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INTRODUCTORY    NOTE. 


'I'liK  colleciion  of  iiortraits  jjossessed  by  tlie  Clianibcr  of  Com- 
merce has  increased  to  sucli  an  extent  within  the  last  three  years  as 
to  warrant  tiie  publication  of  a  catalogue,  togetiier  with  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  of  each  subject. 

The  first  portrait  in  the  collection  was  painted  for  the  Chamber 
one  hundreil  ami  eighteen  years  ago.  It  is  a  full  length  life  size 
of  1  Jeutenanl-Ciovernor  (' adw  \i  i  adkr  Coldk.v,  then  Acting 
Ciovcrnor  of  the  Colony  of  New-\'ork.  The  ("hamber  of  Com- 
merce was  organized  by  twenty-four  merchants  Ajiril  5th,  1768, 
and  incorporated  Marcii  13th,  1770.  by  (iKORdi-.  thk  Third, 
through  the  kindly  offices  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Coi.dkn.  It 
was  for  this  act  of  friendship  in  obtaining  the  Charter  as  well  as 
for  the  interest  he  had  manifested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Chamber, 
that  the  ]>ortrait  was  painted. 

In  1 79J  a  companion  portrait,  that  of  .\i.kxandkr  Hamii.  io.\, 
then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  also  full 
length  and  life  size,  was  painted  by  juiiN  rRUMi'.i'i.i..  for  the 
merchants  of  New-York,  admirers  of  that  great  statesman,  and  by 
them  presented  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

These  two  portraits,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  collection, 
have  passed  through  many  vicissitudes.  'That  of  Coldkn  originally 
hung  in  the  great  room  of  the  Exchange,  which  stood  at  the  lower 
t;nd  of  Broad  Street,  where  the  Chamber  held  its  sessions  from 
1769  to  1775.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  it  was  found  in  the 
possession  of  the  family  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden,  and  by 
them  restored  to  the  Chamber  in  May,  1793.     It  was  then  placed 
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on  the  walls  of  the  room  used  by  the  Chamber  in  the  Merchants 
Coffee  House,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  Streets, 
and  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
Chamber  in  the  Tontine  Coffee  House,  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
V/all  and  Water  Streets.  On  April  15th,  1817,  the  portraits  of 
CoLDEN  and  Hamilton  were  loaned  to  the  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts,  and,  for  many  years,  made  a  part  of  the  exhibition  of  the 
Academy. 

On  May  ist,  1827,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  having  taken 
rooms  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  then  standing  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Custom  House,  the  portraits  were  again  in  its  posses- 
sion, and  remained  until  the  great  fire  of  December  i6th,  1835. 
On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  conflagration  which  con- 
sumed the  Exchange,  the  portraits  were  removed  and  deposited 
for  safe  keeping  in  the  loft  of  a  building  at  the  lower  end 
of  Wall  Street,  where  they  remained  unrecognized  for  eight  years. 
On  their  recovery  they  were  hung  in  the  Directors'  room  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  until  February  6th,  1844,  when  they  were  de- 
posited with  the  New-York  Historical  Society.  October  ist,  1868, 
they  were  again  reclaimed  by  the  Chamber,  and  now,  in  a  good  state 
of  preservation,  find  a  permanent  place  in  its  hall  on  Nassau  Street. 

It  was  not  until  1865  that  measures  were  taken  to  procure 
portraits  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Association,  and  there  now  remain 
but  four  of  the  earlier  and  five  of  those  of  later  years  to  be 
obtained  to  complete  the  full  number  of  twenty-six  who  have 
filled  that  office  since  its  organization. 

The  rule  confining  the  collection  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Chamber 
was  relaxed  several  years  ago,  and  the  gallery  now  contains  eighty 
portraits  and  four  bronze  and  marble  busts,  embracing  those  of 
men  of  national  and  even  world-wide  reputation  ;  great  mer- 
chants who  led  the  Colonies  in  their  opposition  to  the  tyrannical 
acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  whose  names  are  inseparable 
from  the  history  of  the  Republic  ;  statesmen,  whose  fame  is 
known  in  every  land  ;  financiers,  who  met  a  Nation's  emergencies 
with    unparalleled   skill    and    success  ;    patriots,  whose  fidelity    to 
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their  country  was  never  lioiibled  ;  |)liilaiUlir()j)isls,  who  conse- 
crated their  wealth  to  the  elevation  of  lluir  fellow  men,  and 
others  who  ori.i;inaleil  or  were  identified  with  many  of  the  jjreat 
enterprises  of  the  nineteentii  century. 

Of  tile  portraits  i)aiiucd  for  or  purchased  by  tiic  Ciiamher, 
there  are  two.  besides  those  of  ((ii.dkn  and  1  Ia.mii,  i on,  which 
deserve  special  notice,  both  for  tlie  great  personal  wortli  of  the 
subjects  and  tlicir  relation  to  lh(.'  Stale  and  the  Nation.  One 
of  these  is  that  of  Di.  W'ni' Clinton,  who,  to  his  j^neat  merit  as 
Mayor  of  this  City,  and  thrice  Covernor  of  the  State,  added  that 
far  more  cmhiring  title  of  founder  and  creator  of  the  Canal  system 
of  New- York,  which  gave  to  t)ur  City  her  great  commercial 
supremacy.  The  other,  that  of  John  Sherman,  who,  as  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  second  great  epoch  of  the  Nation's  financial 
history,  became  "  the  restorer  o(  the  public  credit,  and  the  success- 
ful funder  of  the  national  debt."  The  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, without  disaster  or  financial  disturbance,  also  accomplished 
by  him,  was  an  act  worthy  of  the  Nation's  gratitude. 

Two  other  portraits  in  the  gallery  are  also  entitled  to  special 
notice  here,  as  showing  the  breadth  of  the  Chamber's  sympathies  ; 
they  are  those  of  Richard  Coudkn,  the  friend  of  the  Ignited  States 
and  the  great  apostle  of  the  English  system  of  free  trade,  and  of 
John  Bright,  the  advocate  and  defender  of  the  Union  in  our  civil 
war,  who  fought  single  handed  in  our  behalf,  against  the  nobility, 
gentry  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  won  a  moral  victory. 

To  one  of  the  bronze  busts,  presented  in  connection  with  the 
recent  Centennial  of  the  Inauguration  of  the  First  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  this  City,  that  of  Gkorgk  Washington,  by 
Barbedienne,  the  Chamber  feels  that  special  attention  should 
also  be  called.  It  was  a  graceful  and  appropriate  act  on  the 
part  of  the  donor  thus  to  connect  the  memory  of  Washington  with 
an  Institution,  several  of  the  officers  and  prominent  members  of 
which  were  his  steadfast  and  loyal  friends,  who  aided  him  by  their 
fortunes  and  by  personal  service  in  achieving  the  Nation's  liberty 
and  independence. 
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The  purpose  of  this  collection  has  not  been  so  much  to  gather 
fine  specimens  of  the  art  of  portraiture  in  painting  or  sculpture, 
although  many  of  the  works  were  executed  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  artists  of  their  time,  but  to  preserve  the  lineaments  of 
those  men  who  for  more  than  a  century  have  illustrated  the 
commerce  of  New-York.  In  their  features  they  show  those  types 
of  enterprise  and  judgment  which  have  raised  the  character  of 
the  New-York  merchant  to  its  high  standard,  and  carried  their 
fame  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth. 

In  tlie  preparation  of  the  biographical  sketches  printed  m  this 
volume  the  Secretary  has  availed  himself  of  the  authentic  and 
valuable  information  contained  in  the  records  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  has  also  consulted,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
families  or  near  relatives  of  the  subjects  in  reference  to  matters 
within  their  personal  knowledge.  By  this  method  great  accuracy 
is  believed  to  have  been  secured.  The  sketches,  though  neces- 
sarily brief,  embody,  with  few  exceptions,  all  the  important  events 
of  each  life. 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 
New-York,  March   \^th,   1890. 
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J'(>rti:ait  -v«>,  j. 


.ToiixCnuGER,  First  President  of  tlie  Clinmber  of  Commerce, 
17GS  1770.  Pnir.trd  in  KSC.l,  by  Tidm  as  IlrcKs,  :ifter 
nil  oi'ii:iii;il   In  miniature.     Biogrnpliiivil  Slvetc]),  i>nge 


roirrniiT  Xo.  ?. 


1Ii:m:v  Win  i  k,  Fouilli  President  of  tlir  (Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 1772  177;).  Paiiitt'ii  in  ]S(;7,  by  11i:m:v  I'etkks 
(iiiAY,  affiM-  an  original,  by  .loiiN  Sixgleton"  Copley. 
Eiogi'aiiliical  Sketch,  page  20. 


I'oin n.iJT  Ao.  ;>'. 


TiiEoniYLACT  Baciie,  Fifth  President  of  tlie  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  177.1-1774.  A  craj'on  drawing  executed  in 
1807,  bv  A'iNCEXT  CoLYEK,  aft<'r  an  original  drawing 
by  St.  Memix.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  24. 


J'OnTUATT  \o.    /. 


William  AValtox,  Sixtli  President  of  ihc  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1774  177.").  Painted  in  1888,  by  Hexiiy 
Peters  Gray,  after  an  original,  by  an  unknown  artist. 
Biographical  Sketch,  I3age  2S. 
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POBTBAIT  Xo.  o. 

Joiix  Alsop,  Eii'litli  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce,  17S4-17S5.  Painted  in  1S65,  by  Thomas  Hicks, 
after  an  original,  by  an  nnknown  artist.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  30. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  r>. 

J(»iix  Broome,  Xintli  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 1780-1794.  Painted  in  1889,  by  Charles  C. 
!Mai;kiiam.  Presented  bv  his  ureat  grandson.  George 
CociiRAX  Broome.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  225. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  7. 

Comfort  Sa^'ds.  Tenth  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 17n4-'l798.  Painted  in  18^0.  by  Thomas  ^Y. 
Wood,  after  a  pastel,  by  an  nnknown  artist.  Bio- 
gra])hical  Sketch,  page  193. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  S. 

Jonx  ^Murray,  Eleventh  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1798-180G.  Painted  in  186."),  by  Daxiel 
HuxTixc^TOX,  after  an  original,  by  Johx  Trumbull. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  33. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  .9. 

CoRX'ELius  PvAY,  Twelfth  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1806-1819.  Painted  in  1889,  by  Oliver  Lay, 
after  a  miniature.  Presented  by  his  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  X.  E.  Baylies.     Biogi'aphical  Sketch,  page  177. 


roirrirt  1 1   \<>.  lo. 

li<>i:i;i:r  ]jKN<».\,  Fourtf.-nili  rr.'>ii|rii(  of  (ln»  Cli.-imlMT  of 
C(»Miiut'rc(',  J827  ISlit.  J'.iiiit.il  in  ISCo,  by  Damkl 
lli'N'rixcroN',  :ir(iM'  ;ni  r.i  i-iiKiI,  Ky  John  \\'i.>i.i,v 
.1ak\i<.  rit'>«'iiic(l  l.y  his  son,  .)  a  m  i  s  lii  \o.\.  J>io- 
grapliicnl  Sketch,  i»:ip'  :!  I. 

r(u:  I  i:.iiT  .Vo.  J  t. 

Isaac  ('ai;o\v.  I-'iftiMMiIli  I'lcsideiit  of  (Ik-  ( "h;iiiil)t'r  of  Coni- 
nicrce,  1840-1 8  ii?.  I'jiinted  iul8G:»,  l-y  IIinkv  Pktkus 
Gi:av,  aftt'rn  miniature.  Ijiograpliical  Sketcli,  page  'M\. 

roilTHAlT  Xo.  1*. 

.Ia.mi.s  Goim:  King,  Seventeenth  President  of  tlio  Chanil)er 
of  Connn.iTe,  184^-1847  and  1848-1849.  Painted  in 
]8Go,  by  Tiio,^[As  P.  IIossitim:.  ]Mogra2)hieal  Sketcli, 
l)age  37. 

J'OirU!.'.  IT  .\o.  lit. 

Moses  II.  Grixnell,  Eighteenth  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  1847-IS48  and  1840  18.V.).  Painte<l  in 
1804,  l>y  J.  O.  Ka  ro\.  Presented  by  liis  son,  Ikvixg 
Gkinxei.i..     Jjiographical  Skt^tcli,  page  44. 

ronruATT  xo.  i4. 

Er.iAs  lIiCKs,  Nineteenth  President  of  tlie  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1852-1853.  Painted  in  1807.  lleplica  by 
Thomas  HicivS.    Biogra])liical  Sketch,  page  47. 

r(HiTRAIT   Vo.    7.7. 

pEr.ATiAH  PeTvIT,  Twentieth  President  of  the  Cliamber  of 
Commerce,  1853-1SG3.  Painted  in  1SG4.  Replica  by 
Thomas  Hicks.     Biograpliical  Slvetch,  page  48. 


4  POKTEAIT   GALLERY. 

rOBTHAIT  yo.  16. 

William  E.  Dodge.  Twenty-Second  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  1867-1875.  Painted  in  18S4, 
by  Daxiel  Hu^'ti^sGTOX.  Presented  by  his  family. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  53. 

rOBTBAIT  yo.  17. 

Geolge  W.  Laxe,  Twenty-Fourth  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  1882-1883.  Painted  in  1 887,  by  E.  Wood 
Peeey.  Presented  by  his  daughters.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  57. 

POBTBAIT  yo.  IS. 

James  Booemax,  Vice-President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 1839-1841.  Painted  in  185(3,  by  Thomas  P. 
RossiTER.  Presented  by  Heney  F.  Spauldixc^.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  page  198. 

FOBTBAIT  yo.  10. 

Ju^^\T^AX  Steeges,  Second  Yice-President  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  1863-1867.  Painted  in  1889,  by 
Daatiel  Hextixgtox.  Presented  by  his  son,  Feed- 
EEiCK  Steeges.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  59. 

FOB  THAI  T  yo.  20. 

Geoege  Opdyee,  Yice-President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 1867-1875.  Painted  in  1886,  by  Haeeiet 
C.  Laxe,  after  an  original,  by  Ciiaeles  L.  Elliott. 
Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical  Sketch,  page 
60. 

rOBTBAIT  yo.  21. 

SiMEOx  B.  CiiiTTEXDEX,  Second  Vice-President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  1867-1869.  Painted  in  1890.  bv 
Baxiel  Huxtixgtox.  Presented  by  his  son,  Simeox 
B.  Chittexdex.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  212. 


CATAi.ocri:.  /) 


fnirri:  1 1  r  \n.  •.>  >. 

AVii.i.iAM  11.  I''.ii.(..  Src.nd  \'i«c'  i'r.sid.'iit  <>f  ili.'  ('h:iinln*r 
of  Cuiuiii'Tcr,  JSS2-1S8I.  Paiiii.M  in  ISS7.  l-y  K  \<T- 
^FAX  .liniNsox.  Pr<*s('nti'(l  hy  his  widow,  .Mi^.  Wii,- 
1.1  \M   II.  !•'(•(;(,.      r.jomapliii'a!  Sk.'ldi,  ]):iij:r  Cil. 

I'nirririTT  vo,  •>;. 

Mathilw  Mm  i;v.  Scci-ctai  y  ol"  llif  ( 'liaiiilici-  of  C"->innK'rce, 
]849-lSr):i  I'aiiil.-.l  ill  ISS.I,  l.y  .Iri.iAX  SroTT.  Piv- 
sented  by  lii-^  family.      r)ii>m;4.1iical  Skctcli,  pa^o  OG. 

I'inrri:  \i  r  \o.  :>.-,. 

Ai.],.\AMii:::  IIamiltox.  Aincricaii  Statesman  and  iIk-  first 
Spci'Ptnryof  the  Treasury  of  the  L'liited  States.  Paiiitrd 
ill  17i)L',  by  Joiix  Thum]?ull.  Biograpliieal  Sketch, 
Xiage  69. 

I'OnTIiAll   ^o.    Hi. 

•Toiix  SiiKRMAX,  American  Statesman  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  1877  ISSl.  Painted  in 
ISSO,  byDAXiEL  IIuNTixoTox.  ]5iograpliical  Sketch, 
j)age  70. 

rOUTHAIT   Vo.  ?;. 

l>i:  WiiT  Cr.iNTOX,  American  Statesman  and  Governor  of 
2s ew- York  ,1817-1823  and  182.^-1828.  Painted  in  ]8(i7, 
by  Joiix  TnuMiu'i.i..     Biographical  Slvetch,  page  S3. 

I'oi: rii.iiT  .\n.  ?,v. 

l>i:  ^VlTT  Clixtox.  Painted  in  1813,  l)y  IIiiNiiY  Ixmax. 
Presented  bv  Sa:\[uei.  B.  Ruggles. 


6  ror.Tr.ATT  gallery. 

JPOBTIIAIT  Xo.  20. 

Jou^  A.  King,  American  Statesman  and  Governor  of 
New-York,  1857-1850.  Fainted  in  18SQ,  by  Robert 
Hinckley.  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Slvetch,  page  00. 

rOltTIiilT  No.  30. 

Edwin  D.  Morgan,  American  Statesman  and  Governor  of 
New- York,  ]8o9-1863.  Painted  in  1882,  by  G.  P.  A. 
Healy.  Presented  by  his  grandson,  Edwin  D.  Mor- 
gan.    Biographical  Sketch,  page  05. 

JP  Oil  THAI T  Xo.  31. 

Cadwallader  Golden,  Lieut. -Governor  of  the  Colony  of 
New-Yorlc,  1701-75.  Painted  in  1772,  by  Mattjikw 
Pratt.      Biographical  Sketcli,  page  99. 

F  OUT  RAIT  No.  32. 

Fjianx'IS  Egehton,  Duke  of  Bridgewater.  Painted  in 
England  in  1841,  by  Henry  Inman,  after  original 
authorities.  Presented  by  Samuel  B.  Ruggles.  Bio- 
graphical Sketcli,  page  100. 

r  OUT  BAIT  No.  33. 

Richard  Cobden,  British  Statesman.  Painted  in  1860,  by 
J.  Fagnani.  Presented  by  Morris  Ketciium.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  jDage  102. 

rOIlTBAIT  Xo.  34. 

John  Bright,  British  Statesman.  Painted  in  1805,  by 
J.  Fagnani.  Presented  by  Simeon  B.  Chittenden. 
Biographical  Sketcli,  page  105. 


C  A  1  Al.(M,l    i:. 


!'(nn  n.ii  r  \<>.  ;>•.>. 


<(ii>i:()X  Li  i;.  raiiit.^l  in  |m;-.>,  hy  G  i:oi;..  i  \V.  'I'w  i  kiij., 
•  Ii;.  rivsciitiMl  liy  Ilis  soli,  W.  CuKi(;iiT(».\  Lkk. 
Bioij,rai)lilc'Ml  Sl-ictrli,  p:ige  llo. 

j'nirnn  rr  \o.  .ic. 

Ami'.kosk  {\  Ki.Ncsr.AM).  Paiiitc'l  in  ls->7.  lJ''plic:i  l>y 
Pami;!,  IIkntixctox.  Proseiiled  l)v  liis  raiiiilv. 
Bk)grapliic:il  Sketch,  pngo  1 11, 

I' (turn A  IT  Xo.  :i7. 

Ansox  (k  l*iii:i.rs.  J'aiiittMl  in  is:].'),  ].y  W'amh.  tV 
.1  lavKiT.  rreseiited  l)y  liis  dauglitcr,  Mi's.  AVilma.m 
K.  Doi)Gi:.     Biographical  Sketcli,  page  II*'. 

rOUTIlAIT    No.  :iS. 

Gkohge  'V.  lIoi'K.  l*aiiil«-'(l  in  1870,  l)y  lli;xi:y  Pkteks 
(Jhay.  Presented  by  Ilrr.AM  IF.  L\:\n'oiM\  Biograph- 
ical Sketch,  page  1  U). 

j'Oirn:AiT  yo.  .;.v. 

Jkkemiah  v.  Pobix'Sox.  Painted  in  ISS.^,  by  MoiinAX 
.Piii:i;-.  Presented  l)y  his  family.  ]jiograpliical 
Sketch,  page  122. 

j'ojn  i:.HT  Xo.  4o. 

Thomas  B.  Coddin'gtox.  Painted  in  '[^^Q,  by  East.max 
JouNsox.  Presented  by  liis  daughters.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  lOj. 


\ 


8  PORTRAIT    GALLERY. 

FOItTJRAIT  Xo.  41. 

George  ^y.  Blu^-t.  Painted  in  1878,  by  his  dangliter, 
Mrs.  Mary  S.  Rathboxe.  Presented  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Pilots.  BiogTai3]iical  Sketch,  page 
127. 

rOBTBAIT  Xo.  42. 

Walter  R.  Jones.  Painted  in  1885,  by  George  H. 
Story,  after  an  original,  by  .Taaie^  Bogle.  Presented 
by  John  D.  Joxes.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  134. 

rORTBAIT  Xo.  43. 

LoRiXG  AxDREAVs.  Painted  in  1886,  bv  Robert  Gordox 
Hardie.  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  137. 

POItTJtAIT  Xo.  44. 

Joshua  Bates.  Painted  in  18G5,  by  Hexry  Peters  Gray, 
after  an  original,  by  E.  U.  Eddis.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  140. 

FOB TB AIT  Xo.  45. 

Peter  Cooper.  Painted  in  1886,  bv  Hexry  A.  Loop. 
Presented  by  his  son,  Edward  Cooper.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  146. 

POIiTBAIT  Xo.  4G. 

JoHX  Dayid  Wolfe.  Painted  in  18SG.  Replica  by 
Daxiel  Huxtixgtox'.  Presented  by  his  daughter, 
Catharixe  Lorillard  Wolee.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  150. 


(A  1  AijK.rio.  0 

Ben.tamix  J".  Sim  i;\iAN.  Pninir.I  ill  1880,  by  Fkank  P.. 
(\\i;i'i:Nri  i;.  rivs.iiit'd  l»y  his  fajiiily.  r>i<>,i:r:ipliic':il 
Sketcli,  pti*;e  'iC)'3. 

I'Oim:  \  IT   \n.  IS. 

Pkeskrvkt)  I'i-ii.  ]*:iiMl('(l  in  1880,  l.y  .Iii.ian  Srorr, 
.•iftfT   a   dMgucrreutypL'.      iiiciirnphical   Sketcli,    page 

I'oim: AIT  yo.  lu. 

J>A\ii)  Lkavjtt.  raintt'd  in  18S7.  l>y  \m;i.ima  Tickkk, 
after  an  oiigiiinl,  l)y  .1  \i;i;i)  P..  Fi.acc;.  Presented  hy 
his  family.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  loG. 

I'oiri  L'AIJ    .\o.  r,o. 

FiiAXCis  Skiddy.  Painted  inl8S7,  by  Eastafax  Joiixsox, 
Presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Chaiilks  P.  Fiscuki:. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  158. 

roiiTRAiT  y<>.  .-,/. 

GusTAv  SciiWAi?.  Painted  in  18S1>,  by  .Inns  Gekhtz. 
Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical  Sketch,  i^age 
l.VJ. 

i'O/.'V  /.'.(/  /     Ao.  .-,•>. 

Elliot  C.  Cowdix.  Painted  in  1886,  by  J.  W.  Alexandeu. 
Presented  by  his  widow.  Mrs.  Elliot  C.  Cowdix. 
Biograi^hical  Sketch,  i^age  162. 
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POBTIiAIT  Xo.  S3. 

KiNLOCii  Stuart.  Painted  in  1840,  by  A.  B.  Dura^^d. 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Stuart.  BiograpMcal 
Sketch,  page  100. 

POIITRAIT  Xo.  ^4. 

KoBERT  L.  Stuart.  Painted  in  ISSG,  by  Seymour  J.  Guy. 
Presented  by  Ins  wido^y,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Stuart. 
Biograj^liical  Slvetcli,  page  107. 

POBTIiAIT  Xo.  3r>. 

Robert  McCrea.  Painted  in  1835,  by  Waldo  &  Jewett. 
Presented  by  his  danghter,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Stuart. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  109. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  afl. 

Joiix  Jacob  Astor.  Painted  in  1800,  by  Jacob  H. 
Lazarus,  after  an  original,  by  Gilber.t  Stuart. 
Presented  by  his  grandson,  John  Jacob  Astor. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  170. 

JPOBTBAIT  Xo.  57. 

Samuel  B.  Ruggles.  Painted  in  1882,  by  Daniel  Hukt- 
ingtox.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  174. 

FOBTBAIT  Xo.  5S. 

Robert  Ray.  Painted  in  ISSO,  by  Oliver  Lay,  after  an 
original,  by  Daxiel  Huxtingtox.  Presented  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Baylies.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  178. 
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i'<nrj'i:.i  I  J'  A</.  .'»!). 

.T(Mi.\  ('.  (.'i;r.i:N.  r;iiiii<Ml  in  1S7S.  ]>y  1>am  i;i.  II  fNTiN*;- 
lo.N.  i'leseiik'cl  I'>  lii->  wiilow,  Mis.  Sakaii  II.  Gkkkn. 
Bi(\u,'r;ii>lii(:il  Skotcli,  paiic  170. 

I' i urn: AIT  Xo.  ao. 

CiiAKi.is  II.  Mai;<iiai.l.  Paiiiled  in  1SG4,  by  Ri(1Iai;i> 
J.  NAiiLi:.     Biograpliical  Sketch,  page  'i'S'.l. 

r( urn: A  IT  Xo.  ai. 

Ja.mi:s  SioKK^.  Paiiilcd  in  1884.  lleplica  by  J)AMi:r. 
lluNTixcnox.  IMesented  by  his  son,  Anson  Pjiihrs 
Stokks,     Biographical  Skctcii,  page  187. 

roirruAiT  xo.  c*. 

Pail  SroFFoiin.  Painted  in  1800,  by  Tiio:\rAS  AV.  AVoon. 
Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical  Sketch,  page 
180. 

roirrnAiT  Xo.  ci. 

Tjiomas  Tileston.  Painted  in  ISGj,  by  Thomas  Hicks. 
Biograpliical  Sketch,  page  101. 

I'(Pl!TI!iIT  Xo.  04. 

John  .1.  Phklps.  Pr.inted  in  188."),  by  llKNiiv  Ulke,  after 
an  oriuinal,  l>v  Danikl  IIintington.  Presented  bv 
liis  son,  AVii.T.iA^r  Waltku  Phklps.  Biograpliical 
Sketch,  page  200. 

nniTUAiixo.  (ir>, 

Mat.shall  0.  Roberts.  Painted  in  1872,  1)\'  Thomas 
Hicks.  Presented  bv  liis  widow,  Mrs.  Susan  L. 
Roberts.     Biographical  Slvetch,  page  203. 
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POliTIiAIT  Xo.  06. 

Rurus  Prime.  Painted  in  1880,  b}^  Oliver  Lay,  after 
an  original,  by  Daxiel  Huxtixgtox.  Presented  by 
his  daughter,  Cornelia  Prime.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  205. 

POBTIiAIT  Xo.  67. 

GrEORGE  T.  Trimble.  Painted  in  1SS7,  bv  W.  Sergeant 
Kendall,  after  an  original,  by  Daniel  Huntington. 
Presented  by  his  son,  Merritt  Trimble.  Biographi- 
cal Sketch,  page  206. 

POBTIiAIT  Xo.  68. 

Isaac  Sherman.  Painted  in  1863,  bv  Thomas  Hicks. 
Presented  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Isaac  Sherman.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  page  209. 

POIlTliAIT  Xo.  00. 

Horace  B.  Claflin.  Painted  in  1880,  by  A.  A.  Anderson. 
Presented  by  his  son,  John  Claflin.  Biograi^hical 
Sketch,  page  217. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  70. 

Jeremiah  Milbank.  Painted  in  1880,  by  J.  W.  Alex- 
ander. Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  224. 

POBTBAIT  Xo.  71. 

Robert  H.  McCurdy.  Painted  in  1885,  after  an  original, 
by  an  unknown  artist.  Presented  by  his  son,  Richard 
A.  McCurdy.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  227. 


('  \'v  \  i.(M,  I  j:.  1L{ 


.It'iix  Caswi.i.i..  l*:iiiit(Ml  ill  I8'.)(>,  l>y  Thom  \-^  W.  W.n.i>. 
lifter  nil  oiiuiiial.  l>y  Easmmax  .l«>ii\-nN.  rifscnled 
byCiiAi:i.i>-  S.  S\ii  III.     Biogi'iipliicnl  Skclcli,  j[t:ige2:2l>. 

nun  i:  A  i  r  \o.  r.;. 

.Ia.ob  Baukku.  raiiil(Ml  in  1SS;1,  by  II.  J)rK(;ENDESCii, 
lifter  :iii  oriuinal,  by  ]Ikm;v  Jxman.  Presented  by 
Jiis  family.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  232. 

J'OliTUAIT  Xo.  74. 

Dami;!.  .DiiaivK-S.muh.  I'aiiiicl  in  leso,  l>y  Jaked  \). 
Flagg.  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  231. 

roirrntrr  .vo.  ;.-,. 

.Vi,ii:i:i>  S.  ]jakxks.  Painted  in  18S9,  l>y  (ri:uKGi;  W. 
Mayxaim).  Presented  by  liis  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  pnge  235. 

roimiAiT  Xo.  7^:. 

James  P.iiowx.  Painted  in  ISoG,  by  Thomas  P.  Hossiter. 
Presented  by  Hexuv  F.  Si'.vTi,i'i\(i.  Jiiographical 
Sketch,  page  238. 

I'oiiriiAiT  Xo.  ;r. 

CoRXELius  Yaxdeuiult.  Painted  in  18-^7.  Replica  by 
Jared  B.  Flagg.  Presented  by  his  grandson,  Cor- 
nelius Yaxderbilt.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  242. 
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FOBTBAIT  Xo.  78. 

William  H.  Vaxderbilt.  Painted  in  1887.  Replica  by 
Eastman  Johnson.  Presented  by  liis  son,  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt.     Biograpliical  SketcL,  page  245. 

rOUTBAIT  Xo.  70. 

Hanson  K.  Cor.NiNG.  Painted  in  ]8S0,  by  Carl  L. 
Brandt.  Presented  by  liis  children.  Biograpliical 
Sketch,  page  248. 

yOJiTRAIT  Xo.  SO. 

Moses  Tatlor.  Painted  in  ]  888,  by  Daniel  Hl'ntington. 
Presented  by  liis  widow,  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Taylor. 
Biograpliical  Sketch,  page  261. 


SCULPTURE. 

George  Washington.  Bronze  bust,  executed  in  Paris 
in  1889,  bv  Barbedienne,  after  an  original  made  bv 
HouDON  at  Mount  Yernon  in  17So.  Presented  by 
Charles  S.  Smith.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  250. 

Jonathan  Goodhue.  Marble  bust,  executed  in  1849,  by 
Henry  K.  Brown.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  129. 

George  Griswold.  Marble  bust,  executed  in  1844,  by 
J.  Battix.  Presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah 
H.  Green.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  132. 

Robert  B.  Potter.  Bronze  bust,  executed  in  1888,  by 
W.  C.  Noble.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  263. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES^ 


1-UOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


JOHN    CRUGER. 

An  ciiiiiitMif  AiiK'iicaii  iiunrliant  niid  patriot,  l)()rn  of 
Mii^lish  i):irents  in  this  City,  .Inly  IS,  ITIO.  .I<»ii\  ('i:r(;i;i'v 
belonged  to  :i  I'Minily  of  siit'cessfiil  .-iiid  ciilerprising 
niercliniils.  Ilf  niid  his  brother,  IIknky,  were  owners  of  ;i 
number  of  sliii)s  engnged  in  general  trade,  principally  with 
r.ristol,  England,  and  the  West  India  Islands.  Their  i)lace 
(if  business  was  on  Ckugkhs'  Wharf,  on  the  east  side  of 
Whitehall  Slip,  on  the  East  River.  The  great  lire  of 
177G  broke  out  there,  and  the  buildings  lielf)nging  to  the 
CitUGKKs  were  Avholly  destroyed.  .loiiN  CuunKi:  was 
honored  in  his  day  with  positions  of  the  highest  trust  in 
the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens,  having  been  Mayor  of  the 
City  an<l  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  of  tiie  Colony. 
Fu  all  his  public  career,  covering  many  years,  he  n<'v<'r 
forfeited  the  respect  a)id  confidence  of  the  people,  and  his 
administration  of  the  various  olhces  he  held  was  charac- 
terized by  the  highest  ability  and  integrity. 

In  1705,  when  the  odious  Stamp  Act  was  imposed  upon 
the  Colonies,  the  merchants  of  New-York  were  among  the 
lirst  to  oppose  its  enforcement,  and  it  was  mainly  due  to 
the  intinence  of  Joiix  Ciutgei:,  then  Mayor  of  the  City, 
that  the  revolt  which  the  Stamp  Act  engendered  did  not 
result  in  bloodshed.  The  protests  of  the  people  against 
its  enforcement  did  not  avail.  The  merchants  thereupon 
resolved  upon  the  more  effective  measure  of  non-importation 
from  Great  Britain,  and  it  was  this  determined  opposition 
that  compelled  the  British  Parliament  to  repeal  the  Act. 

It  was  during  this  exciting  period  that  Jous  Ckugeu 
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and  a  few  of  tlie  lending  merchants  met  at  Bolton  & 
Sigell's  Tavern,  (yet  standing  on  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  Pearl  streets,  and  now  known  as  Washington's 
Headquarters,)  on  the  otli  day  of  April,  1768,  and  there  or- 
ganized tlie  Kew-York  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Crugeh 
was  the  tirst  named  of  its  founders,  and  was  elected  its  Presi- 
dent. On  the  2d  of  May,  1769,  he  was  again  unanimously 
chosen,  and  at  that  time,  while  serving  as  Speaker  of  the 
General  Assemblj^  he  was  charged  by  that  body  to  convey 
to  the  merchants  of  this  City  and  Colony  "  the  thanks  of 
the  House  for  their  repeated  disinterested,  public  sx)irited 
and  patriotic  conduct  in  declining  the  importation  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain  until  such  Acts  of  Parliament  as  the 
General  Assembly  had  declared  unconstitutional  and  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  i:)eople  of  this  Colony 
sliould  be  repealed."  Thus,- in  the  infancy  of  this  me- 
tropolis, the  iDatriotic  devotion  of  its  merchants  to  the 
cause  of  popular  rights  was  clearly  recognized  and  upheld. 
And  it  is  a  source  of  just  jjride  to- day  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  merchants'  re^Dresentative  body,  has  lost 
none  of  its  ancient  spirit,  as  its  records  from  1861  to 
1865  will  abundantly  show.  John  CkugePv  retained  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Chamber  until  it  had  received 
its  charter  from  the  Crovrn  and  its  permanent  existence 
fully  assured.     In  May,  1770,  he  declined  a  re-election. 

In  all  the  early  difficulties  Avhicli  the  Chamber  had  to 
encounter,  resulting  from  differences  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  measures  affecting  the  trade  of  the  Colony,  Mr.  Ciiuger 
stood  steadfastly  by  the  Chamber  and  earnestly  contended 
for  its  interests. 

John  Cruger  exercised  great  influence  with  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  did  much  to  moderate  their  passions  and  har- 
monize the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  opposing  parties  which 
existed  at  that  time.  His  course  during  the  eventful 
period  of  1775,  when  patriotic  blood  boiled  at  fever  heat  on 
receipt  of  the  news  of  the  Lexington  outrage,  was  marked 
by  a  calm,  digniffed  courage  and  self-reliance  ;  and  while 
he  did  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  oeginning  of  the 
contest,   from   conscientious    scruples    which    his  official 
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jxisilidii  inn)o.sed  u\u)\\  liiiii,  liis  symiintliii's  wore  novertlie- 

l<ss\\iili    111.'  J Jilt'  ill   their  clVoils  to  secure  redress  for 

the  w  ron<4s  tluiie  them  by  the  mother  coiintr}'. 

He  never  swerved  from  the  dictiites  of  (•(.nscienre.  His 
judgment  was  sound  ;  his  mind  free  from  l)i:is.  Althou;;h  h(! 
\v:i^  :is  anxious  as  the  stroni^est  revolutionist  to  wai^e  war 
uiMiM  any  arbitrary  measures  of  tlie  kin,ir,  yet  his  course 
was  idways  dictated  by  prudence,  caution  and  lirmness. 
When  asked  to  subscribe  to  tlie  Articles  of  Association  en- 
tered into  by  llie  citizens  of  New- York  on  April  '21)th,  177."), 
which  proposed  "to  adopt  and  carry  into  execution  whatever 
measures  may  be  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress 
(•rby  the  ProvincialConvention  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
our  Constitution,  and  opposing  the  execution  of  several  ar- 
bitrary and  ojjpressive  acts  t)f  the  British  Parliament,"  Mr. 
Cin  <iKK,  in  a  joint  letter  with  Jacoh  Walton,  refused, 
"because,"'  said  he,  "as  we  were  elected  Representatives 
in  General  Assend»ly  for  the  City  and  County  of  New- York, 
we  conceive  that  the  faithful  performance  of  that  important 
trust  requires  of  ns  a  free,  unbiased  exercise  of  our  judg- 
luent.  To  submit  this  to  the  control  of  any  i^ower  on  earth 
would,  in  our  cipinion,  be  deserting  that  trust  :  Imt  to 
engage  implicitly  to  api)rove  and  carry  into  execution  the 
regulations  of  any  other  body,  woidd  jnstly  expose  ns  to 
thereproachof  our  own  consciences,  the  censure  Jiot  only  of 
our  constituents,  but  of  the  ^vhole  world."  This  is  the 
language  of  a  man  who  believed  in  reason  and  conscience. 
He  logically  adds:  "In  our  legislative  capacity  we  have 
already  transmitted  to  the  King  and  both  ll(Mises  of  Parlia- 
ment representations  of  our  grievances.  *  *  *  As  the 
signing  of  this  Association,  therefore,  would,  in  effect,  be  to 
deprive  ourselves  of  onr  legislative  powers,  we  cannot  but 
suppose,  from  the  tenor  of  it,  an  exemption  of  us  is  implied 
in  it."  We  may  be  j)iU'doued  for  dwelling  a  little  longer 
up<.n  y\v.  CnuGEifs  character.  Moderation  and  iirmness 
in  him  were  beautifully  combined.  He  was  in  no  sense  a 
servile  subject  of  the  king,  but  he  steadily  opposed  violent 
or  incendiary  words  or  action.  He  endeavored  to  modify 
the  anger  of  the  revolutionists,  in  the  hope  that  the  king 
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would  ultimntelv  exliil)it  tliat  iustice  wliicli  the  people 
demandecl.  Evidence  of  his  earnest  desire  for  peace  is 
shown  in  his  letter  to  General  Gage,  the  British  commander. 
This  letter,  drawn  by  Mr.  Ceuger,  is  dated  May  oth,  1775, 
and  is  signed  by  fourteen  members  cf  the  Assembly.  It 
nrges  General  Gage,  "that  as  far  as  consistent  with  his 
duty,  he  would  immediately  order  a  cessation  of  public 
hostilities  until  his  Majesty  can  be  apprised  of  the  situation 
of  the  American  Colonies;"  and  the  same  letter  also 
expressed,  the  wish,  "that  no  military  force  might  land  or 
be  stationed  in  this  Province."  Shortly  after,  however, 
the  British  army  took  possession  of  the  City,  just  prior  to 
which  Mr.  Ckuger  retired  to  Kinderhook  on  the  Hudson, 
where  he  appears  to  have  suffered  from  the  infirmities  of 
advancintr  aa'e  and  the  need  of  those  necessities  which  the 
condition  of  affairs  deprived  him  of.  He  returned  to  this 
City  after  peace  was  declared  in  1783,  and  here,  on  Tuesday, 
the  27th  of  December,  1791,  died,  at  the  age  of  82  years. 

How  touching  is  the  following  tribute,  which  was  printed 
with  a  notice  of  his  death  in  the  New-Yorlc  Journal  and 
Patriotic  Register : 

"  It  may  be  truly  said  of  liim,  that  lie  was 
Tlie  upriglit  man, 

Beloved  of  all  Ins  friends  ; 
And  of  whom  an  enemy 

(If  lie  liad  one) 
Could  speak  no  evil." 


HENRY   WHITE. 

Henry  White  came  of  Welsh  birth  and  origin,  and 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  loyalty,  thoroughness 
and  integrity  of  his  race.  In  May,  1756,  we  find  him  as  a 
petitioner  for  leave  to  supply  bread  to  South  Carolina  for 
the  use  of  the  Navy.  The  Xew-York  Mercury,  of  Decem- 
ber 12th,  1757,  makes  the  announcement,  that  "  Hexry 
White  has  just  imported  from  London  and  Bristol  a  neat 
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nssdrttiii'iit  of  _i;"o(»(ls,  lit  foi'  I  In-  scmsoii,  w  hirli  lie  will  .sell  for 
ii'Mily   iiHMiry  or  short  cicdil,  ;il    his  slor<'  in  Kiii^^-striM.'t," 
•  hi    Miiy    i:;iii.    ITt'l,    lit'    in:iriii'(l    \\\  \    \' a  n    Coi:  ii.  \  m>'I", 
(iMiiulitcr  of   l-'ijiiidiKK  K,  and  ii:r;ni(l-(l:iii,i;lilt'r  of  .Ia(  oiu.s 
\'an'  ('oi:i  i.a  m»  r.    This  coiiiifciioii  sccmrd  foi-  Mr.  W'lirii: 
:i  fort II lit'.     ( )ii('  y«':ir  hitcr  he;  bi'ciiint'  the  <»\\  ncr  of  t  Ik*  slooj) 
'•  >roi-o,"  wliich.  lik<>  nil  the  crMft  siiiliiiLi;  from  New-York  :it 
this  lime,  was  ;iriiic(l.     Tin' '' Moro''  carried  ten  ^iins.     Tin- 
war  w  ii  h  l-'i-aiice  was  then  ended  on  land,  bnt  still  continued 
on  till'  st:is.     An  exaniiile  of  liis  enterprise  and  lionesty  is 
found  ill  a  brief  notice  in  AY  r.Y  man's  GV/jc^/e  of  ^[ar(di  21  st, 
17(*i:5,  wherein  he  announces  liis  intention  to  sail   for  Kn;;- 
laiid,  and  "  in\  iics  those  to  \vhoin  he  is  indebted  to  call 
i'orthrir  money."     Mv.  Wiirn;  was,  nndoubtedly,  a  veiy 
ambitions  man  :  and  jiersistent  and  attentive  as  lie  was  in 
business,  he  seems  to  liave  been  desirous  of  i)olitical  pre- 
feniK'Ht.     Tn  17(il),  for  example,  he  sought   and  obtained 
from  tlu!  Governor  of  the  Colony  a  seat   at    the  Council 
Tioard,  made  vacant  by  the  refusal  of  >rr.  J)\:  Lanckv  to 
t:dve  o(Iic(\     This  jxjsitiou  he  retained  durini;-  the  remain- 
ini;-  period  of  Kni;lish  rule  in  this  country.     His  increasing 
business  compelled  him,  in  17G1).  to  change  Ids  location  from 
CiMiJKKs'  wharf  to  tin' house  of  the  then  late  Ahkaii  am  Dk 
ri:vsTi:u.    This  house  stood  between  the  "  Fly  market  and 
the   colTee    house,"    wdiere,    according  to  Hr(;ii    Gainks' 
New-Y'ork  (razeite  and  T1VA7//  Jlerc/cr//,  he  was  prepared 
to  sell  "  nails  of  all  sizes  ;  Bohea  and  Congo  teas  ;  0  by  S, 
7  by  0,  and   S   l>y    10  window   glass;  English  sailcloth; 
from  No.  1  t(;  7,  llussia  do.  ;  writing  paper,  English  cord- 
age, Bristol  beer,  blue  diidils,  si)()tted  rugs;  Xewdvirk  and 
Dutch  ozenbrigs,   Madeira  wine."     This,  to  some  extent, 
is  an  interesting  contrast  to  the  nature,  volume  and  variety 
of  the  importation  to  be  found  in  a  modern  Avell  stocked 
store.     It    is    more    pertinent,    however,    to    record    Mr. 
AViii  n-.'s  connection  with  our  struggle  for  independence, 
lie  was,  nndoubtedly,  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  and 
his  unquestioned  loyalty  to  the  king  in  those  stormy  days 
resulted  in  his  leaving  the  country  for  a  brief  period.     Mr. 
AYiiiiE  was  one  of  the  consignees  of  the  tea  shippad  to 
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America  in  the  winter  of  1773  to  1774,  which  caused  so 
much  turbulence  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  feeling 
against  the  English  Government  was  then  so  strong  that  it 
was  resolved  to  pay  no  duties.  At  Charleston  the  mer- 
chandise was  refused  by  the  consignees  and  allowed  to  rot 
in  the  store.  Three  ships  with  similar  cargoes  arrived  at 
Boston,  but  the  tea  was  throwm  into  the  sea.  One  cargo 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  but  "brotherly  love"  at  that 
time  could  not  restrain  the  Pliiladel2:)hians  from  gathering 
in  town  meeting,  and  exacting  a  promise  from  the  captain 
of  the  vessel  to  return  to  London  with  his  ship  and  cargo 
the  following  day. 

Hexry  White  would  not  consent  to  these  manifestations 
of  disapproval  with  the  king's  decrees.     He  and  two  other 
consignees,  on  December  1st,  1773,  addressed  a  memorial 
to  Governor  Tryox  to  protect  their  importations.     When 
these  arrived,    April   18th,    1774,    Captain  Lockyer   was 
allowed  to  bring  his  vessel  to  the  city,  but  the  crew^  had 
to    remain    aboard.      From    the    New-York    Gazette    of 
April  2oth,  we  learn  that  a  Vigilance  Committee,  on  the 
morning  after  the  arrival  of  theshii),  conducted  the  cap- 
tain to  the  house  of  "the  Hon.  Henry  White,  Esquire, 
one  of  the  consignees,  and  there  informed  Captain  Lockyer 
that  he  should  not  presume  to  go  near  the  Custom  House." 
The  captain  shortly'  after  left  the  city.    In  1775  Mr.  White 
seems   to   have  incurred   the    displeasure    of   those  who 
resisted  the  king's  orders,   for  the  Committee  of  Safety 
had  x)hiced  before  them  an  intercepted  letter,  addressed  by 
Governor  Martix,    of  North   Carolina,    to  Mr.    White, 
asking  for  the  shipment  of  a  marquee,   "with  the  royal 
standard."     About  this  time  Mr.  White  considered  liis 
liberty  was  jeopardized,  and  probably  left  the  City,  some- 
Avhat  hurriedly,  for,  in  the  summer  of  1776,  according  to 
GovernorTRYON's  account,  he  was  in  England.    He  returned 
to  New- York  in   the  fall  of  177G,  when  the  British  had 
resumed  control,  and  his  name  appears  among  the  signers 
of  the  loyal  address  to  Lord  Howe  in  October  following. 
During  the  w\ar  he  gave  material  assistance  to  the  king's 
troops,  sold  captured  vessels  and  cargoes,  distributed  prize 
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iiiiiiii-y  aiiioiiL:;  Hi-ilish  w.ir  vessels,  niid  in  otlxT  ways 
(Midfavorcd  to  iipliold  :iiid  cniitiiiuc  P,iiii>li  Miithority  and 
iiilliirnc<'.  S\i;i\i;  smv-^.  Iliiit  mh  ( )('t(>l)er  Oili,  ITS',  Mr. 
Will  I  i:  appeared  before  the  Sm-ro^ate  (o  prove  the  will  of 
\l:i  ji»r  A  \  i>i:i':,  and  testilied  that  h-' l^iiew  his  sii^natiire  and 
han<l\viitin,:;  well.  ^Vll•Ml  the  war  emh-d,  'S\v.  Wiiin:  h'ft 
the  City,  returniiiu- to  Kiiiiland  witli  the  Jiritish  wlio  »?vacJi- 
ated  Ni'W-Yorl;  in  the  fall  of  178:^  His  estates  were 
e'liiliscated  in  177;).  His  mansion  in  17S0  was  occupied 
I'y  (iKoiicK  Ci.i.Nrox,  New- York's  lirst  Governc^r.  All  of 
the  property  was  vested  in  tlie  people  of  this  State,  as  the 
advertisement  reads,  ''l>y  the  attainder  of  Hkm:y  Wurn:, 
Ms(piire,  late  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  the  late 
Colony  of  New- York.''  I\li-.  ^VlII■ii;  ^vas  elected  Yice- 
I'n'sident  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  May  1,  1770.  and 
President  ^Tay  5,  177-2,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until 
May  A,  177:^  He  died  in  Golden  Square,  London,  on 
l)ecend)er  'J:5d,  178G,  his  wife  surviving-  him  nearly  halt 
a  century.  She  died  at  her  residence,  No.  11  Broadway, 
on  August  10th,  1830,  at-  the  ripe  age  of  lunety-iune 
years.  ]5y  her  Mr.  White  had  thirteen  childn.'n,  seven 
of  whom  lived  tr)  be  twentv-one  years  old.  Of  these,  IlK.vitY 
mairied  A\x  Yax  Cohtlaxdt,  and  lived  and  died  in  this 
I'ountry.  Joiix  Ciia:m]'.ii;s  Wiini-:  entered  the  British 
Vavy,  and  was  knighted  after  attaining  the  rank  of  Vice- 
\dmiial.  He  married  Coudelia  Faxsiiawe  for  his  lirst 
wife,  and  Miss  Dalu^mim.e  for  his  second.  FiiKDEnicK 
\'ax  CiUtTLANDT  WiiiTEentered  the  15ritish  army  inl781  as 
an  ensign,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  general.  He  married 
tiist  SoiMiiA  CooiiE.  and  after  her  death  Miss  Davidso.x. 
Wii.i.iAM  TuYox  \YiHTK,  another  son,  died  in  this  country. 
Of  the  daughters,  Ann  married  in  1787  Dr.  .Tonx  McNa- 
mai;a  ]Iayes,  (afterwards  Sir  Joiix,)  of  Golden  Square, 
rjf>ndon.  She  died  in  England.  Ma  nr; ahet  married  Peteii 
•1  w  Muxuo,  and  died  here,  and  Fuaxces,  who  married 
Hr.  Aia  niKALD  BnucE,  also  lived  and  died  in  the  United 
States.  The  portrait  of  Mr.  ^YII1TE,  belonging  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  is  from  an  excellent  picture  by  Copley,  in 
possessionof  AuGUSTL's  Yax  Coktlaxdt,  a  great  grandson. 
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THEOPHYLACT    BACHE. 

The  stormy  days  of  the  Revolution  naturallj' engendered 
the  bitterest  feeling  between  the  Revolutionists  and  the 
Royalists.  But  there  were  men  who,  while  acknowledging 
their  allegiance  to  the  king,  did  not  hold  the  theory  that 
the  "king  can  do  no  wrong."  They,  however,  opposed 
the  movement  to  cut  loose  from  the  mother  country,  and 
sought  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  the  oppos- 
ing forces.  TiiEOPiiYLACT  Baciie,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  one  of  these  men  of  peace.  Of  noble  and 
generous  instincts,  sterling  integrity,  fine,  dignilied  pres- 
ence, he  was  a  friend  to  all,  and  while  lamenting  the  rup- 
ture between  the  king  and  the  revolutionists,  he  accepted  its 
results,  and  lived  throngh  the  early  years  of  the  republic, 
devoting  a  large  share  of  his  time  to  charitable  objects 
and  public  pursuits,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Tjieopiiylact  Baciie  was  born  in  the  toAvn  of  Settle,  in 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  England,  on  January  17th, 
1784-5  (old  style.)  His  father  was  an  excise  collector. 
TiiEOPiiYLACT  arrived  in  New-York  September  17th,  175], 
and  acted  as  assistant  to  Paul  Richard,  a  successful 
merchant  of  that  day,  who  had  been  Mayor  of  the  Cit3% 
Six  3'ears  after  his  arrival  he  appears  in  the  public  prints 
of  that  day  as  the  seller  of  "a  choice  x^arcel  of  Madeira 
wine,  Cheshire  cheese,  spermaceti  candles,"  and  other  Eu- 
ropean stock ;  and  in  1757  records  show  that  he  was  a 
partner  with  Leoxard  Lispexard  as  a  merchant  and  owner 
of  the  ship  "Grace."  About  this  period  his  business 
as  an  importer  increased  so  rai^idly  as  to  warrant  a  change 
of  location,  and  in  1760  he  was  again  compelled  to  seek 
more  commodious  quarters.  On  October  16th  of  that  year 
he  married  Axx  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Axdrew  Barclay, 
a  wealthy  gentleman  from  Curacoa,  who  had  established 
himself  as  a  merchant  in  New-York.  This  connection 
proved  valuable  to  him.  Of  his  wife's  sisters,  Catherine 
married  Augustus  Vax  Cortlaxdt  ;  Sarah,  Anthony 
Lispenard  ;  Ann  Margaret,  Frederick  Jay  ;  Helena, 
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M.ijor  Mi)\(i;iiii.  :i  I'riii^li  oHi«.T,  nihl  ( 'ii  \  i:i.<<rTl-: 
.\\ii:i.i\,  iii:iiii.'(l  hr.  Ili(ii\i;i>  l'.\Il.l^.  'riii  "ni  n  i-AcT 
was  one  (>r  ;i  l;iii:<'  I'luiiil y,  hi'-  lnoi  Iwr.  K'  n  ii  \  i;i>.  ln-in^  the 
eiiilitci'iith  cliil'l.  II  i<  II  \i;i)  had  also  coiiio  to  Aiin-iica,  for 
as  <;irly  as  17<i(t  hf  was  establislied  in  Itiisiiicss  al  Phihidd- 
l)hia.  and  w  ii  h  'I'll  ini'ii  V  i,.\(  r  coiidiiclcd  an  iiinhTw  riling 
ai;t'!icy  \'*iv  \  fssi'ls  and  car^oi'S.  A  ])oli('y  isslill  in  rxist- 
(.'lu'c  issued  l»y  Ilic  I  wo  ludtluTs  al  I'liihi(h'liiliia,  dalcd 
May  olst ,  ITC'l,  on  a  shii»in('iit  lioin  Iha!  port  to  Havana  I»y 
tlio  brii;-  "  Sii('C(\ss "  for  a  :>.l  jx-r  ccnr.  consideration. 
]\i«  II  Ai;i>  was  married  on  October  2iHli,  17('>7,  IoS.\!:aii,  the 
oiil\  (hiiiuliter  id'  llic  ilhistrious  ]*)I:n.i amis  Fi;anki.in. 

'rh«»  name  (d"  Tii  Korii  ^  i,  \(  i  IIac  ii  i:  is  of  i)eciiliar  interest 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  seeing  tliat  lie  "was  one 
(d'  its  oi'^aiiizers  when  its  membeis  liist  ;issembled  to 
iiive  it"  the  name  it  has  borne  for  one  hundred  and 
tw"»Mity-om^  yeai's.  In  1770  lie  was  cliosen  its  Treasnrer  ; 
in  1771,  A'ice-President,  and  in  1773  lie  was  elected  its 
I'resident.  lie  was  also  a  petitioner  for  th(3  iiicori)(»ra- 
tion  (»f  the  ]\larine  Society,  and  one  of  the  incoi-jutiators 
of  the  Society  of  tlie  New- York  Hospital,  in  1771.  To 
what  extent  Mr.  ]^)A(  in:  took  part  in  the  f^rent  opposition 
to  lheSlami)A(l  in  170r>  theie  is  no  clear  recc)rd.  It  is 
almost  certain  that  he  took  no  iiromineiit  jiait.  Jle  was  a 
ni;in  of  domestic  tastes,  and  liis  business  seems  to  have  ab- 
sorbed nearly  his  whole  attention.  That  he  was  highly 
esteemed  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  Avhile  he  did  n(»t 
seek  political  distinction,  his  high  standing  and  nndoubted 
integiitv  led  the  citizens  to  regard  liim  as  one  of  their  most 
trusted  advisers.  AVhen  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one  was 
oiganized  in  May,  177-1,  Mr.  Bachi:  proved  himself  a  valu- 
able member,  lie  was  a  willing  promoter  of  the  first  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  was  one  of  two  appointed  to  oversee 
the  election  of  Deputies.  This  Congress  did  nothing  more 
than  adopt  a  "Declaration  of  Eights,''  and  recomnnMid 
to  the  Colonies  a  non-exportation  and  non-importation  Act, 
The  peaceful  proclivities  of  Mr.  Ba(  in:  were  plainly  shown 
in  177."),  when  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  reached 
New-York.     lie  regarded  the  war  as   a  contiict  between 
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friends  and  kindred.  In  New-York  the  lines  between  the 
king's  adherents  and  the  patriotic  party  were  becoming  more 
sliarph^  draw^n.  Attempts  were  made  to  break  up  the 
middle  party  and  compel  the  neutrals  to  dehne  their  posi- 
tion. Mr.  B ache's  family  in  America  Avere  divided  in 
tlieir  choice  of  king  and  coimtrv.  His  brother,  Richard, 
was  a  strong  Revolutionist.  Mr.  B ache's  attempts  to  re- 
main impartial  were  of  little  avail,  but  the  following  un- 
signed letter,  said  to  have  been  written  by  him  to  Major 
MoxcRiEFF,  discloses  some  phases  of  the  character  of  the 
man : 

New-York,  Septemher  3,  1775. 
Dkar  Major  : 

I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  ago  by  the  transport  which 
sailed  from  hence.  I  hope  you  have  received  it.  It  is  now 
decreed  by  the  Congress  criminal  to  speak,  and  as  it  wonld 
be  equally  so  to  write,  not  knowing  into  whose  hands  this 
may  fall  before  this  reaches  you.  I  am  determined  not  to 
transgress.  I  wish  to  remain  in  this  country  as  long  as  I 
can,  and  not  to  do  anything  that  may  cause  a  banishment, 
or  the  punishment  of  being  sent  to  the  mines  of  Sj^ms- 
bur\-,  which  are  punishments  daily  inflicted  on  those  jioor 
culprits  who  are  found,  or  even  supposed,  inunlcal.  Don't 
think  of  returning  here  while  the  unhappy  contest  con- 
tinues. You  will  be  ferreted  and  exposed  to  insults  I  would 
wish  you  to  avoid.  I  will  take  care  of  your  wife  as  much  as 
a  brother  or  a  friend  can  do.  She  is  as  well  and  as  happy  as 
can  be  expected.  I  expect  that  she  will  lay  in  at  Flatbush, 
as  I  think  it  would  be  dangerous  to  bring  her  to  town.  The 
late  iiring  of  the  "  Asia"  has  been  fatal  to  many  women  in 
her  situation.  The  family  join  me  in  love  to  you,  and 
believe  me  to  be,  dear  Moxcrieff, 

Y^'ours, 


To  Major  Moxcrieff, 

Boston. 

Tiio.uAS  Moxcrieff  had  married  Helena  Barclay,  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  Bache,  in  \11\.     This  letter  caused  trouble 
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t(i  Mr.  I'.  \(iii;,  fi  ir  Im' w  ;is  siiiiiiiiniii'(l  Itcfori'  lilt' ('oiiiiiiilh'C 
(if  SnlfU'  I'i.r  t\;r.;iiii:iti<'ii.  Tliroimli  a  lii''ii<ll  \-  liiiil .  liow- 
<'V('i\  III-  left  liiwii.  Ill  I77."i  lie  was  a^aiii  cih'd  l<pa|i)M'ai' 
Ix'Torc  iIk'  ( '(iiiiiiiittt'c,  lull  111'  ii'iilit'd  in  a  cliarachTislic 
Iftlcr,  tlial  Im'  was  deeply  colici'liicd  al  I  lie  <'liai-un'  t  lia  t  lie 
was  iiiiiiiical  In  llie  cause  n\'  Aiiieiica.  lie  declared  tlie 
acciisalioM  a^aiiisl  liiiii  was  iinwaiTaiiled,  and  was  made 
by  tli(>s(Mina('(|iiaiiiled  with  liis  seiiliineids.  ''J  siii<eiely 
lioix'fora  recdncilialioTi,"  lie  wr()t«%  "  lliat  lliis  once  liai>|>y 
coiinn'\'  mav  eniov  \ho  hlcssini^s  of  peace."  Al'mit  ilii^ 
jieiiod  he  retrtnited  (<»  ihe  i'lilish  lines,  and  dniiiiL;'  t  lie 
waiilivided  his  lime  helweeii  Ihis  Cily  and  his  Flalliii>li 
residence,  a  favoiito  coinilry  seal  with  New- Yorkers. 
l)iiiiim- ihe  coiillirt  1)0  maintained  a  stiict  iieiihalily.  Imf 
on  the  niiilit  of  .lime  l.')tli,  177S,  he  was  canied  ofV)>y  force, 
with  Major  ]\roN(Kii;FF,  to  Morristown,  N.  J.,  where  they 
umlerwent  a  nominal  confinement  forn  short  time.  Diirini!: 
the  war  he  did  his  utmost  to  alleviate  the  distress.  In 
17.^4  his  interest  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Avas  a,<rain 
made  manifest  by  his  efTorls  to  readmit  to  memlxM-ship  all 
those  who  had  been  absent  during  the  war.  With  oilier 
j»arties,  ]Mr.  r.\(i!i..  in  1770,  had  become  interested  in  larire 
tracts  of  land,  and  in  17>r»  he  was  interested  with  .1  \mi:s 
r.  via  I,  \Y  in  a  claim  to  a.  tract  of  18,000  acres  on  the  west 
•^ide  of  the  waters  \\hi(li  How  into  Lake  Champlain. 
When  peace  was  restored  he  re-commenced  bnsiness  at  his 
(•Id  place.  No.  8S  ITanovtn-  Square,  which,  from  1704  to 
ISO],  is  described  as  V22  Pearl  street.  Mr.  Baciik  erected 
the  buildin,u-s  on  Water-street,  then  known  as  Nos.  8:"),  80 
and  87.  In  1802  Mr.  Baciik  occupied  Xo.  87.  As  the 
"  river  front  "  became  further  tilled  in,  four  more  houses 
were  added,  on  Front-street,  and  on  its  linal  extension  to 
South-street  he  erected  two  liue  warehouses,  known  as  44 
and  45  South-street,  which  were  subsequently  accepted  as 
models  for  similar  structures.  These  were  destroyed  in 
the  disastrous  lire  of  183.").  Here,  on  the  ground  tloor, 
Jon  AiiTAX  GooDiin:,  the  founder  of  the  old  and  well  known 
house  of  GooDiiuK  &  Co.,  occupied  an  office.  No.  4."")  was 
the  office   of    the   late  :\[o>ks   Tayt.ou.   the  distinguished 
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merchant  "wliose  i^ortrait  adorns  the  walls  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  In  1803  Mr.  Baciie  took  his  son  Andrew 
into  partnership,  the  firm  becoming  Tiieopiiylact  & 
AxDREW  Baciie.  Tlie  business  was  not  prosperous 
during  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Baciie's  career.  The 
period  was  one  of  commercial  disaster.  The  whole  world 
Avas,  so  to  speak,  armed  to  the  teeth.  Mr.  Baciie 
died  on  October  30th,  1807,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  from  the  house  of  his  friend  and  kins- 
man, Charles  McEyers,  in  Wall-street,  on  the  following- 
Sunday.  Mr.  Baciie  was  a  Governor  of  the  New- York 
Hospital  from  1785  to  1797,  and  President  from  1794  to 
1797,  and  second  President  of  the  St.  Georgp:'s  Society  in 
17SC.  Revolutionists  and  Royalists  alike  seem  to  have  re- 
garded him  with  great  respect,  for  he  Avas  made  Vice- 
President  of  the  Chamber  in  1788,  and  was  re-elected 
yearly  until  1792.  lie  was  a  vestrvmau  of  Trinity  Church 
for  many  years.  By  his  wife,  Axx  Dorothy  Barclay, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1795,  1x3  had  a  numerous  issue, 
several  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 


WILLIAM    AVALTON. 

WiLLiA:\r  Waltox,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  successively  its  Treasurer,  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  President,  came  of  English  descent,  though  early 
in  the  eighteenth  century  his  ancestors  x^layed  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  maritime  and  commercial  history  of 
America.  His  uncle,  William  Waltox,  realized  a  for- 
tune from  his  fleet  of  vessels  plying  to  southern  ports. 
He  controlled  the  carrving  trade  of  St.  Augustine,  the 
Spaniards  being  especially  friendly  towards  him.  William 
AValtox,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
Waltox,  a  brother  of  William  just  referred  to,  and  was 
born  in  this  City  in  1731.  His  uncle,  William,  regarded 
his  nephew  with  great  favor,  and  early  took  him  into  the 
business  he  had  found   so  lucrative.     The  uncle  had  no 
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cliildicii    of   liis  iiwii.      As   ill.'  \  Mil  iiLT  111:111  ^M"«'\v  up  li«'  'ii- 
jityrd  :ill    I  lie  :i(l\  .•iiil:iuts    wliidi    :i     11  im'  ]  .li>Ni(iil<',  ImsilU'SS 
success  ;iii(l  ul'iw  ini^  ])r<)siiect.s  colli d  ^i\<'  hi m.     ( )ii  OcIoImt 
'.'*].  IT.'T,  (Ik-  record  (d'  \f\\  '^^ll■k  ni.irrinircs  iiiiuouiiccs  liis 
jilliniicc  with  the  iidliiciilinl  f.iiiMly  of  ihc  IM:  L  \  nckys,  for, 
('II   tlmt  (hitc,   lie  niMiiicd  M  \  i;v.  (hiiiizhtcr  (d'   Licutcii:mt- 
( i(i\  (inoi-  Jam  is  1)i;  La  N(  i;v.     '1  he  Di:  I^  a  N(  i.^  s  li:id  iiilcr- 
iiiMiricd     wiili     ihc    \' A  N    ("oKri-ANDTs,    one    (d"    the    most 
]H.\vririi]    hmiilies    in     the     province.      In     IT'lS    William 
W  \i  i('\.  lh(>  Uiude.  died,  :\iid  W  ill  I  AM,  the  iiepliew,  with 
his   I'ldthi  r,   c;nri((l    on    the  luisiness  under  the   style   of 
William   \-   .1  A(  or,  AV  a  i.rox  iV  Co.     .Tacoh  lind  iniinied 
:i  dauiihter  of  11i;m:y  ('i:r(.i;i:,  :ind  av:is  n   member  «d"  the 
Xew-Ycik  (Teneral  Assembly.     In  ]772  tin;  two  bioihers 
owned  hirge  tracts  of  land  at  Socialboroiiijh,  in  the  northern 
]xirt  of  the  State,  and  also  were  engaged  in  manufacturing. 
Will  lAM  was  a  man  of  great  public  spirit.     Even  in  those 
piimiiive  days  he  saw  tlie  need  of  an  association  of  a,  body 
of  merchants,  by  whose  nnited  efforts  the  commercial  and 
maritime  interests  of  the  country  coukl  be  advanced.     He 
accordingly  lielped  organize  tlie  Cliamber  of  Commerce  in 
1708,  was  its  Treasurer  in  1771,  its  Vice-President  in  J  772, 
and  President  from  1774  to  1775.     lie  was  also  a  petitioner 
for  the  incorporation  of  the  Marine  Society,  and   was  ri 
warm  supporter  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  merchants 
in  oj^position  to  the  Stamp  Act.     lie  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Fifty-one,  which  was 
formed  soon  after  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  closing  of  the 
Port  of  Boston.    Mr.  W  a  i/n  > \  was  also  one  of  the  Commi  t tee 
of  Sixty,  appointed  to  carry  out  the  non-importation  and 
non  exportation  order  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress 
of  1774,  and  records  show  that  he  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  One  Hundred,  chosen  in 
1775.     Like  many  others,  Mr.  Walton's  sympathies  were 
with  the  patriotic  party,  but  family  ties  probably  modified 
the  course  he  personally  would  liave  chosen. 

The  T>K  Lancets  were  nearly  all  adherents  to  the  Royal- 
ists' cause,  while  the  Waltons  were  inclined  to  be  neutral 
in  the  conflict.     About  this  time  Mr.  ^Valton  went  to  his 
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residence  in  Jersey,  intending  probably  to  stay  there  until 
something  Avas  definitely  settled,  but  linally  returned  to 
the  City  when  the  British  authority  was  restored.  Soon 
after  his  Jersey  estates  Avere  conhscated. 

During  the  war  he  resided  in  New- York,  employing 
himself  in  alleviating  the  distress  and  in  mitigating  the 
severities  the  war  occasioned.  When  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce resumed  its  sittings,  June  21st,  1779,  Mr.  Walton 
became  a  regular  attendant,  and  in  1783  he  was  again 
chosen  Vice-President.  Though  he  continued  to  reside 
in  the  City,  Mr.  Waltox  did  not  resume  active  busi- 
ness. He  died  August  ISth,  1706,  in  the  sixty-hfth 
year  of  his  age.  His  wife  died  May  16th,  1767.  Mr. 
Walto:n^  left  three  sons,  who  inherited  his  estates.  Their 
names  were  William,  James  De  Lancet  and  Jacob. 
Jacob,  after  serving  a  term  in  the  British  Navy,  became  a 
Rear  Admiral.  Danikl  Crommelin  Verplanck  married 
the  daughter,  Ann.  The  old  name  is  still  directly  preserved 
by  the  Reverend  William  Walton,  a  son  of  Jacob,  the 
British  Admiral.  The  Walton  family  has  been  an  honor- 
able one.  It  should  be  added,  that  the  old  Walton  house, 
continuously  held  by  the  family  since  1752,  was  standing 
until  within  a  few  years,  in  Franklin  Square,  and  was 
known  as  326  Pearl-street.  This  old  relic  had  been 
the  scene  of  many  an  important  gathering  in  the  old 
Colonial  days.  William  Walton,  the  uncle  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  built  the  homestead,  and  at  his  death  be- 
queathed it  to  his  nephew,  AVilliam.  Many  notables 
shared  the  hospitalities  of  this  mansion,  and  its  historic 
connections  will  always  be  found  of  interest. 


JOHN     ALSOP. 

The  family  of  Alsop  in  America  is  descended  from 
RiciiAKD  Alsop,  who  emigrated  from  England  towards 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  centuiy,  and  under  the 
13atronage  of  TnoMAS  Wandell,  a  brother  of  his  mother. 
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sjetllrd  ;it  Mrs  J  1.1 1  Kills,  since  calli'd  Miispelli,  mikI  iiflfrwnnls 
known  :is  New  low  n,  Ij'Iil;-  l>l:iii(l.  Mr.  W  \ nki.i.i..  d yin;; 
willidiil  isisiic.  It'll  his  t'slnit'  in  iScwtowii  h.  his  iii'|th»'\v, 
who  ((inliTini'd  lo  reside  upon  it  until  his  dentji.  \\\  his 
wile,  JIan.naii,  (hiuulilei-  ()['  explain  John  C  mhimii  i.i,,  a 
lanioiis  Indian  liuhter,  lie  left  a  nunieroiis  issue.  His  third 
son,  .loiiN  Ai.soi',  was  bii-cl  to  the  Icirnl  ]»i<d"essi(pii,  and 
early  loead'd  hiniself  at  New-W indsor,  in  ( )raii,ii:(' ('onnty, 
I\'ew-\(iik,  hill  soon  i<nio\((l  to  the  City  of  2s'ew-^o^l\. 
Avheic  he  was  admitted  a  rnmian  in  17-!'.).  lie  conliniied 
in  the  jjiaciiee  of  his  jjiol'ession  unlii  his  (h'atli.  in  ITiil. 
lie  inaiiied  Ar.it.Aii..  daughter  of  .!osi:i'ii  Sa(  kktt,  of 
A'ewtowii,  iiy  whom  he  had  t wo  sons,  .loiiN  ami  lli<iiAi;i», 
both  of  whom  snr\  i\ed  him. 

.loiiN  AlsoI',  the  subject  of  tliis  sketcli,  was  the  eldest 
son  of  John  Ai.sor  and  Ahkjaii,  Sa('K!:'I"i\     'J'lie  juecise 
date  of  liis  birth  is  not,  known.     He  was  brouulit    up  as  n 
nieiiimnt,  as  liis  name  appears  signed  John  Ai.soJ',  .Inidoi', 
to  the  agreement  entered  into  by  tlie  i)rincipal  mei'c-hants  of 
the  City,  in  December,  IT;"):},  "not  to  receive  copiter  lialf- 
pence  otherwise  than  fourteen  foi'  a  shilling."     About  this 
time  he  engaged  in  business  with  liis  i)rother,  IJi(  iiaim), 
under    tlie    linn     of    .loiix     «.V'    I^kiiaim)    Ai.soj'.      Their 
])artners]iip  was  dissolved  on  the  30tli  of  September,  1757, 
]Ji(  iiAiv'i*    removing    to    Middletown,    Conn.,    and    John 
continuing  the  Imsiness  in  New-Yoik    in  his  own   name, 
lie  soon  reached  the  first  rank  among  tiie  niercdiants  (»f  the 
City.     During  the  period  which  preceded  and  fallowed  the 
passage  and  repeal  of  the  Stamj)  Act,  in  170.")  and  17GG,  he 
was  active  with  his  fellow  merchants  in  measures  of  resist- 
ance to  the  oppressive  laws  of  the  British  Parliament,  and 
in  May,  17G9,  Avas  chosen  to  read  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
merchants   of  the   resolution   adopted    l>y  tlie    Assembly, 
thanking  them  for  their  faithful  observance  of  the  Non- 
Importation  agreements.     He  was  then  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  he  had  aided  in  founding  the 
year  before.     In  1770  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection to  enforce  the  agreements  which  were  still  con- 
tinued.    When  the   news  of  the  i^assage  of  the  Boston 
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Port  Bill  reached  New-Yoi-k,  in  May,  1774,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  ^yas  raised  to  concert  measures 
of  resistance,  Joiix  Alsop  was  tlie  first  named  of  tlie  fifty- 
one  members  ;  and,  on  the  organization  of  the  Committee, 
was  chosen  deputy  Chairman.  In  the  summer  of  tlie  samt; 
year  he  was  elected  one  of  the  New- York  delegates  to  the 
First  Continental  Congress.  In  May,  1775,  he  was  one  of 
the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  chosen  by  the  citizens  to 
take  charge  of  the  Government  till  a  convention  could  be 
assembled :  the  following  vear  he  w^as  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress.  On  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, Mr.  Alsop  and  his  colleagues,  representing  the  State 
of  New- York,  were  recalled,  the  State  not  being  prepared 
to  ratify  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  In  a  letter  to 
the  convention  he  expressed  surprise  and  indignation  at 
the  slight  put  upon  the  New^-York  delegation,  in  leaving  it 
without  instructions  on  this  point,  although  such  instruc- 
tions had  been  repeatedly  sought  for.  Withdrawing  to 
Middletown,  where  his  brother's  family  was  settled,  he  re- 
sided there  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  return  to  the 
City,  in  17S4,  he  renewed  his  connection  with  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  was  one  of  the  petitioners  for  a  confirm- 
ation of  the  charter  from  the  State  in  April  of  that  year. 
On  the  re-organization  of  the  Chamber  he  was  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  his  fellow^  merchants  for  the  Presidency  of 
that  body — a  high  tribute  to  the  integrity  of  his  character 
and  the  fidelity  of  his  attachment  to  his  native  land — 
from  men  Ivho  had  not  always  agreed  with  him  in  opinion. 
In  1785  he  declined  a  re-election,  owing  to  his  failing  health 
and  advanced  years,  and  he  gradually  withdrew  from 
business. 

Mr.  Alsop  was  for  many  years  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity 
Church,  President  of  the  Society  of  the  New- York  HosjdI- 
tal  from  1770  to  1784,  and  also  served  as  Governor  from 
1784  to  1788.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Hospital. 

Mr.  Alsop  married,  on  the  8th  June,  1766,  Mary  Frogat, 
who  died  on  the  14tli  Ajpril,  1772,  at  the  early  age  of  28 
years,  leaving  to  his  care  an  onl}^  child,  Mary,  who  was 
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in;irrii'.l  Maicli  :>()tli,  17S(;,  lo  Iloii.  IJi  i  i  >  Kim;,  then  ri 
(li'lt'ii-;itL'  from  Massachiisctfs  to  lln'  ( 'oiii^ress  silliiii;  in 
Now- York.  Mr.  Ai.sni- dii-il  (Ui  ilir  22d  NovtMuber,  IT'.M. 
:il  nil  Milvaiiccil  ai^e. 

Tilt'  (U'sctMuhints  of  .1  ( 'ii  x  Alsoi-  w cii'  u .■]!  Iciiown  in  \<'\v- 
^<)!■k.  'riit'y  urr.'  tlir  IImii.  .Idiiv  Also!'  Kino,  foriiM'rly 
(iovcriior  of  iIk-  Sial.'  of  New-York  ;  tin-  lloii.  Ciinklks 
Kin...  I,L.  I>.  rivsid.Mil  of  Coluiiil>ia  College;  iIp'  II"M. 
.1  \  M  I  -  (iiii;i;  K  1  \(;,  of  llie  "Teal  l)aiikiiiir  lioiise  of  l*i;i\ii, 
Wakd  iV  l\i\(..  who  represented  NiMv-Jfrscy  in  llie  :51st 
( 'oiiuro-^  ;  and  who  was  also  Pnvsidenl  of  I  he  (  haiiiber  of 
Commeree  I'roni  li^4.")  to  1S47,  and  from  181S  to  1S41). 

The  name  of  Alsop,  extinct  in  the  line  of  .loiix.  is  sus- 
tained by  descendants  of  liis  l>rother,  Uk  iiAi:i>.  His 
grandson,  Kk  iiai:i>,  was  a  distinguished  merchant  of 
IMiilad.'Iitliia,  and  the  fonnder  of  the  great  houses  of  A  i.soi' 
\-  Co.,  which,  with  its  connections  on  tlie  Avest  coast  of 
Ani'rica,  carried  the  name  of  Ai.-^oi'  to  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth,  and  made  it  a.  faniiliar  sound  <«n  tin'  com- 
nifivial  marts  of  the  eastern  and  western  hemispheres. 


JOHN     MURRAY. 

.lo:i\  Mi  iMiAY  was  of  Scotch  ]->arentage,  horn  in  the 
town  of  Swataca,  Pennsylvania,  in  I7:;7.  l-/nly  in  life 
he  came  to  New-York  City  and  entered  the  counting- 
house,  or  store,  as  the  merchants  of  that  day  nuxh'stly 
designated  their  places  of  business,  (d'  an  ohh-r  brother, 
UoHKHT,  with  whom  he  was  at  a  later  period  associateil  in 
partnership,  under  the  name  of  Koi;i:i:r  <S:  Joiix  Mi-kkay. 
The  house  was  hiter  continued  nnder  the  styles  of  .loiiN' 
>[ii:nAV,   .Toirx  MruuAY  &  Sox  and  Jottv   Muuk.vy  & 

SoXS. 

He  was  a  man  of  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manners,  and 

plain,  simple  habits,  particularly  averse  to  display  of  any 

kind  ;  as  a  citizen,  among  the  foremost  in  the  support  of 

all  the  religious  and  philanthropic  institutions  of  the  day  ; 
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in  his  religions  belief  a  Presbyterian,  and  for  many  years 
an  elder  in  Dr.  Rodgeks'  clmroh. 

As  a  business  man  lie  was  comj)reliensive  in  his  views, 
of  strict  integrity  and  successful. 

He  took  no  x)rominent  iDart  in  xDublic  affairs,  and  is  not 
known  ever  to  have  held  any  office.  In  his  political 
oj^inions  he  was  a  Federalist,  and  among  his  most  intimate 
friends  were  Rufus  King  and  Ale?:axder  Hamilto]s^. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Murray  was  much 
engaged  in  acting  as  referee  and  arbitrator  in  cases  of  mer- 
cantile differences,  and  an  appeal  was  rarely  taken  from 
his  decisions. 

Mr.  Murray  was  admitted  to  the  Chamber  on  the  8d  of 
August,  1779.  In  1788  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of 
the  Institution,  and  in  1798  advanced  to  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, which  he  held  continually  until  1806. 

Mr.  Murray  died  at  his  country  seat  on  Xew-York 
Island,  then  three  miles  from  the  City,  now  that  part  of  it 
known  as  "  Murray  Hill,"  on  the  17th  of  October,  1808, 
aged  71. 


ROBERT  LENOX. 

The  mercantile  career  of  Robert  Lexox  is  best  summed 
up  in  the  words  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  his  death,  which  occurred  on  December 
13th,  1839,  at  the  ripe  age  of  80  years.  In  that  tribute 
he  was  declared  to  be  "an  eminent  merchant  who,  for 
a  period  beyond  the  ordinary  course  of  human  life,  had 
been  distinguished  for  great  prudence,  a  clear  and  sound 
judgment,  and  unblemished  reputation."  Mr.  Lexox 
Avas  born  in  the  town  of  Kirkcudbright,  Scotland,  in  De- 
cember, 1759,  but  came  to  this  country  when  very  young. 
After  attending  school  for  a  brief  period  at  Burlington, 
New- Jersey,  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  an 
uncle,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.     After  his  marriage,   in  1783,  he  re- 
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visited  (ho  scones  of  liis  Midi  :iii<I  chiMlKiod,  mid  in  ]:S4 
nliinit'd    to    Nt'W-Yoik,    wlific    In-    ;ii     once    coniinciiccil 
l)ii>iii('ss  ill  a  niodcnito  wMy,  condiictiiiir  il  with  i!i;it  skill 
.•ind    iiriidt'uce   wliicli    clwu-actcri/.cd   him   Ihi-oii^^dioiit    life. 
l)i.  CiiAiM.is  Kino,  liistoriaii  of  the  ('liMiiihcr,  says  of  hini, 
*'  that    he  was  oiu'  of  th<'  most  cxtt'iisivc,  as  wdl  as  siic- 
ct's.sful    iiH.'ii-haiits    ill  I  he    I  iiilcd   States,    and    such   was 
his  prudence  and  sn^^acity  that  it  is  believed  then*  was  not 
a    \i-A\-  diiiiiii!:  the  whole  jxM'iod  oi'  his  actual  iiKTcantih; 
lite    in    which    he   did    n«i!    liiid    his    ])ro])ei'ty   fjreater   at 
ilie  (  I'l^c  ili.iu  it  had  l)een  at  the  coinniencenient."'     This 
estimate   of    Mr.    Lhnox's   characl^er  and    ability    is    nn- 
(hmbtedly  a  just  one,  amh  in  view  of  the  danger  at   that 
time  to  American  commerce,  occasioned  by  the  depreda- 
tions of  maritime  belligerents,  Mr.  Lkxox  seems  to  have 
esca])ed  those   reverses   which   befell   other  iiierehants  of 
that  day.     lie  became  a  member  of  the  Clnunber  of  Com- 
merce on  March  7th,  1780,  and  was  rarely  absent  from  his 
seat  at  the  reiiular  meetings.     The  rec(>rds  show  that  he 
was  one  of  the  most  active  members  after  the  revival  of 
the  Chamber  in   1817,  and  his  name  is  foun«l  on  several 
Comnuttees,  charged  with  the  consideration  (»f  imi)ortant 
•  piestions.     It  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  record  the  fact, 
that  the  Cliand)er  of  Commerce  was  then  interesting  itself 
in    the  promulgation   of  the   principles  of  free  trade.      A 
l)rotective  tariff  was  considered  bv  many  of  the  members  as 
a  "  delusion  and  a  snare.''     Mr.  Lkno.x  seems  to  have  been 
impressed  with  free  ti'ade  doctrines,  for  he  ajipears  as  one 
of  the  delegates  of   the  Chand)er   lo    the   celebrated  free 
trade  convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  fall  of  18:20, 
"f  which  WiLr.i.\M  Eayaim»,  then  President  of  the  Cham- 
ber, was  President.     In  January,    1824,    ^Iv.   Lknox    was 
ppointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
organized  to  oppose  the  increase  of  the  tariff,  which  was  then 
threatened.     The  interest  shown  by  Mr.  Li:\<>x,  in  matters 
affecting  the  mercantile  prosperity  of  New- York,  pr<»mpted 
the  members  of  the  Chamber,  in  1819,  to  elect  him  \'ice- 
President,  which   ofhce   he   idled    until    the   fall   of  18-iO, 
when,  npon   President   Bay.vkd's   death,    he   was   uuani- 
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moush'  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  continued  to  hold 
the  office  of  President  until  he  died,  in  1839.  In  this  brief 
sketch  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  important 
questions  of  public  interest  Avhicli  the  Chamber  discussed, 
and  took  action  upon,  during  Mr.  Lenox's  official  term.  It 
earnestly  sought  to  influence  Congressional  action  in  favor  of 
free  trade,  and  Mr.  LEZs'Oxwas,  undoubtedly,  an  uncompro- 
mising free-trader  in  its  widest  sense,  and  lost  no  opjDortunity 
of  imi^ressing  his  views  npon  his  colleagues.  By  virtue  of 
his  office  as  President  of  the  Chamber,  Mr.  Lenox  was 
a  trustee  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  and  helped  carry  out  many  practical  reforms  in 
that  noble  institution.  Permission  was  given  to  change 
the  site  of  the  hosi)ital,  the  Staten  Island  ])roperty  being 
purchased  for  that  purpose  ;  part  of  the  building  was 
erected,  and  the  humane  work  of  caring  for  old  sailors 
began  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  commenced 
to  assume  proportions  which,  since  then,  have  become  con- 
solidated into  one  of  the  most  beneficent  organizations  of 
the  world — a  noble  monument  to  its  founder,  Capt.  Robekt 
RiciiAED  Randall. 


ISAAC    CAROW. 

Isaac  Caeow"  belonged  to  an  old  Hngnenot  family  that 
settled  in  Xew-York  about  1655.  He  was  born  at  St.  Croix, 
in  the  West  Indies,  March  29th,  1778,  his  father,  Isaac 
Carow,  being  a  merchant  in  the  West  Indian  trade.  His 
mother's  name  was  Ann  Cooper.  Isaac  Carow,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  moved  to  New- York  in  1793,  and  mar- 
ried Eliza  Mowatt,  his  cousin,  June  80th,  1808,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  children.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  pul)lic 
affairs,  and  devoted  considerable  time  and  money  to  chari- 
ta])le  purposes.  He  was  AVarden  of  St.  Mark's  Episcopal 
Church,  a  Governor  of  New- York  Hospital,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Bible  Society  and  a  warm  promoter  of  the 
Society  Library.     He  visited  Europe  in  1815,  and  again  in 
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I^•i7.     l)iiriii.i;'  t  lu'  liiili'i- visit    li;-  was  t  lu' ixiU'st  nf    L\i  w 
K'li  i;.  111  l''r:iii<'i'. 

His  u[>riL;"lit  cliaiactcr  ami  staii'lin,^  as  a  iiifirliaiil  led 
tin-  iiK'inlit'is  ol"  t he  Cliaiiilx  r  of  Cunimc'ct!  to  clt'cl  liini 
tJH-ir  jircsldiiiL;- ollicer,  and  Mr.  ('\i;(t\\  served  in  thai  ca- 
jKicity  from  isiu  to  ISJ-J.  1  )r.  Cii  \i:i  i>.  K  i  no,  I  lie  liisto- 
1  iaii  !>!'  the  Uhaml>er.  says  :  "Of  Mr.  (".\  i;o\v,\\  Im  has  siiic«» 
paid  the  debt  of  iiatiiii',  we  liave  not  succeeded  in  ohlainiii;; 
any  (h-Iails  that  nii^lit  aid  tMir  own  recolh.'clio!i  of  him  a-^  an 
old  ae([iiaintanee— a  felh)\v  passiMiger  under  t  ryiii.LC  circuni- 
stances  on  a  vovaii'e  to  ]Mir()i)e  towards  the  (•h)se  of  tin;  war 
of  18l-i — and  a.sainan  of  marlv  upon  '('hani^e,  thoii^di  of  llie 
ureatest  nuxle.st}'  and  simiilieity,  Mr.  ('ai:(»\v  was  (»f  :i 
vt>ry  i-etirini;-  disi)()sition  and  haliits  yet  (d"  very  ch'ar  per- 
ceptions and  decided  convictions —amiable  and  gentle, 
thonuli  with  a  short,  cpiick  manner  occasionally,  that  might 
bo  taken  for  iin])atience,  but  for  the  kind  smile  which  so 
usually  aeconii)aiHed  it.  lie  was  diligent,  cautions  and 
exact  in  luisiness,  and  therefore  successful,  and  al  his 
death  left  behind  him  no  enemies  and  a  spotless  name." 

Mr.  ('\i;ow  (lied  in  this  City  Sei)tiMuber  Ikl,  18.-)(>.  The 
linn  of  which  ]\<'  was  the  head,  ami  the  one  succeeding  it 
bearing  the  Cai;ow  name,  are  now  extinct. 


JAMES  GORE  KING. 

.Iamks  Ctoi;k  Kin<;  was  the  thiid  sou  of  RuFfs  KiN(i  and 
Mai:v  a  I. -or.  his  wife.  Ho  was  born  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1701,  at  the  residence  of  Ids 
grandfath.n-,  Joiix  Ai.soi>,  Xo.  38  Smith-street,  afterwards 
known  as  62  Williaiustreet. 

He  entered  Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in 
180G,  and  graduated  from  it  with  honor  in  1810. 

In  the  summer  of  1814,  when  a  very  large  militia  force 
was  called  out  by  the  General  Government  and  stationed 
in  this  City,  Jamks  Goui-:  King  was  selected  as  his 
Assistant;  Adjutant-General  by  Major-General  Eiu:xezi-:u 
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Stevens,  wlio  commanded  in  chief  the  whole  militia  con- 
tingent, in  subordination  to  the  general  officer  of  the  United 
States  Arm 5^,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  command  of  the 
military  district,  and  especially  the  defence  of  the  City  of 
^.'ew-York.  The  troops  were  disbanded  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  winter  of  1814-15,  and  with  the  peace  which 
was  concluded  at  Ghent  in  December,  1814,  closed  his 
military  service. 

In  the  year  1815  he  established,  under  the  firm  of  James 
G.  Kix€+  &  Co.,  a  commission  house  in  this  City.  In  the 
year  1818,  however,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
father-in-law,  Mr.  Gkacie,  he  broke  up  his  business  in 
this  City,  and  went  to  Liverpool,  and  there,  wdth  his 
l)rother-in-law,  Auciiibald  Gkacie,  established  the  house 
of  King  &  GiiACiE. 

During  a  residence  of  nearly  six  years  in  this  chief  of 
English  seaports,  with  a  large  business,  and  encountering 
heavy  responsibilities,  Mr.   Kixg  so  skillfally  steered  his 
bark,  that  in  despite  of  the  wide-spread  calamities  which, 
both  in  England  and  Am.erica,  marked  the  years  1822,  1823 
and  1824,  he  maintained  his  own  high  character,  fulfilled 
all  the  responsibilities  of  his  house,  and  on  leaving  Eng- 
land, in  1824,  in  compliance  with  advantageous  arrange- 
ments made  for  his  future  residence  in  New-York,  left  be- 
hind him  an  enviable  name  and  reputation  for  urbanity, 
intelligence,    i^romptness   and  integrity.     He  made   many 
fast  and  valuable  friends  while  abroad,  and  retained  their 
good  Avill  and  confidence  unabated  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
While  in  Liverpool  he  was  brought  into  relations  of 
business  and  much  personal  intimacy  with  the  late  Joiix 
Jacob  Astoe,  who  was  on  a  brief  visit  to  Europe ;  and 
such  was  the  impression  made  upon  that  sagacious  observer 
and  almost  unerring  judge  of  character,  by  the  business 
tact  and  x^romptness  of  Mr.  King,  and  his  general  charac- 
ter, that,  upon  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Astor 
invited  him  to  come  to  Xew-York,  and  take  the  chief  di- 
rection of  the  American  Fur  Company,  with  a  very  liberal 
salary.     This  offer  Mr.  Klxg  declined,  but  Mr.  Astoe  con- 
tinned  his  fast  friend  always,  and  had  another  occasion  of 
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pioviiiu-  liis  friendship  :il)i)ut  tlKM'loseof  182:3.  Consulted  l»y 
Mr.  ri;i\ii:,  tlieuat  the  lu'ad  <»r  I  ln' hoiisoof  Pim.mk,  Wa  IM>, 
.Sam»s  iV  Co.,  as  to  his  kii<>\vhid,u;o  of  some  lit  I  in;^  person 
lip  »ii  uliotii  y\v.  riiiMi:  iiiiuhl  safely  devolve  a  jjortion  of 
the  business  of  iiis  house,  Mr.  Asroi;  ;it  onee  su<z:!J:<'Stt'd  tin' 
inline  of  Jamks  (A.  KiNc,  and  accoinpiinied  it  with  such 
t'ulo^it's  as  to  determine  Mr.  i*.ui\ii:,  who  it  seems,  fnuii 
some  business  intercourse  between  their  housi.'S,  had  him- 
self thought  of  Mr.  1vix(J,  to  invite  him  to  become  a  ])artner 
in  his  house. 

This  pi\)posal  Mr.  Kinc;  accepted,  and  cann;  back  to 
New-York,  and  on  the  1st  of  J^Iay,  ]S2t,  became  a  partner 
.if  the  house  of  Phimh,  Waud,  Saxds,  Ki\(;  &  Co.,  which 
then  consisted  of  Natiianikl  Piumi:,  Samukl  Wai:i>, 
.I(>si:i>ir  Sands,  Jamks  Gouk  Kixa  and  Rohkiit  Rav. 

In  IS'JO  the  death  of  Mr.  Saxds  caused  a  dissolution  of 
I  he  linn,  which  was  reconstituted  under  the  name  of  Pl:I.^f  i:, 
Ward,  KiX(i  Sz  Co.,  consisting  of  all  the  surviving  ])artners 
of  tile  linn,  with  the  addition  of  Edward P1M.M1:,  eldest  son 
of  the  senior  partner. 

In  ls:J4  lie  became  warmly  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
irreat  undertaking — the  New- York  and  Erie  Railroad — 
then  all  bnt  hopeless,  so  great  was  the  indiffevence  of  the 
public  to  its  claims,  and  so  general  the  distrust  of  its 
feasibility. 

After  considering  the  subject  w^ell,  and  satisfying  him- 
self both  of  the  practicability  and  the  advantages  of  such  a 
road,  in  183."5  he  consented  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  the 
Company — declining,  however,  to  receive  any  salary.  A 
new  subscription  was  started,  with  gratifying  success.  Mr. 
KiXii,  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  visited  and  inspected  the 
whole  line  of  the  road,  new  surveys  were  made,  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  road  along  the  Delaware  was  put 
under  contract,  and  in  the  following  year,  1831,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  moved  thereto  in  no  slight  degree  by 
the  high  character  of  Mr.  Kixci,  nnder  whose  management 
it  was  felt  that  whatever  aid  might  be  appropriated  i)y  the 
State  would  be  faithfully  applied,  granted  to  the  Company 
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tlie  credit  of  the  State  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of 
dollars. 

In  1837  failures  of  largely  extended  houses,  commencing 
at  New-Orleans,  spread  throughout  the  land.  New-York 
had  its  full  jDroportion.  In  London,  too,  several  houses, 
chiefly  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
were  brought  to  a  stand.  The  Bank  of  England  set  its 
face  against  a  further  extension  of  credit,  and  this  policy 
re-acted  with  great  intensity  in  New- York. 

The  seasons,  too,  had  been  unfavorable  to  agriculture, 
and,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  as  a  nation,  even 
Avheat  Avas  imported  from  abroad  for  our  own  consumption. 
Nearlj^  a  million  and  a  half  bushels  of  wheat  weie  brought 
from  Europe  into  New-York  in  the  course  of  the  spring  of 
1S37.  In  that  year  the  banks  of  the  City  of  New-Y^ork,  after 
a  long  and  honest  struggle,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  sus- 
pension  of  specie  payments  was  unavoidable,  and,  indeed, 
indispensable,  in  order  to  avert  the  necessity  of  farther 
sacrifice  of  property  by  the  struggling  merchants  in  the 
effort  to  meet  their  engagements. 

Accordingly,  after  deliberate  consultation  among  the 
officers  and  directors  of  the  banks,  on  Wednesday,  lUth  of 
May,  the  following  notice  was  issued  : 

"  NOTICE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  BANKS. 

"At  a  meeting  last  evening  of  all  the  banks  in  this  City, 
"  except  three,  it  was 

"  Jiesolxed^  That  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  ex- 
"  pedient  and  necessary  to  suspend  payments  in  specie. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  will  be 
"  received  at  the  different  banks  as  usual  in  payment  of 
"debts  and  on  deposit;  and  as  the  indebtedness  of  the 
"  community  to  the  banks  exceeds  three  times  the  amount 
"  of  their  liabilities  to  the  public,  it  is  hoped  and  expected 
"  that  the  notes  of  the  different  banks  will  pass  current  as 
"  usual,  and  that  the  state  of  the  times  will  soon  be  such  as 
"  torender  the  resumption  of  specie  jiayments practicable." 
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Tlir  iiHTcliniils  anil  traders  of  tlir  City  iii<-t  tin*  same  day 
;it  till-  MxcliaiiL:!'.  in  piirsuaiici-  of  a  call  iiiiiin*r<»usly 
simit'd  1)\-  li'adiiiLj,-  iih'ii  of  all  iiarlirs  and  iiursuits;  .I.v.MKS 
(J.  Ki\(.  jiivsciili'il  liinisfir,  and  after  ivailinL!:  tin'  call, 
riil'niccd  iis  olijccts  w  it  li  ui-cat  iiowi-rand  cIV.tI.  He  coii- 
clndcil  l>v  in(i\iiiu-  the  fdllowinL;-  resolutions,  which  were 
seconded  by  ^  A  111  AM  1.1.  I'lM.M  i:,  and  adopted  : 

'*  /ic.tolrfd.^''  (after  n^rifinu'  tln^  resolution  of  the  haidvs 
just  uiven,')  "'riial  ivlyiim-  niion  the  alxtve  stateiiimt.  wc 
]ia\e  rull  ciMiUdeiice  in  I  he  u  1  ijnia  t(>  al  )ili  t  y  of  the  hanks  of 
this  City  to  reileem  all  tlh'ir  hills  and  notes,  and  that  we 
will,  ourselves,  continue  to  leccive,  and  we  reconniienil  all 
our  fellow-citizens  to  receive  lliem  as  lieretofore. 

"'i'liat  in  an  emergency  like  the  present,  it  is  alike*  tin; 
dictate  of  ])atriotisni  and  self-interest  to  abstain  from  all 
m(>a';ures  tendiiiLC  to  afriiravate  existini;  evils,  and  by  mu- 
tual forbearance  and  mutual  aid  to  mitigiite  as  far  as  ]iiac- 
ticable  tlie  existing-  diiliculties,  and  thus  most  essentially 
to  assist  in  the  restoration  of  si:)ecie  payments." 

These  resohitions  were  put  separately,  and  each  was 
nnaninionsly  adopted.  The  sancti(»n  thus  given  by  all  the 
leading  men  of  business  produced  an  instantaneous  effect ; 
a  sense  of  relief  was  felt,  as  if  a  heavy  jU'essure  were  re- 
moved. Stocks  and  other  securities  rose  in  ]*rice,  and 
])usiness  became  more  active. 

Tt  is  a  coincidence  which  at  the  time  was  gratifying  to 
Mr.  Ki.N(;,  and  in  the  retrospect  is  now  not  less  gratifying 
to  his  family,  that  on  occasion  of  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  in  1812-13,  during  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, Ivi MS  Ki\(i  was  called  from  his  retirement  on 
Long  Island  to  urge  the  same  views  as  those  presented  by 
his  son  in  1S;}T,  and  that  in  each  case  the  speaker  carried  his 
hearers  and  the  country  with  him. 

Throughout  the  summer  of  18:}7,  Mr.  Kixr;,  with  others 
of  like  views,  was  earnest  in  preparing  measures  for  the 
speediest  possible  return  to  specie  payments. 

When  in  London,  w  hither  he  went  in  October  of  that  year, 
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he  undertook  to  show  to  the  leading  capitalists  and  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  that  in  their  own  interest,  if  from  no 
other  view,  they  should  aid  the  Americans  straggling  to 
extricate  themselves  from  embarrassments  and  to  return 
to  specie  payments. 

In  conformity  with  these  opinions  of  Mr.  Kin'g,  the 
Bank  of  England  resolved  to  confide  to  his  house  the  con- 
signment  of  one  million  pounds  sterling  in  gold,  upon  the 
responsibility  of  his  house  and  the  guaranty  of  Barixg, 
Brothers  &  Co. 

The  first  shipment  of  eighty  thousand  sovereigns  was  made 
by  the  bank  the  next  day,  per  packet  ship  "Gladiator,"" 
and  Mr.  Kixg  himself  soon  followed,  Avitli  a  much  larger 
sum.  The  solicitude  of  Mr.  Kixg  to  hasten  resumption  by 
the  banks  of  New- York  and  throughout  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  already  dwelt  upon,  lay  at  the  bottom  of 
this  great  operation,  and  he  w^as  naturally  and  reasonably 
elated  at  his  success. 

The  anticipation  of  Mr.  Kixg,  tliat  with  the  aid  this 
opportunity  fortunately  brought  to  them,  the  banks  of 
New- York  would  resume  and  maintain  specie  x^^yiiient? 
was  abundantly  realized. 

As  the  coin  from  the  Bank  of  England  arrived,  it  was 
disposed  of  on  easy  terms  to  the  banks  here  and  in  Boston — 
a  large  sum  offered  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
Pennsylvania  was  at  first  declined,  but  afterwards  availed 
of — and  thus  the  City  of  New- York,  which  had  seen  itself 
compelled  to  lead  the  way  in  suspension,  had  the  great 
honor  and  satisfaction  to  lead  the  way  itself  in  resumption, 
and  to  smooth  the  way  for  others. 

The  signal  confidence  reposed  by  the  Bank  of  England 
in  the  house  of  Prime,  Ward  &  Kixg,  in  this  important 
transaction,  was  fully  justified  by  the  event,  as  were  the 
sagacious  provisions  of  Mr.  Kixg,  as  to  the  good  results  to 
be  effected  by  such  a  use  of  the  bank's  treasure. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  add,  that  a  concern  of  so 
large  import,  entered  into  not  without  high  motives  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  conducted  with  equal 
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^kill   Mini   lidrlity  l>y  I  Ik-  Nrw-York   Innisc,  \v:is  wound   iij) 
wiilhHil  Inss  Mini  w  itii  ^rcat  in'oinptiiess. 

Ill  ill''  Mill  II III II  (if  tilt'  ymr  iS:5;)  Sam  i  r.L  W  \  imi  (litMJ.  Imt 
tilt'  piirlnei'sliij),  Mccoidiim-  to  its  tciicr,  \\m>  ct.iii  iiimtl.  the 
eldest  soil  of  Mr.  W  \\:\).  mihI  iIk-  st.ii  in  Inw  of  .M  i-.  Krxc;, 
lM\\iN(,  I>i  ii;,  liMviiit;  lu'cii  Mdmiltrd  :is  iiMrliK-rs  iiitlK^ 
pri'N  idiis  iimiitli  (tf  ^^My. 

111  IS  1 1,  A.  (i  i;.\<  1 1.  Ki  Nc,  soil  of  Ja:\iks  G.  Kin«;,  bccanio 
M  I'Mrtiier,  Mild  I  lie  Ikiiisc  tlicii  ronsistcd  of.TvMi.sd.  Kinc, 
l''.n\\  \i:i)  Pi.'iMi;,  Sami  i:i,  \Vai:i),  I)i:nmn(;  J)ri;K  and  A. 
(«'i: A(  11.  KiNti.  A  diversity  of  views  ns  to  the  projier  seoixi 
Mud  busiiit'ss  of  tlie  lioiise  led,  in  1S47,  to  its  dissolution. 
.Iamks  G.  Ki.\.;,  wilii  Ids  son-indaw  and  son,  eonlinning 
Itiisiness  under  tlif  linn  name  of  Ja.mks  ({.  Kinc  A:  Sons, 
in  uhiili  linn  liis  eldest  son,  Judge  .Tami:s  G.  Kin(;,  sub- 
sequently became  a  iiMitner, 

^fr.  Ki\(;  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  April  15, 1817.  In  1841  he  was  chosen  lirst  \'ice- 
President,  and  annually  re-chosen  for  four  years,  when,  in 
184."),  he  becauK^  President,  and  served  in  that  station  three 
years. 

He  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  llepresentatives,  at 
Washington,  as  a  member  of  the  81st  Congress,  on  Monday, 
l)ec(Mnber  4th,  1849. 

On  a  bill  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  his  efficiency 
and  his  in-actical  ability  were  specially  manifested.  The 
House  had  talked  over  and  cavilled  at  and  delaj'ed  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  requisite  ex- 
penditure for  defraying  the  cost  of  collecting  duties  at  tin- 
Custom  House.  The  matter  was  nrgent,  for  there  was  no 
appropriation,  and  no  money, therefore,  available  for  suck 
uses.  In  consequence,  the  business  of  the  Custom  House 
was  seriously  embarrassed  ;  every  other  desk  almost  was 
vacant,  for  lack  of  means  to  pay  for  services,  and  ships 
arriving  with  full  cargoes  were  unable  to  discharge,  because 
there  were  not  officers  to  attend.  Mr.  King,  feeling  the 
great  wrong  and  the  great  suffering  arising  from  delay, 
applied  himself  strenuously  to  the  sul>ject,  digested  the 
various   amounts  needed  under  specific  heads,    so   as  to 
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meet  objections  on  that  score,  and  then  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  in  which,  after 
appropriating  the  respective  sums  needed  for  the  half 
year,  he  emplo^^ed  this  phraseology:  "and  in  that  pro- 
"•  portion  for  any  shorter  or  longer  time,  until  Congress 
^^  slicdl  act  upon  the  suhjecty  The  passage  here  marked 
in  italics  fixes  iDermanently,  and  without  any  fresh  appro- 
priation, the  expenditure  for  the  collection  of  revenues 
until  Congress  shall  otherwise  order — a  very  important 
point,  since  it  obviates  the  recurrence  of  any  like  embar- 
rassment to  that  the  resolution  was  designed  to  cure.  This 
resolution  was  finally  adopted  by  a  considerable  majoritj^ 
and  became  and  it  is  now  the  law  of  the  land. 

His  death  was  very  sudden,  and  in  this  particular  not 
nnanticijDated  by  him. 

On  Monday,  the  3d  of  October,  1853,  he  had  been  as  well 
as  usual,  and  retired  at  his  accustomed  hour.  He  was  sud- 
denly attacked,  and  before  the  physician  could  reach  the 
house,  or  the  famih^  even  be  assembled,  with  perfect  con- 
sciousness and  loerfect  resignation,  without  a  struggle  and 
almost  without  a  sigh,  he  breathed  out  his  life  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  from  the  first  attack  of  the  paroxysm. 

James  G.  King  was  simple  in  his  tastes  and  habits,  un- 
ostentatious, self-denying,  considerate  of  others,  actively 
benevolent,  exact  yet  liberal  in  business,  cheerful  and  in- 
structive as  a  companion,  sought  after  and  prized  in  society, 
but  loving  home  with  a  fondness  which  years  rather  added 
to  than  weakened. 


MOSES  H.  GRINNELL. 

The  name  of  Moses  H.  Gkinxell  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  the  maritime  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States,  whether  as  merchant,  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  New- York,  bank  President,  legislator  or  citizen.  Mr. 
Geinnell's  character  Avas  beyond  reproach,  and  his  busi- 
ness career  of  half  a  century  shows  a  beautifully  rounded 
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lift'— :i  iKiMc  lyi't'df  liiu'  iiKiiiliood.  II«\\m.s  one  (jf  tli:it 
(•I;iss  \\lio  Ix'Ht'Vcd  ill  lioiicsfy,  not  siiiijily  l)('C!ius<?  it  wns 
llh'  Ix'st  ixtlicy,  ImiI  Ikm-iiisc  it  was  liulil  to  !)•'  lioiicst.  He 
\v;i.s  one  of  Xcw- J'jiulniKr.s  best,  sons.  Hum  :it  Ni*\v- 
iU'dford,  on  iM:ir(di  :5d,  l^o:?,  his  cliildliood  wns  s]i('nt 
.inionu'  S(';ir:iriiiii;  iiii'ii.  .-iiid  :it  :iii  ciiily  Ji,ii;<'  In-  ••vinccd  a 
stror.ii"  d('sir(>  to  l)i'nv('  llu'  tciiiiicst,  and  ohiain  a  sliaic  in 
wliat  was  llicn  a  jjrolitalile  niaiilinic  Inisiness. 

I'cforo  lie  was  twenty  years  old  li(^  went  from  New- 
l)e(lford  as  siipercnrf;"!)  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  sold  the  goods 
tli.'iv  al  a  |ii(>lir.  then  obtained  a  cargo  of  cofTee  and  sailed 
to  Trieste,  at  which  jilaee  he  sold  the  colTee.  Here  he  left 
his  ship,  and,  after  making  a  commeix'ial  tonr  throngh 
l^ngland,  returned  to  this  count  ly.  Tlis  perceptive  facnlties 
were  ever  on  the  alert,  and  as  he  had  an  abiding  faith 
in  the  magnificent  future  of  Ameiica,  lie  set  about  using 
his  talents  to  open  np  and  develop  business  interc(»urse 
with  foreiu:n  lands.  Naturally,  his  face  was  turned  towards 
New-York,  where  there  was  a  wider  scope  for  liis  abilities 
and  nsefulness.  Here  he  soon  became  known  for  his  keen 
sairacitv,  boundless  eneriry  nnd  unswerving  integritv.  Ilr 
was  regarded.  everyAvhere  as  a  vigilant,  enterprising  and 
lionorable  merchant,  and  wln-n  he  became  a  i)artner  in  a 
leading  shii)ping  firm,  subsequently  famous  as  tin-  house 
of  ( Jr.iNMCi.i,,  Mi.NiruN'  <?c  Co.,  he  and  his  partner  so«)n 
made  the  firm  known  all  over  the  world.  Its  name  was  a 
svnonvm  f(ti-  financial  strength.  It  had.  two  great  lines 
of  packets  running  from  New-York;  one  to  London  and 
the  other  to  Liverpcjol.  Almost  every  jiort  in  the  civilized 
p:lobe  knew  the  iirm's  vessels,  all  of  which  were  of  the 
finest  construction.  An  authority  states  that  the  house  of 
GiiiXNELL,  MiNTinx  «.\:  Co.  built  more  ships  than  any 
other  American  linn  during  the  period  when  our  maritime 
interests  flourished.  Mr.  (tKIXXELL  was  always  active  in 
his  efforts  to  obtain  adequate  internal  improvements,  to  the 
end  that  our  lakes  and  rivers  could  be  utilized  to  the  nation's 
benefit.  As  a  citizen  he  was  public  spirited,  and  took  a 
lively  interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  general  welfare  of 
the  State  and  nation.    On  one  or  two  occasions  he  accepted 
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public  office.     In  1838  Jie  was   elected  by  the  Whigs  a 
member  of  Congress  from  ^New-York  City,    and  it  was 
believed  by  many  that  in  1856  he  might  have  been  elected 
Governor  of  this  State,  but  for  his  refusal  to  accept  the 
nomination.     In  that  year,  however,  he  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Presidential  Electors  at  Large  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
In  1869  President  Geaxt  appointed  him  Collector  of  the 
Port  of  New- York,  and  subsequently  IN  aval  Officer.    Those 
who  remember  Mr.  Grix^n'^ell  in  his  official  capacity  will 
recall  his   courteous   manner  and   the   creditable  way  in 
which  he  administered  his  imjiortant  duties.     His  patient, 
painstaking  industry  led  him  to  thoroughly  consider  the 
various   tariff  problems   that   came   before   him,    and  his 
decisions  were  characterized  by  a  sjjirit  of  fairness  and 
impartiality  that  won  him  the  respect  of  the  merchants. 
In  other  positions  Mr.  CtEix^tell  was  equally  apj)reciated. 
He  was  at  one  time  President  of  the  Union  Club,  and  of  the 
New-England   Society.      In  1850  Daxiel  Webstee,    his 
intimate  friend,  made  one  of  his  grandest  speeches  at  the 
Annual  Dinner  of  the  New-England  Society,  at  which  Mr. 
Geix^sELL  jjresided.    Nor  did  the  multifarious  duties  of  Mr. 
Geixxell  prevent  him  from  taking  an  active  part  in  chari- 
table affairs.  Public  iustitutions  found  inliim  a  liberal  giver. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Charities 
and   Correction,  and  gave  much   of  his  valuable  time  to 
that  office.     His  purse  was   ever   open  to    the  poor   and 
needy,  and  his  reputation  for  sterling  integrity  and  prac- 
tical charity  led  to  his  frequent  selection  as  guardian  and 
trustee  of  funds  and  estates  ;  and  banks,  insurance  com- 
panies and  similar  institutions  elected  him  in  some  cases 
p)resident,  and  in  others,  director. 

Mr.  Geixxell  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  its 
members.  He  was  elected  on  February  3d,  1829,  and 
retained  his  membership  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  As 
a  tribute  to  his  high  standing  and  his  jDractical  knowledge 
of  questions  which  the  Chamber  was  so  often  called  upon 
to   consider,  Mr.   Geixxell  was  elected  its   President  in 
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IS  IT,  st'r\  iiiL;  (»iir  year,  and  was  a^^aiii  cliuscii  lur  thai  ulWca 
in  isl'.',  rctiiinir  in  1852. 

Tliis  lirantiful  tribnte  was  ]iai(l  by  its  nirmlters  to  liis 
nienioi'V  :  "Devoid  of  f'n\\-  and  liat  kmI,  :iiid  nc\('ra  l)iir<>t<'(l 
partisan.  In'  respected  the  coiivictioiis  of  those  with  whom 
he  felt  constrained  to  dilTer.  llisconscientions  devotion  t<t 
iliiiy.  truth  and  JMstiee,  liis  stei'ling  integrity  ami  free(h)ni 
from  selfishness,  his  ojjen  and  manly  bearinir,  iiis  tender 
and  compi'ehensive  benevolence,  Ids  liberal  and  C(»nstant 
>npport  of  the  institntions  of  learning  and  leliudon,  shed  a 
daily  beauty  over  his  life  and  dilVuse  a  deliii'htful  frai^rance 
around  his  memory.  But  thongli  lilling  various  stations 
of  responsibility  and  iidluence  in  the  course  of  an  unusu- 
ally jn-otracted  career,  and  distinguished  in  all  of  th<Mn  for 
foresight,  probit}',  zeal  and  vigor,  i\ri-.  Gim.nnki.l  will 
probably  be  the  longest  remembered  by  his  fellow-citizens 
lor  tlie  skill,  numilicence  and  enthusiasm  with  which  he 
fostered  the  growth  in  this  conntrv  of  that  'militiaof  the 
seas' — the  mercantile  marine — whereon  a  great  maritime 
nation  must  hirgely  depend  for  prosperity  in  i)e;u'e  and 
safety  in  war.'' 

This  usefid  life  was  brouglit  to  a  close  in  this  City  on 
November  24,  1S7T,  Mr.  Gi:i\M:r,i.  being  tlien  in  his  7.">tli 
vear. 


ELIAS    HICKS. 

Elias  IIicks,  son  of  Valkntixe  and  ^\i?i(iAn.  TTicks, 
nnd  grandson  of  Emas  ITicks,  the  founder  of  the  leligious 
Society  of  Friends,  Avhicli  still  bears  his  name,  was  born  at 
Jericho,  Long  Island,  on  the  12tli  of  June,  (sixth  month,) 
1815. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  llr<  ks  was  acquired  in  the 
country,  where  he  remained  until  Ins  sixteenth  year,  Avhen 
he  was  sent  to  New- York,  and  entered  the  office  <>f  the 
celebrated  house  of  Samvkl  Hicks,  then  heavily  interested 
in  shipping. 
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Fi'om  this  lie  passed  into  the  house  of  his  father-in-law, 
IlomcKT  Hicks,  and  transacted  a  ship-chandlery  business, 
under  the  title  of  Robert  Hicks  &  Soxs  ;  at  a  later  period 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  William  T.  Frost,  and 
conducted  a  large  shipping  business  at  08  South-street, 
under  tlie  firm  of  Frost  &  Hicks.  He  soon  distinguished 
himself  by  the  energy  of  his  character  and  his  strong  mer- 
cantile powers,  and  in  May,  1852,  at  the  early  age  of  32 
vears,  was  chosen  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
an  honor  sought  for  and  prized  for  nearly  a  century  by 
the  most  honored  merchants  of  this  commercial  city. 

Here,  on  the  threshold  of  wide  commercial  influence,  his 
health  began  to  fail.  His  physical  strength,  for  which  he 
had  been  distinguished  in  early  youth,  rapidly  deserted 
him,  and  he  sank  quickly  under  the  insidious  attacks  of 
consumption.  He  died  on  the  9th  January  (first  month)  of 
the  succeeding  year,  ]853,  and  his  remains  were  carried  to 
the  country  home  of  his  ancestors  and  there  buried. 


PELATIAH     PERIT. 

Pelatiaii  Perit  was  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  1853  to  1863, 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  all  the  discussions  of  that 
body,  especially  those  which  related  to  the  financial  policy 
of  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  recent  war. 

The  characteristics  which  Mr.  Perit  exhibited  through- 
out his  long  life  illustrate  the  infiuences  of  heredity.  He 
was  the  son  of  Joiiis^  Perit,  merchant,  and  the  descendant 
of  one  of  the  earliest  ministers  of  the  French  Huguenot 
Church  in  New-York.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Pelatiaii  AVebster,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  the 
year  1746,  and  a  merchant  in  Philadelx)hia  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  As  early  as  17T6  Mr.  Webster 
printed  an  essay  on  the  Evils  of  an  Infiated  Currency, 
and  from  that  time  on,  during  the  organization  of  the 
independent  government  of  this  country,  his  counsels  were 
frequently  given   to    the   public    upon    commercial    and 
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ruKiiicial  qiirstioiis.  W  i  i;-^  i  i  i;'s  "  J'ulilical  l'".ss:iyN '"  \v<-ro 
reprinted  in  IT'.M.  iiiid  \\:\\>-  since  been  (■oiisiilied  |.y  tlui 
luincipal  wiitrrs  u]iMn  (in-  liish.ry  nl'  AiinTic;iii  lin.inc.-. 

I'lM.ATiAii  PiKii'  \\:is  l)(ii-ii  in  X(ir\\i<li,  Cciiii..  .Iim<; 
2;i,  ITS').  At  til."  :iu('  (if  thiiteen  veiirs  lu;  entered  Vale 
Collei;e,  wIhmi'  le-  uiadiiated  in  iso-i.  His  elder  lirolln-r, 
•loiiN  W  I  i;-- ii;i;  1'i;i:m.  (afterwai'd  :i  China  niei'ehanf  in 
l'liila<lrl])liia,  I  preceded  him  in  coUe^i^e  by  a  sin^ch.'  yrar. 
IN-  came  nnder  .stroni:;  relii^ions  iidlnences  while  he  was  a 
siiidfiil,  and  at  the  ch>s(;  of  liis  course  expected  to  study 
for  tlie  Christian  nunistry,  but  tlie  purpose  was  <;iven  uj) 
because  of  the  i)artial  failure  of  his  liealth.  Jn  liis 
lunereenth  yeai'  he  became  a  clerk  in  an  importer's  liouse 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  interests  <>f  which  he  made  several 
voyaixes  to  the  \Vest  Indies  and  South  America.  The 
writer  of  this  sketch  has  lieard  liini  describe  the  pleasure 
which  he  liad  in  escorting  Ai.kxandku  vox  Humisoldt 
about  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  explorer's  arrival 
from  >[exico,  Avhen  he  came  introduced  to  tlie  house 
where  vouni;:  Pkkit  was  enii;a<2"ed. 

In  ISii'j  he  removed  to  New- York,  and  formed,  with  a 
l<insinan,  the  lii'in  of  Pkuit  &  Latiikoi',  but  the  partnership 
did  not  last  loni;-,  and  Mr.  Pi:i;i'r  entered  the  house  of 
GooDiii  K  &:  Co.,  with  which  lu^  remained  connected  until 
his  retirement  from  business.  The  reputation  of  this  iirm 
is  well  known.  'IMiey  were  enga<^ed  in  shipi)ing  and 
commt'icial  transactions  with  merchants  in  widrly  distant: 
countries,  and  were  the  confidential  correspondents  of 
Messrs.  B.vkixg  Bkotiikus  &  Co.,  of  London,  Messrs. 
WiM.rA>r  llori:s  cl^  Co,  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  many 
other  houses  of  distinction.  The  name  of  Mr.  Pi;i:iT 
never  appeared  in  the  title  of  the  iirm,  but  his  con- 
nection with  it  Avas  well  known,  and  the  purt  which  lie 
had  in  conducting  its  wide  correspondence  kept  him 
interested  in  the  commercial  progress  of  ever}'-  country, 
and  led  to  the  maintenance  of  a  wide  personal  acquaintance 
in  different  parts  of  the  globe,  liis  business  life  developed 
another  element  of  his  character — interest  in  religious  and 
philanthropic  enterprises,  and  particularly  in  everything 
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which  pertained  to  the  advancement  of  Christian  missions 
and  the  Avelfare  of  seamen.  A  mere  enumeration  of  the 
unpaid  positions  to  which  he  was  called,  and  to  which  he 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time,  would  sIk^w  how  varied  and 
how  consistent  were  his  labors  for  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
men.  At  different  times  he  was  President  of  the  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society,  a  trustee  of  the  Sailors'  Snug- 
Harbor,  and  President  of  the  Seamen's  Bank  for  Savings. 
He  was  a  director,  likewise,  of  many  of  the  missionary  and 
benevolent  societies  to  which  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  church  of  his  life-long  preference,  gave  its  support. 
For  forty  years  he  was  an  officer  of  the  American  i3il>le 
Societ}',  either  as  Manager  or  Vice-President. 

He  held  but  one  political  office.  In  1857,  when  the  peace 
of  the  City  was  seriously  endangered  by  a  contest  between 
the  "  Municipal  "  and  the  "  Metropolitan"  police,  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners, 
where  his  fairness  and  good  sense  were  serviceable  in  the 
restoration  of  order.  After  tliis  end  was  secured  he  gave 
up  the  office. 

In  all  the  manifestations  of  his  character,  social,  mer- 
cantile, religious  and  political,  he  was  conservative.     He 
was  never  led  away  by  radical  enthusiasm.     Dr.  Leoxakd 
Bacox,    (whose  commemorative   discourse    is    j^rintpd    in 
Hunt' s  Merchants'  Magazine^  for  April,  1864,)  truly  said 
of  him,  that  "  rash  and  one-sided  schemes  of  reformation 
were  ever   offensive  to   his   judgment.     Perhaps   he   Avas 
more  charmed  with  the  idea  of  defending  and  of  perpetu- 
ating and  perfecting  the  good  Avliich  has  descended  to  us 
from  foregoing  ages,    than  with  the  idea   of  finding  out 
what  there  is  in  existing  institutions  that  needs  to  be  re- 
formed.    Yet  his  sagacity,  his  good  sense,  his  intelligent 
patriotism  and  his  love  of  justice,  guarded  him  against  the 
error  of  those  self-styled  conservative  men,  who  sacrifice 
the  reality  to  the  name,  and  become  destructives  for  the 
sake  of  a  false  and  foolish  consistency.     JSTot  lono;  before 
the  last  Presidential  election  there  Avas  a  time  when  the 
immediate  danger  to  the  country  seemed  to  be  that  the 
votes  in  the  Electoral  College  might  be  so  divMed  among 
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fiiiir  caiididatt'^  ;is  t<>  throw  the  election  uito  the  House  (tf 
Ji<'|tie.s('iit:itives,  uliich  Would  i)i(tIont;  the  ni^itatiou  from 
November  to  bV'hruary,  :iud  wouM  '/wi'  to  (h'sporale  lueu  :iu 
i>l>por(uuity  Tor  (U'sperate  lueasures.  iMr.  Pi:i:irliad  nevei- 
liecu  ail  active  poliliciaii.  JJiil  deeply  imiiressed  with  what 
seemeil  to  be  tlie  most  imminent  jx'iil  of  the  country,  he  did 
not  lie.sitate  to  cominil  liimseif  publicly  and  unetpiivocally 
on  lh(!  (piestion  of  the  hour,  and  as  a  conservative  man 
to  urge  on  conservative  men  tlie  duty  of  terminatin.LC  tin- 
agitation  by  iriving  their  votes  and  their  inlliience  for  the 
only  candidate  in  wliose  liehalf  tliere  was  a  possibility  of 
obtaining  a  niaj(»rity  in  the  Electoral  Colleges.  So  after- 
wards, when  the  long-meditated  treason  had  become  overt 
rebellion,  and  when  the  question  was  whether  tlie  national 
(Tovernment,  without  any  considerable  military  force,  with 
its  Navy  carefully  disposed  in  the  remotest  seas,  with  its 
Treasury  purposely  empty,  and  its  credit  at  a  discount, 
could  make  any  resistance,  he  was  among  the  leaders  in 
that  movement  of  merchants  and  capitalists  Avhich  brought 
forth  millions  of  treasure  to  restore  and  conlirm  the  credit 
of  the  country.'' 

The  inlluence  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  very 
marked  during  the  time  of  his  continuous  presidency,  JUid 
especially  in  thti  early  years  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Pi;i:i  r 
was  constantly  at  his  post  as  President  of  the  Cliamlx-r, 
and  was  not  infrequently  called  upon  to  lend  the  intluence 
of  his  name  and  character  to  meetings  of  a  more  public 
character.  Two  social  events  which  occurred  during  his 
ofRcial  term  were  very  noteworth}',  and  gave  him  pleasant 
recollections,  the  reception  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  (thi'ii 
travelling  as  Baron  Rknkkkw)  and  the  reception  of  the 
first  Japanese  Embassy. 

A  few  rears  before  his  death,  Mr.  Pekit  began  to  throw 
olT  gradually  the  cares  of  business  and  station,  lie  sold 
the  property  at  Bloomingdale,  (just  north  of  the  grounds 
of  the  New- York  Orphan  Asylum,)  where  for  many  years 
he  had  resided,  and  built  a  house  in  New-llaven,  Conn. 
That  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until  Ids  death,  which 
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occnrred,  after  a  brief  illness,  March  8, 18C4,  in  liis  seventy- 
ninth  year. 

When  lie  gave  np  active  pursuits,  Mr.  Peeit  determined 
to  devote  his  leisure  to  the  preparation  of  a  history  of 
American  commerce,  and  he  began  to  collect  and  arrange 
the  papers  requisite  for  such  a  work.  He  solicited  from 
his  correspondents  their  suggestions  ;  he  was  encouraged 
to  proceed  in  his  plan  by  a  formal  resolution  of  the  Cham- 
ber; he  wrote  many  pages;  but  death  came  before  he  had 
made  sufficient  progress  to  justify  the  publication  of  the 
chapters  he  had  prepared. 

Mr.  PERiTwas  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Latiiiiop,  and 
after  her  death,  to  Miss  Maiua  Coit,  both  of  Norwich, 
Conn.  He  had  no  children.  His  widow  survived  him 
many  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  L.  Coit, 
of  Norwich,  who  for  a  short  time,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  was  a  merchant  in  New- York,  of  the  firm  of 
HowLA^'D  &  Coit. 

Mr.  Pepjt  Avas  nearly  six  feet  in  height  and  well  propor- 
tioned. His  manners  were  reserved  and  dignified,  and  gave 
him  a  commanding  presence  in  the  public  meetings  wheie 
he  was  accustomed  to  preside.  His  addresses  on  such  oc- 
casions were  brief  and  pointed,  showing,  in  the  conciseness 
of  their  language,  the  influence  of  his  business  habits  ; 
showing,  also,  in  their  clearness  and  propriety  of  ex- 
pression, the  influence  of  the  liberal  education  that  he 
had  received  in  early  life.  He  was  a  constant  reader  of 
the  reviews,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  historical  and  theolo- 
gical writings,  but  he  is  chiefly  to  be  remembered  as  a  man 
of  affairs,  whose  mind  was  inspired  by  an  intelligent  and 
systematic  interest  in  the  progress  of  mankind.  He  Avas  a 
patriot  who  desired  that  the  name  and  influence  of  his 
country  should  everywhere  support  the  best  ideas  in  reli- 
gion, in  morals,  in  politics,  in  diplomacy  and  in  finance. 
The  Calvinism  of  his  Huguenot  ancestry,  and  the  linancial 
scholarship  of  his  grandfather  Avere  apparent  throughout 
his  long  career. — Daniel  C.  Oilman,  LL.  D. 


I 


lii    \_tix^Vi.. A^xij.^  i  jja-j      vy.       v-^ -«-j-Ji»x  xi  j.-»  5 


il 


]!I(M.|;  \l-llli   AJ,    >Kl.ll  iii:s.  G3 


WILLIAM    E.   DODGE. 

W  11.1.1  AM  lv\i:i.  l>(>i)(;i:  \v:i.s  Itorii  in  lliirlfoid.  Coin).. 
Sc']»lt'ml»oi'  Itli,  ISd.').  lie  spi'aii^  fiMiii  rmiliin  Mii^Hi.sh 
st()c]i--liis  Aiiu'ricaii  ancestor,  W'iij.i.vm  Dmik.i;  laridiri"- 
at  Salem,  Mass..  in  H'.-il).  His  fallior.  I>a\  ii>  L(»w  Doixii;, 
\\a^.  at  oiu'  tinu'.  a  lai'^e  importer  and  jolibci-  in  Xcw- 
Ymk.  aiiil  took  u  ])romineiit  position  in  rt'li^ious  and 
charitable  societies.  His  mother  was  a  daugliter  of  Kev. 
A  A  i;oN  Ci.i:\  Ki.AM),  of  Kiiulish  and  Scotch  descent.  While 
still  (piite  youiiLC  lir  enlficd  a  uliolesale  dry  good.sstoi'e  in 
this  City,  ainl  hiter  became  aclerk  for  his  1'athei-,  w  Ik.  l.iiilt 
near  Norwich,  Conn.,  one  of  the  earliest  cotton  factories 
in  the  conntry.  AVlieii  eiuhleen.  he  beLran  to  visit  New- 
Voik  rei^ulaily  to  make  i)urcliases  Tor  this  establisliment. 
In  ISO.")  he  became  a  permanent  resident  liere,  and.  until 
his  death,  Febrnary  i)th,  iSS;},  was  increasingly  identilied 
with  the  mercantile,  benevolent  and  religions  interests  of 
the  metroi)olis.  In  18-iS  he  married  a  danghter  of  Axson 
C.  PiiKi.i's,  a  leading  importer  of  metals,  and.  after  live 
years,  ga\e  up  his  snccessfid  business  in  dry  goods  and 
jiijiied  his  fal  liei'-in  law  in  I'onnding  the  lirm  of  ]*iii;i.i's. 
1><U)(;k  iV  Co..  now  one  of  the  olde--i  houses  in  the  Cniled 
States. 

Ml'.  Dojx,  i:  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade  in  l*enii->yl\  aiiia.  Michigan.  (Jeoigia,  Te.xas  and 
Canada.  I  le  was  acti\-e  in  creating  ilie  iron  industries  of 
Scranton,  Pa.,  ami  the  brass  and  cojiper  factories  at  .\n- 
sonia.  Conn.  In  tliei'arly  histoi-y  of  the  Krie  Railroad  he 
became  a  diiveior.  ami  remained  on  the  Hoard  until  the 
road  was  completed,  lb'  was  one  of  the  originatoi-s  of  the 
Central  liailroad  of  New  -.leisey  and  of  the  I  )elaware.  Lacka- 
wanna ami  We^ti'iii  >y>i(ni.  and  also  of  railioads  in  Texas. 
!!<'  was  among  the  liist  to  encourage  the  construction  of 
elevated  railways,  and  he  was  a  sub.sci-i])er  to  the  original 
Atlantic  Calde  Company. 

lie  served  n]K)n  the  Pioards  of  .sojiie  of  the  pnnci].al  com- 
mercial and  linancial  institutions  of  the  City — among  iheiu 
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the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  United  States 
Trust  Company,  and  the  AVestern  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. For  many  years  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Mercantile 
Lil)rary  Association,  and  he  joined  the  Union  League  Clu)) 
soon  after  its  organization. 

In  I800  he  became  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  ahvays  took  an  active  share  in  its  proceedings. 
He  had  a  profound  regard  for  its  inlluential  and  honorable 
position,  and  for  its  long  career  of  usefulness.  He  was 
elected  President  in  1867,  and  retained  the  office  eight  con- 
secutive years.  In  the  patriotic  and  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
Chamber  to  sustain  the  Government  during  the  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hodge  had  a  prominent  part. 
Alwavs  conservative  and  conciliatorv  towards  opponents, 
and  alive  to  the  demands  of  commerce  and  of  humanity, 
he  exerted  his  influence  to  avert  hostilities.  One  of  the 
last  services  of  this  character  was  to  go  as  delegate  to  the 
'^  Peace  Congress,"  which  had  been  called  to  devise,  if 
possible,  some  solution  that  might  be  acceptable  to  both 
North  and  South.  When  this,  with  every  other  proposal 
for  just  concession,  failed,  he  henceforth  advocated  the 
suppression  of  rel)ellion  at  any  cost. 

Mr.  Hodge  was  nominated  in  1804  to  represent  the 
Eighth  Congressional  Histrict,  and,  after  a  contested 
election  of  unusual  length,  secured  his  seat  in  the  39th 
Congress  in  time  to  share  in  the  memorable  deliberation 
relative  to  the  reconstruction  of  the  Southern  States.  In 
these  measures  he  did  not  always  vote  with  his  party. 
While  demanding  the  ratilication  of  the  constitutional 
amendments,  he  held  to  the  wisdom  of  discontinuing 
military  domination,  and  of  admitting  to  office  those 
qualified  by  intelligence,  position  and  honest  evidences  of 
loyalty.  At  the  same  time  he  believed  it  best  for  the  lately 
emancipated  slaves  not  to  be  immediately  enfranchised  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  tliat  they  should  not  count  in  the 
basis  of  representation  so  long  as  they  were  deprived  of  the 
right  of  suffrage.  In  Congress,  as  elsewhere,  Mr.  Hodge 
opposed  inflation  of  the  currency,  and  advocated  the 
necessity  and  advantages  of  a  wise  protective  tariff   in 
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;icc(»i-(l;mn'  willi  lln-  "'  A  iin'iii'Mii  sysicin.""  Ili'  \\;i->  iiil:"'"! 
|(i;icct'|il  :i  i'i'iiuiiiili:il  ii  III.   IhiI    fell   i  >l  •!  i'_;ri  I   lo  ( Ifcliiit'. 

Ill  llii'  cniisc  of  |i'iii|ii'r;iii<'('  Mr.  I><'i»<:i;  \\:is  rccdiriii/*''!  its 
;i  riiri'lliosi  li'iidrr.  l-'ioiii  t;ill\  lii;i  li  Ikmk  1  ln'  \\;is  i'li;r:i.L:<'<l 
ill  jifr-^i-^ti'iil  ;ni<l  jiidicifMis  I'lVnils  to  ultolish  tin-  uvc  i,\' 
iiitit\ic;itin,i;"  liiiiiors.      l>iiiiiiLC    iIh-   l:i'-t   <'i;:liti't'ii    \i':ir"^    <>l 

his    lifr   he  \\:is   Prcsidrlll    nf    llic    .N;ili(Mi;il   'rrlllpcrMIlCf    ;iii<l 

riiMiciil  ion  House.  I  If  siood  :i  linn  friend  nf  iIh*  Indiiins. 
;ind  in  ISCi'.l  accepted  ;in  :i  ppojlll  nieiit  1(»  :icl  :is  one  of  llie 
( 'onimissiolievs     lo    cnny     info    elVert     llie     "|ie;ice     )iolie\  ■* 

iniiiLcni'Mti'd  liy  Presideiil  (»i;A.Nr  lo  refoi'iii  llie  (•orriipi 
.•idininistnilitiii  of  Indian  :ilV;iirs,  :md  to  pi-ovide  ]ti;i('ti(':il 
ini'asiirt's  lo  civilize,  cdiicafe  and  (Mwistiani/.e  ilie  joni: 
dec'ived  and  op]>resse(l  triltes.  In  ihe  disciiai'i:'!'  of  lliese 
duties  lie  made  an  extended  toiir  throiiuii  llie  Indian 
TeiTitory. 

Mr.  l)cH)GK  also  lal)()red  unreiiiittinuly  for  the  ele\aiion 
of  til"  colonel  people.  He  maintained  that  ("liiistiaii 
education  was  indispeiisaMe  in  p,i-e]iaiinu'  the  millions  of 
fr.'ednieii  I'oi'  citi/.enslnit,  an<l  he  therefore  i:a\e  larirely 
to  institutiotis  established  for  their  lienelit,  es]iecially  to 
Lincoln  rniversity.  He  also  left  an  educational  fund  to  be 
used  cliielly  in  raisinii;  up  colonel  teachers  and  ]ii'eachei-s. 

Ills  uifts  to  other  institutions  of  learninir  in  dilVerent 
parts  of  tli;-'  country  wc-re  constant  and  liberal,  but  his 
convictions  of  the  immediate  reliirious  wants.  ]>articularly 
of  the  West,  leil  hjni.  fof  a  series  of  years,  to  select  and 
sn]>i)ort  persoiuill y  a  nunibei' of  yoiinir  men  in  tlieolo.iri<'al 
seminaries. 

NVhat  he  attempted  to  <lo  for  institutions,  churches, 
anil  almost  evei-y  form  of  Christian  elT(U-t  in  his  own 
•  •ountry.  he  desireil  to  promote  also  in  other  lands,  lb- 
was.  for  several  yeais.  a  member  of  tin'  Iioard  of  Foreii^n 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnndi,  and  for  n<'arly  twenty 
years  the  Vioe-President  of  the  American  l^oard  of  Com- 
missioners for  Forei.i2:n  Missions.  .Mthoiiiih.  as  a  menibei- 
and  elder  in  the  PresbvterianChurcli.  Ii<'  cherislu'd  an  intel- 
liirent  preference  for  his  own  dencmiination.  he  loved  to  co- 
operate with  orijcauizations   of  a  national  and  unsectarian 
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eliaracter.  He  was  a  manao;er  of  the  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety,  tlie  American  Tract  Society  and  the  American  Sunday 
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School  Union,  and  President  of  the  American  Branch  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance.  He  took  a  warm  interest  in  Young- 
Men's  Christian  Associations  and  in  undenominational  City 
missions.  He  often  presented  in  j)uV)lic  the  claims  of  these 
various  societies,  and  his  jn-esence  on  any  platform,  whether 
reliaious  or  secular,  was  always  welcome.  He  was  a  ready 
speaker.  x>resenting-  clear,  practical,  timely  and  forcible 
views,  in  an  animated  manner,  and  with  a  distinct,  ringing 
voice. 

In  personal  appearance  he  was  somewhat  above  medium 
height,  with  a  lithe,  vigorous  frame,  a  l)risk,  erect  carriage, 
a  bright  l)lack  eve,  and  a  face  full  of  geniality  and 
benevolence.  His  Ijearing  was  frank,  kindl}^  and  without 
pretence.  AVherever  he  went  friends  were  quickly  won, 
and  those  who  knew  him  l)est  saw  most  of  his  sincere, 
unselfish,  attractive  qualities. 

He  traveled  widely,  for  lousiness  or  pleasure,  over  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  several  times  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  He  was  still  incessantly  engaged  in  a  scarcely 
diminished  variety  of  labors  when,  from  heart  disease,  he 
died,  almost  instantaneously,  in  his  own  home,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight. 

A  bronze  statue  of  ]\Ir.  Dodge  was  erected  at  a  prominent 
l)oint  near  the  Junction  of  Broadway  and  Sixth  Avenue. 
Previous  monuments  in  the  City  were  intended  to  com- 
memorate the  services  of  militarA'  heroes  or  eminent 
statesmen.  In  an  address  at  the  dedication,  the  Hon. 
Abuam  S.  Hewitt  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  this 
was  erected  "to  i)erpetuate  the  memory  of  one  whose  chief 
claim  to  distinction  lies  in  a  noble  character,  a  useful  life, 
and.  above  all,  in  the  employment  of  his  means  as  a  trust 
fund  for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men." 

Mr.  Samuel  D.  Babcock,  Ex-President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  presented  the  statue  to  the  City,  in  behalf  of 
the  Committee,  expressing  the  hope  that  ''it  would  be 
preserved  as  a  perpetual  reminder  of  an  upright  and 
influential  merchant,  a  useful  and  loyal  citizen,  a  zealous 
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niid  ttiidfr  liiiiilcd  ('liri^li;in  pliihiiilliKiiii"-!.  :iii  illiislridiis 
type  of  :i  I  iiic  ;iii(i   Idl'l  \    iiKililiood."" 

The  siMiiic  is  (if  life  size,  rt'siiiiii-  ui»<(ii  :i  iiiMssivo 
u'i-;iinlf  |M'dcsi;d.  Ii;i\  iim'  ;i  diinUiiiL;'  roiiiilinii  in  lioiii.  Tin- 
iiiscii|(ii(»ii  ic:ids  : 

"•  I'-lt'cIrd  1)\  \  (till  III  ;ir\  si|liscii|irKilis.  iiiidrr  I  iic;iiiv|  lircs  of 
llif  ( 'liniiiltciot"  ( 'oliiliiricc  ol"  tiu'  StMlc  ol  .N<.'\\  -  \  oil;,  IvS^."),"' 


GEORGE    W.    LANE. 

(i]:o!;<.i.  W'li.i.i  AM  Lani..  l*r<'sid('iil  ol"  tin-  ("liiiiiiln'r  of 
( 'oiiiiiii'icc  :ii  t  lit'  lime  of  liis  dcnili.  \\;is,  for  ;iliiiosl  ;ill  Ids 
lil'f,  :i  icsidciil  of  New -\'oik.  lie  \\;is  Itoni  iiciir  ]?('<!  Mills, 
ill  ilic  nciiildxtriio'xl  of  L:ik»'  M;ilioi);ic.  rtitnimi  ("oiiiilv, 
Nru  - \'oik,  .I:mii:irv  S.  ISJS,  ;m<l  on  t li<'  hordci's  of  1  li;it  l:d\(' 
111'  iii;iiiit:iiii((l.  diiriiiu-  the  liittcr  ]t:nl  of  his  life.  ;i  siiimiKT 
lioiui'.  While  siill  a  hoy  he  cmmic  1o  Ncw-Voik,  ;iiid  l)»'i:;iii 
lliMt  ciirrri'  ill  i-'rout-stivet  Avhicli  he  followed  until  his 
death.  He  became  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  lepreseii- 
tativesdf  (he  mercantile  business  in  which  he  was  en^aired. 
lie  died  at  his  liome  in  New-York  City,  December  :?(>.  1SS:{, 
when  lie  had  almost  completed  his  sixty-sixth  year. 

l''or  thirty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Cliamber  of 
Commerce,  lie  wa--  elected  N'ice-President  <>f  that  body 
May  ('•,  b'^7.*),  and  President  May  4,  ISS'i.  Amoiiir  the 
linaiicial  in>^titiitions  with  which  he  was  then  connected, 
and  to  which  he  had  devoted  much  attention  diiriiiir  lh«' 
later  years  of  his  life,  may  be  mentioned  the  l-'ultoii  .Na- 
tional Hank,  the  >b>r('hants"  National  l>ank.  the  Seamen's 
IVink  for  Savimzs,  the  Continental  |Fire|  ln>iirance  Com- 
]>any.  the  .\tlantic  .Mutual  |  Marine]  Insurance  Com])any, 
and  also  the  Central  Trust  Comjiany,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  original  incorporators. 

Tn  reliixious  and  ]>hilanthro]>ic  work  he  Avas  also  promi- 
nently active,  lie  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Madison 
Square  Presbyterian  Church  when  it  was  orir:inized  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  late  llev.  Dr.  AVii.rr.VAi  Ad.\ms,  and 
he  continued  to  be  an  elder  of  that  cliur<'h  ami  a  trustee 
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until  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  manager  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  President  for  fifteen  years  of  the 
Port  Society,  Trustee  for  five  years  of  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  and  President  of  the  Managers  of  the  Presby- 
terian Hosx)ital. 

He  was  also  interested  in  the  promotion  of  good  gov- 
ernment, and  esi:)ecially  in  efforts  to  secure  an  honest 
administration  of  the  City  of  New-York.  He  worked 
efficiently  in  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  by  which  a  fraudu- 
lent system  of  municipal  affairs  Avas  exj)osed  and  frustrated. 
At  the  urgent  request  of  his  friend,  Mayor  Hayemeyer,  he 
accepted  the  office  of  Chamberlain  of  the  City,  and  continued 
in  it  from  Mav.  1873,  to  Fel)ruarv.  187.").  With  great 
reluctance,  in  the  summer  before  his  death,  he  consented 
to  bscoma  a  member  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Commission, 
and  the  arduous  responsibilities  of  this  position  weighed 
heavily  upon  him. 

In  all  these  important  stations  he  maintained  the  confi- 
dence of  his  colleao-ues  and  associates,  as  the  numerous 
tributes  testify  which  were  called  out  by  his  death. 
Although  his  disposition  Avas  that  of  a  modest,  retiring 
man,  who  never  wished  preferment,  his  strong  convictions, 
excellent  judgment  and  abundant  public  spirit  were  so  well 
known  that  his  counsel  was  constantly  sought.  It  was 
freely  given  to  all  who  asked  it.  There  are  few  men  in  any 
community  whose  opinions  were  so  trustworthy  as  !Mr. 
Laxe's,  either  in  public  or  in  xirivate  affairs.  He  had  a 
larije  measure  of  that  sagacity  which  sees  the  end  from  the 
beginning,  coml^ined  with  that  instinctive  sense  of  Justice 
and  righteousness  which  does  not  hesitate  in  forming  a 
purpose,  nor  swerve  from  a  chosen  course  because  of  its 
unx^leasantness  or  want  of  poinilarity. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Laxe,  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Parkiiurst  delivered  two  commemorative  addresses  in  the 
Madison  Square  Presl^yterian  Church.  These  addresses  were 
printed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  various  associations  to 
which  Mr.  Laxe  belonged.  These  discourses  present  the 
characteristics  of  the  man  more  completely  than  they  can 
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lifif  Ix-  ui\t'ji.  :iiiil  llii'  kr_\    III  liis  rxcfllnirc  ill  ;ill  till-  ii-I:i 

tioiis  i>r  lil'r  is  tlu'i't'iii  (li.sliiicll\   i-oiiiicd  out.  1)ami  i.  ( '. 
<ill.M  w.    \A..    J). 


JONATHAN     STURGES. 

Tins  :iii(l  siiccciMliiiii;  LT'^iicnitioTis  will  rniu'ni]i<'r  .Ih.na- 
111 A  N  Sir  i;(.  IS  :is  oiic  of  t  Iir  old  scIkkiI  of  iik'IcIkiiiIs,  w  hose 
|»rol>ily  Mini  lioiioi- wfif  ;is  ii:iliii:il  lo  lln'in  ;is  llieir  fon'- 
sjulit  Mild  ])(Ms<'vrr:inc('.  'J'lie  liH'  of  Mr.  SrrncKs  \v;is  of 
tliiit  well  roiiiidrd.  syiiinieti'icMl  Iviiid,  mid  was  in  all  lliat 
tilt'  ]ilirnsr  iini>li('s — n-ood  and  true,  li  was  a  life  worth 
liviiiu-.  Ii  presented  llie  liiulie.st  sa^aeilv  of  the  iiier(diaiit 
and  the  iiohlest  virtues  of  tJie  piix  alc^  rit  izm.  'JMnTe  was 
ill  Mr.  Sii  Koivsa  Ix'aiitifiil  Mcndiiiix  of  modesly  and  wis- 
dom, of  insi  inciiv  (•  coiirtesN  and  linn  iiiinciplo.  What  he 
did  was  I hoidnu'h.  .Mllioiiiih  conduct inu' a  la iiie  business, 
he  nevertheless  round  time  to  devote  to  ]iliilanthi(>|>ic  and 
(duistinn  work.  Triily  his  loiiu-  life  was  well  spent.  It  was 
a  career  of  ]tiinciple,  which  leaves  its  iin])ress  upon  a  p'lier- 
ation,  anil  silentlv  l)iit  (doinientlv  bids  thenian  of  ct)inniei'ce 

•  1  • 

I'rinu,-  all  his  transactions  to  thel)ar()f  conscience.  Rich  as 
Ml.  S'rriMiKs  was  in  this  woiM's  yoods,  lie  was  ri(dier  still 
in  honor,  and  ai  his  death  lie  h-ft  lo  his  family,  in  ;ukliti(in 
t'»  his  earthly  fortune,  tin'  priceless  jiossession  (»f  a  irood 
iiaiiK'. 

Mr.  SrriKJKs  was  born  in  Sonthiioi-t,  Conn..  March  "Mtli, 
lSo:i.  (Mitered  the  service  (d'  IJ.  &  L.  ]?r.i:i).  irrocers,  in  Fi-ont- 
street,  in  18'il.  and  became  a  jtaitner  in  18*i8.  when  The  liini 
name  was  <dian,u-ed  to  Jki;i:i>  &  Si  ri:<;Ks.  Mr.  K]:i:i)  diecl 
in  1S:)()  :  the  liim  then  became  Srrij<;i:s.  I^OE  «.\:  Bai:ki;i;. 
and  in  184:}  STrncKS,  P>knnkt  c^-  Co.,  and  so  remained  until 
18('..""),  wlien  it  was  again  changed  to  Stuii(t?:s,  Aiin'old  & 
Co.  Mr.  Sti  U(iKs  retired  from  the  tirni  on  danuary  1st.  180S. 
'J'he  extensive  grocery,  colfee  and  t<>a  business  of  the  house 
had  been  continued  at  No.  125  Front-street  from  181/).  Avhen 
it  was  fust  started  by  LrM an  1?i:i-:d.  Mr.  SxumiKs  l)ecame 
the  owner  of  the  property,  reconstructed  the  building  and 
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had  his  office  there.  He,  with  Geokge  Griswold,  was  one  of 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  Illinois  Central  llailvoad,  and 
was  a  director  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also 
a  director  in  the  Xew-York  and  New-Haven  Kailwav. 
It  is  not  questioned  that  he  was  regarded  as  the  foremost 
man  in  the  tea  and  coffee  trade,  and  his  counsel,  enriched 
by  the  experience  of  half  a  century,  was  often  sought  by 
the  trade.  As  a  friend  he  was  warm  and  steadfast,  and 
everybody  implicitly  trusted  him. 

Mr.  Stciiges  Avas  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  served  on  several  impor- 
tant Special  and  Standing  Committees,  and  hlled  the  office 
of  Vice-President  from  186:5  to  1867.  In  an  eloquent  tribute 
to  his  memory,  delivered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  held 
December  i3d,  1874.  Mr.  A.  A.  Low  said  of  him,  "  He  was  a 
recognized  patron  of  art.  In  the  Church  he  manifested  the 
virtues  of  the  Christian,  in  society  the  unostentatious  at- 
tributes of  a  gentleman,  in  the  service  of  his  country  the 
devoted  zeal  of  a  true  patriot,  as  a  citizen  the  love  of  the 
philanthopist,  never  forgetting  his  obligations  to  the  poor, 
the  sick  and  the  crij^tpled,  but  extending  to  all  the  benefac- 
tions of  a  warm  heart  and  of  an  open  hand.  The  homage 
we  pay  to  the  good  man  when  living  we  desire  to  perpetuate 
in  hallowed  memories,  and  to  this  end  we  inscribe  on  our 
minutes  the  sentiments  that  are  graven  on  our  hearts — of 
gratitude  for  this  life  of  uncommon  l)eauty,  of  sincere 
sorrow  for  our  own  great  loss,  and  of  our  sympathy  for  the 
family  of  the  bereaved.''  Mr.  Sturges  deserved  this  warm 
tribute,  which  needs  no  elaboration  here.  His  honorable 
career  was  brought  to  a  close  November  28th,  1874,  l)y  an 
attack  of  pneumonia,  the  result  of  a  cold  caught  a  few 
days  i:)reviously  while  attending  a  religious  conference  in 
Philadelphia. 


GEORGE    OPDYKE. 

George  Opdyke  was  born  December  7,  1805,  in  Kiug- 
w-ood,  Hunterdon  County,  New-Jersev.    He  was  descended. 
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tliroimli   ;i  Idiiu' liiii- iif  iin)s|ifi-(iiis  r;iiiiiris.  I'rdiii  :i  lldllniid 
r.-iiiiily    who   sfiilcW    iiiioii    LdiiLj,    Nhiii'l.    N.    N  .,   ;il  <iiii    ilic 

Ari<'i-  li:i\iim-  foi'  two  y(>:irs  ;if tciidrd  ilic    Diviiict  Sclinol. 
In- ;i-^^imir(l  rli;ii;u'»' (if  il  :il  llic  ;iLir  of  sixltdi.      Two  _\r:irs 

l.-ll'T.  ill  IS-i;>,  he  ;|<1\  clll  lir()ll>l  y  vlmlrd  (illl  ililo  llii'  new 
W  i'--I,  M'llliiin-  lirsl  ;il  ( 'lr\  chiiid,  ()|ii(i.  ;iiid  lln-if  <  n- 
u'.-i^.'d  ill  iiit'ic.-iinili'  imr^idis.  Liilcr  Ik-  i<'iti(i\  <'d  tn  Xcw- 
()ilf;ins.  where  he  rein;iiiied  lixc  yeiiis.  In  IM".)  Mr.  ()!•- 
\>\\s\:  iiKinied  Mi^s  I'j.iz  \  i;i;i  ii  Ham.  Sikvki;);.  df  his 
ii;ili\e  pliK'e,  :iiid  in  ls:!-j  he  eiileicd  into  liusiiK'ss  in  .\(  \v- 
^lll•k  ('ily  ;is  whoh-snle  chdhiiiL:,'  Mi:iMiil":iri  nrer.  :i  I'leiw  Mids 
as  ini]iorier  of  dry  lioods,  :md  linnlly  ;is  Imiikei-.  Ilecon- 
liniied  in  nciixc  Iinsiness  iiiiiil  his  (h'lilh.  .Innc  I'i.  ISSo. 
;ind  i):iss('d  sncc.'s>rnlly  iIu'om^Ii  e\-eiy  riiKincinl  |):niic  of 
tifly  yeiii's.  l-'roiu  IS:!'.)  to  IS.'):}  hi-  iM:id<'  his  residence 
iie;ir  Newnrk,  N.  .1.,  and  th<'ii  r('nio\f(l  Imcl;  to  JSCw-Vork 
('it\. 

In  eaily  life  Mi'.  ()i'i>VKi:  took  an  acti\<'  pait  in  pojiiical 
aiVairs.  1  )i'iiartiim-  i'loni  the  Whiu' oiiiinoiis  of  his  family, 
III'  Itecaini'  a  heiiioci'al.  and  a  de\<)l('d  siii»]ioiler  of  the  Ad- 
ininistrntion  of  .\m»i;i:w  .Ia(Kson.  lie  was.  howcxci'.  at 
a!!  times  heartily  oi)]>ose(l  to  tin'  extension  of  shneiy.  :;;id 
in  IS4S  he  aided  in  the  oriiani/.at  ion  (»."  the  I-'ree  Soil  jiarly, 
and  was  its  candidate  for  CoiiuTcss  in  the  l-'iftli  District  of 
>.'('w-,l('rs('y.  l»ur  was  defeated  Ity  Wii.i.iAM  WiMGiir.  wlio 
afterwards  was  United  Stat<'s  Senator  fioin  that  State. 

At  the  lime  of  tlie  linancial  ]>anic  of  1S.")7,  Mr.  OrnvKi; 
exerted  liimself  to  luinii:  alioiit  a  concertecl  movement  l»y 
the  hanl\s  of  New-York  City  to  restore  coiili'lence  Ity  en- 
laru'inu"  tlieir  loans  niMHi  secnrilies  and  credits  of  iin- 
(lonbted  valne.  lie  claimed  that  the  linancial  ciisis  was 
lar^-ely  liased  uiHin  fear,  the  .ireiiei'al  condition  of  theltiisi- 
ness  of  the  country  lieinu'  soniul,  and  the  oidy  real 
weakness  heiimamonu'  tlie  prematurely  extended  railways 
iu  the  West.  He  showed  how  the  P>ank  of  Kiiirland  had 
stemmed  linancial  crisis  1>y  enlaririn.ir  credits  on  irood  se- 
curities, instead  of  refusinir  their  customers  nccfmimodation 
in  times  of  greatest  need.     As  a  result  of  these  eifoits.  a 
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Board  of  Currency  was  organized,  and  niucli  valuable  in- 
vestigation made  by  tlie  leading  bankers  of  the  City  into 
economic  questions,  with  a  result  that  still  influences  the 
administration  of  the  banks  of  the  country. 

In  18.5S  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly  bv  the 
Republican  party,  and  took  an  active  part  in  adyocating  all 
measures  for  tliQ  advancement  of  tlie  commercial  interests 
of  the  City  and  State  of  New- York. 

In  1860  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
Convention  at  Chicago,  and,  with  David  Dudley  Field 
and  the  late  Horace  GtREELey,  aided  largely  in  effecting 
the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  whose  adminis- 
tration he  afterwards  became  an  active  and  efficient  adviser. 

The  first  public  action  taken  in  New- York  City  in  sup- 
port of  the  National  CTOvernment,  upon  the  outbreak  of 
the  Rebellion,  was  that  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  upon 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Opdyke,  at  its  meeting, 
held  April  19th,  1861.  This  Avas  the  beginning  of  untiring 
and  patriotic  labors  on  his  part  throughout  the  war, 
during  which  he  gave  freely  of  his  time,  strength  and 
means,  in  every  dii-ection  where  he  found  he  could  in  any 
way  aid  the  nation  in  its  great  struggle.  In  the  fall  of 
1861,  Mr.  Opdyke  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  and  held  that  oflice  through  the  eventful  years  of 
1862  and  1863,  being  the  only  Republican  Mayor  the  City 
of  New- York  has  chosen.  His  position  as  the  Chief 
Magistrate  placed  him  at  the  rallying  point  for  all  intelli- 
gent and  patriotic  zeal  in  the  metropolis,  and  he  was 
especially  active  in  the  raising  and  equipping  of  troops, 
and  in  the  forwarding  of  them  to  the  seat  of  Avar.  The  draft 
riots  in  the  City  occurred  during  his  Mayoralty,  and  tlu' 
emergency  was  met  by  him  with  courage  and  an  imAvaver- 
ing  determination  to  restore  obedience  to  laAv  Avithout 
yielding  to  the  clamor  of  the  mob.  He  remained  at  his 
post  of  duty,  and  refused  to  listen  to  any  measures  of  com- 
promise, although  he  Avas  frequently  threatened  Avith  as- 
sassination, his  residence  tAvice  attacked  bv  the  mob,  and 
other  of  his  property  destroyed  by  iire.  During  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  riot,   the   Common   Council  unanimously 
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Noted  >;*i.  .")<  i( ».  ( M  X  I.  to  ii'li.'v  ••  t  roiii  :ictii:il  >-i'!\  ire  all  uliowrp' 
(Iral'ifd.  Tliis  (udiiiaiicf  tin-  Ma  \  or  pidiiijit  I  y  v«'t<>«'<l.  dr- 
claiiiiu  I  li:il  rioti'i->  should  lie  (■<  iii(|Ui'i<  d.  not  <'oiicilial<M|. 
aixl  that  till-  ('il>  Millet  ariiiallx  riiiiiish  tlh'  iid'Ii  iii'<'di'd  to 
]ii't'sri\  r  t  III'  ua  I  loll.  A  tier  t  In '  lioi  w  as  <|  iii'l  h'd  I  Im'  Ma  \  of 
i|rt'ral<'d  tlif  schiriii'  id'  ihe  ('oiiiiiioii  ('oiiiiril.  li\  vcciiriii"' 
adioii  of  the  rxiui'd  of  Siijirfx  isors,  which  riiniislit'd  a<'liial 
II  It'll  a>  sul)st  it  iitcs  for  those  who  weie  d  fa  fled  and  w  ho  did 

not    t  lieliiseK  »'s  sef\  e. 

Mr.  <)l'l»^l\l;  was  a  dele,ual<'  :it  lai.^e  to  the  New -^d|•k 
(  oiisi  it  III  i<Mi:d  ( "oin  ciitioii  of  ISCi?  S.  iitxl  a  nieiiilief  id'  the 
succeeding:  ( "oiistit  iilioinil  ( "oininissioii  of  1S7:2  :{.  in  fe 
vising-  the  State  ( 'oust  it  III  ioiK  In'  found  wofk  which  was 
most  inlefestiii^r  ;ind  cdtiLic'inid  to  his  tastes,  and  lalxifcd 
coil  (( more    U|ion    all     the    subjects    wlli(dl    came    liefofe     the 

('oiiveiiiioii  ami  ( 'oiiiiiiissioii.  lie  was  csjiecially  acti\e 
in  all  that  coiicefiied  the  canals  and  othef  commefcial 
inlefests  of  the  State;  in  all  tliat  f<'lated  to  Common 
Scliool  ♦'diicatidii.  and  csj)ecially  to  measiifes  for  com])iil- 
sofv  attendance  af  the  scliools  ;  in  all  that  contfihiited  to 
the  imin'oved  i:-o\efnment  of  cities,  incliidin^'  measiifes 
lookinir  to  the  election,  hy  tin'  \(tle  of  la\-pay»'fs  oidy.  <d' 
a  iioa fd  of  l-'inancial  ( "ontfol  in  llie  laru'c  cili«'s  ;  and  in  llie 
( "i»nstilnli(»nal  amendment  that  was  e\cntiially  adopted  as 
to  luil'eiy.  lie  ^really  leu-rctled  lliat  the  I^'U'islahife  di<l 
not  ait]»fo\t'  the  ]»fo])()sed  amendment  relatixc  to  l^xiafdsof 
l''inancial  Contfol  in  cities,  which  was  lifst  siipjifessed  hy 
j>olitical  nian(i'U\ fes,  and  when  auain  pfojiosed  l)y  lli«' 
Chaftef  Coinniission.  was  delValed  by  ]»oliticians.  whose 
schemes  it  would  liax'e  elVcctiially  <diecked. 

.Mi-.  ( )iMtY  Ki:  was  at  all  times  an  earnest  student,  and 
su])plementi'd  his  eafly  schoolinu'  l»y  systematic  self- 
instfiictioii.  lie  hecame  a  clear  and  f(U-cil>le  wiiteranda 
pleasinu"  and  elfectiv*'  speaker.  As  early  as  1S4.")  he  wrote 
a  treatise  on  Political  Kconrmiy.  which  he  afterwards  re- 
vised and  pnldislied  in  IS.')].  In  this  work  he  discnssevl  the 
theory  of  wncres.  thiMalne  of  land  and  other  qnestions.  and 
advanced  many  oriiiiiinl  views  whicdi  have  since  become  ac- 
cepted doctrines  of  the  science.     Tu  his  treatise  he  demon- 
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stratecT  the  economic  evils  of  slaver3\  and  took  strong 
ground  in  favor  of  free  trade,  but  was  willing  to  accept  '•  a 
tariif  for  revenue  only  ' '  as  a  practical  policy  for  tlie  United 
States.  He  also  advocated  the  issue  ])y  the  Xational  Gov- 
ernment of  an  inconvertilile  paper  money,  limited  by 
constitutional  provisions  to  a  certain  amount  ^er  capita  of 
population.  AA^lien,  during  the  War  of  the  Kebellion,  Secre- 
tary^ Chase  sought  his  advice  as  to  the  proposed  issue  of  the 
legal  tenders,  jNlr.  Opdyke,  adhering  to  his  views  formulated 
in  1845,  strongly  urged  the  issue  of  national  currency  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  three  hundred  million  dollars. 
Against  the  subsequent  enlarged  issues  of  these  notes  he 
earnestly  objected,  foreseeing  the  injurious  elfects  that 
soon  followed  the  inflation  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  Opdyke  published  also,  in  1866,  a  volume  of  "May- 
oralty Documents,''  embracing  the  political  and  adminis- 
trative historv  of  the  City  during  his  tenn  of  office.  This 
volume  contains  his  veto  messages,  which  throw  a  strono; 
light  upon  the  modes  of  City  government  under  ineffective 
charter  provisions. 

Mr.  Opdyke  was  for  twenty-two  years  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New- York.  For 
eight  years,  from  1867  to  1875,  he  was  a  Vice-President, 
and  during  the  period  of  his  connection  with  the  Chamber 
he  was  constant  in  his  attendance  at  its  meetings,  and 
very  active  in  calling  attention  to  matters  of  public 
concern,  serving  upon  most  of  the  important  Commit- 
tees, and  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  debates  of  tlie 
Chaml)er.  Especially  was  he  prominent  in  all  measures 
for  improving  the  navigation  and  defence  of  New- York 
Harbor,  and  for  securing  free  navigation  of  the  State 
Canals. 


WILLIAM   H.  FOGG. 

William  H.  Fogg  was  born   on   a   farm   in  the  town 
of  Berwick,  Maine,  on  December  27th,  1817.     His  grand- 


iJii)(.iiiAi'iii(  Ai.  SKI  rnii:-.  0*5 

fjil  lirr  w  MS  ;i  pioiiiiiii'iit  ( iHii't-r  ill  I  lit'  ( 'Inircii.  iiiid  lii->  t'al  Iht 
w.is  :i  iinii  liiulily  esteeiin'd  l>y  his  IVIIowcilizciis.  'IMk* 
|i;i!iiiis  of  Mr.  F()(;<;  cniiic  from  ut'iiniiit'  >iew-Kii<il:iii(l 
s|(>c!\.  Tile  Mii.ll!  IIHMllS  Mr.  l-'occ  li;i(l  :i!*ciimill;itr(l  MS 
rink  ill  M  (•(Hiiiliy  store  <'iiMi>I;'(l  hiii:  to  ••stMMi»li.  with 
i\\(i  (iilicr  yoiiiiii-  Mii'ii.  ill  i^xistoii.  !li(  liriii  of  |-5i;nno(  k. 
I-'occ  iV  Sii\NMi\.  which  coiitiiiiit'd  for  sdiiM-  iinif.  Inn 
hfiiiu'  llilsll(•(■(->-^t■|||,  I  he  |iMi!iii'rslii|i  wMs  dissolved.  To  Mr. 
I'Nmmj's  lioiior.  1)1'  i!  sMi<h  lif  pMid.  ycMis  mI'IcI'.  \'.  ilh  iplrrcsi 
lli('wlii>h'  iiidi'lili'diit'ss  of  ijiis  liiiii.  Ill  IS-17  ihc  liriii  of 
l-'oiMi  I  )i;o  I  iiii;--  WMS  oiu'Miii/.t'd.  Iim\  iiii:  iiioii'  or  less  relMl  ioii 
with  tin-  hroiiii'i'.  llii;\M.  who  resided  in  ChiiiM.      The  liiisi- 

liess   WMS   IlMIIsreried     lo     New  -^'(llU    ill    I  N.^'i.   Mild    I  lie   liJMIieh 

Ml    iMisidii  closed.      Mr.   l-'ocio's  hrot  her  died    in    Is.'i,").   Miid 

ihenini     lllell    Ix'CMtlie    W  li.i.l  \  M     II.    I-'im.O     iV'    C,"( ». .    I  lie   1  >|  |si - 
Mess    de\()|\iim-    entirely    ll]IOl!    W'll.l.l   \\|     II.    {'""(MM;,    who    WAS 

iheii  I  hirty-i'iuhl  yeMrs  of  Mi:e.  I^nel•^•y,  eiiii'iprise  mid 
honesty  ensured  snccesN,  niid  sooji  the  linn  becMiiie  j»roiiii- 
iieiit  ill  the  CliiiiM  trnde.  WIkmi  Mr.  J''o(;<;  vetiiriied  rroiii  his 
visit  to  thMt  country  in  ISSO,  tlie  linn  dissolved.  Inn  i  he  Inisi- 
11  ess  WMS  continued  iin<h'r  t  he  nnine  of  the  Cliiii;!  mikI  .iMpMii 
TiMdiiiu' ( 'oiniiMiiy.  of  '.\hich  Mr.  Ftuu;  reiiiMiiied  Picsident 
iiiilil  hisdcMth.  The  ( 'onipMny's  eiiterjiise  is  now  m  niMtier 
of  history.  It  Inid  l)rMnclies  nt  SliMnii-liai,  CliinM  :  mI  Yo- 
koliMiiiM.  Kohe.  ()sMc;i.  in  .Im^mi!  :  Mt  London  mikI  Smu 
I'raiicisco.  and  hnndh'd.  in  addition  to  tea.  Miid  silk,  hir^e 
ipiMiilities  of  oreneral  ineicliaiulis(\  In  all  his  transactions. 
\\  II, 1,1  AM  ir.  FoG<;  Ava^-  conservative  and  cautious,  and  liad 
the  r«»]iutation  of  conductinu'  the  affairs  of  the  ("oini»aiiy 
on  sound  priiici])les.  I'or  a  quarter  of  a  cent  my  he  was  mh 
honored  nieni1)erof  the  Chamber  of  Coninierce.  and  for  two 
years  prior  to  his  death  one  of  its  \'ice-Presidents.  At 
the  time  ol  his  decease  lie  was  a  director  in  tlie  Pmiv  Piank. 
and  once  its  President,  a  director  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  In- 
surance (\)ni])any,  the  Ecpiitable  Life  Assurance  Company 
and  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company.  IFe  was  mIso  a  (Tovernor 
of  the  >»ew-York  IIosi)irMl.  mikI  of  several  other  beneficent 
organizations,  all  of  w  liicii  expressed  in  fitting  terms  their 
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sorrow  at  his  death,  which  ocriirred  in  this  City,  Marcli 
24th,  1884. 

Those  who  knew  him  would  testifx',  without  exception, 
that  Mr.  Fogg  was  one  of  the  most  courteous  of  men, 
possessing,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  charming  urbanit}^ 
wliich  smooths  intercourse  between  men  of  business, 
and  enables  them  to  avoid  many  of  the  asperities  so 
often  encountered  in  commercial  life.  The  writer  knew 
him  intimately,  and  often  had  to  consult  with  him  on  im- 
portant  questions  wliich  came  before  the  Chamber  for  con- 
sideration and  action.  In  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  Mr. 
FoGC^  showed  the  same  unvarying  courtesy  which  charac- 
terized his  whole  life.  In  his  capacity  as  Vice-President  of 
the  Chamber,  or  as  Chairman  of  its  Executive  Committee, 
he  was  ever  ready  to  spend  his  time  and  means  to  further 
the  interests  and  enhance  the  welfare  of  Xew-York.  Prac- 
tical, sagacious  and  cool,  Mr.  Fogc^'s  judgment  was  highly 
valued,  and  his  force  of  character  much  admired  by  his 
colleagues  and  friends.  He  was  a  man  of  deeply  religious 
convictions,  liberal  l)ut  unostentatious  in  all  his  works  of 
charity. 


-'     '  MATTHEW    MAURY. 

Matthew  Mauky  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  Sep- 
tember 29tli,  1800.  He  descended  from  a  Huguenot  family, 
which  settled  in  Virginia  in  17]  7.  and  was  the  third  son  of 
James  Mauey,  who.  directly  after  the  Revolution,  went  to 
Liverpool  to  establish  an  American  house,  and  was  ap- 
pointed consul  to  that  port  by  General  AVasiiixgtox.  He 
tilled  this  office  from  1790  to  1829,  under  the  first  six 
Presidents  of  the  United  States,  reflecting  credit  upon  his 
country,  and  commanding  the  honor  and  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact  both  in  public  and  private 
life,  and  at  a  time  when  to  be  an  American  was  necessarily 
unpopular.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  American 
Chamber  of   Commerce    in    Liverpool,    and  his  portrait. 
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iciinlrd  I'oi'  iliat  body  by  Sikw  aki  Ni:\\|(>.n,  still  ll:m;,^s  in 
"lis  i-i  p(  iius. 

M  Ai'iiiKW  >!  AI  i;v  \\:is  .'(liK-iird  .-i*  I'iioii,  :iiii|  \i>ii.-d 
Aiiiriir;!  !"<  n' I  In '  ti  i  si  lime  ill  |n17.  I  b' In  l:;iii  linsincss  w  iili 
iMai  i;n.  Laiiiam  iV  ('<•..  his  Inilin's  hoiisr  in  Li\  criMioj, 
mid  \\:is  MKid"  ;i  p;irl  iicr  si  loii  iificr  III'  ciiiiH'  (if  ;ii;('.  Tlii-y 
were  ,<;t'iii'r;i!  iiiricli:iiils,  !( »l>;icc( i  I n-iiiii- t ludr  cliicf  iinjiort, 
until  the  coiiuii  irndr  ,mvv,  ii)).  TIk' lirst  A  iiirrii-:iii  rotidii 
was  sliippcd  in  wooden  boxrs.  A  iiu'iiKnaiiduni  by  ("oiisul 
M  \i  i:v,  v\'  llicsc  iirst  iniixdis.  was  as  follows: 

In  \lKh  ,"  ill  :!  vcssrls  :  in  I7.s(i.  (>  in  '2  xcsscis  :  in  17.^7. 
I'lS  lialrs  in  T)  ncsscIs.  and  soon.  Tliiis.  .MAriiii;\\  M  \i  i;', 
iiiTw  ii[)v,itli  lilt' l)iisiin'ss  in  wliicli  In-  sjirnl  Ids  life.  ;iii,| 
had  a  ra'v  raniiliarily  with  il  in  all  its  details.  AVIn-n  llie 
})rrs('nt  method  of  ••fnlnres""  Iti-uan.  it  was  so  distaste- 
ful fo  his  ideas  as  a  iiierehant  lliat  he  could  never  fulh 
'iiler  ink)  it.  After  lS-i"i,  he  was  eonstanlly  in  America, 
hi  JS:5:2.  with  his  yo:inii-er  brother,  l?i  rso\.  he  csiablished 
llie  lioiise  of  M.  iV  11.  Maikv.  ill  Xew-\oiU.  changed  in 
IS41  to  Mai  KV  1)K(»tiik!;s,  of  wliicli  lie  continued  the 
head  until  his  death. 

l)oiii  under  the  l!au\  Matiiiiiw  .MAri;^  was  l>y  riu'lit  an 
American  citizen,  and  had  tlie  stron^vst  love  and  admira- 
tion for  his  country  and  her  Ivepublicaii  ( iovernnniii.  with 
a  linn  belief  in  its  conqdete  success.  This  did  not  hinder 
his  adniirini;:  many  excellent  features  in  the  working  of  the 
Enirlish  (Tovernnient,  such  as  the  absence  i.f  rotatimi  in 
office,  and  the  simplicity  of  the  tariff. 

JA^fKs  ^fArnv.  like  all  tlioii^ii-htfnl  men  of  his  time,  had 
a  iiivat aversion  toslaveiy,  an  aversion  he  carefully  instilled 
into  his  children,  and  charu-ed  them,  when  they  came  iu 
this  conntry,  never  to  own  a  slave.  Bronirhi  up  iiiKler 
such  inlliiences,  it  is  ])lain.  that  when  the  late  war  broke 
ont,  Matjiikw  ^f  aikv  could  be  nothinu'  else  but  a  strontr 
Union  man,  and.^  ever  remain  s<;. 

He  Inula  hiiih  a])preciation  of  the  value  of  the  Xew-York 
Chamber  of  ('ommerce.  and  almost  all  his  public  sen-jces 
were  rendered  through  it.  He  was  its  Secretary  from  1{>49 
to  18.")8. 


08'  POETEAIT    GALLEEY. 

In  tlie  following  measnres  lie  Avas  eitlier  prime  mover 
or  a  zealons  co-worker  : 

In  tlie  estal)lisliment  of  the  bonded  warehouse  system, 
when  RoBEET  J.  AYalkee  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
in  an  endeavor  to  imjjrove  the  l^anking  system  of  this. 
State;  in  the  founding  in  1848  of  the  "  Institution  for  the 
Savings  of  Merchants'  Clerks  and  others,"  in  which  he 
took  a  deep  interest,  and  served  always  as  trustee,  and  as 
Second  Vice-President  for  twenty- one  years  ;  in  an  effort 
to  establish  a  time  and  weather  observatory  on  the  Battery 
in  this  City,  which  failed  because  the  authorities  did  not 
favor  it ;  in  the  repeal  of  the  cotton  tax,  because  it  was 
an  export  duty,  and  therefore  unconstitutional.  This  met 
with  much  ox)i3osition,  but  the  arguments  against  it  w^ere 
unanswerable,  and  the  tax  was  at  last  rej^ealed. 

The  resumption  of  specie  payments  he  urged  almost 
from  the  day  the  war  closed.  He  w^as  one  of  the  very  few^ 
who  insisted  that  preparation  should  begin  at  once  to  retire 
the  greenbacks,  and  bring  the  country  back  to  a  gold  basis, 
believing  that  this  would  check  speculation,  which,  he 
argued,  Avould  be  the  inevitable  result  of  our  irredeemable 
and  inflated  currency. 

Though  devoted  to  ])usiness,  he  rea.d  widely  and  was 
w^ell  informed  ui^on  general  topics.  Being  fond  of  the 
sea,  he  studied  mathematics  for  amusement,  and  mas- 
tered not  only  the  science  of  navigation,  but  on  more 
than  one  occasion  navigated  the  sliip  in  which  he  was  a 
passenger,  during  the  illness  of  its  captain.  Astronomy 
was  his  delight,  and  he  kept  up  wdth  its  progress  to  the 
end  of  his  life. 

In  1841  he  married  Elizabeth,  the  second  daughter  of 
Joshua  Gilpin,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  daughter.  In  early  life  Mr.  Maeey  was 
confirmed  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  was  a  constant 
and  faithful  attendant  at  St.  Thomas'  Church,  and  after- 
wards at  St.  Mark's  in  this  City. 

He  dibd  at  his  home,  September  ISth,  1877.  The  spon- 
taneous testimony  to  his  j^ersonal  character  by  the  mer- 
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rliiints  ;iin<)iiu' w  Ik iiM  In-  iiii)\  cd  w ;is  sinniii»'(l   ii|>  jiiid  ^.'•nivcii 

II I II 111  his  lomliNJi  'Ml'  ill  ill,.  I'mIIow  iiiu'  w  orMs  : 

■'A  Mir|c||;ili|  ill  ihi^  (ily  \'n\-  llCMlIx  lil'iN  \<:ir^.  Ills 
-l;iilili'^s  cliiii-icti'i-  c,  iiiiiii;ili(|c<l  I  In-  |t'>|iccl  of  :ill  Ills  Jisso- 
cilltt's,  ;iii(|  \\(i|||iil\  ii|i||i'|(|  ihc  liMiKiicd  iiiiiiii'  li('(jii«';itlic(| 
liiiii  l'\    his  iiiiirh  hull'  iiv(|   |';ii  hiT." 


ALEXANDER     HAMILTON. 

No  111:111  ill  (.iir  iKilioiinl  history  })i'(^seiits  :i  luoi'c  ((tiii- 
plcti'ly  loiiiKh'd  ('li;ir;i('t('i-  for  ui'iiitis,  iiuhistiy,  intiiitiw 
|K'r(vi)ti<)iK  iiit«\ii'rit y.  :i'>ilily  iiiid  viist  ;ilt:iiinii<'iils  lh:m 
.\i,!:\\M)i;i;  Hamilton.  As  |);ini(it.  inihlicist,  soldier, 
jurist,  eroiioinisi,  liiKiiicici' mid  statcsiiuiiK  h;- stiiiids.  in  ihr 
ol»ininii  (tf  tliosc  Ix'si  (pKilili-'d  to  judu'c,  iirc-ciiiiiiciit  unioiii;" 
the  lucii  t>r  liis  tiiiic.  Dyiii.u'  :il  the  early  aiiv  of  forty -seven, 
w  hell  most  men  ha\-e  liard'y  reached  tlte  full  maturity  of 
l!i"!i'  powers,  he  liad  l)eeii  l)efore  the  ])ul)li('  foi-  ihiity 
years,  and,  in  no  instance,  had  failed  to  acconi]>lisli  moi-e 
tli:in  his  most  sanunine  friends  had  (hired  to  anticijiale. 

The  Prince  dk  TAJjj:viJA.\n,  the  ahlest  and  clearest 
heacU'd  of  French  statesnu^i,  Avho  had  for  some  years  l)(*en 
intimately  acquainted  with  HA.Mii/rox,  r.nd  I-.new  all  his 
l)lans  foi-  his  nation's  ad\  iincement,  said  of  hiin,  when  in 
the  zenith  of  his  own  j-ower  in  France:  "I  consider 
Xapoleox,  Fox  and  Ha^mii/iox  as  the  three  greatest  men 
of  our  epoch,  and,  if  T  uere  called  upon  to  (h^'ide  between 
the  three,  I  should,  wirh.out  hesitation,  give  the  tirst  ])lace 
to  Hamilton.  II  aoait  cUclne  V Earopcy  The  lull  sig- 
nilicance  of  this  favorite  Avord  of  Talm:vka.m»,  ^'drcinl',^'' 
cannot  he  expressed  in  any  literal  translation.  Tlie  thought 
seems  to  be,  that  his  genins  had  entranced  Europe. 

Chancellor  Kext,  in  an  address  before  the  Law  Asso- 
ciation of  New- York  in  188G  said:  "Among  his  V.  ret  hren, 
IIamiltox  was  indisputably  pre-eminent.  This  was  uni- 
versally conceded.     Ue  rose  at  once  to  the  loftiest  heights 
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of  professional  eminence  by  liis  jjrofonnd  penetration,  liis 
power  of  analysis,  tlie  compreliensive  grasp  and  strength, 
of  his  understanding,  and  the  firmness,  frankness  and 
integrity  of  his  character." 

The  Marquis  de  Talleyraxd  Perigord,  son  of  the  great 
statesman,  and  himself  a  man  of  great  genius  and  learning, 
in  his  Etude  sur  la  liejjubllque  des  Etals  Uiiis  d'  Amerique, 
says:     "It:  was  to  the    constructive  political  genius    of 
Alexaxder  Hamiltox   that  America  owed  her  Consti- 
tution ;   it  was  he  who  furnished  the   essential  materials 
which  comjiosed  it ;  it  is  to  him  that  the  general  plan  of 
the  edifice  is  due  ;  it  was  he  who  designed  the  lines  which 
made  that  Constitntion  one  of  the  most  remarkable  monu- 
ments   of  histor3^      By  his   energy,    his  patriotism,    his 
marvellous  intelligence  and  his  eloquence  he  succeeded  in 
directing    the  public    mind  to  the    necessity   of  a  more 
coherent,  more  i)erfect  union.    Knowing  how  to  silence  tlie 
selfish  views  of  the  different  States,  he  led  them  to  unite 
in  the  achievement  of  a  great  work.      The   Constitution 
completed  and  adopted,  there  remained  something  still  to  l)e 
accomplished  ;   it  was  necessary  to  give  a  judicial,  clear, 
precise  and  lucid  interpretation  of  this  Constitution,  in  all 
those  constantly  recurring  conditions,  in  which  it  would  be 
called  upon  to  guide  and  control  i)iiblic  events." 

Both  these  great  boons  to  his  country  were  bestowed  by 
the  genius  and  the  extraordinary  ability  of   Hamiltox. 
He  had  been,  young  as  he  was,  a  thorough  student  of  every 
form  of  constitutional  government ;  he  had  perceived  the 
necessity  of  the  substitution  of  a  strong  natiomd  govern- 
ment for  the  effete  and  outworn  confederation  ;  by  pen  and 
voice,  he  had  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Con- 
vention which  formed  it ;  he  procured  its  adoption  and 
ratification  in  the  Convention  of  IS'ew-York  against  strong 
opposition  ;  he  expoiTuded  and  defended  it  in  the    "  jPecZe- 
rallst,''^  as  well  as  in  other  publications  ;  when  our  Govern- 
ment was  re-organized  under  the  Constitution,  and  he  was 
called   to  administer  on  a  bankrupt  treasury,  a  national 
debt  of  vast  prox)ortions,  and  to  rescue  the  nation  from  im- 
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ic'iidiiiu'  niiii,  li"'  i|i'\  ist'd  iiiimsim-,'-,.  w  Inch  s|.ci-ilily  ir.ivf  oiii- 
(•i)iiiifr\'  :i    i'r.'(lit  :ilii(i;iil  iiml   al    liunn'  \s  liicli  was  i'i|iial   to 

Tlif  ('it\  (if  New  \(irk  ami  il^  ( 'liaiiituT  nf  ( "(iiiiiiifr<'«* 
;ir,'  iindrr  i  he  ui-.-al  -st  dliliualiniis  lo  A  i,i:.\  a  M>i;i:  II  win. - 
TON  fdi'  w  lial  ill'  (lid  t(»  iv\  i\  I"  and  fully  i>I  dili->li  its  o-.-dil. 
a^  wi'll  as  for  his  ])r,'\i(iiis  l^.xmI  dr  mIs  in  d-ri-iidinLr  it.  and 
I'l'scniiiu-  it  I'loni  t  Invat-inMl  li(.ail>ai<lni  -nt,  al  lli"  l)c;^iiiniiiLr 
(if  ihi'  war  of  lln^  Kcvolutioa.  His  Liriuns  and  linancial 
skill  niaih'  New -^'()l•k  ])()ssil)l('. 

L 't  us.  ilh'ii,  luii'lly  !'t'\i('n-  the  cai-.':-!' of  this  cxl  raoidi- 
ii:iry  man.  .\  i  i:.\  \  \  i»i:i;  !l\>!ii,i'nN  was  Ikuii  in  Nevis,  oni' 
of  till'  I'ritisji  Wis!  hitlia  Islands,  .laniiaiy  11.  IT.')?.  His 
fat  her  was  ,1  \  M  i;--  1 1  \  m  1 1.  ton,  ofa  u'ood  Ayi'shiiv  famil,\  :  his 
mothrr.  whose  niaidm  name  was  1-\\U(,"KTTI-:,  was  of  HiiL'ue- 
TMl  sl(»ck.  The  father  had  set  U|.in  meicaiilile  business  in  St. 
(  hristopher.  lait  had  hecoine  insolvent  from  endorsin.ii;  for 
others.  TlicN  had  several  sons  ;  l.ut  only  Tiiom  \s  and  .\  I.I:.\■- 
\  \i)i;i:  attained  maturity.  The  mother  died  when  Af.kxax- 
i»i;i:  was  yet  a  small  child,  luit  he  liad  vivid  recollections  of 
li'i-  heauty  and  of  liei-  su])erioi-  intellect  and  cultivation. 
.\  i.KX ANDi'.t;  was  taken  h\  his  mothei-'s  relatives  to  St.  ( 'I'oix 
and  put  at  school  there,  a\  heie  he  speedily  liecanie  j»roli- 
cii-ni  in  French  and  Kn.ulish,  with  some  little  knowledtre  of 
II  -'m.'w.  Ue  absorbed  kno\vled,u:e  rai)idly.  In  the  autumn 
of  1 7(*):\  he 'entered  the  ronnting  house  of  Mr.  Nk  iiof.as 
CiMi.i.i:,  in  St.  Croix.  Mr.  Xi(iroi..\>  Ciiuckk  was  a  New- 
VorkM-  by  birrli  and  edueation,  a  neidiew  of  .Ioiin  ('uL'<iKi:, 
who  was  so  eminent  in  the  ante  and  post  Revolntionary 
history  of  New-Yoi-k.  and  was  the  iirst  President  of  the 
\e\\-"S'()ik  Chamber  of  ( "ommeice.  Mr.  N.  Ci:L'(;Kn  had  a 
wai'ehoii.se  in  St.  Croix,  and  also  one  in  New-York,  to 
which  his  West  India  goods  wei-e  shi]i]ied.  lb-re  he  sliowed 
smdi  diligence,  intelligence  and  ajititnch'  foj-  business  lliata 
.vear  later  he  had  a  conlidential  relation  with  his  emjOoyer, 
and  during  Mr.  Ci;i<;i:];"s  absence  at  Xew-York,  wasjiul  in 
charge  of  the  business,  lb-  was  here,  as  always,  a  diligent 
student  in  ronimercial  science,  history  and  the  classics.  \\\ 
Angn.st,  1772,  before  his  sixteenth  birtlnhiy,  he  was  in  St. 
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Eustatia  on  business,  when  a  cyclone  burst  upon  the  Lee- 
ward Islands.  A  full  description  of  the  storm  and  its 
effects  was  published  in  a  local  paper,  and  attracted  much 
attention.  Inquiry  was  made  by  the  Governor  of  St.  Croix 
for  the  author,  and  the  discovery  was  made  that  it  was  the 
work  of  the  boy  Hamilton.  Arrangements  were  offered 
to  him  and  accepted,  by  which  he  was  to  receive  a  liberal 
education  at  or  near  Xew-York.  He  had  letters  to  several 
eminent  men,  among  others  to  AVilliam  Livingstot^,  then 
of  Elizabethtown,  Xew-Jersey,  in  whose  country  seat  he 
found  a  home  while  attending  the  Grammar  School  in 
Elizabethtown.  He  v\-as  a  most  earnest  and  diligent  student, 
and  endeared  himself  to  the  Liyixgstons.  AA^illiam  Liy- 
IXGSTOX  was  the  associate  editorof  the  ^'American  Whir/,'^ 
then  published  in  Xew-York,  and  was  a  liberal  in  politics, 
and  from  him  Hamilton^,  perhaps,  received  his  first  im- 
pulses toward  political  composition. 

In  1773,  Hamiltox  entered  Kings  (now  Columbia) 
College,  stipulating  that  he  should  be  admitted  to  any 
class  for  which  he  was  qualilied,  and  that  he  might  advance 
from  class  to  class,  as  his  attainments  might  justify.  He 
was  here  a  diligent  student,  not  only  keeping  up  with  his 
classes,  but  studying  political  and  economical  science, 
medicine  and  philosophy.  But  he  mingled,  also,  boy  as 
he  was,  with  the  patriots  of  his  time.  He  was  one  of  the 
"  Sons  of  Liberty,''  and  advocated  the  cause  of  the  Boston 
jiatiiots  as  he  had  ox:)portunity. 

There  appeared  in  November,  1774,  anonymously,  two 
j)amphlets,  written  with  great  abilitj^,  advocating  the  Tory, 
or,  as  they  preferred  to  call  it,  the  Loyalist  views  of  those, 
who,  at  this  time,  vrere  defending  the  oppressive  measures. 
of  the  English  Government  ;  their  titles  were  "  Friendly 
Address  to  all  Reasonable  Americans  on  the  subject  of  our 
Political  Confusions,"  and  "Free  Thoughts  on  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Continental  Congress;"  both  '"By  a  AA'est- 
chester  Fanner."  They  were  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  (after- 
wards Bishop)  Samuel  SEAnrRy,  an  intense  Loyalist,  and 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  writers  of  the  time.  AYliile 
the  AVhigs  and  Sons  of  Liberty  were  looking,  with  trepida- 
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lioiK  for  soil  ir  w  lit  el'  (.11  1 1  ii -i  r  sjt  |(  ■.  w  lid  coiiM  nirct  this  ;i  I  lit' 
:iim1    iididil    :iil\  frs;ii\ .   :iii(l    (i\riiliin\\    his   s|»-ci(His  jii';;ii- 
11  It  "11  Is,  t  h<'r«'  ;i]»[i(';iir(|,  :i  Ko  ;iiioii\  iiioiisl  \  .  within  t  \\<»  \vr«'ks 
lifter  Ih"  |)iil)lic;ili(»ii  (if  ihf  Tory  iiniiiphhl-^.   ••  A   \  iiidirM- 
ti(Mi  ol"  ihi'   McMsiiii's  of  ihf  ( 'oiiiii't'ss   fiiiiii  I  hi' ( ':ihiiiiiii<"s 
of  !  heir  Miiniiics,  jn  mm^w  cp  lo  ;i  Ld  icr  iiiiihT  I  hr  Si^ii:i1iir<' 
of   A    W'csichcsicr   l'';ii  iiKi.""   riiilM:iciiiL;.    in    :i<hlil  ion,    **  A 
(ii'iicnil    A(hlic-»   lo    ihi-    I  iihiiliiliinls    of     A  in'i  i<';i.    :inil    ;i 
]>:irl  icnl;ir  .\(hlr<'ss  to  l  hi'  l'\'iiiiii'i  s  of  1  hi'   l'id\  iiici'  of  Ni-w- 
^'oilv,"  l)\-  '•  A  I'riiiid  of  Anicric;!."     This  icidv  wms  in  no 
i-«'s|)('ct  infi'i  ior  to  t  he  i):ini}>hh'ls  w  hirli  li.id  ("ilhd  it  foith; 
in   h-;iiiunu-.  in   iiriiunicnt.    in   chxint'nl    :i]ipr;d.    :ind   in    its 
coniiih'tr  (h'nioliti(»n  of  the   "  l^'iiinicr's**   jtosiiions,  it    was 
superior  to  Ihcni.     A\'ho  wrote  it  '.  w;is  the  ninveis:i1  (jnes- 
tion.      It  \\;is  ;ittiilinii'd.  hy  l)oth  jjiirties,  to  William  Liv- 
iNdsroN  or.IojiN  ,1  A  V,  theiibh'st  men  on  the  Li  hern!  sich-,  hiit 
both  (h'nied  its  niit  hoiship.      'I'he  coiitrovei'sy  Mciit  on;  th<' 
Westclicstcr  Fniiner  :ii)pe;irinL!,-  with   two   more  ].:imi>hh'ts, 
one   inhlri^ssed    to  the   ■'  \  ery  nccomplij^^iied   writei-  of  tlie 
X'indictition  :'"   ;nid  to  these  tliat  writer  replietl  Fehniiiry  .->, 
177.'),  with  ;i  still  more  criishiiiii'answer,  to  which  the  Funnel' 
never  made  rejjly.     AVlieii  it   was  hnally  i^roved  that  thes<^ 
powerful  vindications  of  tlie  Liberal  cause  were  from  the])i'ii 
of  Ali:xamh;k  11  a  mil  ton,  a  student  iii  Kind's  ('olleir*'.  who 
liad  just  passed   his  eiiihteeiith   birthday,   the  Tories  weri' 
confounded,    and   the  friends  of  Libeitx    eiicoiira.Lred   and 
stivnii'thened.      We  must  ])ass  rapidly  ovei-  the  subseipieiit 
events  of  Ml'.  Hamilton's  wonderful  career.    1^(  fore  irradu- 
atini!,-,  he  had  studied  diliu'eiitly  military  1a<lics.  and  ipiali- 
ii'd   himself  to  (•oinmand  a  company,      lie  liad  also  made 
an  eleu'ant  and  effective  address  to  the  merchants  of  New- 
York,  which   brouiilit  them  into  hearty  co-operation  with 
the  Revolutionary  party. 

In  Mareh,  177(),  when  but  19  years  of  a.<j:e.  he  was  roin- 
niissioned  a  Captain  of  Artillery,  by  the  Provincial  or  State 
Congress,  and  served  Avith  credit  at  the  ba.ttles  of  Lon.i: 
Island,  AVliite  l^lains,  Trenton  and  Princeton,  his('om]>any 
beini;-  admirably  drilled,  and  both  they  and  their  leader 
exhibiting  undaunted  courage,     lie  was  at  this  time  fair 
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of  complexion,  slender,  somewhat  helow  the  average  size, 
and  thou2:li  boyish  in  stature,  and  lookino-  even  voting-er 
than  he  was,  he  possessed  an  energj^  dignity  and  military 
bearing,  which  produced  the  most  perfect  obedience  in  all 
his  command. 

A  year  later,  when  just  twenty,  he  was  made  one  of 
AVasiiixgtox's  Aids-de-Canip,  became  soon  his  private 
Secretary,  and  assisted  in  x>l'»nning  campaigns.  He  re- 
mained with  the  Commander  in  Chief  till  February,  17P1, 
when  he  was  twentv-f our  years  old.  In  December,  1780, 
he  married  a  dano-hter  of  General  Schuyler.  In  July, 
1781,  he  became  commander  of  a  Xew-York  battery,  and 
captured,  on  October  14,  1781,  a  redoubt  at  Yorktown. 
After  the  surrender  of  Corxwallis  he  applied  himself  to 
the  study  of  the  law,  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1782-83, 
and  Chairman  of  important  Committees.  He  returned  to 
the  practice  of  law  in  Xew-York  City  in  Angust,  1783,  and 
soon  took  the  lead  in  his  profession,  though  the  bar  of 
Xew-York  was  at  that  time  very  brilliant  and  able.  He 
still  took  a  lively  interest  in  political,  hnancial  and  social  I 
matters  ;  protected  the  Tories  from  persectition  ;  was  active 
in  establishing  the  Bank  of  Xew-York  ;  helped  to  found 
an  Anti-Slavery  Society  ;  studied  intently  the  question  of 
the  Tnion  vs.  the  Confederation  ;  was  a  member  of  the  Xew- 
York  Legislature  in  January,  1787,  and  one  of  the  dele- 
gates  and  the  most  active  member  in  the  Xational  Conven- 
tion to  form  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  In  that 
Convention  he  advocated  and  carried  the  doctrine  of  implied 
powers,  by  which  the  Constitution  was  made  the  broad, 
comprehensive  and  enduring  charter  of  a  nation's  rights, 
which  it  became.  A  large  part  of  the  Constitution  was 
from  his  pen.  He  advocated  and  carried  its  ratification  be- 
fore the  Xew-York  State  Convention ;  defended  it  in  a 
series  of  essays,  afterwards  pnbli shed  as  "  The  Federalists'^ 
in  Avhich  he  was  assisted  by  Madison  and  Jay  ;  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  September,  1789,  and 
in  January,  1790,  presented  a  report  and  plans,  which  res- 
cued the  nation  from  bankrujitcy,  and  became  the  basis  of 
its  financial  system,  restoring  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad. 
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lie     |ir(i|.(>vc(l     |i|;iIl->    I'or     I'llIKliim-    llic     ll:il  inlKll     di'lil.    fdf    :is 

siiniiiiLi' I  lio^i'  III"  ilic  st'\t'i;il  Siiifcs.  \'i)V  r('cci\  iiiu^  mid  dis- 
posiiin"  of  ilii'  piiltlic  hiiids.  Tor  (il>(;iiiiiii^'  i-fM-iiiii-  rrnm 
|iiil)lic  hinds.  ;iiid  I'loiii  iiii|i(isls  liy  ;i  |  iii  il  I'ci  i  \  c  liiiiti'.  I'or 
:i  iiiiiil.  ;iiid  ;i  ii;il  ioind  I'link.  lii'  iiiuniiifd  :il  his  |)<»sl  lur 
six  years,  and  ha\iiiu'  iiri'l'i'drd  all  his  plans,  rcstoi-cd 
|iul»lic  (Tt'dil.  witiH'ssi'd  ihi'  if\i\;d  i>\'  Iradf  and  iudiisli-y. 
Ill'  r('siL:ni'(J  in  .laniiai'y.  IT'.'.'),  and  iclnnii'd  in  his  Irijal 
I'lacI  ici'.  I'm  In-  was  loo  much  (•!"  a  slali'snian  and  |iiil>licist 
t(!  lay  down  his  pen  and  ivlimiuisli  his  intcrt'st  in  [lulilic 
atVaiis.  Mr  ad\i»calt'd  iiiMiti-ality  in  ihc  i-'ivnch  Kcvolii- 
liiiiiai'y  siriiuulc.  and  supporlrd  Ja^'s  tn-aly  with  ,i:r<'al 
aliilily.  Ili' assisted  in  ilie  jHcparalion  df  W'asiii  ,\(i  ton's 
"  l"'are\vell  Ad<li('ss."'  In  171)7  he  dcdiii'-d  llic  jtositioii  oi" 
Chief  .hi-iicc  of  the  liiited  States.  In  !71)8,  in  conse- 
(pieiicc  of  iJif  hostile  action  of  l1ie  l-'ivnch  Directory,  tlie 
Aiiny  was  le-oriiani/ed,  AVashington  lal^iiiLC  tlie  cln'cf 
coniinaiul.  and  l[\>tiF.T(»x  second,  1n  command,  as  Majoi'- 
<»'enei-al  and  lii^pecior-Cieneral.  On  the  d<'atii  of  Wasii- 
iNOTox.  in  i)ecem1)er,  17i)0.  IJAAiii.Tct.x  succ<'eded  him  :is 
Conimander-in-Cliief.  hnt  the  Army  was  soon  disbanded. 

When  the  Ifouse  of  lieinvsentatives  were  calh'd  to  choose, 
ill  I'l'hnniry,  1801,  l)etween  ,Ti;ifi:i:so.v  and  r)ri;];.  the  two 
<'andi(hites  receiving:  the  liiii'hest  number  of  voles  for  tin* 
I'residency,  Hamii/iox  a<l\i-^ed  liis  friemls  to  vole  I'oi- 
.1  KFi-"i-:i:soN  ;  and  when,  in  K^<»4.  I'iim:  was  a  candi(hite  foi- 
<iovernor  of  New-Yoi'k.  11  \Mii.ro.\  o]ipos«'(l  liis  election,  as 
a  dan.u'erous  man.  nnlil  to  l>e  trusted  with  power.  Biin: 
was  defeated,  and  attrilmtinu'  his  defeat  to  Hamilton,  chal- 
IctiltimI  him  to  a  dml.  Hami  F.'iox  wis  o])])osed  to  dnellinii'. 
hilt  foi' once  in  his  lif."  he  made  the  mistake  of  acce])tin^ 
the  challenu-e.  and  on  .Inly  11,  1804,  met  his  adversary  at 
\Veehawken.  Avas  mortally  woundeds  and  died  the  fol- 
low inii-  day  in  this  ("ity.  Sim'e  the  fonndiiiir  of  the  He- 
l>uhlic  no  nmn  of  G:reater  pfts,  of  more  ardent  ]>atriotisni, 
<n- more  nntirinu-  industry,  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
its  councils. 
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JOHN     SHERMAN. 

Ix  tlie  political  and  financial  history  of  our  country  for 
the  hist  hundred  years  and  more,  there  have  been  many 
masters  of  finance,  Avho  would  liave  achieved  high  honors 
in  any  country,  and  who  have  rescued  our  nation  from 
seemingly  impending  ruin.  Among  these  heroes  of  finance 
we  may  name  Robekt  Mokpjs.  the  illustrious  banker  of  the 
Revolution  ;  Alexaxdek  Hamilton,  who  delivered  the 
nation  from  bankruptcy,  and  gave  it  a  credit  unsurpassed 
at  that  time  by  any  other  nation  ;  Albert  CtALLATIX,  who 
remained  in  office  for  twelve  eventful  years,  and  whose 
financial  ability  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  statesmanship. 
Coming  do^^Ti  to  a  later  period,  Salmon  P.  Chasi-:,  the 
projector  of  the  national  lianking  law,  who,  with  his 
able  lieutenants  in  the  Senate,  AViLLiA:\r  P.  Fessexdex  and 
Joiix  SiiERMAX',  provided  for  the  bankrupt  treasury  the 
means  of  conducting  a  great  war ;  William  P.  Fessexdex', 
Avhose  nine  months'  service  was  illustrious  for  its  reduction 
of  the  gold  premium  ;  Hugh  McCullocii,  whose  man- 
agement was  judicious  and  able,  looking  to  the  rapid 
reduction  of  the  national  debt ;  and,  after  a  little  further 
interval,  Jonx'  SiiEiniAX^,  whom  twentv  vears  of  financial 
experience  had  made  wise,  in  hn'ing  such  foundations  for 
the  nati()]i"s  wealth  and  prosperity  as  should  prove  per- 
manent ;  the  man  who  perfected  the  national  banking 
system,  funded,  at  low  rates'  of  interest,  the  remainder  of 
the  national  debt,  and  brought  about  resumption  of  specie 
papnents  without  shock  or  financial  disturbance.  Of  living" 
financiers  in  this  country  or  Europe,  he  is  easily  chief,  an(L 
the  glowing  eulogy  which  the  late  Hon.  William  E.  DodCtE,  * 
addressed  to  him  in  February,  1879,  as  the  bearer  of  a 
congratulatory  letter  to  him,  from  the  Chamber  of  Com4i 
merce,  did  not  exceed  his  merits :  '  *  You  will  henceforward 
be  known  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  second  great  e^^och  of  the  nation's  financial  historyjiL 
as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  national  bankiuii-  law,  as  the 
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rt'stoivi- of  ilic  |iiil)|ic  civdit.  mid    ilic  siic<Tssfii|    fund. -j- of 
till'  li:iti(ili:d  ddil." 

Willi  :\\\  liitiior,  llh'ii.  to  I  host'  rmmiciid  iniiiccs  w  lio  li;i<l 
|ii-t'ii'(|fd  Idiii.  \\f  iiiiisl  ui\  (•  st  ill  liiulit-r  piMisf  tti  1  lit- i-i'_;|it 
itiyid  Wdik  of  (Hir  iiitidfiii  moiiiiifli  id"  ruiiiiicf. 

.Ii>ii\  Siii;i;\i\N  \\;isl)oni  ill  L  i  iif;is|  i-r.  I'\'ii  ili' 'Id  ('ttiiiiiy, 
<)hi(>.  .M;iy  Kuli.  IS-.>;{,  hciii--  ijic  fiuldli  child  (A'  lloii. 
('ii\i:i.i<  \l.  Siii:i;man,  .liiduv  id'  llic  Siiinfiiif  Coiiil  nf 
Ohio,  iiiid  M  \i;v  illovi)  Siikkm ax.  llf  u.i^  of  fxri-lifiil 
li?i(':i.U'<',  his  iiiK'cstors  h;i\inu.'  Itci-ii  for  nioif  lli;iii  l  w  o 
liimdi'cd  :iiid  lifly  yi'iii's  in  ihf  idiinliy.  :iiid  Iwo  hiiiidrt'd 
in  Mii'-ihiiid.  of  I  liiii  iiil<'lliuviit,  iipi-iii-Jii,  (imt  I'l'MriiiH;  clnss, 
whii'ji  \\;\^  fiiriii->lii'(l  oil)-  ;il)|t'st  l:i\\y.'i-s.  jiidii'cs  ;iiid  ))r(>- 
rt'ssioMiil  iiHMi.  1Iim;i:k  Siikkman.  dih'  id"  llif  siiriicrs  of  the 
i>i'(d:n";iti<)ii  of  TiKh^iiciidriicc.  \\:is  fioin  iiiiolhi'i-  l»i';iiiidi  of 
the  siinii'  f:iinily.  Neinly  ;i  (h)Z<'n  Judges  of  iIh'  hiiilnr 
<'oiirts,  ;is  well  :is  iii;niy  ciinni'iit  ])i'of<'ssioii:il  iiifii.  hiivc 
hoiioriMl  the  Sin;i;MAN  imiiif  siiici'  1('.:M,  tlic  datfof  iht'  lirst 
^•'ttlciiii'iil  ill  this  coiiiitiy.  lion.  Ciiaim.ks  K.  S;ii:!;m a.\, 
t hf  fiitlierof  John,  w;is  ;i  man  of  iiwiik,  hotli  in  ( 'onnccticiit. 
ulit'i'e  lie  was  lioin  and  edncatcd,  and  in  Ohio,  to  wln(di 
Statt'  lie  ivmoved  in  ISIl,  and  where  he  difd.  1I«'  was 
nniiii-nt  as  a  l;'\vypi-,  and  was  a]i]»oint('d  l>y  I^ivsidcnt 
MoviroK,  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue.  ]^y  tlic  (li-fanltini; 
of  two  of  his  deputies  he  became  liiianrially  cnihai'rasscd. 
In  is-j:;  h.'  was  elected  l>v  the  Lemslatuiv  .lndi.'«'  cd'  the 
>^iiliicnie  Court  of  the  State,  l>ut  was  cut  olf  hy  a  sudih'ii 
illiit'ss,  in  18"2l>,  in  the  sixth  ycai'  of  his  term,  and  tln'  forty- 
lii'st  of  his  auc,  leaving'  tdevcii  (diildivn,  between  the  ages 
of  eiuhteen  years  and  six  weeks,  with  very  limited  means 
for  their  supixtrt.  Mrs.  Siikkiman  was,  howevei',  a  woman 
of  the  liin-hest  (diaracter,  and  of  exetdlent  capacity  for 
'Mivines."?.  Friends  and  relatives  p-athei-ed  about  her,  and 
offered  to  take  her  (dnldifii.  and  brinir  them  n]i  as  worthy 
descendants  of  the  beloved  Jndire.  Four  of  them  were  thus 
t:iken.  one  (afterward  General  W.  T.  Siiki:ma\)  by  Hon, 
TuoMAsEwi\(;,  and  J<»iin  by  his  kinsman,  Joiix  Shkk.max, 
a  inerrhant  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  where  it  was  expected 
h(»  would  be  educated  and  trained  for  business.     It  was 
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two  years  after  his  father's  death,  before  he  went  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  those  years  were  spent  under  his  mother's 
careful  training.  He  remained  in  Mount  Vernon  four 
years,  and  was  in  school  most  of  the  time,  where  he  made 
remarkable  proficiency  in  his  studies,  and  became  well 
grounded  in  Latin  and  mathematics.  From  there  lie  was 
taken  by  his  sister  to  Lancaster,  and  placed  under  the 
instruction  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Howe,  whose  school  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  in  the  Western  States.  Here  he  continued 
for  three  years,  and  was  prepared  to  enter  the  Sophomore 
vear  in  collece,  but  he  had  not  the  means  to  defray  his 
college  expenses.  He  engaged,  therefore,  as  Junior  rodman 
on  the  Muskingum  Lnprovement.  He  remained  for  two 
years  on  this  improvement,  gaining  in  health  and  strength 
and  knowledge  of  men,  and  sustaining  himself.  In  1839 
he  returned  to  Lancaster,  and  resumed  his  studies,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1840,  his  older  brother,  Charles  T.  Sherman, 
who  was  in  a  good  practice,  invited  him  to  Mansfield  to 
assist  him  in  his  office  Avliile  preparing  for  college.  Here 
he  found  an  uncle.  Judge  Parker,  an  eminent  scliol  ir  and 
jurist,  who  took  a  great  interest  in  him,  and  directed  his 
studies.  At  the  Judge's  advice,  he  devoted  the  whole  of 
the  next  four  years  to  law  studies  instead  of  entering 
college.  He  l^ecame  very  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
best  legal  works,  and  in  his  brother's  office  had  considerable 
practice.  When  he  was  twenty- one  years  of  age  he  was 
imusually  well  i)repared  for  admission  to  the  bar.  For 
a  full  year  before  this  time,  he  was  able  to  more  than 
pay  his  way,  and  on  his  graduation  Avas  at  once  admitted 
as  an  equal  x>artner  in  his  brother's  business.  He  remained 
in  partnership  with  his  brother  for  ten  years,  and  such  was 
his  success  that  he  became  the  trusted  counsellor  of  some 
of  the  large  railroad  lines,  and,  among  others,  of  the 
Pitts) )urg,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago,  of  which  he  was,  and 
still  is,  a  director.  During  all  this  time,  he  laid  up  more 
than  $1,000  a  year  from  his  earnings,  and  made  some  ven- 
tures in  land  and  manufactures,  which  have  turned  out 
well. 
Mr.    Sherman  was   married  in  1848  to  Miss  Cecilia 
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Sri.w  \i;r.  of  .\i;iii>!ir|(|.  wIk.  !i:is  jMov.d  lo  Im-  all  llwil  a 
^(K)(|  w  ifc  sluntld  Im".  and  li;is  rxcilcd  an  adinir:ili|»'  iiillin'iic*' 
on  his  ciiai acli-r. 

Ml.      Siiii;m\\      wis      tirsi      clfclnl      lo     llif     'I'ldllN    fonilh 

('nnurrss.  in  is.'il.  ami  I'xik  liis  stal  in  I  )i'C)  imImt.  I.'".":."i. 
lie  was  clfctcd  as  ,\  l-'icc  Soilci'.  oi*  o|i|ion(iii  t>\'  >la\iry 
fXlt'ii^icii.  I>y  till'  <'lciiirnls  wliidi  a  I'lfi  wni'ds  ci  \  .st;dli/.r<l 
iiili'  I  lie  KopiiliiicMn  ]>:iri  \ . 

lie  sn|i|M.iicd  N\riiA\ii;i.  1'.  I'wks  \'i>y  S]i('ak»'r.  who 
was  iinallx  flcch"!  -in  a  ]»liii;ilily  xolc,  afli-r  i:i:{  li;illni 
iii::s.  Mr.  Siiikm  \  \  was  |iI;ic(m1  on  ihc  ('oniniillif  <in 
roiciu'ii  AlViiivs,  l)ii',  :is  a  new  nicnibci'.  was  jiol  cnlriistrd 
willi  llic  h'lid  oil  :iiiy  \v\\  iMi]MirianI  Idpics.  lie  niad«' ;i 
vigorous  ()i)])<)sili()ii  to  the  lijll  foi-  ad  jiisi  iiii:  i  In-  French 
>^poliatlon  Claims,  and  s('<'uivd  iis  dfrcat  :  look  jiaii.  on 
thr  lu']nil)li<'ai;  side,  in  ihc  Kansas  (h'lialc  and  niadr  a 
powcirul  and  I'carh^ss  re]torl  on  t he  ontra.ircs  on  ilio  hailoi 
and  I  III'  innrdei's,  coiiniiitted  there,  lie  was  ic-rlrcicd  lo  Hk- 
Thirly  lil'l'i.  'riiirty-sixth  and  'IMiirty-seveiilh  Coii.iii-esses. 
and  soon  took  a  liiii'li  jiosition  as  an  able,  cleai -licadcd  and 
I'carlfss  (h'l):itei\  \\\\C\  a  leuislator  ol'  ^I'eal  skill  in  all  linan- 
cial  (jiu'stioiis,  who  could  not  1)»'  swerved,  l»y  any  inllueiice, 
from  any  ])osition  wiii(di  1iel)eli<'\ed  lo  he  riuht.  i  h-  sliowed 
vt-ry  soon  liis  thorough  mastery  of  the  (]iiestions(d"  linaiice. 
and  he  hrcanii' a  terror  to  the  <'oi'i'U|iiionists.  iImh  in  power 
in  llie  departments.  lie  was  in  lln-  niinoiity.  hui  his  aMe 
reports  showed  the  peoph^  and  Conp-ess  what  an  raitJKjuake 
tlniv  wonld  l)e,  wjien  tlie  KeiuiMicans  canu'  into  jiower. 
In  ihe  Thirty-sixth  ( "on<i-ress  lie  was  a  proinini-nt  candidate 
Tor  Speaker.  lia\  ini:-  a  ]«lurality  of  votes,  and  steadily  .aain- 
inu- till  the  thirty-ninth  ball(»t.  when  he  withdrew,  and  five 
dn}s  later,  on  the  forty-fourth  ballot.  .Mr.  Pi.\MN(.r"N.  of 
New  ,lcix..\ .  a  Ke]iublican.  was  el(M-ted.  Mr.  1'i:.n  .m.no  r<>.v 
made  Mr.  Sii  i:i;.m.\.\  Chairinaiiof  the  Coniinitteeof  Wuysand 
Means.  It  was  a  tryinir  position,  in  tlie  last  half  of  Presi- 
dent i'rcii.\NA\"s  administration,  and  itMpiired  thoron.!,di 
knowledii-e  of  linance.  and  a  fearless,  but  not  a  (luarrelsome. 
s])irit.  The  credit  of  the  United  t^tates  wa.s  very  low;  the 
national  del>t  was  sCi. 000,000  ;  on  this  the  Government  was 
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compelled  to  pay  12  per  cent,  interest,  and  a  loan  of  twenty 
millions,  offered  at  88,  could  not  find  purchasers.  A  civil 
war,  or  a  disruption  of  the  Government  was  believed  by 
many  to  be  i)ending.  Mr.  Sherman  began  by  retrenching 
expenses  in  all  directions,  breaking  up,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  frauds  which,  in  the  Navy  and  other  dej^artments,  were 
drawing  the  life  blood  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Siierma:^  did 
what  he  could  to  helj)  tlie  national  credit,  ])ut  the  President 
(BuciiAi^f  Aisr)  had  become  verv  much  offended  by  the  i-nves- 
tigations  into  frauds  in  the  Navy  Dejiartment,  and  thwarted, 
by  every  means  in  his  X)Ower,  the  measures  he  i^roposed. 
Mr.  SiiERMAisr  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh  Con- 
gress ;  but  l)efore  he  could  take  his  seat,  was  elected  Senator 
in  place  of  Salmox  P.  Chase,  appointed  by  President 
Lincoln,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Here  was  a  field  for  his  abilities  altogether  new.  The 
war  had  come,  and  there  was  great  need  of  money,  in  large 
sums,  while  the  Treasury  was  entirely  bankrupt ;  not  even 
the  812,000,000  left  of  the  $20,000,000  loan,  offered  in  Mr. 
Buchanan's  administration,  could  be  placed  at  any  reason- 
able rate.  Trade  was  at  a  standstill,  and  no  revenues 
coming  in,  yet  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  were 
needed  at  once.  Mr.  Chase  was  a  financier  of  extraordi- 
nary ability,  but  he  felt  relieved  to  find  in  the  Senate,  some 
strong  counsellors  on  wliom  he  could  lean.  Foremost 
among  these  were  Senators  Sherman  and  Fessenden,  both 
subsequently  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Sherman, 
thoroughly  trained  by  his  Congressional  experience  and 
his  previous  studies  in  financial  matters,  was  ready  to  j)ro- 
i:)Ose  and  carry  through  great  and  bold,  but  judicious 
action.  Shermax  and  Fessenden  were  in  perfect  har- 
mony ;  the  latter  was  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
at  this  time,  but  Sherman  was  his  promi)t  and  able  lieu- 
tenant. A  bill  authorizing  ''the  issue  of  United  States 
notes,  and  for  the  redemption  and  funding  thereof,  and 
for  funding  the  fioating  debt  of  the  United  States,"  was 
brought  forward,  ably  advocated  by  Mr.  Sjierman,  and 
passed.  A  bill  for  issuing  National  Bonds  and  Treasury 
Notes  followed  ;  then  a  bill  for  creating  National  Banks, 


r>ir»<';r. Ai'iiK  m.  >k  i.k  ui.<.  81 

1>;is(m1  (»;i  I'liiti'l  StMtcs  nmuU,  iiii'l  rniiiisliini:- :il|  ihi-cur- 
i-i'iiry  for  t  111' coiiiil  ry  ;  :iiul  ;i  iiiil  I'or  t;i\iim- :ill  li:iiik  Mils, 
I  lie  issiK's  of  Siiiio  l)an!\s,  till  llicy  \'.  ri'(M;ix<'(l  (uii  ofcxist- 
t'lici'.  Tliesy  i^roat  inensiii'cs,  jii-opos'/d  ami  iHTrt'ctcd  Ity  a 
siiii::I('  Coiiiri'css,  were  a  siillicit'iit  task  for  iIm'  ]Mt\vt'r.s  of 
any  lliit'c  i!i('ii  :  Init  llicv  were  coiiijtU'liHl.  and  t  ln-LrJirantic 
iiKirliiii.'ry  (if  a  ij;n'at  war  kcjit  in  motion  I>y  lli'  ni. 

Ii  i-^  noi  nt-cessary  liial  wcslionid    make  any  coniitni'ison 
Iiriwi-i'ii  ilic  tlii'ei"   linancial  uiants  hy  \\!ir)ni   this  woik  was 
arconiplislicd  ;  no  al>Iei' liiianciers  lia\ c  appeai't'd  in  modern 
linii's,  or  a('hie\(M!  a   u:reater  measnic  of  success;  hut  each 
woil.cd   ill   his  own   li<'Id.  tliouuh    in  jM-rfect  hannoiiy  with 
the  others.    As  the  war  went  on.  and  1  he  ex])enses  inci'<'ased 
from   S2.()()(),(>(>i»  t(»  sS.OO().(i(K»  a   day.  and   yet   no  atteinjit 
was   made   to  place   these   i_-iu-antic  loans    abroad.   Imt   oni' 
owii])eo])le  absoilted    then:   ia]»idly.   other  nations  looked 
oil  witli  amazement,  and  aslve(k  where  all    'his  would   end. 
Two   years   later   our    national    (hd)t    had    iea(lied    about 
s;i, ()()().()()(),()( to  ;    o()ld    liad    toiudied    'JS.")  ;    ]\Ir.   Cii  a>i:   had 
resiM-ii,.,l_    and   accepted    a     S(^at    on     tlie    Sui>ifme    ('oiiit 
r.eiich    as  (Miief   .Justice,  and   Mr.    1''i:sskm)i:n   had    taken 
his  ])lace  ;    Mr.   Siii:n.M.\N   was   Cliairman  of  the    I-'inance 
('onunittee,   and   indis])Utal)ly   tlie   ablest    linancier   under 
the    (Toveinment.      The    jtrobleins    to    he  solved  were  the 
fiindiiiiz-  of   our    lionds    at    lower    rates    of    interest,    the 
payiiiLi'    oil"   of    til"    <lelit.    or    at   least   rediicin.ir    it    more 
rapidly  than  any  nation    had    ever  done;  the  enforcing-  of 
ail  income  tax  and  intei-nal  revenue  duties,  and,  tlioULrh  yet 
ill  the  somewhat  dim  distance — :i  matter  to  he  considered 
and  pre])ared  for — the  resum])tion  of  s]>ecie  ])ayinent  within 
a  reasonable  peno(T     To  tliese  tasks  the  Secretai'ies  of  the 
Treasury.    Vr.ssi;M)i:N   and  M(  ("ti.i.oi  ii.    addivssed  them- 
selves, but  withont  the  aid  of  Mr.  Siii;nMAX  in  the  Senate 
they  would  have  been  powerless.     It  was  thouirht  a  master 
stroke  when  the  l.'M)  notes  were  paid  ofT  from  the  proceeds 
of  Five-Twenty  six  per  cent,  bonds  at  par  :  bnt  the  (dinn.iring 
of  the  latter  into  Five  per  rents  (the  Ten-forties,)  4^  ]»er 
cents.  4  ])  n-  cents  and  8  per  cents,  caused  great  astonish- 
ment abroad,  while  the  steadvrednction  of  the  debt  from  its 
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maximum  of  82, 756, 431, 371  ascertained  debt  (and  over 
$500,000,000  of  unfunded  debt,) to  61,700,000,000  before  the 
resumption,  and  to  $1,150,000,000  since,  liave  sur^Dassed  any- 
tliino-  the  Avoiid  has  ever  seen.  When,  after  sixteen  years 
of  service  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Siiermai^  took  his  place  as 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  March,  1877,  the  measures  look- 
ing to  resumption,  whicli  he  liad  carried  tlirough  Congress 
for  fifteen  years,  were  all  working  perfectly,  and  the  way  was, 
in  most  resj)ects,  prepared.  The  paying  oif  of  the  debt  and 
the  reduction  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  had  reduced 
the  x)rice  of  gold  to  103,  and  now  it  remained  that  there 
must  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  gold  coin  and  fractional 
silver  coin  in  the  Treasury,  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it 
under  the  Resumption  Act,  passed  in  1875,  which  provided 
for  actual  resumption  January  1,  1879.  This  Act  had  been 
drawn  and  i)assed  under  Mr.  Sherman's  own  eye.  It  was 
necessary,  or  at  least  desiral)le,  that  no  bonds  should  be 
issued  to  purchase  si^ecie,  and  that  no  purchases  of  specie 
should  he  made  from  foreign  countries  to  facilitate  resump- 
tion. Mr.  SiiERMAX  managed  the  whole  business  admirably. 
It  was  one  of  his  maxims,  that  "the  quickest  way  to  bring- 
about  resumption  was  to  resume,"  and  that  there  would  not 
be  required  a  very  large  amount  of  specie  for  this  purpose, 
inasmuch  as  most  persons  would  prefer  paper  to  gold,  as 
more  portable,  if  they  were  convinced  that  the  paper  could 
be  converted  into  gold,  anvAvhere  and  at  any  time,  without 
loss.  Confidence  was  a  much  larger  element  in  resumption 
than  coin.  Still,  it  was  desirable  to  have  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  specie  in  the  Treasury  as  to  i:>revent  all  possi- 
bility of  any  panic.  He  had  accumulated  in  this  way  by 
the  close  of  1878  a  coin  reserve  to  the  amount  of  8138.000,000. 
The  precautions  were  more  than  sufficient.  Very  little  coin 
was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  even  that  little  was 
speedily  returned  and  deposited  in  the  Treasury,  so  that 
in  January,  1880,  there  was  8135,436,474  of  gold  coin  in  the 
Treasury,  only  about  82,564,000  less  than  before  resump- 
tion, while  the  silver  coin  had  increased  from  $1,697,338  to 
$28,147,351  in  July,  1879.  But  this  great  work  of  resump- 
tion, the  greatest  ever  attempted  by  mortal  man,  was  not 
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ac('()iii|)lisli('(l  uilhoiil  ^rt'Ml  laln.r.  niiiili  vii.I.nt  (»|t|i()sititiii, 
detract  inn  and  al)US(',  siidi  ;is  few  m*  n  cmuM  1i:i\  ••  w  it  IisIcmkI. 
Xow,  c'Vt'rybod}' i'"'j<>i'i->  at  it.  And  it  is  w  oit  liy  (d  ii-niai-k, 
that  (hii'iin;-  all  t  his  st  niuiilc.  Mi.  Siiikman  was  wdrkiiiir 
steadily  III  iiMJurc  (axaliuii.  Iiy  tli--  it'iiral  <•!'  tin-  inlrnial 
I'evenut'  taxes,  cxcrpt  (tn  li(in()is  and  toliarco.  and  I'y  sn«-li 
nn)dili('ati(»ns  of  t  In-  larilV  as  wcif  jKissilili-.  No  man  ever 
dt'st'i-\('d  nidi  I-  Inlly  than  ^F^.  Sii1':i;.m  a  n  tin-  honors  ronfcrred 
on  hini  liy  tln'  ( "liamlx'i- of  ('oniniricc  in  l>7ii.  in  L:i\  iiiLT  to 
hi-;  Ivaniirnl  rnlldcnul  h  poilrail;  i^\'  lilV  si/,c,  tin-  place  of 
honor  in  thi'ir  (■oUcctiou  of  eniiiicnt  statesmen  and  mer- 
chants. 

In  Mai-cli,  ISSI.  ;^^l■.  Siii:i:m  AX  retired  fi'om  lln- Treasury, 
having  been  ])revi()iisly  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
in  wliicli  lu'  took  Ins  seat.  Upon  the  death  of  A'ice-Presi- 
drnl  IIkndkk  i;s,  in  188,"),  Mr.  Siikkman  was  eh'cted  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  wliicli  position  lie  resigned  in 
March,  1887.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  Jaimary. 
ISSC),  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1887,  and  (Miding 
Marcii  4.  I8l»;),  and  is  now  in  vigorons  liealth  and  strength 
a  nieinl)er  of  that  body. 


DE    WITT   CLINTON. 

It  is  over  sixty  years  since  JL>e  Wrrr  Cliniox,  the  most 
distinguished  scion  of  the  Clinton  fannly.  passed  away; 
and  while  New-York  has  lost  and  still  retains  many 
statesmen  and  scholars,  whose  names  will  be  illustrious 
while  the  world  stands,  on  no  one  of  tliem  have  more 
honors  been  bestowed,  ami  not  one  of  her  sons  has  better 
deserved  them  than  I)i  \Vi  i  i  Clinton.  Yet  Mr.  Clintoy 
was  not,  at  anj'  tinn;^  in  his  career,  a  popular  man.  He  had 
no  i)ersonal  magnetism  ;  he  had  the  reputation  of  being 
prouil,  cold  and  vindictive,  and  even  his  kindliest  deeds  were 
thought  to  be  accompanied  Avith  a  reserve  and  reluctance 
whicli  robbed  them  of  half  their  virtue.  In  the  lapse  of 
years,  since  his  death,  we  have  learned  that  many  of  these 
charges  were  made  from  partisan  rancor  :  that  a  part  of  the 
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allpf^ations  were  the  result  of  a  jjersonal  diffidence  and 
reticence  wliicli  he  had  tried  in  vain  to  overcome ;  and 
that  while  he  had  cause  for  pride  in  his  lineage,  and  in  his 
own  attainments,  he  was,  beneath  the  outer  shell  of  his 
reserve,  a  man  of  very  kind  heart  and  genial  disposition. 
But  he  owed  his  success  in  public  life — a  success  which. 
i:»erliaps,  no  other  man  in  this  country  has  surpassed — to  his 
extraordinary  merits,  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  his  lineage. 
The  Clintoks  were  a  distinguished  family.  The  family 
name  was  that  of  the  Earls  of  Lincoln,  in  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries ;  and  the  first  Governor  Geoege 
Clinton,  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Colony  of  ]N'ew-York 
from  1748  to  1753,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Feancis,  sixth 
Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  his  son.  Sir  Heney  Clinton,  was  the 
British  general  Avho  commanded  the  English  army  here, 
during  a  j)art  of  the  Revohitionary  war.  It  was  another 
branch  of  the  Clinton  family,  though  still  connected,  at 
an  earlier  date,  with  the  Lords  of  Lincoln,  from  which 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  descended.  AVilliam  Clinton,  a 
royalist  of  note  in  the  civil  war  in  England,  was  an  officer 
in  the  army  of  Charles  I.,  and  after  the  death  of  that 
monarch,  for  a  long  time  an  exile  on  the  continent.  He 
subsequently  went  to  Scotland,  where  he  married,  and  later 
removed  to  Ireland,  where  he  died,  leaving  one  son,  James 
Clixton,  who  spent  some  time  in  England,  but  returned  to 
Ireland,  after  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  a  cai:)tain 
in  Cromwell's  army.  The  son  of  James,  Ciiaeles 
Clinton,  the  grandfather  of  Be  Witt  Clinton,  was  a  man 
of  inlluence,  property  and  character,  in  County  Longford, 
Ireland,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  determined  to 
emigrate  to  America,  and  establish  a  colony  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors  in  some  of  the  newer  sections  of  the 
Province  of  ^N'ew-York.  This  was  in  1729.  There  were 
ninety-four  persons  in  his  colony,  for  whom  he  paid 
passage  money.  They  fell  into  l)ad  hands.  The  captain 
of  the  vessel  robbed  them  of  all  their  goods  which  he 
could  seize,  and,  though  New- York  was  the  destination 
contracted  for,  landed  them  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts, 
and  left  them  there.     In  1731,  Mr.  Clinton  removed  to 
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Liltlf  llril:i".ii,  ii^w  wiiliin   llic  Im.iukIs  (.1'  ()r;iiii:-.-  Coiiiily. 

This  \v;is  ilirii  (III  llir  IVoiilicr  ol"  cis  ili/alioii.     Tin*  liili:il>l- 

tiiiits  (.r   Litllt'  IWitMiii  \\<'iv  obliged  Im  I'Miiifv   ( hrir  Ikmiscs 

nuainst    the  inids  of  \\\<'  savM^cs.      Mr.   ('i.i\r<»N   loolv  an 

jicli\«'  part  ill  tilt'  siil>^<'(|ii('iil   Indian   and   l-'i<'nrli  w.ii'.      In 

17r)S  Ik-  was  culom'!   of  a    rruinicnl    of   ]pi(i\  ini'ial  liii<i]is  in 

the  \  allc\   (if  I  In-  Moliau  k,  and  soon  a  I'h'i'  j(tin<'il  I  he  main 

aiiny    un(h'r    (ifiicial    r)i;Ai)>  ii;i;i;i .    and    assisted    in    ih»j 

(•a])lni<'  (d"  l-'ml    I'^roidcnar.      Ih-  dird  at   Ids  r('si(h-n<-t',  in 

177",  in  th.'  ('i,<;ht  y-t  hird  year  of  his  age,  h'a\  ing  four  sons: 

A  i.i:\.\;s  iM;i;  and  Ciiaim.ks,  both  enunent   as  physicians  and 

surgeons;  .1  \  m  i:s,  llie  father  ol*   I)i:  Wnr,  :i  general  in  the 

Ju'volutii'uary  war.  and  (i  i:oi:t;i:,  a  sohlier  luid  statesman, 

also  a  general,  thelirst  (lovernur  df  the  State  of  New- York, 

and  who  continued  in  that  ollice  for  twenty-one  years,  and 

was  subs(>(]uently  \'ice-President  of  the  Tnited  States  from 

I  Si  I  I  I.,  isi-i. 

.1  \Mi;s  Cmxton  was  an  ensign  in  the  Provincial  Army 
in  i::)7,  at  the  age  of  21  years,  lieutenant  in  1  758,  captain  in 
17:)'.),  took  jiart  witli  his  father  and  brother  in  the  capture 
of  i-'oit  l-'iontenac,  in  liie  same  year,  and  continued  in  ser- 
vice till    the  close  of  the   French  war  in  170:}.     lb;  then 
returned    to  his  farm  in  Little  Britain,  wher.' he  married 
MIssMaky  Di;  Witt,  by  whom  he  had  Tour  sons,  Aliox- 
ANDKK,   Chaklks,    Dk   Witt   and  Geougk,   all  of  whom 
were  bred  to  the  law.  and  all  bnl   one  obtained  high  posi- 
tions.    The  father  entered  with  great  zeal  into  th«'  war  of 
the   Revolution,    as  did    his   brother  GKoum-:.     In    177.'>, 
.Iamks  Clinton    became  Colonel  of   the  Third  Regiment 
of  New- York  troops,   and   in    1770   was  i)r()moted  to   the 
rank  of  Brigadier-General.      In   1777  and  177S,  he  was  sta- 
tioned on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and,  in  the  latter  year, 
threw  the  gigantic  chain  across  the  Hudson,  to  prevent  the 
British  squadron  from  ascending  the  river.     In  1770,  (xen. 
Clixton,  with  his  detachment  of  2,()(K)  men,  joined  (ten. 
Sn.T.iVAX    in  traversing   the  Indian  country  in  Western 
New- York,  andeffectually  broke  up  the  Indian  raids  <»n  the 
white  settlements,     lie  was  called  by  Gen.  W.\sinN<;ToN, 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Northern  army,  after  Ahnolu'3 
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trenson  in  1780,  ca  difRciilt  and  important  command,  in 
which  he  acquitted  himself  with  honor.  He  retained  his 
connection  with  the  army  till  the  peace, was  present  at  the 
evacuation  of  New- York  in  1783,  and  then  retired  to  his 
farm  at  Little  Britain.  After  the  w\ar,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Convention  to  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  a  State  Senator,  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  the  State,  and  held  other  important  offices. 
He  died  in  1812.  His  eldest  son  was  private  Secretary  to 
his  uncle.  Governor  Geoege  Clinton  ;  the  second  son  w\ns 
a  lawyer  in  Orange,  and  the  third,  He  AVitt,  Avas  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch. 

De  Witt  Clinton  was  born  at  Little  Britain,  March  2, 
1769.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  Grammar 
School  of  his  native  town,  and  he  fitted  for  College  at  Kings- 
ton, wdiere  was  then  the  best  Academy  in  the  State.  He 
entered  the  Junior  Class  in  Columbia  (previously  King' s)  Col- 
lege, in  the  spring  of  1784,  the  first  student  under  the  new 
title,  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1786,  and  com- 
menced the  study  of  law^  with  Samuel  Jones,  then  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  in  New^-York.  The  Convention  which  met  at 
Poughkeepsie,  June  17,  1788,  to  decide  whether  New- York 
wTjuld  accej^t  and  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  just  been  promulgated,  was,  perhaps,  the 
most  important  Convention  ever  held  in  the  State.  If  New- 
York  refused  to  accept  it,  the  Constitution  could  hardly 
be  adopted,  and  chaos  would  come  again ;  yet  there  were 
features  in  it  wdiicli  the  New- York  Rex>ublicans  did  not 
approve.  Prominent  among  its  members  w^ere  :  Governor 
George  Clinton,  its  President,  and  Gen.  James  Clinton, 
the  father  of  De  Witt,  both  strongly  opposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  men  of  great  influence  and  power.  Be 
AA^iTT  was  also  present,  though  not  a  member ;  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age,  and  a  law  student.  Alexander 
Hamilton  and  Joinx  Jay,  R.  R.  Livingston  and  James 
DuANE,  all  among  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  were 
its  able  defenders.  The  battle  was  long  and  fierce,  the 
debates  lasting  for  six  wrecks,  and  each  party  brought  to 
them  all  the  ability,  eloquence  and  learning  they  possessed  ; 
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ill  t  li<»  (Mid.  II  \  M  1 1. 1  o\  ;iii(l  Ills  flic  litis  st'ciirtMl  tilt'  :i(l(t)tti<iii 
;iiii|  1  ;il  iliciit  ioii  (if  iIk'  Cuiisi  i  in !  i(  mi.  which  IdoU  phif-  .liiK 
t?(),  I7SS.  Till'  Cm  n  ions  \()|(m|  nLraiiist  it  stcndilN .  ImiI  w  Inii 
it  \\;is  :i([()j)|i'(l  t  Im'V  cciistd  I  heir  npposilidM,  ;mil  sii|)|)(ii  1im| 
it  rlLilil  hiyajly.  To  |)i.  Will'  ("i.iNn»N  this  ('(»m\«'Ii- 
timi  was  ;iii  cNciit  dl"  mc.ii  iiiipDrtniici'.  II"  w:il('ln'<l  all  lis 
<|i'l>;ili's  wilh  tlu!  liTeatest  iiil'Ti'st.  ;iip1  r«'|)(Uii'i|  llfiii  in 
lilt'  coliiiiiiis  of  a  X('^v-^'(l^k  juiiriKiI.  ;inil  wIk'Ii  IIh'  ('dii- 
stitiitioii  was  iidopicd.  u;i\('  ii  his  iiiKiiiiililicd  -^iipiiMii. 

( )n  liitMh'iiili  of  his  In-other  A  !,i;.\.\  mii;k  in  ITS'.).  In-  w:is 
:i|»l»oinli'(|  his  siicccssoi',  ;is  Privntc  Sccrclniy  (•!'  (loxcriior 
(i  i:()i:(;i;  ( 'i.i  nihn,  Avhich  post  lie  tilled  till  ( Governor  Ci.l N - 
Ton's  ret  ileliiellt.  in    I7'.l.'>,    ad\oc;itillu-    the     l{epl|lilic;in    <loc- 

triiics,  ;ini|  his  mude's  ndiiiinistrat  ion,  vi^'oronsl  y,  in  iIih 
New- York  ]  I  re  vs.  In  I  Ti'T.  he  w;is  elected  to  the  New  -  ^'ol•k 
A^^einl'ly.  ;in<l  in  1  7'.)S,  to  tli(>  State  Senate,  and  was  \-ei-y 
;icti\('  as  a  le.ider  in  hot  h  liodies.  1  fe  was  a  inemhei-  of  t  he 
('oiincil  of  A  ]»poiiitnient,  and,  dilVeiini::  froiii  the  i  io\<Tn<»i' 
on  the  (Hiestion  whether  the  sole  ])ow('i'  of  nomination  was 
\  e^ted  in  t  he  ( .'ovenior.  (tr  wliellier  it  inliered  in  all  the  niein- 
jieis  of  till'  ( 'oiincil,  a  convent  ion  was  failed,  and  ( 'i.i  n  ion's 
construction  was  achtpted.  lie  aftei'uards  (h)iil)ted  the 
wisdom  of  tliat  decision,  and,  in  18"ii?,  it  was  rever.sed. 

In  1S():2,  Di;  W'l  i  r  Ci.inion,  tlieii  only  ihirty-tlirei'  yesirs 
of  au-e,  was  eh>cte<L  liiited  States  Senator,  ami  in  that  body 
delivered  several  speecdies,  which  sliowcd  a  profonnd  know- 
ledv.e  of  international  law,  and  vast  reseaiidi.  'Jdie  s])ee(di 
de!i\eivd  on  the;  M ississii)i)i  ([uestion,  on  a  resolution 
lo  take  ]tossession  of  >«'ew -Orleans,  because  the  S}»anisli 
intendani*'  liad  ]trohibited  the  free  navitrafion  of  the  Mis- 
sissi])])i,  was  so  masterly  an  ai'irnment,  that  it  (dicited  the 
hiuhest  commendation  from  the  ablest  jurists  inWashinirton, 
and  defeated  the  re.solution.  In  the  sniiimer  of  1S(I3,  Mr. 
Clintox  was  elected  Mayor  of  New-York  (Mty,  resi.irning 
his  seat  in  the  Senate  to  take  the  i)osition.  lie  was  Mayor, 
by  re-eh'Ction,  from  ISo:?  to  1So7,  from  ISO'.)  to  lS|o,  and 
from  isil  to  1S14:  and  thoni^h  able  men  have  sat  in  the 
Mayor's  chair,  it  is  not  too  mncli  to  say  that,  in  c.Treful 
re.uard  foi-  all  the  interests  of  the  Citv.  in  wise  nna.siu'es  for 
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its  development,  in  pushing  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible 
the  action  for  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  to  bring 
the  products  of  other  States  and  sections  to  its  markets, 
and  in  the  promotion  of  its  educational,  benevolent  and  re- 
ligious interests,  the  City  has  never  had  a  Mayor  who 
approached  him  in  excellence.  AVith  the  same  official 
powers,  and  an  equally  long  temi  of  office,  one  or  two  of 
his  successors  might  have  come  nearer  to  him  than  they 
liave  done — but  these  factors  Avere  wantinsj-.  During  six 
years  of  this  time,  Mayor  Clixtoix  was  also  a  State  Senator, 
and  during  that  time,  proposed  and  advocated  laws  covering 
almost  the  w'hole  scope  of  State  and  City  legislation.  In 
the  summer  of  1810  he,  with  his  associates,  the  hrst  Canal 
Commissioners,  examined  the  Mohawk  Valley,  and  the 
route  now  occupied  by  the  Erie  and  Oswego  Canals,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  construct- 
ing a  canal  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Lakes.  The  journal 
which  he  kept  during  that  journey,  is  still  in  juint,  and 
is  full  of  interest,  for  its  exposition  of  the  condition  of 
those  sections  of  the  State,  nearly  eighty  years  ago.  In 
1811  Ml'.  Clixtox  was  elected  Lieutenant-CTOvernor  of  iN^ew- 
York,  and  in  1812,  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency,  in 
C'pposition  to  James  Madisox.  The  contest  was  very  bitter. 
Mr.  Clintox  was  unsuccessful,  receiving  89  electoral  votes, 
while  Mr.  Madisox^  had  128. 

For  some  years  after  this  defeat,  he  withdrew  himself 
^•ery  much  from  political  affairs,  and  entered  with  greater 
Zealand  zest  into  literary  pursuits,  Avhile  he  continued  his 
advocacy  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  other  internal  improvements 
for  the  benefit  of  commerce.  He  Avas,  from  1811  to  1814, 
again  Mayor  of  New- York,  and  wide  aw-ake  to  its  interests. 
In  1815  his  enemies  defeated  him  as  Mayor  and  Canal  Com- 
missioner. His  address  before  the  New- York  Historical 
Society,  in  December,  1811,  on  the  Iroquois,  or  Six  Nations 
of  Indians,  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
learned  of  his  orations.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  and 
most  efficient  friends  of  the  New-York  Historical  Societv, 
which  he  aided  largely,  both  personally  and  officially.  Soon 
after  the  termination  of  the  war  of  1812-14,  Mr.  Clixton 
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n,ii,':iiii  Ix'U'm  lo  iiruc  ii|)(in  tlio  ]mm»|iIi'  mihI  tln'  l.cjii.slaluiv,  the 
liccrssit  y  of  the  const  Illdioll  of  I  In-  (  ';ili;ils.  A  larLTC  lucctill^ 
of  iiillih'titiiil  ciliznis  \v:i>^  lifld  in  Ni-w  York  iti  ISH'.,  :in<l  :i 
mcinoiiiil  of  lii'cMl  al»ilil\,  diawn  n|t  l»y  Mr.  (iinton,  was 
sniiniittcd,  adopted  ami  iircscntcd  to  tlx'  Lt-Ldslature. 
( )u  ilx'  i:)lli  day  of  Apiil,  ls|  7,  a  l-ill  conitnil  tin--  tli.'  Slate 
to  I  he  consi  itictioii  of  tin-  ( 'anals  was  passed,  and  .Inlyl, 
1SI7.  tlie  wdik  was  coinnieiu'ed. 

In  (lie  fall  of  1SI7  Mr.  ('i.iNidX  was  <'l.'c|.'(l  (Jovcrnor  of 
^'ew  -  Vdik,  alnn  i>l  nnaniMn)ns]y.  In  i.s-Jo  lie  was  re-«dect«'(|, 
and  duiinu-  bolli  tei-nis,  nsidi;  IVoni  Ids  otlnr  duties,  (Ik* 
]»i-os('cnfion  of  the  Canals  to  tlieir  ('oin|i|ciiiin  wa-^  |iress«'d 
Avitli  A'iu-oi"  and  success. 

In  l^'J-J,  a  Convention  was  held  to  frame  a  new  Constitu- 
tion :  the  teim  of  the  (iovernoi-'s  service  was  made  two 
yeai's.  (it  ]iad  ])i'eviously  been  three,  a.s  it  i.s  now,)  and  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year,  .Io>i;i'n  C.  Y.\i  is  was  rh'Cted 
C'ovei'iior  foi' I  he  followi/iu"  two  yeais.  In  the  autumn  of 
IS-i-l,  Mr.  Ci.iNrox  was  n<i:ain  elected,  and  h-ld  ili<'  ollici? 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  of  l-'ehruary, 
]8l^".  In  October,  iS'i.i.  the  work  (Ui  the  Canals  was  com- 
pleted, and  (Governor  Ci.in'I'on  jtassed  in  triumph  from 
Lake  Ki-ie  to  the  lludson,  greeted  all  aloui^  the  I'oute  with 
the  f^reatest  ex})ressi()ns  of  joy,  at  the  new  inijtulse  thus 
ixiven  to  t!ie  State  and  national  commerce.  His  message 
of.Ianuaiy  I,  K^2S.  breathed  a  sjjirit  of  the  highest  ])atriot- 
ism.  and  closed  with  this  eloquent  and  imiiressive  perora- 
tion :  "We  ar<^  iidiabitants  of  the  same  land.  childrtMi  of 
the  same  count  iv,  lieiis  of  the  same  inheritance.  connecte<l 
by  identity  of  interest,  sindlarity  of  language  and  community 
of  descent,  by  the  symi>athies  of  religion,  and  by  all  the 
ligaments  which  now  l)ind  man  to  man  in  the  closest  bonds 
of  fi-iendslnj)  and  alliance.  Let  us,  then,  enter  on  the  dis- 
ehai'ge  of  our  exalted  and  solemn  duties  bv  a  course  of 
conduct  worthy  of  ourselves  and  our  country  ;  which  will 
deserve  the  aj^jdause  of  our  constitiu-nts,  insure  the  a]>pro- 
bation  of  our  own  consciences,  and  call  dow  u  tlie  benedict  io)i 
of  the  Supreme  Kuler  of  the  rniverse."  His  d.-atli,  six 
weeks  later,  was  very  sudden,  and  called  forth  the  wannest 
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expressions  of  admiration  and  sympathy,  from  all  parts  of 
the  State  and  the  United  States. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  testified  its  respect  for  his 
memory  in  a  series  of  resolutions,  adopted  at  a  special 
meeting,  held  on  the  ISth  of  February,  one  of  which  we 
here  quote,  as  comprehending,  in  a  brief  summary,  the  out- 
line of  an  illustrious  life  : 

"  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of  science  and  literature, 
and  to  the  benevolent  institutions  whicli  distinguished  the 
present  day — his  successful  efforts  to  x>romote  schools 
among  the  great  body  of  our  citizens,  Avhereby  nearly  hall! 
a  million  of  our  youth  receive  the  benefit  of  education — 
his  genius  in  projecting,  and  his  untiring  zeal  and  energy 
in  carrying  into  effect,  the  great  scheme  of  internal  navi- 
gation, which  has  already  united  the  Hudson  with  the 
inland  seas  of  the  North,  and  will  soon  lead  to  a  similar 
union  with  the  immense  waters  of  the  West,  and  lay  open 
to  the  commerce  of  this  City  fertile  countries,  whose  shores 
are  not  inferior  in  extent  to  the  shores  of  Europe — all  show 
the  superiority  of  his  mind — that  it  was  directed  to  the 
most  patriotic  objects,  and  that  its  efforts  have  been  crowned 
with  the  most  si)lendid  success." 

De  Witt  Clixtox  will  be  known  in  the  history  of  our 
country  as  the  promoter  of  education  and  science,  the 
efficient  organizer  of  measures  for  the 'development  of  the 
City  and  State,  the  patron  and  helper  of  every  form  of 
benevolent  action,  and  the  founder  and  creator  of  the 
Canat  system  of  JSfeio-  Yorlc. 


JOHN  A.  KING. 

John-  Alsop  Kix(;,  the  eldest  son  of  Rueus  and  Mary 
King,  was  born  in  New-York,  on  3d  January,  1788,  wiiere 
he  passed  his  early  years  until  the  appointment  of  his 
father  as  Minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  During  tlie 
residence  of  the  latter  in  London,  his  two  eldest  sons, 
John  and  Charles,  were  pupils  in  the  public  school  at 
Harrow,  under  Dr.  Drury,   where  they  acquired  a  good 
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r|;i^si(;il  cd  i|c;i  I  ioii.  ;ili(l  i  111  ]  il(>\  i-d  t  lie  \  in-opons  <'(»IJs(  il  i|  I  i<  ill 
tlit'v  iiiln'iiicd,  ill  ilic  iii;iiil\  cxfrciscs  mid  .sjiorls  of  iliis 
C«'I«'l)i;il('d  x'liool.  AfliT  llic  K'liiiii  (if  Ills  f;illic|-  to 
An»('i'ic;i  in  l>(';i,  John  |i;ixs,.d  ovrrio  rmis,  wlicic  In-  wms 
instlllclfd  ill  lln'  |-'ivii(li  l;iiiL!'ii:ii:<'  :ilid  lii:il  lit'iii:il  ics.  Kc- 
tiiniiiiLi"  lioiiH-  the  iicxl  yr;ii',  lie  (•oiitimird  his  rdncMlioii, 
lilid.  ill  diir  liiiir,  fill::! Lied  in  iIk-  study  oT  |;i\\  imdi-r  l-'.n 
Ml  \  i>    I'l  \  nil  I  o\.  Iiciiii;-  jidniitli'd  to  jii.-iriicr  in  i  h.-  thru 

Conil    of  Clllllircl  \    ill    ISd'.l.        Ill    ISIO  lie   !li;ill  ird    M  \  |;^  .   llic 

(hui.u-litcr  of  ('oi;xi:i.ir>  II  w,  :iii  lioiioird  iiifrcliniit  of 
!N('\v-\'ork,  niid  ;ii  ili;ii  lime  J'rcsidciii  of  tin-  ( '1i;iiii1m'1' 
ol'  ( 'oimiKMct'.  Mr.  I\i\<i  iiKidc  his  I'csidcncc  in  this  City. 
Whih' i)iirsiiin,u- his  jirofcssion,  thr  \v:ir  witli  Mn^hiiid  \v;is 
drchiicd  in  I81*J,  :iiid  nltlionuh  Iw  disuppioN  cd  of  .such  :i 
(h'rhi!;ition.  lie  felt  lh;it  lie  liad  l)iit  one  duty.  :is  ;i  tsnod 
citizen,  to  sustain  liis  country,  niid  iisked  for  and  ol)t:iined 
from  Governor  Tomi'kins  a  coiiiiiiission  of  Lieutenant  id" 
('a\aliy,  in  wliicli  capacity  lie  served  in  New-York   until 

the  chtse  of   tlie  wai'. 

i*<)ssesse(l  of  Itiii  moderate  means,  lie  decided,  in  1815, 
to  renio\<'  to  tile  counti'V,  where  lie  l)ouii;lit  a  farm  at 
.lamaica,  Tj.  I.,  near  his  father's  residence,  ui)ou  A\hi(di  lie 
li\fd  iii;iny  years  of  his  lif«%  surrounded  l)y  the  inlhifiices 
of  a  hapi)y  home,  with  an  inci-easing  family,  and  with  the 
sincere  resjiect  and  kindly  feeling  of  his  neiuhbors.  lie 
was  a  laborious  and  active  farmer,  raising;  larire  crops  by 
his  own  exertions,  and  by  the  introduction  of  the  best 
l)r()cess{^s,  as  they  Avere  suggested  by  the  improving  know- 
le<lge  on  farm  matters.  A  lover  of  good  stock  and  <»f 
thorough  bred  aniiiiaN.  he  was  interested  especially  in  ili(» 
improvement  of  horses,  a  fact  "which  showed  itself  in  liis 
elToi'ts  to  promote  the  formation  of  a  Jockey  Club  on  Long 
Island,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  President,  and  in 
which  many  of  his  friends  were  practical  mend)ers,  both  as 
i»ret»ders  and  own<n's  of  celebrated  horses.  His  deep  inter- 
est in  the  political  (piestions  of  the  day,  and  his  earnest 
and  manly  advocacy  of  the  measures  he  deemed  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  country,  soon  won  theconiiilence  of  his 
neighbors,  and  he  was  called  by  them  to  re]3resent  them 
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in  the  Assembly  of  the  State  in  1?19, 1820  and  1821.  These 
were  times  Avlien  the  aspects  of  parties  were  chan;j,ing, 
and  political  feelings  were  deeply  roused  by  tlie  intrigues 
and  scliemes  of  designing  men.  The  breaking  up  of  the 
Federal  party,  to  which  Mr.  KixC:^  belonged,  was  one 
of  the  results  of  these  contests,  and  he  arrnyed  himself, 
witli  many  others,  ngainst  De  Witt  Clintox.  Not- 
withstanding this  political  opposition,  he  was  a  hrm 
friend  to  the  latter  in  the  making  of  the  Erie  Canal,  of 
which  enterprise  he  remained  a  Avarm  advocate  during  liis 
long  life.  In  1^24  Mr.  KixCt  was  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the 
State,  and  was  tlins  advancing  on  the  road  of  political  pre- 
ferment, when  he  was  appointed  in  1825  by  Mr.  Adams  as 
Secretary  of  Legation  to  his  father  as  Minister  to  the  Court 
of  St.  James.  He  remained  in  that  capacity  in  London, 
until  his  father's  return  home  an  invalid,  and  afterwards 
as  Charge  des  Affaires  until  the  arrival  of  the  new  Minister. 
This  residence  was  in  man,y  respects  a  source  of  x)leasure, 
for  he  was  kindly  received,  and  renewed  many  of  the  ac- 
quaintances of  his  former  school  days. 

Returning  to  Long  Island,  he  purchased  from  his  brothers 
the  old  homestead,  to  which  he  removed,  passing  there  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  beloved  and  respected.  Political 
life  was  again  opened  to  him,  and  although  lie  was  defeated 
as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  under  the  changed  aspects  of 
the  times,  he  was,  in  1832,  sent  to  the  Assembly,  where  he 
interested  himself  in  the  general  business  of  the  State,  but 
more  particularly  in  procuring  a  charter  for  the  Brooklyn 
and  Jamaica  Railroad,  of  which  he  became  President,  and 
Avhich  was  the  l)eginning  of  the  lines  of  road  which  have 
opened  up  the  Island  in  all  directions. 

In  1839  Mr.  King  was  sent  to  the  National  Convention  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Clay  was  his 
choice,  butlinding  his  nomination  impossible  heAvas  induced 
to  give  his  vote,  with  that  of  the  State,  for  General  Hatjusox. 
In  this  and  subsequent  conventions,  when  the  question  of 
the  extension  of  slavery  became  a  leading  question,  Mr. 
KiXG  was  alw^ays  faithful  and  earnest  in  his  opposition  to 
this  measure. 
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I  l;i\iii,i;' been  rlrctid  lo  ilic  MKi  Cdiiirrt'ss  In  18-lS,  he  was 
;iii  ;i('ti\'e  jiLjcnl  in  fndi'indiiiiLi'  Id  |irf.("il  I  In*  )):iss:i^(*  of 
iIh'  comiii'iiiiii-M'   iiii';isiircs,  wliidi   lnoUcil   lo  iIic  extt'lision 

(if  sl:i\'rl\  III  I  lie  llrW  T(  Ml  i  I  (H'it 'S  :iC(  |  II 1  |i 'd  fid!!!  Mexico.  Idlt 
wllirli  iv.-iill.(|  ill  l>^!ll^•illi;•  ill  ( ';iliriiiiii;i  ;i^  ;i  free  Slillc.  Nir 
which  he  ciiriu'sily  coiilciitU'd,  ;iii(|  which  \\;is  tin-  lirst 
chcclv  the  :i(l\(ic;ilcs  of  shncry  I'cccixcd  ;  l»;il  ihc  cli'orts 
to  |>rc\ctii  ihc  |i;i:<s;ii:('  of  the  riiLiilivc  shivc  hiw  I'lnhd. 
tlioiiL;h  lh;il  \rr\  ;icl  \\;is\vh:it  iiloiic  \v;is  WMlit iiii^  lo  roii^c 
every  inniily  iiisiinci  df  ihc  Norllici-n  Stnfcs  to  cximiiiio 
iiilo  the  ]»olitic:il  :is  well  :is  iiiornl  clKirjM'Ier  of  sliivei-j', 
:iiid  to  resirict  it  within  iis  ilicn  liniiN.  Mr.  Kinc;  w;:s  m 
deh'n-;ite  lo  the  c(.ii\  ml  ioijs  ;il  \\liich  (teiiei';ils  ScoTT  :iiid 
I'liKMoN!'  were  iiomjiuited  for  the  Pi'esidency.  At  I  he 
latter  com cntioii,  in  ISof'.  lie  ciii-iieslly  advorali'd  ih(3 
choice  of  {'"kkmo^nt,  as  rei»resenting  the  voice  of  the  jteople 
niraiiist  slavery,  whicli  was  tlien  be.uinniiig  to  make  itself 
clearly  heard,  lie  had  heen'the  year  hefoi-e  the  ])residing 
officer  of  the  Convejitioii  in  the  State  of  >.'eu--York.  where 
the  old  AVIiigs  and  indei)endent  J)enio('rats  were  fnse<l  into 
a  new  Hei)nl)lican  j'artj'',  tlie  war  cry  being  oi»position  to 
the  extension  of  slavery;  and  in  the  next  year,  tliongh 
Mr.  l)r<ii.\N.\.\  was  chosen  President,  the  State  of  New- 
Yorlv,  by  a  large  majority,  gave  its  vote  for  Fremont, 
elected  ^Ir.  Kinc;  as  Governor,  and  at  the  same  time 
declared,  as  he  afterwards,  in  his  inaugural  address,  said 
he  nnderstood  it  to  be  ''their  deliberate  and  irrevocable 
d(M'ree,  fhat  so  far  as  the  State  of  Xew-York  is  concei'ned, 
thei'e  shall  be  henceforth  no  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
Territories  of  the  rnit«'d  States;"  "a  resolution  1  most 
iini-eservedh'  adoj)t,  and  am  jn-epared  to  abide  l)y  it,  at  all 
times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  in  everv  emergency." 

The  i)ublic  schools,  the  Erie  Canal  and  other  great  public 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  and  City,  received  his 
faithful  attention,  and  w  hen  calleil  njKm  in  the  case  of  the 
(piainntine  riots  and  to  carry  out  tlie  law  creating  tiie 
Metropolitan  Police,  he  manifested  such  determined  tirm- 
ness  and  took  such  decisive  steps  that  the  public  peace  was 
preserved    and  the    laws    sustained,   notwithstanding  the 
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.serious  efforts  Avliicli  were  made  to  render  them  inopera- 
tive. 

After  the  term  of  his  office  as  Governor,  to  which  he 
declined  a  re-nomination,  Mr.  King  attended  the  convention 
wliich  nominated  Mr.  Lixcolx  for  the  Presidencv.  and 
then  retired  into  i^rivate  life,  from  which  he  was  again 
recalled  in  JS'>1.  to  become  a  member  of  the  Peace  Con- 
vention, to  whicli  he  had  been  api)ointed  by  Governor 
MoKGAX.  Hoping  little  from  its  meetings,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  do  what  he  could  to  arrest  the  serious  troubles 
Avhich  were  threatening  the  life  of  the  countrv.  Tliougli 
these  efforts  were  unsuccessful,  Mr.  Kixg  had  the  happi- 
ness to  live  long  enough  to  see  the  country,  after  a  bloody 
war,  restored  once  more  to  peace,  v.ith  the  stain  on  its 
escutcheon  removed,  and  advancing  rapidh'  on  a  career  of 
prosperity.  As  alwaj^s  in  his  life,  the  welfare  of  his  country 
was  tlie  theme  upon  which  his  thoughts  were  warmly  turned, 
and  on  the  4th  of  .Inly.  1867,  he  addressed  the  students  at 
L'nion  Hall  Academy,  Jamaica.  L.  I.,  which  had  prospered 
lor  liftv  years,  larirelv  under  his  fosterinii"  care,  and  com- 
mended  to  them  the  care  of  the  flag  of  their  country,  which 
had  just  been  i^resented  to  them,  telling  them  that  the 
older  men  were  passing  away,  and  that  to  them  was  soon 
to  be  cunimitted  the  care  of  that  flag,  and  of  all  it  rein'e- 
sented  :  a  care  which  must  be  exercised  Avith  a  deep  sense 
of  responsibility  to  God.  While  thus  speaking  he  fell 
back  into  the  arms  of  his  friends,  and  was  carried  to  his 
home,  where,  after  lingering  a  few  days,  he  died  peacefully, 
surrounded  by  his  sorrowing  family,  on  the  7th  July.  1S(>7, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

Mr.  King's  liberal  and  enlightened  views  as  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  varied  interests  of  the  State  and  City  of 
his  birth,  characterized  his  whole  public  life,  and  his  ad- 
vocacy of  eveiy  measure  to  advance  the  commercial  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  City,  obtained  for  him  recognition 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  made  him  an 
lionorary  member  of  their  bodv.  The  State  Agricultural 
Society  and  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  Avere 
both  indebted  to  him  as  r)ne  of  their  founders  and  deeply 
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iiitcrcstfil  fiiciids  during;  his  lifr,  ilif  foiiiicr  clfcliim  liiiii 
as  oiir  (if  tlirir  I'lvsicU'iits,  and  ilir  laiicr  oiki  of  tlicii- 
\  icr  rrcsidriiis,  whili'  tin-  AuMiciill  uial  Collf^^'  at  ()vid, 
now  a  pail  nf  ("(umll  I  Hi\  dsil  y,  ircfi\rd  iniicli  (,{'  his 
lime  and  tarr.  I^oiil;-  Ishmd.  espcfiall y  (.Queens  Counly, 
was  consianl  ly  in  his  llicnuhls,  Hir  (•\i(lcnc<'  beiii,!;  in  his 
nnicniittcd  tlloils  lo  iin]ir(i\  c  I  he  roads  and  incans  ol'  tians- 
])(iitali(in,  and  to  or^ani/.t' and  sujiiioil  t  hi- (^)u(miis  ( "(Minty 
Auricnll  nral  J^ocicty,  of  which  lie  \\as  many  linifs  th<' 
I'lvsidt-nt. 

JIc  was  an  caiiKst  and  raitlil'ul  iiicndicr  of  ihc  rroirstaiil 
Mpiscoiial  Church,  in  which  lie  liad  been  broii^lit  nji.  and 
towaids  wliicli  liis  lieart  always  turned  waindy.  Inihe 
("(invention  of  the  Diocese  of  New-York,  and  in  tlie  Gen- 
eral Tlieoloixical  Seminary,  liis  counsels  -were  judicious  and 
1  indent,  and  lie  was  ever  ready  to  speak  and  act  so  as  to 
strenjithen  the  cause  of  religion  and  of  the  Church  of  his 
convictions.  At  his  <»wu  home,  Jamaica,  he  took  an 
earnest  part  in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  educational 
and  religious  institutions,  and  more  especially  that  of 
Grace  Church,  of  which  he  was  Vestryman  and  Warden  for 
many  years,  and  which  received  his  loving  care  and  lilieral 
gifts,  and  in  whose  (juiet  yard  his  remains  lie.  Mr.  KiN<i 
was  a  member  of  the  New- York  and  Long  Island  llistoi  ical 
Societies,  and  was  a  founder  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society, 

Mr.  KiN(i  was  tall  and  well  proj^ortioned  in  person,  quick 
and  graceful  in  his  jnovements,  courteous  and  aflabh-  in 
manner,  and  a  good  speaker,  with  a  clear,  powerful  and 
pleasant  voice.  Correct  and  temperate  in  his  habits  from 
his  youth  up,  he  suffered  none  of  the  evil  effects  of  irregu- 
laritv  in  life,  but  enjoyed  health  and  via'or  and  all  his  fac- 
ulties  unimpaired  to  the  close  of  a  long  and  useful  career. 


EDWIN    D.    MORGAN. 

Tin:  career  of  Edwin  Denisox  Mnia;AX,  as  merchant 
and  statesman,  and  particularly  as  war  Governor  of  the 
Stale  of  New-York,    will   always  be  read   with   interest. 
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Edwin  D.  Morgan  was  born  in  Washington,  Berksliire 
County,  Mass.,  February  8tli,  1811.     His  father,  Jasper 
Morgan,  was  a  New-Eugland  farmer,  and  the  son,  there- 
fore, passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  fields,  and  managed 
to  obtain  some  little  learning  at  the  village  school  during 
the  winter  months.     With  a  common  school  education,  a 
capital  of  37  cents,  and  a  determination  towin  success,  he 
started  out  at  the  age  of  17  to  seek  his  fortune.     He  went 
to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  there  bound  himself  for  three  years 
as  assistant  to  his  uncle,  a  grocer  of  that  City.     Such  was 
his  aptitude  for  trading  that  before  the  end  of  his  term  of 
apprenticeship  he  was  sent  to  New- York  to  purchase  tea, 
sugar  and  corn.     The  last  named  was  then  an  article  of 
import  instead  of  export,  and  young  Morgan  proved  so 
shrewd  and  successful  a  buyer  that,  at  the  age  of  20,  his  uncle 
took  him  into  partnership.     In  1832  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  of  Hartford.     In  1833  he  married 
Miss  Waterisian,  of  that  City,  and  in  December,  1830,  he 
came  to  New-York.     He  afterwards  formed  a  partnership 
with  a  Mr.  Eakle,  and  with  their  savings,  and  §10,000  ad- 
vanced  to   them  by  a   Hartford    capitalist,    the   iirm   of 
Morgan  &  Earle,  in  1837,  began  business  as  wholesale 
grocers.     At  the  end  of  the  year  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
and  Edwin  D.  Morgan  began  business  on  his  own  account. 
His  fme  faculty  of  anticipating  the  changes  in  the  market 
was  proverbial,    and  all  his   ventures  seemed  successful. 
While  other  dealers  ofttimes  operated  at  a  loss,  Mr.  Morgan 
reaped  prohts.     He   soon  })ecame  known  as   one   of  the 
largest  dealers  in  raw  sugar,  and  handled  tea  and  coffee 
with     successful    results.      Opportunities     which    others 
missed,  he  saw  and  took  advantage  of,  and  he  was  rapidly 
accumulating   a  large   fortune.      In   1847  he   formed   the 
house   of  E.   I).  Morgan  &  Co.,  taking  as   x)artners  his 
cousin,  George  D.  Morgan,  and  his  two  former  clerks, 
John   T.  Terry  and  Solon    Humphreys.     These  three 
partners   chiefly   conducted    the    business,    Mr.    Morgan 
having  determined  upon  a  x»olitical  career.     In  18-19  Mr. 
Morgan  was  elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  a  body  which  was  then  comiDOsed  of  eminently 
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ri'spec'table  iiificli;iiits  mikI  iuimi  of  .slamliim-.  iMiiiii;;  tli<» 
<ho|.'r;i  lavnyes  ill  the  City  In-  was  iiiii  .iiiitliiiu^  in  his  «-x- 
'Ttjoiis  fortlu'  sic'ls.  ami  ilyiiiii,-,  \isitiiiir  ilif  hosjiilals  Mini 
iviiiL!;  of  his  own  means  to  alleviate  the  distress  an<l  suf- 
i'Tini;- wliich  then  existed.  In  IS.'iO  he  was  elect»'(l  t<i  thf 
State  Senate  fnim  the  Sixth  District  of  Xcw-Yiu  1<.  and 
--•rvrd  two  terms  in  iliat.  body,  liciiii;  Cliaiiiiian  of  thi* 
I'inaiici' C'ommitlet'.  r.nd  l*resident7>;v> /cv/^.  for  both  ti-rms. 
lledecline(l  a  third  term,  and  in  IS.kj  was  apitoinicd  ( 'om 
ndssionrr  of  Kmiu'ration,  a.  i)ositioii  at  that  linn-  le-hl  1>\ 
some  of  the  best  citizens  of  Xew-York.  This  (jflici-  lie 
liehl  till  bs.-)S.  In  the  meantime,  as  tlic  AN'hi.i;-  jiarty.  of 
whieii  Mr.  Mokcax  was  a  memlx'r,  liad  beeoine  mcrun'd  in 
the  llepubliean  ]>ar(y,  lie  j(»ined  tlie  latter,  and,  in  faet, 
was  one  of  its  loiinders.  lie  was  A'ice-Presideiit  of  the 
\ational  Convention  in  May,  1S.")0,  at  which  the  party  was 
.-rn-anized,  and  was  made  C/hairman  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee, and  i)resided  afew  months  latei'at  the  Philadeljdiia 
Convention,  at  which  Fkk.mont  was  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent, and  the  FJ^KM<^^'T  campaign  was  condncted  nnder 
his  management.  In  1858  he  Avas  nominated  by  tin?  Ke- 
l)id)licans  for  (lovernor  of  the  State,  lie  was  «;lected  to 
this  high  ollice,  and  liis  sensible  administration  is  now  a 
matter  of  liistorv.  In  ISC-o  he  was  re-elected,  and  his 
I'ccoi'd  duiinu-  his  second  term  is  inseitnrably  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  War  of  the  Uebellion.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  labored  assiduously  foi"  the  success  of 
the  Union  cause,  and  will  always  be  remembered  as  one 
of  the  war  Governors  of  the  loyal  States.  Men  and  money 
were  wanted,  and  Governor  Mougax  s])ent  tlie  whole  of 
his  time  endeavoring  to  secure  both.  ]^y  May,  ISGl,  he 
iiad  succeeded,  under  a  special  Act  of  the  Lt^gislature,  in 
enrolling  3(),0()()  men,  and  by  .luly  I'ith,  they  had  been 
organized  into  8,S  regiments,  officered  and  sent  to  the  war. 
The  energy  of  the  Governor  was  unbounded.  AVhen  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  after  the  attack  on  M(Clellax,  called  for 
300,001)  more  troops,  Governor  Moncivx  determined  that 
New- York  should  supi)ly  her  fair  quota.  Accordingly,  a 
State  bounty  was  offered,  in  addition  to  the  national  bounty, 
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and  the  Governor  undertook  to  rnise  the  sum  of  $4,000,000 
for  this  object.  It  was  discovered  that  the  State  had  about 
this  amount  to  its  credit  in  various  banks,  and  Governor 
Morgan  took  this  money  to  pay  the  bounties.  He  called  for 
25,000  men.  and  offered  $50  bounty  for  each  man.  Speedily 
this  number  was  obtained,  and  sent  to  the  front :  the 
Legislature  in  the  following  year  legalized  the  expenditure 
therefor.  "I  am  for  continuing  this  war  to  the  end,"  wrote 
the  Governor,  "with  all  the  force  we  have  in  the  field,  with 
all  we  can  raise  by  voluntary  enlistment,  and  after  that,  if 
need  be,  by  a  conscripjtion  embracing  all  classes  and  de- 
scription of  persons  of  projDer  age."  It  is  on  record,  that 
during  his  second  term.  Governor  Morgan  enrolled  and 
equipped  200,000  soldiers.  President  Lincoln  made  him 
Major-General  of  volunteers,  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  his 
labors,  placed  him  in  command  of  the  Military  Deimrtment 
of  New- York.  He  expended  $3,500,000  in  bounties  to 
soldiers,  and  made  contracts  amounting  to  several  millions 
of  dollars  for  sui^plies. 

In  1862  Mr.  Morgan  declined  a  re-nomination  for  Gover- 
nor, but  was  in  that  year  elected  by  the  Legislature  Senator 
of  the  United  States  to  succeed  Preston  King,  and  he 
tilled  this  office  from  March  4th,  1863,  to  March  4th,  1869. 
In  February,  1865,  he  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  thu 
Treasury  by  President  Lincoln,  but  at  Mr.  Morgan's  re- 
quest, the  nomination  was  withdrawn.  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  term  as  Senator  he  again  returned  to  his  business 
in  this  City.  In  1881  President  Autihr  nominated  him 
for  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but,  although  the  nomination 
was  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  Mr.  Morgan, 
for  the  second  time,  declined  that  honor. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  May  1st,  1849,  and  retained  his  connection  there- 
with, up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
14th,  1883.  He  served  on  several  important  Committees  of 
the  Chamber,  and  his  ripe  experience  and  high  character 
were  much  appreciated  by  those  with  whom  he  acted  on 
public  questions.  He  was  a  member  of  several  institutions, 
and  director  of  financial  and  business  corporations,  and 
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jCrnve  lilxTiilly  wlnMifx  cr  he  saw  o|i]miii  unities  for  jiractical 
cliaiilw  A^  a  pal  roiinf  art,  Ik-  was  ut-ll  kiioNsii  lioth  Iieiv 
and  on  I  lie  continent  oT  Miii-dpe. 


CADWALLADER    GOLDEN. 

(' ADW  \llai»i;k  ('()M>i.n,  ijieuk'naiit-<  u>vr)-n<»r  of  the 
Colony  of  N*'\v-Vork.  17(51  75,  was  horn  al  Diinsr,  Scot- 
land, I'Vbrnaiy  ITlli,  ICiSS,  and  dii'd  al  nushiim,  !..  I., 
September  *JStli,  177(5,  a,u<'d  88  years.  'Die  Cliainlx'i-  of 
Comnierce  o])taint'd  its  charter  from  King  GKoiano  III., 
March  \'M\\.  177t»,  ilii-ougli  the  good  olMces  and  a!  there- 
qncst  of  (' \i»\\  Ai.i.ADKi:  Colukn,  on  tlie  petition  of  .Imhn 
Ckucjkk,  the  lirst  President  of  the  Chandiei-.  Mi'.  Coi.i»i:n 
early  in  life  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  Tnathematics 
and  medicine,  and  soon  became  distinguished  by  his  jirolici- 
ency  in  both,  lie  canietotliis  country  about  the  yeai- 17(»8, 
and  practiced  as  a  physician  in  Piiiladeli)hia  for  several 
years  with  marked  success.  He  visited  England,  but  re- 
turutMl  in  171(")  with  his  wife,  whom  he  had,  in  the  mean- 
time, inairicd  in  Scotland.  Brigadier-General  IIuntkr, 
tiien  (Governor of  New- York,  conceived  a  favorable  opinion 
of  Mr.  Coi.DKN,  and  requested  liim  to  leave  Philadelphia 
and  inalx.'  his  future  home  in  New-York.  lie  accordingly 
settled  here  in  1718,  and  the  next  yeai-  was  made  Surveyor- 
General  of  Lands,  being  the  first  to  lill  that  ofhce  in  the 
(^)lony.  He  was  also  apiiointed  Master  in  Chanceiy.  In 
17-J(».  on  the  arrival  of  Governor  HniXET,  he  was  honoied 
with  a  seat  in  the  King's  Council  of  the  Province,  and  in 
17(50  succeeded  to  the  administration  of  the  Government.  In 
17(51  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New- York, 
and  held  lliis  commission  almost  up  to  the  date  of  his 
death,  being  repeatedly  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
durini^:  the  decease  or  absence  of  several  Governors.  The 
name  of  Cadwalladkm  Colden  is  quite  familiar  to  the 
student  of  history,  and  the  school  boy  of  to-day  is 
made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  Mr.  Colden,  as  Lieu- 
teuant-Goveruor  of  King  George  III.,  was  as  conspicuous 
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for  his  firmness  in  npholding  his  Majesty's  anthority, 
as  the  revohitionists  were  in  resisting  it.  When  the 
Britisli  Parlinnient  detei  mined  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  colonies, 
the  spirit  of  resentment  and  indignation  ran  high,  and 
several  thousand  people  assembled  at  the  Battery,  near 
the  fortification  then  called  Fort  George,  determined  to 
compel  Lieutenant-Governor  ColdEoN^  to  deliver  up  the 
paper  which  was  to  be  distributed  in  this  City  under  the 
British  Stamp  Act,  on  November  1st,  1765.  They  sur- 
rounded the  fort,  and  threatened  to  assassinate  Mr.  Col- 
den  and  his  adherents,  but  he  was  loyal  to  his  trust,  and 
took  the  necessary  precautions  to  defend  it.  Although 
the  engineers  within  the  fort  assured  him  that  the  place 
w^as  untenable,  and  his  family  implored  him  to  legard  his 
safety,  he  preserved  a  calm  and  firm  demeanor,  and  finally 
succeeded  in  placing  the  Governmental  papers  on  board 
a  British  man-of-war  then  in  port.  His  carriages  were 
destroyed  before  his  eyes,  and  the  angry  populace  also 
burned  him  in  efiigy.  After  the  return  of  Governor  Tryon, 
Mr.  CoLDEX  gave  up  all  public  duties  and  retired  to  his 
country  seat.  The  published  writings  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  include  a  number  of  scientific  dissertations. 
Some  of  them,  through  the  variety  of  hands  into  which 
they  have  fallen,  have  become  mutilated  and  others  are 
lost.  Cadwa LEADER  CoLDEN  posscssed  an  eminently  cul- 
tivated mind,  and  although  the  latter  portion  of  his 
official  life  was  of  a  trjang  and  harassing  nature,  he  had 
few  personal  enemies,  and  his  efforts  to  promote  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  New-York,  as  well  as  his  personal 
action  in  behalf  of  the  organization  of  this  Chamber, 
make  the  name  of  Cadwallader  CoLDEisr  one  to  be  hon- 
ored by  the  merchants  of  this  and  succeeding  generations. 


FRANCIS   EGERTON. 

This  English  nobleman,  bearing  the  title  of  the  Duke  of 
Bridgewater,  was  born  in  England  in  1736.  He  has  been 
aptly  called  by  historians   the  father  of  British  inland 
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navi<:;';iti()n  ;  aiul  \'.<'  kiiuw  that  liis  siicn'ss  stiimilalfil  Di; 
AVi  I  I'   Clinton   to   atti'iupi    lii>;  ^ivat    enterprise   of    t'le 
Jji"  Canal.     The  account    of  his   navi<;al)h'  canal,  wliich, 
willi    the  exception    of    the    Sankey  Canal,  was   th<'    lirst 
ui-al    iindertakini;-  of  the  kind  executed   in  (Jreal    Britain 
ill   modern  times,   is  familiar  to  many   of  our  mej-chants. 
An    eimincM'i-    named    Jamks    ]j1MM»i.i.v     was    associate<l 
wilh   ihf    huke    in     Ids    \arious    enterprises.     Tlit*    latter 
owned    a    large    estate     at     Worsley,    near    Manchester, 
which  ahoundi'd  in  coal,  and  he  conceived  the  idea  that  an 
aililicial  water  routt;  between  the  places  named  wonld  he 
iniincns.'ly  benelicial   to  the  development,  of  that  section. 
Accord in.uiy,  an  Act  was  passed  for  tlie  scheme  in  17.")4 
and  17r)S.  hut  it  was  afterwards  discovered  that  navij,^ation 
wonld  he  of  more  service  if  carried  over  the  River  Jrwell  to 
Manchester,  and  further  legislation  was  therefore  secured 
agi'eealdy  to  the  new  plan,  and  likewise  to  extend  a  side 
branch  to  Longford  liridge,  in  Stratford.     Although  navi- 
gable subterraneous  tunnels  and  elevated  aqueducts  are 
now  fannliar  with  us,  yet  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  and  his 
coadjutors  appear  to  have  been  the  first  to  introduce  theuj, 
and  make  it  possible  to  carr}^  canals  over  rivers  and  largo 
and   deep  valleys.     Tln^   Duke's   projects  were,  in    those 
primitive  days  of  transportation,   deemed  by  nuiny  chi- 
merical.    EesuUs,  however,  justilied  his  endeavors,  for  in 
17(51    he  liad  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  lirst  boat  sail 
over  liis  canal.     Other  gentlemen  soon  afterwards  became 
interested   in   the   canal    from    the  Trent   to  the  Mersey, 
and  navigation   by  ariilicial   waterways  in  ((reat  Britain 
was  soon  an  accomplished  fact,  and  the   Duke,  who   h.ul 
made  many  sacrilices,  financially  and  otherwise,  in  order 
to  promote  liis  schemes,  lived  to  see  several  projects  of  this 
nature  carried  to  successful  completion*. 

The  Duke  died  in  1822.  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
leaving  his  vast  estates  to  his  nei)hew.  Fuaxcis  IIenkv 
E(;ektox.  son  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  who  succeeded  in 
1823  to  the  title  ;  and  is  widely  known  in  the  religious  world 
for  his  bequest  of  £'8,o00  for  the  Bridr/ewater  Tnafises. 
He  was  the  last  Earl  of  Bridfrewater.  and  died  in  1829. 
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RICHARD    COBDEN. 

RiciiAED  CoBBEX  was  bom  at  the  farm  house  of  Dun- 
ford,  near  Midhurst,  in  the  AVeald  of  Sussex,  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1804.  His  early  education  was  procured  in  the 
Grammar  School  of  Midliurst,  which  then  sustained  a  high 
reputation.  While  yet  a  lad,  his  father  died,  and  an  uncle, 
who  was  a  warehouseman  in  London,  took  him  into  his 
establishment.  Soon  after,  he  changed  to  another  house, 
where  he  was  at  first  a  clerk,  and  afterward  a  commercial 
traveler.  He  was  very  popular  in  this  last  calling,  but  was 
then,  as  always,  a  diligent  student  of  political  economy  and 
political  science.  Adam  Smith's  "Wealth  of  Nations" 
was  his  favorite  text-book.  The  firm  bv  which  he  was  em- 
ployed  retired  from  business,  and  disposed  of  their  interest 
and  good-will  to  three  of  their  employees,  among  whom 
was  CoBDEX,  who  became  the  head  of  the  firm.  His  business 
was  the  manufacture  and  printing  of  calicoes.  "  Cobdex's 
prints  "  became  the  rage,  and,  at  last,  were  worn  by  the 
Queen  herself.  On  commencing  business,  Mr.  Cobdex  had 
taken  up  his  residence  in  Manchester,  where  one  of  his 
Avarehouses  was  situated.  Here  he  soon  began  to  write  for 
the  press,  generally  on  political  and  politico-economical 
subjects,  over  the  signature  of  "Libra,"  and  soon  drifted  into 
public  speaking.  After  a  little  i)ractice,  he  became  an  effec- 
tive, though  not  a  remarkably  eloquent  speaker.  In  1832, 
he  Avas  elected  Alderman.  For  the  next  six  years  he  was 
heartily  engaged  in  two  great  reforms,  the  extension  of 
borough  privileges  and  national  education,  and  the  over- 
throw of  the  corn  laws,  as  the  first  step  toward  free  trade. 
He  Avas  the  founder  of  the  Anti-Corn  LaAv  League,  organized 
in  1839,  and  one  of  the  most  liberal  contributors  to  it,  as  AA^ell 
as  its  leading  orator  and  defender.  In  1841 ,  he  Avas  returned 
to  Parliament  for  Stockport,  and  distinguished  himself 
as  a  Parliamentary  orator,  by  the  extent  of  his  information 
and  the  cogency  of  his  reasoning.  The  fiA'e  or  six  years 
AA-hich  foUoAA-ed  AA'ere  years  of  intense  labor  and  excitement. 
Mr.  GoBDEX  had  determined  to  give  Parliament  and  the  ' 
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])e()])lt;  ni>  rrst,  till  ;ill  ilir  corn  l:i\\s  wcrf  rci^onlfd  ;  ami  to 
this  w'oik  lui  ht'iit  :ill  his  l■Il(■l•^•i(■s.  and  all  (h<'  rcsoui'CfS  of 
a  mnsl  \  iir,)i-,,(is  itii.'llrcl,  and  an  indoinilalih'  will.  Op- 
posed to  him  wfit'  ihf  whole  body  of  tin'  Torlt'S,  tlie 
assdciatt'il  WhiLi's,  (he  i:ii';i(  landi'd  nobijiiy  :ind  u»'niiy, 
the  I'n'ini.T  and  lln>  Caliinft,  ami  Ihc  ii:reat  inajoriiy  <»f  lh«i 
Mouse  of  Lords.  The  cas*^  seenicd  lM)])('lt'ss ;  (-idy  I  ho 
ini'ii  of  the  Manchester  scthitoj,  the  dissrnlinL:"  niinist«*rs, 
and  the  workiiiuinen  and  a  few  of  theii"  en)ph)yers,  wci'o 
on  his  sidt\  In  the  coullict:  he  eniph)ye(l  every  pos.sil)le 
cxpeilient.  Petitions,  witli  scores  of  tliousands  of  names, 
were  sent  in:  ninss  meet  ini^s  were  summoned;  the  min- 
isters W(M'e  deluucd  with  letters;  commissions  weri^  ajv 
pointed,  bazars  held,  antl  Comdex  and  his  collea.LCUes 
exhausted  all  their  repertoire  of  argument,  railing  and 
invective  upon  their  opponents.  It  was  long  before  they 
were  able  to  make  much  impression  ;  but  after  the  second 
year  converts  began  to  comein  from  the  nobilityand  gentry, 

'  the  land  owners  and  the  agi'iculturists,  and,  at  last,  tlie 
venerable  Duke  of  Wki.i.ixgton  and  a  majoi'ity  of  the 
House  of  Lords.      In   May,  184(5,  the  corn  laws  were  re- 

,  pealed,  and  tlie  duty  on  imported  grain  was  to  cease  abso- 
lutely in  February,  1840.  It  was  a  great  triumph  for  Mr. 
CoRDKN'.  Sir  Roi!i;iM-  Pi:i:r>.  then  Premier,  gracefully  ac- 
knowledged  that  the  name  which  ought  to  be  chielly 
associated  with  tlie  success  of  these  measures  was  the  name 
oi"  b'lfiiAin)  ( 'oi'.DKisr. 

Mr.  ('oHDKN  hail  carried  on  this  vigorous  conflict  at  great 
personal  sacrifice  and  ])ecuniarv  loss.  After  the  iv]pi-al.  his 
friends  of  the  late  Anti  (V)rn  Law  Leagm-  snb>cril>;Ml  and 
pi-esented  t(.  him  the  munificent  sum  of  t'S(),()O0,  ($400,000,) 
to  secure  his  independence,  and  enable  Inm  to  devote  his 
energies,  henceforth,  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  A  part  of 
this  sum  was  invested  in  lllinoisCentral  Railway  securities, 
which,  though  for  a  time  unremunerative.  eventually  lie- 
came  productive. 

llis  subsequent  labors  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it  were  de- 
voted to  peace,  refonn,  retrenchment  and  the  introduction 
of  arbitration  in  the  place  of  war  for  the  settlement  of  inter- 
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national  clifficnlties.  He  was  urged  to  enter  the  Cabinet,  by 
Lord  John  Russell,  but  declined.  He  was  elected,  in  1847, 
for  the  AVest  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  as  Avell  as  for  Stockport, 
and  chose  the  former  seat.  In  1848  he  supported  a  motion 
for  the  rejDeal  of  the  navigation  laws,  making  shipbuilding 
free,  and  the  next  year  came  out  for  electoral  reform, 
secret  roting  and  the  shortening  of  the  duration  of 
Parliaments.  In  1840  and  tlie  following  years,  he  urged 
arbitration  measures  to  prevent  war,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  revenue  and  expenditure,  with  much  of  his  old 
force  and  vigor.  Peace  conferences,  in  which  he  was  active, 
were  held  with  good  etfect  from  1849  to  1853,  and  were  only 
discontinued  during  the  Crinieali  w^r.  In  his  opposition 
to  that  war,  Mr.  Cobdezs^  and  Mr.  Beigiit  were  again  work- 
ing together.  Their  protests  were  earnest  and  digniiied, 
but  thev  did  not  avail,  and  the  war  went  on.  But  when 
peace  came,  Cobden's  arbitration  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  treaty.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Chinese  war,  Mr. 
CoBDEN  moved  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Government  in 
Parliament,  and  Earl  Deeby,  one  of  the  same  tenor,  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Cobden's  motion  was  carried  by  16 
majority,  while  Earl  Deeby's  was  defeated  by  36.  Lord 
Palmeestox,  then  Premier,  went  to  the  country  on  the 
question,  and  the  voters  sustained  him,  and  Coedex, 
Beight  and  many  other  eminent  liberals  were  not  elected. 
CoBDEX  had  made  the  canvass  for  Beigiit,  who  was  very 
ill,  and  addressing  the  Manchester  voters,  after  his  defeat, 
he  Avas  atfected  to  tears.  Cobden  was  for  more  than  two 
years  out  of  Parliament,  part  of  the  time  travelling  in  this 
country. 

On  his  return,  he  was  offered  by  Lord  Palmeeston,  in 
1859,  the  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
he  declined,  but  consented  to  negotiate  an  important 
commercial  treaty  with  France.  This  treaty  was  one  of 
the  best  services  he  ever  rendered  to  his  country.  The 
duties  on  beer,  Avine  and  brandy,  and  on  manufactured 
goods,  had  been  so  heavy  as  to  be  almost  prohibitory,  and 
had  caused  much  bitterness,  and  frequent  rumors  of  war. 
After  long  negotiation,  these  were  reduced  to  a  very  low 
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tMtifV.  and  <2:rcnt  relief  was  experieiieed  by  Im.iIi  (•(Hiuuies. 
The  I  i-ent  y  lias  lieeii,  as  a  w  lidle,  jirolitalile  holli  to  I-Ji^rlaiid 
and  l''rance,  ami  il  has  i^reatly  diininislied  the  feai's  which 
liad  periodically  ai^itated  the  two  countries  lest  th»'re  should 
be  ;iii  invasion  of  the  territory  of  oik*  by  the  oilier.  The 
adjustment  (.f  llie  details  of  this  treaty,  which  was  si^'ned 
in  October,  18(il.  occupied  some  time,  and  it  was  not  till 
late  in  ISi'i-J.  that  he  made  liis  ajipearance  in  rarliament  as 
intMuber  for  l^ichdale.  lie  voted  with  his  friend,  linioiir, 
on  the  American  lpn^stion  wlien  there  uas  any  measure 
of  importance  up,  l>ut  he  never  spoke  upon  it  in  Parlia- 
ment, addressin^uc  himself  only  to  questions  of  the  (Jovein- 
ment  sui)])lies  or  manufacturos,  and  tlie  reduction  of 
national  expenditures,  on  tlie  only  two  occasions  on  which 
lie  adilressed  the  C()mnH)ns.  His  last  public  s])eecli  was 
delivered  at  Roclulale  in  Novem])er,  1N(14.  and  in  this  lie 
alluded  to  the  American  war  in  such  a  A\ay  as  to  show 
that  his  heart  was  with  tlie  Union  cause.  In  a  letter, 
written  from  his  sick  room  February  a,  18(55,  this  is  still 
moi<>  niainfest.  and  he  exi)ressed  joy  that  the  Confederate 
cause  was  failini:-.  lie  died  on  the  !2d  of  April,  IsC.*).  of 
asthma.  1n  him.  l-aiuland  lost  one  of  her  greatest  states- 
men. 


JOHN    BRIGHT. 

•loiix  Buioiir  was  born  at  Greenbank,  near  Eochdale, 
Lancashire.  November  IGlh,  1S11.  His  family  Avere  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Friends,  .Ta<  (u:  BKKiiif,  his  father, 
had  set  u]^  a  handdoom  in  tin*  iieinhborhood  of  K(»ch- 
dale,  in  ISo-i,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  the  vast 
cotton  manufactures  which  have  since  made  Eochdale 
J'anious.  Youm2:  Bkk.iit  received  a  ixood  earl v  education, 
lirst  at  the  excellent  Friends"  school  at  Ackw)ith,  and 
later  at  York  and  Newton.  At  the  age  of  lifteeu  he 
entered  his  fathers  business,  but  his  leisure  was  fully 
occupied  with  political  studies,     in   J8:><',   at   the  age  of 
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nineteen,  lie  made  his  debut  as  a  speaker  on  temperance  ; 
and  having  committed  his  sj^eeches  to  memory,  acquitted 
himself  moderately  Avell. 

AVhen,  a  year  or  two  later,  he  attempted  to  speak  against 
the  corn  laws,  he  was  not  so  successful  at  first ;  his  manner 
was  awkward,  his  voice  somewhat  harsh,  and  his  sentences 
ill  framed.  But  there  were  still  evidences,  that  with  prac- 
tice and  self  discipline,  he  would  become  an  effective 
speaker,  though  not  much  promise  of  the  eloquence,  which 
eventually  gave  him  the  rank  of  the  first  orator  in  Great 
Britain. 

In  183,")  he  began  to  plead  the  cause  of  national  education, 
and  rendered  good  service  by  his  addresses.  The  same 
year  he  first  made  the  acquaintance  of  Richard  Cobdex, 
who  was  seven  years  his  senior,  and  who  was,  while  an 
active  manufacturer,  largely  interested  in  national  edu- 
cation, and  in  the  anti-corn  law  crusade.  For  thirty  years 
the  two  men  worked  together,  and  were  the  best  of  friends, 
often  speaking  from  the  same  platform  in  favor  of  electoral 
reform,  and  in  opx)osition  to  the  corn  laws  and  other  op- 
pressive measures  of  legislation.  Mr.  Bright  had  already 
become  a  famous  orator,  and  his  addresses  were,  as  a 
matter  of  choice,  always  clothed  in  the  terse  and  vigor- 
ous Saxon  sj)eech,  of  which  he  was  a  master.  He  had, 
as  early  as  1838,  become  greatly  interested  in  the  Anti- 
Corn  Law  agitation,  and  when  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League 
was  formed,  in  1841,  Bright' s  name  was  second  on 
the  list  of  the  Committee.  From  this  time  forward,  though 
continuing  his  connection  with  Rochdale  manufactures,  Mr. 
Bright  was  very  active  in  public  life.  He  spoke  often  and 
forcibly  against  the  corn  laws ;  and  in  Parliament,  which 
he  entered  in  1843,  became  known  as  a  tribune  of  the 
people.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  pow- 
erful assistance  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and,  through  his  aid, 
in  carrying  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws. 

As  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  he  abhorred 
war,  and,  whenever  it  was  threatened,  he  was  active  in  his 
opposition  to  it,  taking  strong  ground  against  the  increase 
of  armaments.     In  the  Crimean  war,  he  opposed  the  Grov- 
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'■niiiit'iit  :i(i(l  lii^  (twii  enlist  ii  nciii<.  |)\  hi^  l>riHi;nii  mimI 
liliMi|ui;il>lf  sjircclu'S  ;iL;:iil|Nl  its  (•(•III  ililliilirr.  Ill  iS.'^illc 
\\;is  iini  r.' I'li-ctcil,  l»iil  llii'  next  vt'iir  \\;is  fL't iinifil  fmiii 
Mil  iiiiiiulKiiii.  Mis  next  rll'orts  were  nfldrt^ssod  to  tin* 
ii'iiiiiii.-ii  ioii  of  ilit>  KmsI  lii(li;i  ( '(iiii|>;iii\  "s  cliMrifr,  mid 
!  Ill'  n.iiist'cf  of  t  lie  (mi\  cniiiK'Ht  (if  1 11(1  i:  I  111  I  III'  ( 'i(i\\  II.  niid 
to  ilii'  i'\ii'n>ii>ii  of  llii'  i'li'cti\('  frniicliisi'  in  I'!iiul:iii<l  to  :ill 

111  >l|vi'||,  i|(lrrs. 

It  wns  :it  t  his  jiincl  iii'c  thnt  our  own  (•i\il  \v:ir  ('(iiiiiiir'nri'd. 
mid  tlioimh  his  owii  l)usine.ss,  mid  th;it  (d"  tln'  wlnde 
Lmicashii-i'  iiKinufactuiiiiii;  districts,  suilV'ivd  terrilily  from 
it,  .loiix  r)i;i<;i!r  was,  from  (lio  first  news  of  flu'  war, 
coiis])ic'tioiis  ill  liis  sn]iport  (d"  tlie  riiioii,  wiult'  nearly 
every  member  d'  l*ailiament,  mid  tlie  nobility,  gentry, 
clerirv,  nrnn'  and  iiavv,  and  most  of  the  bankers,  were 
bitterly  hostile  to  the  North,  lie  was  taunted  with  his 
inconsistency  in  advocating  our  war  for  tlie  rnioii,  wlieii 
he  had  always  opposed  the  wars  in  which  England  engaged. 
\'eiy  noble  was  his  reply:  *'l  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me, 
see,  upon  any  of  those  ])riiiciples  npoii  which  Slates  are 
governed  now — I  say  nothing  of  the  literal  words  of  the 
New  Testament — T  cannot  see  how  the  state  of  affairs  in 
.\nieiiea.  with  regard  to  the  United  States  (Government. 
could  have  been  dilTerent  from  what  it  is  at  this  moment. 
■••  '^  '^'  I  say  that  the  war,  be  it  successful  or  not.  be  it 
<'hristian  or  iiot.  be  it  wise  or  not,  is  a  war  to  sustain  the 
<iovernment.  and  to  sustain  the  authority  of  a  great 
nation:  and  tliat  the  people  of  England,  if  they  are  true 
to  their  own  sj'mpathies,  to  their  own  history,  to  their  own 
great  act  of  1S34,  (the  Emancipation  Act,)  to  which  refiM-- 
eiire  has  already  been  made,  Avill  have  no  sympatli>  wiili 
those  who  wish  t(»  build  up  a  great  empire,  on  the  perpetual 
bondage  of  millions  of  their  fellow  men/'  !S])eech  at 
Kochdale.  August  1,  ISGl.  | 

Nor  did  his  ardor  cool  as  the  war  went  on,  though  for 
the  first  year  or  two,  the  greater  measure  of  success  seemed 
to  be  on  the  Southern  side.  He  was  no  fair  weather  friend. 
In  December,  1801,  just  at  the  time  of  the  Masox  and 
Slidell  seizure,  when  the  friends  of  the  South  in  England 
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were  urging  the  immediate  declaration  of  war  against  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Bright  was  invited  by  liis  fellow- 
townsmen  in  Rochdale  to  a  banquet  given  in  his  honor. 
In  his  speech  at  that  banquet  he  stated,  with  great  force, 
the  claims  of  the  jSTorth  on  Great  Britain  from  their  ties  of 
kindred.  Millions  of  the  Americans,  he  said,  were  either 
natives  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  British  x)arentage.  He  con- 
cluded his  address  with  these  eloquent  words  : 

'•'  iSTow,  whether  the  Union  will  be  restored  or  not,  or  the 
South  achieve  an  unhonored  independence  or  not.  I  know 
not,  and  I  predict  not.  But  this  I  think  I  know  ;  that  in 
a  few  Years — a  verY  few  Years — the  20,000,000  of  free  men 
in  the  North  will  be  30,000,000,  or  even  50,000,000— a  pop- 
ulation equal  to  or  exceeding  that  of  this  kingdom.  When 
that  time  comes,  I  pray  that  it  may  not  be  said  among 
them,  that  in  the  darkest  hour  of  their  country's  trials, 
England,  the  land  of  their  fathers,  looked  on  with  icy 
coldness  and  saw  unmoved  tlie  x^erils  and  calamities  of 
their  children.  As  for  me,  I  have  but  this  to  say  :  I  am  but 
one  in  this  audience,  and  but  one  in  the  citizenship  of  this 
country ;  but  if  all  other  tongnes  are  silenced,  mine  shall 
speak  for  that  policy  which  gives  hope  to  the  bondmen  of 
the  South,  and  which  tends  to  generous  thoughts  and  gen- 
erous words  and  generous  deeds,  between  the  two  great 
nations  who  speak  the  English  language,  and  from  their 
origin  are  alike  entitled  to  the  English  name.'' 

On  the  ISth  of  December,  1862,  he  spoke  at  Birmingham 
on  the  war,  which  was,  at  that  time,  exhibiting  results 
very  discouraging  to  the  North  ;  but  his  faith  did  not  fail ; 
he  said:  ''The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone) as  a  speaker  is  not  surpassed  by  any  man  in  Eng- 
land, and  he  is  a  great  statesman  ;  he  believes  the  cause  of 
the  North  to  be  hopeless,  and  that  their  enterprise  cannot 
succeed."  After  denouncing  the  leaders  who  sought  to 
force  into  the  family  of  nations  a  State  })ased  upon  the  mon- 
strous iDrinciple  of  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  slavery, 
Mr.  Bright  continued  :   "I  have  another  and  far  brighter 
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vision  Ix'fniv  iiiv  ^^:iz('.  Ii  iiKiy  !«<•  hiir  :i  vision,  but  I  will 
cherish  ii.  I  s'*'  oiit'vnst  cuiiriMhiMiiun.  slrctchiiii::  from 
the  ri'o/.''ii  Noilli  ill  iiiil>ioUrii  line  i(.  t he  trljixviiii;  South, 
luid  Troiii  ihcwild  l>iHo\v->  (if  ilic  Alhiiilic.  west \v;ir«l  to  tin? 
^;,liii,.i-  uMicis  of  iIm'  r:ii'it'n-  iii:iin  ;iii"l  I  sec  oiir  pf(»]»le 
iiud  oiir  hiiiuiiiiLit',  Mii'l  oil'"  l."i\\  :iii'l  "I""  l:'illi.  •"iH"!  <'\<"r  ;ill 
tli:it  w  idf  (■(Uiliiit'iit.  ihc  Ihiiiii'or  frrcdoiii.  :iii(l  ;i  li-Uiir*-  for 
till'  ol>lirt'SS('d  of  every  r:ice  ;ili<l  of  e\c|  V  rliiin'." 

Wlirll       llie      ('li;iUll)el-      (if      Colllllielt f      N  < 'U  -  ^  i  nk' .     lu 

iM:nvh.  \^i\'2,  sent  to   Mr.    i'lMoni.  ihroiiuh    the    American 
Miuish-r  in  London,  t  he  l'olh>\viii,u- resolution  :    '' liesolrcd, 
That  the  Chamber  of  ('(»nimeice  of  the  Slate  of  New-York 
does    herel)y    record    its    grateful    Si'lisr    of    the   iiilelliL'-ent, 
+'lo(|uent.   just    and    fearless  manner    in    which    iMr.    .btiiN 
BirKJiir.  of  r.irminuham.  has  advocated,  before  the  people 
of  Kn^land  and    in   the   P)ritisli  Parliament,  the  i)rinciples 
..f  constitutional  liberty  and  international  justice,  forwhicli 
the  American  people  are  contendini;- ;  and  that  these  pro- 
ceedings l)e  communicated  to  Mr.  Biikuit  ;"  the  statesman 
responded  in  a  very  beautiful  letter.     The  t<>stinu.nial  was 
fully  d.'serv<'d.     The  gift  sent  over  to  his  Lancashire  con- 
siitiientsby   the  Chamber  of  C(mimerce  in  .hinuary,  ISG3, 
to  su])i)ly  their  needs,  which  had  been  causi'd  by  the  war, 
called  out  from  Mr.  Bukiiit  (me  of  his    most  ehxpieiit  ad- 
dresses, closing  with  this  glowing  i)eroration  :    "From  the 
very  outburst  of  this  great  c(mvulsion,  1  have  had    but  one 
hope  and  one  faith,  audit  is  this,  that  the  restilt  of  this 
stupendous  strife  may  be   to    make  freedom  the  heritage 
forever    of    a    whole   continent;   and    that    the   grandeur 
ind  the  prosperity  of  the  American   Union  may  never  be 
impaired."       P^verywhere  :     in     Parliament,    against    Mr. 
lloi-:i3U(K  and  our  other  enemies  there,  he  had  made,  on 
every  imi)ortant  occasion,  his  powerful  and  elfective  ap- 
l^eals  ;  at  the  trades'  unicms,  in  the  Birnunghani  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  at  repeated  calls  from  them,  and  at  gatherings 
of  working-men  and  manufacturers.     In  nil  places,  and  at 
all    times,    he  was   our   effective   and    powerful    advocate. 
Well  did  he  deserve  the  name,  by  which  he  is  most  widely 
known  in  this  country,  "The  Friend  of  America." 
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We  jDass  hastily  over  liis  liistoiy  since  our  war.  It  was 
a  noble  and  glorious  fight  wliicli  he  waged  in  behalf  of 
household  suifi'age,  and  it  ended  by  his  enemies  yielding 
to  his  persistent  demands,  even  more  than  he  had  asked. 
In  1868,  he  became  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  Mr. 
Gladsto]N^e' s  administration,  but  in  1870  was  compelled 
to  resign  from  ill  health.  In  1873  he  again  entered  the 
Cabinet,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  went 
out  with  his  colleagues  in  1874.  In  1880  he  again  ac- 
cepted a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  but  resigned  in  1882,  in  consequence  of  his 
objection  to  the  Egyptian  war.  In  the  autumn  of  1888,  Mr. 
Bright'  s  health  began  to  fail,  pneumonia  and  pulmonary 
congestion  set  in,  and  though  he  rallied  after  the  first 
severe  attacks,  and  there  was  some  hope  of  his  recovery,  a 
relapse  occurred  in  the  sj)ring,  and  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1889,  he  died,  as  he  had  lived,  peacefully,  honored,  mourned 
and  lamented,  the  world  over. 

At  the  news  of  his  death,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  State  of  New- York  passed  resolutions  expressing  their 
appreciation  of  his  great  services  and  noble  Christian  char- 
acter, declaring  that  his  sj)lendid  fame  as  a  statesman  and 
orator  were  the  peculiar  inheritance  of  the  English  speaking- 
race,  and  that  his  firm  adherence  to  his  convictions  of  right 
and  duty  was  worthy  of  the  highest  honor.  They  also 
"placed  on  record  their  loving  tribute  of  gratitude  to  his 
memory  for  his  unwavering  friendship  for  the  United 
States,  and  his  jDowerful  advocacy  of  the  preservation  of 
the  Union  during  the  late  struggle. 


GIDEON   LEE. 

Gideon  Lee  was  one  of  the  many  noted  men  of  New- 
England  birth  who  have  found  their  way  to  the  metropolis 
of  the  Republic  in  quest  of  occupation  and  fortune  during 
the  century.  Having  lost  his  father  at  an  early  age,  and 
been  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  before  he  was  four- 
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tccii,  the  success  (if  his  fd'oiis  to  ufliu'vc  fniiic  and  ftiiiuiif 
wen.' (1  lie  wholly  to  his  native  oneriry  of  diai-acter.  Then* 
was  so  imich  of  hiiii  ami  in  liiiii  that  hr  would  have  ilisliii- 
u:iiishr(l  liimst'lliii  any  calliiiu'  in  lil'i'  to  w  hicli  cljoicf  (»r 
(•ircniustancts  had  assigned  him.  His  iiitcjiect  was  so 
siiiirrior  ihal  il  (lualili'd  him  \\>\-  jradcrship  in  sjiitc  of  liis 
la<'k  of  (ipiioiluiiities  i'or  acipiiiiiig  education.  We  an* 
accustomed  to  the  i)lira.se,  "a  self-made  man,'"  and  tlif 
popular  "ixirtiality  runs  stn.)ii^ly  in  favoi*  of  those  who 
have  worke(l  tlnir  way  u])  to  position  and  inllueiiee  without 
any  adventitious  aid.  G ii)i:o\  Lkk  was  one  <if  the  linest 
types  of  this  class,  ami  every  stej)  in  liis  useful  and  honor- 
able career  may  be  studied  with  advantage  by  the  young 
intMi  of  later  generations  who  are  to  compete  for  the  prizes 
of  thrift  and  industry. 

Mr.  Lke  was  born  in  Andierst,  Mass.,  April  27lli.  1778. 
in  his  fourteenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tanner  and 
shoemaker,  the  two  occupations  being  at  that  time  com- 
bined, lie  worked  at  tanning  in  summer  ami  at  shoe- 
making  ill  winter. 

After  learning  his  trade  he  l)egan  business  on  his  own 
account  in  Worthington,  Mass.  The  first  huiulred  dollars 
lie  earned  he  ex])en(hxl  in  increasing  his  stock  of  learning 
at  Westlield  Academy.  He  was  associated  with  a  Mr. 
HuBRAiii),  the  lirm  being  Hii{i?ai;i>  &  Lkk.  In  the  course 
of  business  he  became  acquainted  with  AVii.i.i  am  I'.dw  a  i.n-, 
then  of  the  lirm  of  DwKiiii  &:  Edwaiid.'^,  of  Cummingion, 
Mass.  :  and  in  1807  they  made  him  an  offer  of  '^1,000  a 
year  to  go  to  New- York  and  sell  their  leather,  which  lie 
accepted.  After  acting  in  that  capacity  a  year,  he  decided 
to  operate  for  himself.  Accordingly  he  hired  an  old  store 
on  the  corner  of  Ferry  and  Jacob  streets,  and  there  the 
foundation  was  laid  of  the  great  house  of  CtI1>ko\  L7;io  & 
Co.,  which  for  thirty  years  thereafter  was  the  synonym 
of  financial  reliability  and  commercial  rectitude.  Nobody 
ever  doubted  G I DKox  Lek's  word,  whether  it  was  oral  or 
written.    It  w^as  equally  and  al>solutely  good  in  eith<'r  case. 

In  1819  he  admitted  his  confidential  clerk,  Siiepheud 
Knapp,  into  partnership,  and  they  continued  together  till 
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1839,  when  botli  retired.  Iti  1S37  Charles  M.  Leupp,  Mr. 
Lee's  son-in-law  and  a  clerk  in  the  house,  was  accorded  a 
place  as  junior  jDartner. 

Mr.  Lee  took  high  rank  among  the  merchants  of  the 
metropolis  at  an  eavlj  stage  of  his  career  and  held  it  to  the 
end. 

In  1S-22  he  was  elected   to  the  lower  house  of  the  New- 
York  Legislature.     For  three  years,  from  1828  to  1830,  in- 
clusive, he  was  an  Alderman.     These  were  days  w^hen  few 
if  anv  but  men  of  acknowledged  worth  were  chosen  to  the 
municipal  councils.     In   1833   he   was   elected   Mayor  of 
New- York  by   the   Common   Council.     That  was    before 
Mayors  were  voted  for  by  the  people.     During  his  term 
the  noted  election  riot  occurred,  in  which  the  State  Arsenal 
was  attacked  ;  it  was  jiromptly  suppressed,  owing  to  his 
enero'v  and  courage.     In  1831  he  was  elected  to  Congress 
and  served  one  term,  from  March  4,  1835,  to  March  4,  1837. 
He  declined  a  re-election,  with  the  intention  of  retiring 
from  business,  and  leaving  city  life  for  the  quiet  of  a  rural 
home.     In  May,  1837,  the  memorable  panic  arose,  which 
brought    innumerable    houses    to    bankrui^tcy.      Gideox 
Lee  &  Co.  held  large  stocks  of  leather  in  their  stores  and 
in  tanneries.     It  was  impossible,  in  that  momentous  crisis, 
to  realize   upon  them.     The  firm  were  leaned  upon  by 
several  concerns  to  whom   they  had  been  accustomed  to 
render  assistance.    They  were  obliged,  to  use  an  expression 
much  in  vogue  in  ]3eriods  of  financial  straits,  to  "take  care 
of  both  sides  of  the  bill  book."     Their  bills  payable  they 
met   at   maturity  ;    their  bills   receivable  they  could  not 
collect.     To  fortify    themselves    against  any    and  every 
danger,  Mr.  Kxapp  was  despatched  to  Boston  to  negotiate 
a  loan  from  Ebexezer  Fraxcis,  on  the  pledge  of  leather 
at  half  price  as  security.     Mr.  Francis  received  the  pro- 
posal with  satisfaction,  perceiving  a  good  opportunity  to 
put  some   of  his  money  where  it  would  command  good 
interest.    But  he  warned  Mr.  Knapp  that  he  should  charge 
him  a  high  rate.     His  idea  of  usance,  however,  was  some- 
thing like  that  of  Oliver  Surface,  in  Sheridan's  great 
comedy,  for  when  he  was  asked,   "how  much?"  he  said, 
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with   nil  ('\i(lciit    iuis-i\  iiiu-  I  li.it    In-   would   lif  tiikcii    for  a 
Siivi.(M'K,  "  (Mirlit  per  cent.  |ifi'  .iiiinim."      Mr.  Knm'P  f«'lt 
relit'ved  ;   he  IkkI    just    cituu'  froni  .-i  ciiy  wlp-rc  :i    niaii   was 
Colisidcretl  \<'vy  lui'ky  if  Ih'  could   |ir('\:iil   upon  nuyliody  to 
lend  liiin  luoiiry  on  lirsl  chiss  colhiti'ials.  :it  twelve'  per  ('<'iit., 
;iud  tliiTt'  were  borrowers  wlio  were  l'oi-ce(l  to  \y.\y  thirty  per 
ci'iii.     Tlie  hiirii-nin  wns  closed  without  further  j):irh*y,  .'ind 
h'Mt  hiT  sent  on  to  I'osioii  to  bi^  storctl,  iusin<'d  uud  liy]»oth- 
ccalt'd    to    an    umounl    ou    wliich    Mr.    l'''i;.\.\(is    advanced 
sloo.ooo.     Tliat  ina(h'  the  lirni  comparatively  easy  till  the 
ci-isis  was  jiasscd.     'Two  years  and  a  half  lat«'r,  that  leather 
was  sold    foi-  alinosf-  double  what  it  woidd  have  brought — 
if  it  couhl  have  been  sold  at   all    -at  the  time  the  loan  w'a.s 
procured.     Eiulii    months  after  it  was  all    closed  out  the 
market  price  declined  about    thirty-thi'cc  and  a   third  i)er 
cent. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1839,  Mr.  Li:i:  and  Mr.  Ivxaim' 
retired,  the  former  to  remove  to  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  wdiere  he 
had  i)ur(diased  a  line  estate,  and  the  latter  to  assume  the 
Presidency  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  in  Wall-street,  which 
he  held  with  so  much  distinction  for  thirty  or  more  years. 
It  w^as  Mr.  Kxapp  who  made  the  brief  but  highly  effective 
speech  at  the  meeting  of  bankers,  held  in  18f51,  to  consider 
tlie  appeal  of  Salmon  P.  (Tiiase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  their  co-ojieration  to  sustain  the  Government.  "  \Vhy, 
of  course,"  said  Mr  Kxapp,  "we  must  support  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  fullest  extent  our  means  will  allow;  if  the 
Government  is  not  sustained  we  shall  not  be  good  long  ; 
we  must  stand  or  fall  together."  The  force  of  this  argu- 
ment Avas  irresistible,  and  from  that  moment  there  were 
always  funds  enough  available  for  the  vigonms  prosecution 
of  the  struo:gle  against  rebellion.  Mr.  Kxapp  died  on  the 
2-2d  of  February,  1875,  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years. 

In  1840  Mr.  Lke  was  selected  as  one  of  the  electors  of 
the  State  of  New- York,  and  voted  for  IIaukisox  and 
Tyler.  He  had  been  a  democrat  all  his  life  until  1837. 
At  that  time  he  took  issue  with  the  Vax  Bltrex  adminis- 
tration on  the  currency  question,  and  seceded  from  the 
party,  with  a  number  of  others,  including  Nathaxiel  P. 
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Talmadge.  United  States  Senator.  They  called  them- 
selves "Conservatives,"  and  kept  up  an  organization  for  a 
year  or  two,  but  gradually  gravitated  to  and  were  merged 
in  the  Whig  party.     That  was  his  last  official  position. 

He  died  on  the  24th  of  August,  1841,  aged  68  years. 

In  person,  Gideot^  Lee  was  a  man  of  commanding 
appearance.  There  was  a  blending  of  amiability  with 
firmness  in  his  countenance  which  gave  it  a  peculiar 
fascination.  Strangers  when  they  met  him  were  very  apt 
to  look  at  him  intently  as  if  imj^ressed  with  his  striking 
personality.  He  was  tall,  erect  and  dignified.  He  was 
sometimes  stern  of  aspect,  but  never  forbidding,  for  there 
was  so  much  kindness  in  his  nature  that  it  was  pleasingly 
expressed  in  his  features.  He  had  a  thoroughly  generous 
heart,  and  was  always  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to 
young  men  seeking  to  make  their  way  in  life,  if  he  had 
faith  in  their  integrity.  He  had  no  toleration  for  anybody 
who  was  untruthful  and  disingenuous.  If  a  man  deceived 
him  once,  he  wanted  as  little  as  j)ossible  to  do  with  him 
ever  thereafter.  His  sterling  uprightness  was  the  most 
consiDicuous  trait  in  his  character. 

He  was  so  good,  so  true,  so  just,  that  if  the  human  race 
were  up  to  his  standard  in  an  ethical  point  of  view,  the  mil- 
lennium would  be  with  us.  It  seems  hardly  possible  that 
any  human  being  could  be  more  scrupulously  observant  than 
he  was  of  the  Scriptural  injunction,  "I)o  unto  others  as  ye 
would  others  should  do  unto  vou." — Isaac  H.  Bailey. 


AMBROSE  C.   KINGSLAND. 

Ambrose  C.  Kingsland  was  born  in  this  City  May  24th, 
1804,  and  died  here  October  13th  1878,  in  the  7oth  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  Mayor  of  New- York  from  1851  to  1853  ; 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  from  1851  to  1878, 
and  for  many  years  was  one  of  New- York's  representative 
merchants.  His  father  was  also  a  resident  of  this  City,  and 
was  descended  from  a  family  which  came  from  England 
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;il>():i(  IIk'  yt'Mi-  lOri.'),  and  stjttltnl  uiion  ;i  ir:ir|  cT  Inrid  situ 
;il''il<>ii  \\li:it  is  luhiwii  :is  I':iiI';h!i n's  .NCck,  Ih-iwci'M  llie 
I  la<'kriis;iclv  niid  l*;iss;iic  IiixtTs,  in  ili.-  Sialc  of  Now- 
.ItTsi'v.  The  jiatriit  for  this  track  of  laiKk  aiiioiimiii'^  to 
^i'\'eral  Illou^aIlll  cf  arnjs,  had  lircii  ohiaiiH'il  fnnii  iht; 
Hiitish  crown.  Mr.  Kinosland  was  t'diic.-it.Ml  ni  the 
i'^ricnd's  Senuiiar\  in  this  Cit  \ ,  amk  alnint  thi-  \uail82n. 
fornii'd  a  |>art  iii-rship  w  it  h  his  hrothcr.  I>ami;i.  C.  KlN(;s- 
i.\Ni».  nmh-r  thf  liiin  iianic  of  I).  iV  A.  1\.iN(;slam»,  and 
condnctt'd  a  irroccry  Imsiness  at  JNo.  IK  Jiroad-strcft. 
Aitliina  few  (h>oi's  (d'  the  place  occupied  l)yth('  lirni  in 
hilcr  years.  The  scope  of  tlie  lirni's  Imsiness  was  aflrr- 
uards  enlai'ii'ed,  greater  I'isks  were  assume;!,  and  the  h<Hise 
became  prominent  in  (lie  shipping  ti-ade,  wlnde  oil  heing 
its  siK'cialty.  This  lirm  lilted  out,  and  sent  from  this  ]>ort 
the  lirst  ship  lo  ciaiise  for  sperm  whales.  Coi;m;i.ii  >  K. 
SuiTox,  a  cousin  of  the  Kixiislands,  entered  the  lirni  in 
IS43  as  a  i)artner,  and  th(>  lirm  name  was  then  changed  to 
1>.  iV  A.  KiX(JSLA\D  &  Co.,  which  afterwards  became  I).  & 
A.  l\i\<;si.AM)  cV  Sutton.  Mr.  A^tnuosi-;  C.  Kin(.si.am> 
marri.'il  in  ISIJo  ]\Iiss  M  ai:y  Lo\  i;tt,  a  daughter  of  (ii:oU(;K 
LoviiTT,  a  successful  merchant  of  this  Cit}',  over  half  a 
century  ago. 

The  lirm  of  T>.  »?l'  A.  KiN(;sr.AM>  i^-  Sittox  continned 
until  the  death  of  Dami;i>  C,  Ki.\(;sr.ANi)  in  187:] ;  at  that 
time  if  was  transacting  a  larg(^  business  with  England, 
China  and  the  East  Indies,  the  lirm's  vessels  being  con- 
stantly employed  between  those  countries  and  the  I'nited 
:States. 

Mr.  Ki>'GSLAND  was  the  first  Mayor  of  New-Yoik 
elected  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  ami  to  him  is 
due  the  credit  of  suggesting  a  laige  public  park  for  the 
City.  The  development  of  this  idea  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  present  Central  Park.  Many  will  rememl)er 
that  during  Mr.  King5LAM)"s  term  of  oihce  a  jiroposition 
was  made  to  extend  Pine-street  through  Trinity  Church 
Yard.  The  scheme  was,  however,  strongly  opposed  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  Church  corporation,  and  linally  de- 
feated. 
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Mr.   Kiis-GSLAis^D  Lad   eight   cliildren,   several   of  whom 
survive  and  are  well  known  in  bnsiness  and  social  circles. 


ANSON    G.    PHELPS. 

AxsoN  G.  PiiKLPS  became  a  member  of  tlie  Chamber  of 
Commerce  May  Bd,  1825,  when  it  occupied  rooms  in 
the  "Tontine  Coffee  House,"  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Wall  and  Water  streets. 

His  ancestors  were  among-  the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut. 
Two  or  more  in  the  maternal  line  were  early  pastors  of  the 
Colonists — one  of  them,  Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge, 
being  settled  over  the  First  Church  in  Hartford. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  born  in  Simsbury,  March,  1781.  His 
father  "joined  the  Eevolutionarv  armv  almost  at  the  out- 
break  of  hostilities,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  Much 
of  the  time  he  was  an  officer  under  General  Greexe,  and 
he  named  this  son  Axsox  Greexe,  in  memory  of  his  old 
commander.  Captain  Thomas  Phelps  returned  from  the 
armv  broken  in  health,  and  with  onlv  worthless  Continental, 
money  for  his  seven  years'  service.  His  wife,  like  the 
wives  of  many  other  officers  and  soldiers  during  this 
struggle  for  independence,  had  been  compelled  to  support 
herself  during  most  of  the  wai".  She  was  a  woman  of 
resolute  spirit,  much  refinement,  earnest  piety  and  of  su- 
perior education  for  that  period. 

Both  parents  having  died  before  he  was  eleven  years  of 
age,  the  orphan  boy  was  placed  in  the  family  of  a  minister 
in  the  neighboring  village  of  Canton.  He  helped  the  min- 
ister in  taking  care  of  his  farm,  and  also  worked  in  the 
shop  and  store  of  an  older  brother  of  his  own.  At  eighteen 
he  found  employment  in  Hartford  at  an  establishment  for 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  saddlery  and  trunks,  and  soon 
developed  a  marked  aptitude  for  business.  When  he  had 
reached  twenty-one  he  was  sent,  during  the  winter,  to 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  secure  a  wider  market  for 
these  goods.     The  visits  were  repeated  for  three  or  four 
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seasons,  mikI  In*  then  opciicil  :i  st.ii<'  in  llnrifdnl  for  :i 
^eni^ral  hnsinoss  on  liis  own  nrcouni.  c.iiix  in^  it  on  for 
several  yeai's.  l>iiriii,i;-  lliis  tiiih'  In-  liKurird  Oi.inia  !•'(,- 
(ii.isi'oN,  a  (U'sccndanl  of  ()i.i\i,u  C)i.<o:r,  on--  d  llie 
ori!_;iii;il  I'Minders  of  tlie  city. 

In  iSl.'i  he  renio\  etl  to  Ne\v-^'ork  .-iinl  I'-^laMi^hed  liiin-clf 
as  a  (h'airr  in  iiii'lals,  I  Ic  was  unnsiiaUy  snccessfid,  :in<l 
exh'iidi'd  his  !  I'ansaclioiis  in  \  a  rim  is  direct  ions,  l-'or  ;i  hin;^ 
I  iiip'  hi'  \\a>  auciil  and  pari  ow  iier  of  1  lie  oM  lim-  of  ]iaeki'ts 
riiiiidiiLC  to  Charh'slon.  Latei- on  he  foiiiifd  a  ji:irl  ii'r-hi|i 
wiih  I'll  i->ii  A  ri;(  K,  ;iiid  the  lirni  of  I'liri.i's  iV  l*i:(  k.  to 
aid  in  |i:iyi!ii;-  foi'  the  nirials  they  imported,  becann'  hir^e 
l>nivhasers  and  shi])i)ers  of  cotton  to  I-amland.  'I'hey  also 
niannfactni'ed  wire  at  Haverstraw  on  the  Hudson.  In  1i<'.)'2 
1  hi'ir  warehouse,  at  the  corner  of  l^'nlton  ami  ClilV  streets, 
fell  in  fioiii  (>xcessive  weiiclit  of  tin  and  cotton,  ami  several 
clerks  and  workmen  were  killed.  Soon  afier  this  catas- 
lro])he  the  lirm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  PiiKi.i's  associated 
wiih  himself  his  two  sons-indaw,  William  I",.  l)oi)oi;:i!id 
])am  i;l  .1  AM  I  s,  the  lalter  going  to  Liverpool  to  cany  on 
the  Imsiness  under  the  title  of  Piii:li's,  .Iamks  cV  Co., 
while  tlie  New- York  honse  took  the  name  of  1^iii;li's, 
1)<H)(;k  «\:  Co.  A  co])])er  mill  in  connection  with  the 
business  was  estal)lished  at  P>irmingham,  Conn.,  and  sub- 
sequently the  advantageons  \vater-i)0wer  of  the  Nangatnck 
Kiverwas  utilized  somewhat  above  this  ])oint,  and  a  mill 
planted  there  for  the  manufacture  of  brass  kettles. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  present  tloiirishing  town 
of  Ansonia.  so  called  fi-(>m  tin-  uiven  n;nn<'  of  Mi'.  riii.Li'S. 
The  oi'iginal  I'acioiy  has  grown  into  larger  establishments, 
one  of  which  i>  the  ••  Ansouiti  Clock  Comp;iiiy.""  In  mhlit  ion 
to  his  oih.'i'  iindei'takings,  ^Ii-.  Piii;li'>  bccanL'  also  exten- 
si\('ly  interested  in  pine  lands  in  Peiinsyh  ani:i. 

When  he  first  came  to  New  -York  he  resided  on  Broadway, 
near  l^'nl ton-street,  and  ojiposite  JSt.  Paul's  Church,  lb- 
afterwards  moved  into  Beekman-str<M't,  for  greater  (puci. 
and  to  (Mijoy  a  s})acions  fruit  garden.  Still  later,  he  (»ccn]»ie(l 
a  dwelling-house  in  Clilf,  between  Paltou  and  John  streets, 
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at  tlmt  time  a  retired  neighborhood,  devoted  exclusively  to 
private  residences. 

He  made  large  purchases  of  real  estate  in  the  upper  part 
of  tlie  City,  on  the  East  Eiver,  at  the  foot  of  30th  to  34th 
streets.  On  a  portion  of  this  property  there  stood  the  old 
Ilossack  mansion,  surrounded  hv  gardens,  which  ran  down 
to  the  bold  and  rocky  bank  of  the  river.  Here  Mr.  Phelps 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life,  and  here,  not  long  after 
returning  from  a  journey  to  Europe  for  his  failing  health, 
he  died,  November  30th,  1853,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  not  only  known  as  a  merchant  who  had 
enjoyed  a  remarkal:)le  career  of  prosperity,  and  acquired 
large  wealth,  but  he  had  also  a  wide  reputation  as  a  public 
benefactor  and  Christian  philanthropist. 

He  Avas  President  of  the  IVew-York  Asylum  for  the 
Blind,  and  also  the  Branch  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
established  in  the  State  of  New- York.  He  took  a  special 
interest  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  believed  it  could 
be  made  an  effective  instrumentality  in  carrying  Christian 
civilization  into  the  interior  of  Africa. 

He  was  a  manager  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  the 
American  Trnct  Society,  the  Seamen's  Friends  Society, 
and  of  the  Peace  Society.  He  was  likewise  a  liberal  pro- 
moter of  Foreign  and  Home  Missions,  of  Temperance, 
Sunday  Schools  and  similar  organizations.  His  will  con- 
tained bequests  for  charitable  and  religious  purposes  ex- 
ceeding S500,0{)(). 

He  was  a  man  of  simple  habits  and  wholly  averse  to  dis- 
play. He  loved  to  accumulate,  both  from  an  ambition  to 
achieve  large  results,  and  also  because  it  was  his  distinct 
])urpose  and  ^^leasure  to  use  his  means  for  the  good  of  his 
fellow  men  and  the  promotion  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
He  was  long  a  member  of  the  old  "  Brick  Church,"  stand- 
ing on  the  site  now  occupied  hy  the  Times  building,  and 
then  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Gardixer  Spring,  D.  J).  He 
subsequently  aided  in  founding  the  Mercer-street  Church, 
whose  i^astor,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Phelps'  death.  Rev. 
George  L,  Prentiss,  D.  D.,  describes  him  as  having  a 
strong  and  original  character,  remarkable  for  self-reliance, 
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nil  ii'on  will,  solid  and  coiiipivlKMisivc  jndi;iiicnt.  :i  saj^JU'lous 
])(>\V('r  of  foiiiMrKiliiiii  ;nii|  I'Mifcast,  iiiiliiiiiLC  iMTSfVcraiH't*, 
<^ood  conmioii  sense,  and  possessinLr  a  ••"iisf ihitinii  cajcdtlc 
of  iinincnse  lalior  and  t'ndni'ancc. 

lie  had  a   lii'oad,  lii-nily  kiiil  fiaiin',  wiili  a  coininanilinj^ 

presenct\   and   a  face  full  ,,\'  ininuli'il  lii'inncss  and  hiMievo- 

leiu'e.      Ilis     ddiiirsiic    life    exhihiled     stroni^    and    tend«?r 

,aire('ti<tiis,    inte||ii,^'n(  ami   i)ei-\;i(lini;-  i>i<'ty,    and    a  s.il.-niii 

sense  of  ]M'rsonal  rosponsihiiily  («>  (i<'i». 

He  l.'fi  ;iii  only  son.  heariiii:;  his  father's  niiine,  mpl  f'Hir 
nni'i'ied  (hiiii;'hters.      Jlis  w  ife  siii'\i\e  j  him  :i  few  \-e;ii-s. 


GEORGE    T.    HOPE. 

(Jkoh;;!-;  T.  JIoim:,  a  distingiiislu'd  l^mlerwriter.  hoj-n 
Sepreinl):M-  i?(>th,  1818,  in  the  town  of  Hopewell,  ( >ianire 
Connly,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  passed  his  childhood  an<l  "-arly 
yonth,  died  .Inly  'JTlh,  ]88.">,  at  his  home  in  I3ny  llidi^e, 
Long  Island. 

From  his  fathei-,  Ri:ur.i:\  ll(»i'i:.  born  in  I'aigland,  of 
irngneimr  ])arentage,  and  his  mother,  a  danghter  of  :i 
soldier  of  the  American  devolution,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  inherited  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  were 
the  antecedent  possibility  of  liis  subsequent  distinction. 
AVhile  yet  a  youth  his  family  became  resident  in  the  City 
of  New-York,  Avhere  his  l)usiness  career  was  accomplished. 
He  was  married  in  lS-i4  to  Miss  A. Ml:: lia  Hays,  who,  with 
their  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  survives 
him. 

He  began  his  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  Jefferson 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Xew-York,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  and  in  that  position  so  won  the  esteem  of  the 
directors  ior  ability  and  integrity  that  he  was  promoted  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  that  Company  when  he  was  but 
little  more  than  seventeen  years  of  a£!:e.  In  this  olhce  lie 
remained  with  increasing  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  his  Company  for  nearly  seventeen  years,     louring   this 
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period  his  superior  abilities  and  untiring  industry  made 
him  master  of  his  profession,  and  pre-eminently  helpful 
in  all  organized  effort  for  promoting  the   efficiency  and 
stability  of  insurance  incorporations,  while  his  conscien- 
tious judgment  and  decision  of  character  qualified  him  for 
leadership  in  all  the  relations  of  his  business.    He  served 
as  an   active   member  of  the  New-York  Volunteer  Fire 
Department  for  several  years,  in  order  that  he  might  learn 
by  personal  observation  the  j^erils  of  the  business  to  which 
heAvas  devoted,  and  the  exposure  to  overwhelming  disaster 
to  property  owners  which  constantly  menaced  them.    This 
experience  led  him,  in  connection  with  other  officers  and 
managers  of  Insurance  Companies,  to  secure  the  adoption 
of  measures  of  reform  in  the  construction  of  buildings,  and 
of  methods  of  defence  against  conflagrations,  such  as  an 
ample  supply  of  water  and  steam  fire  apparatus,  &c.,  and 
these  i^ublic  benefits  have  proven  to  be  of  inestimable  value 
and  importance,  not  only  to  the  City  of  NeAv-York,  but  to 
other  cities  of  our  country  also.    In  respect  of  his  practical 
efficiency  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  it  may  be  said  with 
emphasis,  that  he  was  not  only  "abreast  of  his  time,"  but 
a  pioneer  in  the  march  of  reform  and  improvement.     At 
the  close  of  1852  the  organization  of  the  Continental  [Fire] 
Insurance  Company  of  New- York  was  consummated.    The 
incorporators    of   this    Company  were    among    the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  New- York,  Avho,  feeling  the 
want  of  adequate  indemnity  against  loss  by  fire,  by  which 
the    City  was    constantly  menaced,    and   by  Avhich    the 
j)rosperity   of  its   mercantile  interests   was   embarrassed, 
determined  to  establish  a  Company  Avhicli  would  be  equal 
to  the  demand  felt.     The  capital  Avas  fixed  at  $500,000, 
nearly  double  the  paid-up  capital  of  any  other  Company 
in  NeAv- York.    Mr.  Hope  Avas  induced  to  leave  the  position 
he  had  filled  so  acceptably  and  for  so  long  a  period  in  the 
Jefferson,  and  become  the  Secretary  of  the  neAv  Continental 
Company,  in  Avhich  oflice  he  continued  until  May,  1857, 
Avhen  he  AA\as  elected  President  of  the  Company,  in  place 
of  its  first  President,  the  Hon.  William  Y.  Brady,  Avho 
resigned.     An  implied  condition  of  Mr.  Hope's  acceptance 
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of  III"'  (.llicf  of  Sfciflniy  \\:is.  )li;il  I  In-  ( '>  iiil  iiM'iil:il  \\  oiild, 
:it  ;i  pi'ii|i<'r  time  in  tli<'  t'liiiiic,  mlnpt  \\li:it  In*  n'^sirdrd  n 
tll"^l  imj>(>rt;iiii  >y>iiMi  ol"  Itiisiiit'ss,  which  is  kncwii  :is  t|j«' 
'■  l*.iiii<'i|i;it  i'lii  riMii,"  by  which  ]i;iti«'iis  of  th"-  ( '(iiiipaiiy 
\\fi-.'  iiKhh'  lo  |i:iil  icipiih'  in  llif  judlils  ol'  llic  ('  iiii|i;iiiy\s 
l)iisiiM'ss.  wiihoiil  iiicuii  iiii;'  :iiiy  Ii:il>ilily  w  h;iti\  ••!•.  'I'his 
])hm  liad  lirrii  Mil  iidiiuhly  <'lal)(»r;itcd  iiy  Mr.  llni'i.  n<pMi<* 
years  piidi-  lo  [his  liim-.  and  he;  sought  to  ,l,m\<-  il  luaclii-al 
t'll'ccl.  1 1  was  a(h>jit('d  by  I  Ik-  Coiiipaiiy,  and  Wi-nt  into 
(>j)cralion  .lnl\  Isi.  is.'iH:  was  |ii'oserntc(l  wiih  it-niai  kahle 
success  until.  I'y  the  irrcat  coTdlauratioii  in  (Jhicni^o,  in 
()ctol)('r,  1S7L  ihr  soundness  cd'  I  lie  system  uas  ^M-andly 
])ro\en,  ami  iis  ini|Miiiaiice  clearly  deaioiistrated,  by  tli<' 
])reser\ation  nidinpaiied  of  tin'  icimtation  ami  solvency  of 
the  Company,  while  it  ])aid  one  hundred  cents  to  the 
dollai'  for  every  just  claim,  i'or  losses  air^re,sj:atinir  moi'e 
than  sl.7.")(>.< )()().  three  and  a  half  times  its  cajtital  ;  m-ither 
of  which  Jesuits  could  liave  been  realized  without  that 
husbanding  of  resources  whicdi  the  "  Pai'ticipatiou  Plan," 
the  outcome  of  Mr.  Hope's  sagacity^  was  intended  to 
acc(ini[ili>li. 

Devotedly  attached  to  their  chief  officer,  and  jimhk]  of 
til''  siilemlid  r.'Cdrd  the  Company  had  made  umler  his  ad- 
niiuistration,  the  stockliolders  prom])th'  adopted  the  le- 
commendation  of  their  olRcers  and  directors  to  re-inforce 
the  position  of  the  Company  by  doubling  the  amcmnt 
of  its  capital,  and  i>aying  into  its  funds  the  re(iuired  sum 
of  s."")()0,()0()  within  ninety  tlavs.  About  one  year  later  tin* 
great  lire  in  l)Oston  occurred,  inliicting  upon  the  Conti- 
nental a  lossof  s.")! )o, ( )( )( ).  Here,  airain,  tlie  sturdy  conli(h*nce 
<W  the  Company  in  its  chief  was  indicated  by  submitting 
to  an  assessment  of  fortj''  per  cent,  upon  its  new  capital, 
which  required  the  i)ayment  of  s4(i(t,(i()(>  more  into  its 
fumls.  On  these  occasions  of  stui)endous  disaster  stock- 
holders and  other  capitalists  displayed  their  i-einarkable 
conlidence  in  the  reliability  of  the  Company's  management 
by  subscribing  in  each  instance  more  than  tw  ice  the  sum 
needed  to  meet  the  requirement. 

To  these  distinixuishing  features  of  management  must  be 
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added  what  is  known  as  "  the  New- York  Surplns  Law," 
under  the  operation  of  which,  protits  of  a  Company's 
business  ( whicli  under  the  statute  may  be  divided  in  cash 
to  stockholders)  are  deposited  with  the  Snperintendent  of 
the  Insurance  Department  as  x)rotection  to  tliose  policy- 
holders who  are  not  involved,  in  case  of  an  overwhelming 
conflagTation.  The  wisdom,  equity,  conservatism  and  liber- 
ality of  this  valuable  addition  to  the  Insurance  laws  of  our 
State  would,  of  itself,  perpetuate  the  honored  memory  of 
the  underwriter  to  whom  its  existence  is  mainly  due. 

Notwithstanding  the  numberless  exactions  of  his  posi- 
tion, he  found  time  for  thought  and  helpful  effort  in  con- 
nection with  many  important  organizations,  commercial, 
social  and  religious,  to  which  he  was  chosen  by  the  partial- 
ity of  his  acquaintances.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  from  1857  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Baptist  Publication  Society,  and  a 
member  of  other  kindred  societies. 

Such  was  the  subject  of  our  sketch  as  he  was  known  to 
those  with  whom  he  became  associated  in  his  business. 
But  that  would  be  a  very  inadequate  presentation  of  our 
subject,  which  should  fail  to  notice  that  excellences  of 
character  which  appeared  in  him  in  his  intercourse  with 
men  in  business,  Avere  the  practical  expressions  of  social, 
moral  and  religious  qualities,  which  were  the  constituent 
characteristics  of  the  man.  The  ideal  of  true  manliness 
entertained  by  him  was  exalted.  It  implied  a  social  order 
requiring  personal  probity,  intellectual  culture,  commercial 
uprightness  and  refinement  of  manners ;  a  moral  code 
which  was  no  other  than  the  Decalogue  ;  and  a  religious 
life  whose  absolute  impersonation  Avas  He  who,  "  wdiile  in 
the  world,  was  the  light  of  the  w^orld,''  and  whose  word  of 
insx)iration  was,  "  Follow  thou  Me." 


JEREMIAH    P.   ROBINSON. 

Jeremiah  Potter  Eobinson  was  born  in  South  Kings- 
town, Rhode  Island,  August  ISth,  1819,  and  entered  into 
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its!  Mt  r)]()i»kl\  II.  Aiiuu^t  ".'I'lli.  l^sd.     'I'o  liis  l(i\iiii^  fi-inids 

lliis    sciiljil  iiircl    iccdid    (,r  Mich   ;i    life  scciMS  jis  r«)I<|   and 

Ipart  li'^s  as  iln-  iiiail>l«'  i>v  Liiaiiilc  ii!i  which   il    is  iuscrilicd. 

And  when  ihc  hi>l(ii\    in  ils  I'ldh'!' di-lails   is  all  (•(•iiiiih'Icd. 

Mic  hnnucr  i.r   ihchcail   willslill    rcniain    nnsalisliiMl.      Mr. 

IJoia  .N^-iiN  was  a   lineal    disccinlanl    of   ni-n    I'ainons   in    iln- 

annals  mI"  Ni'w    Mn  inland.      If  w  c  lio  l>ack  six  Licnciai  ion-^  w  c 

lind    ( .'.i\  cnior   \\iii.i\m    IJi>ia\siiN.    ihiil'iy.     icxcrcd    and 

h(iin>ivd    anmnu'    ihc    hii:'li    ollicials    «if    iln-    Sialc;    and    all 

down  ill''  line   llic    rccmil    n\'  ihr    family  is   alnm-^i    ci|nally 

illii^l  lions,      (iimaii;  (\    Koijinson    followed  coninieicc  on 

the   sea.    and     was    snddenly    <'alle<l    from    eailhly    life    al 

Canton,    China,   a!    the  a^T  of  '.>.\    Icaxinu'  li\e    small   chij 

di'iMi.  of  w  lioni  .1  ia;i;M!  AH  was  t  he  cldcsr,  to  I  he  care  of  i  In- 

yonni:'  mother,  withont  the  fortnim  lie  hoped  to  ac(|inic  foi- 

ihein  in  his  life  <if  ad\  eiii  ni'e. 

'riiel>(i\    ivniaiiied  with  Ids   maternal   u'fand  fat  lie|-,  ,1  r  i;k- 
MiAii    Nii,i;->    roiTia;.  wIioowikmI  a   lafu'r   lamled   esfjite  in 
Sonlh  Kinu'stow  ti.  nnlil  he  was  t  w  el\  c  yeais  of  an'c.  litow  inir 
sfroiiii- anil   stni'dy   in   lalior   npoii    the    farm,  and    recei\inir 
only  sncli  cdiical  ion   as  w;is  li'ivcn   in    the  (■(immon   vc||i,(,ls 
of  that  day.      lie  then  scrxcil  a  little  over  two  yeai's  in  the 
UToccry   store  of  his    nm'le   at    ]New]iort.    spent    two   years 
more    woikinu'    in    the    lield.   and.   at    the   i\'fi:v  of  sixteen. 
Avi-inuin_u  a  relin-tant  conseiil    fiom   his  anxious  mothei-.  he 
canu'  to  New-York.     This  i;(»al  of  his  ns]iii-ations  in    ls:Ui 
was    widely    dilVerent     from    the    ii'i'ent    nietro]to]is    of    the 
])i-esent    day,   Init    it   always   gave    a    chillinti:   welcome    to 
those  who  came  to  seek  their  fortunes  at  its   hainls.  and 
its    hoin)rs   and   gains   were   never   to   l>e    had    except    l»y 
patient.    ])erseveiing:   toil,   and    a    pluck    an<l    energy  that 
will  not   l)t^  denied.     This  temjier  and  these  gifts  the  Itoy 
lu'onght  with  liim.  and  l>y   tlnii'  excn'cise  In-  wiought  for 
himself  a  home  for  his  adventnr(»us  feet. 

After  a  long  weary  seaich  in  quest  of  emphtynieiit.  ]\n  at 
Inst  found  a  situation  in  the  store  of  E.  P.  A:  A.  W  o(»i>- 
KiFi'.  dealers  in  1ish.  salt  and  provisions.  All  that  was 
pnmiisfMl  him  for  his  toil,  early  and  late,  and  his  untiring 
devotion  to  his  employers'  interests,  was  liis  board  iu  the 
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family  of  one  of  them,  and  lie  was  to  farnisli  his  own 
wardrobe.  But  he  was  not  daunted,  and  he  rendered  such 
faithful  and  intelligent  service  that  he  soon  won  for  himself 
a  more  lucrative  position.  Many  eyes  were  npon  him, 
noticing  his  skill  and  lidelity,  and  he  received  many  tempt- 
ing offers  to  change  his  quarters,  hut  he  clung  to  the  one 
establishment,  and  after  four  years  became  so  essential  to 
the  business  that  he  was  taken  into  x^artnership.  He  was 
soon  the  real  head  of  the  firm,  and  continued  so  through 
all  the  changes  of  its  members  by  death  and  retirement. 

The  story  of  his  sagacity  and  enterprise  in  developing 
the  river  front  of  Brooklyn  is  too  long  to  be  told  in  this 
brief  sketch.  His  association  with  the  late  William 
Bi:aiid  in  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  warehouse 
and  dock  property,  and  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Basin, 
which  have  added  so  largely  to  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  the  City  in  Avhich  he  built  his  home,  gave  a  fresh  direction 
to  his  business  activity,  and  largely  augmented  a  fortune 
already  amj^le  for  his  support.  He  was  also  interested  in 
the  great  East  River  Suspension  Bridge,  and  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  the  promotion  of  that  successful  enterprise. 
From  first  to  last,  he  was  always  the  same  active,  wise, 
energetic  man  of  l)usiness,  kind  and  liberal  to  his  workmen 
and  employees,  and  true  to  all  the  interests  committed  to 
his  hands. 

This  is  but  the  liald  outline  of  a  career  that  was  one 
unbroken  success  from  boyhood  to  his  maturer  years ;  and 
it  fails,  after  all,  in  revealing  the  man  as  he  was  cherished 
ill  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  liiiiL  best.  In  person,  he 
was  broad  shouldered,  deep  chested,  comely  in  face, 
dignified  in  his  bearing,  but  in  his  home  was  gentle  and 
simple-hearted  as  a  child.  He  was  broad  and  liberal  in  his 
charities.  He  never  acquired  a  dollar  by  those  methods 
which  increase  the  fortunes  of  so  many  who  count  their 
gains  in  millions.  His  enterprises  were  all  in  the  line  of 
legitimate  business.  His  activities,  if  they  brought  gain  to 
himself,  were  also  useful  to  others,  and  every  dollar  of  the 
large  estate  he  left  was  honestly  and  fairly  earned. 

He  had  a  strong  helping  hand  for  his  fellows,  in  times  of 
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tin:i!ici:il  ]iriil  mnl  ili-l  ii's-,  .-iihI  1ii-s|(m.(|  in  I  In- roiiinitiiiii  \ 
;is  ;i  |(t\\t'r  of  ->!  ii'Ml;!  h  iiinl  ->ii|i|h)|  |   in  \\\,-  (|;i\  s  nf  luisiiifss 
di'jiiosidii,    w  lifii    ilii'   lii'Miis   (if  s(i   in;iii\    I'.-iiliil    tlicni    fni- 
It'.-ii-.       Ill'    did    111. I     uii'W     li:iid    ;iiii|    ^I'lr!--!!    :is    his    lii-lics 

ilKTt'Ilsrd.      lull       Mliili'      I  llnllulll  I'll!      ;il|i|      Ci  >n --id' M':!  1 1  •     fif     lll(> 

wcH'iirt'  id"  ulliris.  with  t'\ci\  :iddi'd  \»':ir  of  |ici-.si in;d 
]»r()sj)('iii  \  ,  ;iiid.  dcwii  In  llir  chisr  of  his  f.irihly  scrv  ice, 
ln'  iiKiiiilaiiiiMJ  ;i  iiainc  niiMdlird  liy  ;i  siiiuh'  >l;iiii. 

licttt'i'  .siilh;iii(l  irlowiiiu"  willi  II«'n,ven's  own  r:idi:ni('e, 
wa^his  ivliuioii-^  lift' ;iiid  clKirMctri-.  W'il  h  dfrp  huiiiilil  v 
and  a  iiviifrmis  ['orlM'araiicf  in  his  Ireatiiioiil  (d"  olliiTs.  hi- 
"Nvas  always  tlit^  consistent  Cliristian  .ireiilleiiiaii.  Ih'  was 
loyal  to  his  failii.  and  was  ni'V<'r  aslianieil  to  a\o\\  his 
atla<dinit'nt  to  truth  and  riuhtrousin'ss.  l*nt  no  jm-h  can 
do  full  justice  to  siicli  a  life  an<l  cliarat'l(M'.  Nor  is  a  ])oi-- 
ti'ail  nccdi'd  for  I  hose  w  lio  l\n''w  and  loved  him.  They  miss 
his  liini  and  mnidy  ste|».  and  the  warm  ^rasp  of  liis  IVi'-ndly 
liaud,  lint  liis  mennu'v  is  a  constant  i)i'esence  both  in  the 
I  clierislied  Imme  and  l]ie  business  circles  adorned  with  his 
l)i'i,ii"lit  example.  Ills  Avidow  followed  him  to  the  land  of 
rest  a  few  A\eeks  since,  ]ea\inu'  four  allectiuiiate  <-liiIdren  to 
mourn  I  he  depart  lire  of  ;i  fond  and  faillil'iil  ni(»tliei\  ]^it 
they  jiave  a  ]iriceless  inheritance  in  tin*  radiaiu-e  of  a  life 
no  sliadow  can  evei*  (doiid.  Its  liii'lit  went  not  out  ai  the 
evenin.n"  hour,  but  amid  the  ^u-olden  ^lori's  of  its  setting  sun 
it  totilv  on  the  immortality  of  an  endle-s  da}*. — Day  it*  M. 
Stoxk. 


THOMAS  B.  CODDINGTON. 

Thomas  Bi'TL?:ii  Coi>i»ino  ion  was  born  at  l^eiih  Amboy, 
Xew-.Ter.sey,  December  r)tli.  IS14.  Tie  was  the  son  of  .buix 
and  Martha  CoDDiNirrox.  and  a  descendant  of  William 
ConnixoTOX,  tlie  first  Governor  of  Khode  Island.  During; 
his  infancy  his  father  Avaslost  at  sea.  and  wlien  he  was  Itut 
seven  years  tdd  his  mother  <lied,  leavin.ir  two  sons,  David, 
who  lived  only  to  attain  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  Tuuma.s, 
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tlie  subject  of  this  sketch.  After  the  death  of  his  mother, 
II  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  character  and  intellect,  he 
Avas  cared  for  and  educated  l)y  an  only  nncle,  and  his 
grandmother  Coddixgtox.  When  about  lifteen  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  Xew-York.  and  Avent  into  the  office  of 
James  A.  Mooke,  a  white  lead  merchant,  who  took  a 
marked  interest  in  the  boy,  and  during  the  few  years  he 
was  with  him,  his  house  was  open  to  him  as  a  home. 
When  al)out  eighteen,  having  been  provided  with  letters  of 
introduction,  he  started  for  New-Orleans,  but  the  cholera 
breaking  out  tliere,  he  returned  in  less  than  a  year  to  New- 
York,  and  engaged  in  a  commission  business.  In  the  year 
1835  he  formed  the  firm  of  T.  B.  Coddingtox  &  Co., 
establishing  himself  in  Broad-street  in  the  metal  business. 
The  following  year  he  married  Almiha  Price,  daughter 
of  the  Eev.  Elipiialet  Peice,  a  Presbyterian  Minister. 

For  a  short  time  he  made  his  home  in  Brooklyn,  bnt 
subsequently  removed  to  New- York.  In  1854  he  added 
the  importation  of  bar  iron  and  steel  to  that  of  metals,  and 
later  established  a  house  in  Liverpool,  England,  under  the 
same  firm  name.  In  1809  he  went  to  England,  and  for 
sev*^ral  years  resided  with  his  family  in  London,  returning 
to  Xew-York  in  1876.  So  long  as  he  lived,  he  maintained 
his  connection  with  the  business  he  had  founded,  which 
had  increased  in  magnitude  and  importance,  until  his  lirm 
had  become  widely  known,  as  one  of  the  foremost  houses 
in  the  metal  trade. 

During  his  business  career  of  more  than  half  a  century, 
Mr.  CoDDixGTox  displayed  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
qualities  which  distinguished  and  adorned  the  best  mer- 
chants of  his  time.  He  was  remarkable  for  the  quickness 
of  his  perceptions,  his  promptitude  in  action,  and  the 
courage  and  cheerfulness  with  which  he  met  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  commercial  life  ;  and,  while  his  high  character 
and  abilities  commanded  the  respect  and  coniidence  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact,  his  genial 
disposition,  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  and  his  ready  sym- 
pathy and  helpfulness,  won  their  friendliness  and  regard. 

His   energy  and  sagacity,    and  his   wide  acquaintance 
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wiili  iiii'ii   ,-iiiil   ,ill':iir^.  ("iii'-fi]    his  services  lo  In-  <lesii-i'<l  ]ty 

lli;ill\'  (•(  >I|H  .|;il  idlis  ;ill(t   sucielies.  ;i||(|   |f(|   lo  his  co  (i|ier:ilioII 

w  il  h  I  hem  ill  ;i  n  (ilhci.-il  (•:i]i;n-ily. 

Ml.    (    I  ihM  NC  I  I 'N    \\;i--    :i     leliLlii  Ills     llllin.    .-IIhI    ihe   illtll|e|lC(! 

of  his  iiiioht  nisi\  e  I'liilh  \\:is  iii;i  iii  fe-^i  ill  hi--  life.  He 
\\;is  ;i  lilcmlter  .-ind  ;i  \  e->l  |_\  iiiiiii  (if  (ir;ice  ('IiiikIi.  ihis 
City,    lu    which    he    \\;is    sti'oTiu-ly    :ill:i<'he(|,    .hkI    tuck    :m 

:icii\e     illlelesl      ill     (|i(>res;iii     :ilT,iirs.     ;iii(l      ill     ihosc     of     !he 

('hiiii'h  .-iI  l;ii'ii-»'.  l"'or  iii;iii\  ye;irs  he  \s;is  :i  'I'riistcc  ;in<l 
TieMsiiier  (if  ilieTiiiiilx    I'lihlie  Schools,   :iii(i.  :il    the  lime 

of    his    (|e;ilh,    W  ;is  'rre;|S|||vr  (if    the    (lelienij     ('olivejliidli     of 

the  Protestant   I'^iiscopal  ('hiirrji  in  ihe  liiiied  States. 

In  all  siicli  rehitions  lie  nianih-sted  ilic  same  aliility  and 
(^(licieiicy  ihal  characterized  his  condiicf  in  othei- alVairs  of 
life,  and  nia<h'  liini  a  xalnaMe  coiinseHor  and  coadjiilor  in 
all  the  ent('i'i)ri.s('s  in  which  he  was  eiifiaiicd. 

M  V.  ( 'oDDixciTox  was  a  iiian  of  line  presence  and  iinii^iial 
physical  streiiii-tli,  and  althougli  lie  was  iheii  in  his  seventy- 
second  yeai',  his  dealli.  on  the  ^IM  of  i^'elnnai-y.  188(5.  after 
a  brief  illness,  was  a  suriuise  as  well  as  a  great  grief  to  his 
many  friends.  I  le  has  left  behind  liitn  an  hoiioi'ed  name, 
and  a  meniurv  which  is  li-rateful  to  all  who  knew  him. 


GEORGE    W.    BLUNT. 

Gi':oiiGE  William  Blt'xt  was  born  in  Newbiwyiioit, 
Mass.,  March  nth.  1802.  and  died  in  this  City,  April  I'.tth, 
1878,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  fathei-, 
ED;>[rNi)  Maiicii  Blunt,  was  a  writer  on  nautical  subjects, 
and  the  anthor  and  i)nb]isher  of  "Blunt's  Coast  Pilot," 
the  first  edition  of  which  Avas  issned  in  1 790,  and  subseqncnt- 
ly  translated  into  most  of  the  European  languag(^s.  When 
his  father  retired  from  the  management,  GE0i:(ii-:  William 
continued  the  publication  nntil  1860,  when  it  was  sold 
to  the  Government.  Mr.  Blunt  followed  the  sea  before 
he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  gave  considerable  study 
to  navigation.     In  1822  he  began  business  as  a  jDublisher 
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of  charts  and  nautical  works,  at  the  corner  of  Water 
and  Fulton  streets,  in  a  building  which  stood  on  the  site 
where  the  United  States  Hotel  now  stands.  The  business 
was  moved  from  there  to  Water-street  and  Maiden  Lane, 
and  subsequently  to  Water-street  and  Burling  Slip,  and 
there  continued,  hy  Edmujn^d  and  George  W.  Blunt, 
until  1SG6.  The  latter  assisted  his  brother,  Edmund,  in  the 
surveys  of  New- York  Harbor,  Bahama  Banks  and  George's 
Shoals,  all  of  which  were  made  on  i3rivate  account.  The 
United  States  Coast  Survey  was  not  then  in  active  operation. 
In  1834  Mr.  Blunt  called  the  attention  of  the  United  States 
Government  to  the  superiority  of  the  Fresnel  light  for  use 
in  light-houses,  and,  upon  the  request  of  his  brother, 
Edmund,  this  light  was  subsequently  adopted,  and  in  1852 
the  iDresent  Light-house  Board  was  organized. 

George  W.  Blunt  Avas  selected  in  1845  as  one  of  a 
commission  to  organize  the  present  system  of  pilotage  for 
the  Port  of  New- York.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  also 
elected  him  a  Pilot  Commissioner,  which  office  he  held  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  April  5,  1842,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  associates.  He  was  for  five  years  a  trustee  of 
the  Seamen's  Retreat,  two  years  a  Commissioner  of  Emi- 
gration, President  of  the  Commission  for  Licensing  Sailors' 
Boarding  Houses,  a  member  of  the  Marine  Society,  one  of 
the  first  members  of  the  Union  League  Club,  and  the  oldest 
director  in  the  Manhattan  Company.  The  greatest  service 
Mr.  Blunt  rendered  this  community  was  his  untiring  vigi- 
lance in  preventing  encroachments  on  New- York  harbor, 
and  urging  measures  for  its  protection  and  imi^rovement ;  to 
these  subjects  he  devoted  much  of  his  time.  During  the 
war  he  was  one  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  examine  ap- 
plicants for  the  volunteer  Navy,  and  at  that  time  furnished 
the  Government  with  able  and  competent  officers.  In 
other  respects  he  was  an  active  and  earnest  worker,  and 
never  grudged  the  service  it  was  in  his  power  to  render 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  generally.  Mr.  Blunt  had 
two  children,  daughters,  both  of  whom  survived  him. 


I!I<m;i:aI'|IIC  AI.    SK  I.ICII  KSS.  \TJ 


JONATHAN    GOCJUUUE. 

Tlil^   fliiiiiciil     ip.iTcliMiiI    \\;is    Imiiii    ill    S.ilciii.    M:iss:icliii- 

M'ltS.        .lllllC       •JI•^L  I7>^;!.  Ill-       \\;IS        lIlC       Mill        III'         till'  Hull. 

!'>i:n.iamin  (mmijiim  i:,  I  iiiinl  Si;iics  tSciKilnr  ridiii  lli:il 
S|;it''  i\>v  l\\i»  siicci'ssi\  («  Idiii-^.  llf\\:is  nliiriiliMl  in  ilic 
lit'st  sclioiils  (»r  S.ilcin.  wliii'li  \\;is  llini  :iii  iiiiji  .1  imii  mihI 
w  cmIiIiv  st'uporC 

III  I  he  ye:ii-  IT'.'-^,  al  tin'  :i,l!:.'  of  lirti'i'ii,  ln'  »'ii(  Mfl  lln' 
counting;  liouse  of  llir  IImm.  .Ioiin  Xi»i:i:is,  of  Salmi,  one 
of  llii"  ]Ui^<t  wcallliN  and  t'iil.'ritii>iiii:'  iiiiTcliaiils  of  that 
cil\\  w  ho  was  rxtcMisivcly  engagcil  iu  trah'  wiih  Kuro]tr 
and  (lie  Jvist  Indies.  ^[\:  jS'okkis  was  hehl  in  iii.uh  foL^ard 
for  Ins  great  moral  worth,  his  iMdy.  benevolence  and  ti  iiili- 
fnlness.  After  live  years  of  traininu-  in  commercial  pur- 
suits, young  GooDiiri:  was  sent,  \^y  Mr,  N(»i:kis.  as 
supercargo  of  one  of  his  ships,  to  Aden,  on  the  Arabian 
coast  of  tlie  Red  Sea.  There  was  no  Suez  Canal  iu  those 
days,  anil  the  voyage  was  made  1>\  way  of  the  (Jai)e  of 
Good  Hope  and  the  Isle  of  France,  and  tlieuce  up  the  Red 
Sea.  Including  about  six  months  spent  at  Aden,  the 
voyage  occupied  nineteen  niontlis.  He  reached  Salem  iu 
.Inly,  1805.  and  in  the  following  October  made  a  second 
voyage,  to  Calcutta,  which  terminated  in  October,  ISOG. 
ilis  intelligent  observation  and  studv  enabled  him  to  prolit 
greatly  by  these  voyages,  and  to  understand  w  hat  cargoes 
were  best  lifted  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  i^eoples  whom 
he  visited. 

A  year  later,  (November,  1807,)  he  removed  to  Xcw- 
York,  to  start  in  business  for  himself  ;  having  the  friend- 
ship, conlidence  and  patronage  of  his  late  employer,  Mr. 
iS^ounis,  of  the  Hon.  AVilliam  Gray  of  Boston,  and  Joski'II 
Peakody,  one  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  of  Salem. 
He  bore,  also,  strong  letters  of  commendation  to  the  Hon. 
Or.ivFr.  WoL<xrrT,  who  was  then  engaged  in  commercial 
pursuits,  to  AnciiinALD  Ghacie,  and  to  General  MATTHf:w 
Clakksox,  whose  daughter  he  subsequently  married. 

His  early  career  was  marked  by  moderate  success,  which 
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would  have  been  much  greater,  but  for  tlie  long  embargo 
and  the  subsequent  war  with  Great  Britain.  When  peace 
was  deckired  in  1814,  he  despatched  an  express  messenger 
to  Boston,  with  instructions  to  prochiim  aloud  the  good 
news  at  every  town  on  the  route.  The  messenger  was  re- 
ceived with  great  joy  at  Boston  and  elsewhere,  and  Mr. 
Goodhue's  conduct  in  making  this  intelligence  a  public 
blessing,  instead  of  using  it  for  private  and  speculative 
purposes,  won  him  the  regard  of  all  business  men  who 
knew  him. 

After  the  war,  his  commercial  transactions  were  extended 
through  all  the  ports  of  Europe,  the  East  Indies,  Mexico  and 
South  America,  and  his  correspondents,  who  visited  New- 
York  and  enjoyed  his  open-handed  hosx)itality,  became 
warmly  attached  to  him.  Amid  all  the  vicissitudes  of  com- 
merce and  trade  which  aifected  the  business  of  the  great  ship- 
ping houses  of  America,  between  1807  and  1848,  the  embargo, 
the  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency, 
the  great  linancial  panics  of  1827  and  1837,  and  the  Mexican 
war,  the  lirm,  of  w4iich  Mr.  Goodhue  was  the  head,  main- 
tained the  highest  credit  and  the  most  spotless  reputation. 
Wealth  rolled  in  upon  them,  and  it  was  used  wisely  and  un- 
grudgingly, though  always  quietly,  in  aiding  the  unfortu- 
nate and  the  younger  and  weaker  firms,  and  in  the  promotion 
of  learning,  science  and  religion.  His  kindness  of  heart  was 
manifest  in  all  his  daily  life.  His  domestic  servants  and  his 
em]3loyees  were  strongly  bound  to  him,  and  almost  invaria- 
bly remained  in  his  employ,  till  they  were  obliged  to  retire 
from  active  life. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Goodhue  was  a  Federalist  of  the  old 
school,  and  from  its  princij)les  he  never  swerved  or  departed 
in  the  slightest  degree.  As  an  importer,  in  the  condition 
of  our  country  at  that  time,  he  was,  very  naturally,  a 
strong  advocate  of  free  trade.  He  was  most  thoroughly 
patriotic,  and  in  all  his  commercial  operations  he  was 
zealous  for  the  honor  of  the  nation's  flag. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
April  15,  3817,  and  was  active,  though  never  obtrusive,  in 
its  deliberations.      He  retained  his  membership  till    his 
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<N-;itli.  \\<-  was  ('l.'c!c(l  iis  I'lvsid.-iil  M;iy  2,  18-i:^  l.iii  .|.»- 
<liii<'<l  the  lionof.  A!  a  s])('ci:il  riirriiiiL:  oT  t  In- <  liamluT, 
(•oii\.iic(l  XovciiihtT  Satli.  ISIS,  on  the  uccasioii  <>f  his 
•  li-at  li,  I  he  I'liMow  iiig  rcsoliilioiis  were  llllallilll(Ml^ly  a<l<>|iii-(l  : 

JiOSolrnK    'rii:il    iIk'    ( "lianilicf  of    ('(.iiiiihTcr,    aii'i    iii<'r- 

(■||;illls  (.f  Xi'W  ^  o!'!-;..  !-c|iri'Srli|  iim-  llir  II  Ii:i  II  j  riinllS  SJ'IlSe 
III'     t  I'rir   liiiii  \  ,     iccold     t  lie  (|c;|l  ll     (tf    .1 1  i  \  \  1  1 1  A  \    (  i  <  m  1 1  •  1 1  r '  I!. 

now  iio  UK  IV  of  carlli.  wiili  lln'  >iiicficst  .i:;!'!"'!",  aiii|  wiili 
ilir  highest  respect  for  liis  xiiliics. 

lic.solGcd^  Tlial  as  a  Tiici'diaiit  Ms  fnt.'i|»ii^<'.  liis  sys- 
Icmatic  aftiMition  to  ])iisin('ss,  liis  iiiivai-viiiLC  ijood  faith 
and  lidi'lily.  hi^  imspotti'd  hoiioi- and  uiistaiiicd  inlcirrity, 
^'iitilli'  liiiii  to  a  lastiiii;-  good  iiiiiiic  in  the  comnicrcial 
aiuKils  of  oiir  coiiiili'y. 

JiesoIocfL  Tliat  we  <'(iiially  dcclaic  oui'  hiuli  cstccin  for 
his  \i  It  IK'S  as  a  man,  foi-  his  l^iiidiiess  of  hi'Mii.  ]iis  lilici'alily 
in  useful  imlilic  entei'i^risrs  and  liis  acli\iiy  in  woi-ks  of 
<']iai-ity,  foi'  his  modesty,  and  also  for  his  elevated  Cliiistian 
spii'il.  and  for  the  iinosieiilat  ioiis  siiii|)li<aty  and  lihimeless 
purity  of  his  pi'i\  nie  life. 

Resolced,  That  in  common  -with  tlie  whole  commorcial 
coninmnity  of  this  country,  by  whom  li«^  has  been  so  h»ng 
known  and  esteemed,  wcMV'spect fully  tender  our  sympatliy 
to  his  mourning  rehitives  and  friends — and  that  these 
resolutions  be  communicated  to  them  as  a  last  mark  of  our 
respect. 

At  tlii'<  meeting  a  ("omniittcc  was  aj)])ointed  to  pi-ociire  a 
bust  of  Mr.  (tooDHUK.  which  was  afterwaids  executecl  by 
th<'  late  IlKxm  K.  l)i;ow.N.  ami  is  now  in  the  Kf)oms  of 
the  Chamber. 

\\v.  (roonirrE  had  been  from  his  eaily  youth  a  nu^mbor 
of  the  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Cliuich  in  Salem.  an<l  had 
transfei-red  his  meml>ership  to  the  church  r»f  that  de- 
nomination on  its  organization  in  New-York.     His  i^astor, 
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Rev.  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  H.  W.  Bellows,  at  Ms  funeral, 
pronounced  an  eloquent  eulogy  on  liim,  in  wliicli  he  did 
justice  to  his  exalted  Cliristian  character.  But,  tliougli 
faithful  to  Ills  own  cliurcli,  liis  hand  and  heart  were  open 
to  every  effort  to  make  men  better,  holier  and  wiser. 

As  a  husband  and  father,  no  man  could  have  been  more 
devoted,  loving  and  tender  than  Mr,  Goodiile.  In  a  papei-, 
written  only  a  few^  months  before  his  death,  he  gave  wi>(> 
and  tender  counsels  and  suiiirestions  to  those  dear  to  him. 
and  after  avowing  his  readiness  to  depart,  when  it  should 
please  the  Loi;d  to  call  him,  he  subjoined  this  jDOstscript : 
"I  add,  as  a  most  happy  reHection,  that  I  am  not  conscious 
that  I  have  ever  brou2:ht  evil  on  a  sinaie  human  beinir." 

Mr.  Goodhue  had  suffered  for  nearly  two  years  from 
symptoms  of  heart  disease,  and  on  IS'ovember  24th,  1848,  he 
passed  away,  suddenly,  from  that  cause,  not  long  alter  he 
had  completed  his  sixty-fifth  year,  beloved  and  lamented 
by  all  who  knew  him. 


GEORGE   GRIS\VOLD. 

Geoege  Gkiswold,  son  of  Geok(;e  Griswold,  and 
third  of  the  name,  was  born  at  Gianfs  IS'eck,  Lyme. 
New-London  County,  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1777. 

The  ancestor  of  the  family,  Matthew  Grisw^old, 
emigrated  from  Lyme,  England,  in  IGSn,  to  Windsor,  Conn. 

George  Geisw^old,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  rem.oved 
to  jN^ew-York  City  in  1796,  having  been  previously  a  clerk 
in  a  store  in  Hartford.  His  elder  brother,  Xathaistiel 
Lyxde  Griswold,  had  preceded  him  in  1195,  and  con- 
ducted business  under  the  firm  of  Hayde:n^  &  Griswold, 
wdiich  was  dissolved  in  February,  1796. 

The  two  brothers  formed  a  copartnership  in  the  beginning 
of  1798,  the  firm  name  being  Xatiianiel  L.  &  George 
Griswold,  which  continued  until  the  death  of  Nathaniel 
in  1846,  The  business  was  carried  on  under  the  same  name 
by  George  and  his  descendants  until  dissolved,  January 
1st,  1876. 


i:i(M,i;  M'lIK  AL    SKKTlUl.S,  j:);{ 

Tip'  llDll^c  S(Miii  ;iC(jiii|(Ml  ciiMlil,  ;iii(|  liy  iiul  list  I'V  Miul 
skillful  m;m;i,u,-<'iiiriii  sitadily  advaiH.il  in  uiallli  and 
inllih'iici'.  'I'd  Nviiiwiii,  was  assi;;ncd  mainly  lliat 
iHd'tioll  n\'  \\\r  lill^illOSS  lliat  It'lattMl  diivrlly  !<•  lln* 
rare  and  luanaucincnl  of  tlirii'  iinniiTous  vessels  wlieii  in 
port,  whilst  (ii:oi;(;i:  assumed  I  ne  jinaiicial  coiitidl  and 
i::uidanre  of  ilirir  uvneral  alVaiis.  I)iiiinL;'  iIp-  lii-si  li\<' 
yenrs  their  operations  weic  on  a  very  small  seale,  :iiid 
consisted  of  commissions  and  specidalions  at  lioiiie,  and 
adventures  to  the  West  Indii's.  Al't'i'wards  they  lioldly 
«'ml):irl\ed,  ar,  successive  |»eii(ids.  in  eiiteijuises  to  e\cry 
(inailei- (d'  the  wdi'id  o[ien  to  the  commerce  of  tli<'  liiiii'd 
StMt:'s  which  ;»|)])eaft'd  to  oiler  a  i>roniisc  of  sin-ees.s. 

<>'ioia;i;  ( i  i;is\\(ti.i(  early  rosi-  to  the  vei'y  front  rank  of 
mei'chanis  ['.)■,■  iiiielliueiic,',  comprehensiveness  of  view  and 
^lirnal  altilily.  lie  maintained  this  position  durimr  the 
w  hole  (if  his  life. 

l\)SSv'Ss;'d  of  a  vi,ii;oi'ous  inf(dlect  and  stronii;  niemoi'v,  lie 
was  capiibl;'  of  severe  and  loni^i-cDntinued  niMital  lalxir. 
ills  ppir;^ption  was  cU'ar  and  ready,  his  decision  lu-onipt, 
I  his  action  fidl  of  enerirv.  His  Jiiu-]i  inteiri'itv  and  sound 
juduin:'nt  conrnandtMl  ])ul)lic  conlidenc's  and  led  t  >  his 
I  frequent  selection  for  the  olUc:'  of  arhitratoi-  or  umpire 
in  the  settlement  of  coniniMcial  disput;vs.  He  served  as 
din'ctor  in  various  coi'j)()rations,  insui-ancii  companies, 
banks  and  otlr-r  associations  connect '1  witli  commerce, 
and  in  railroad  companies  whnn  this  brancji  of  int Tnal 
<'omm  'rcebeiian  to  assuni"  impoi'tanc:',  anthner  discliariri'd 
his  duties  Avith  diliu-ence  and  ability,  lie  made  the  law  of 
ninrine  insurance  a  subject  of  s])ecial  study,  and  his 
opinio!!  on  dillicult  cases  is  bidieved  to  have  i)()ssessed  for 
many  years  a  weif^lit  not  sur[)assed  by  any  contemporary, 
lay  oi'  ])i-ofessi(mal. 

Whilst  he  was  always  larijelv  and  actively  enijaired  in 
commercial  enterprises,  he  was  ever  foremost  in  every 
benevolent  and  i)ublic-spirit:'d  nndertakin:^.  Durin^^  the 
prevalence  of  yellow  fever  and  the  (diolera.  he  remainf»d 
in  the  City  and  administered  of  his  substance  to  the 
sulTering.      lie    Avas    amonirst    the    first    to    relieve    lliose 
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suffering  from  fire  or  otlier  calamities,  in  other  cities  as 
well  as  his  own. 

Mr.  Griswold  had.  a  very  extensive  acquaintance  with 
the  leading  men  of  all  professions,  and  was  on  terms  of 
intimacy  with  AVebster  and  his  contemporaries. 

His  politics  were  ever  conservative.  Early  in  life  he  was 
a  Federalist.  He  joined  the  Wliig  party  at  its  formation, 
and  followed  its  fortunes  to  tlie  end.  Although  a  zealous 
and  efficient  laborer  in  the  i^olitical  field,  he  never  held  a 
political  or  civil  office  other  than  that  of  Elector  for  the 
State  of  Xew-York,  when  General  Taylor  was  chosen 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  April  loth,  1817,  and  always  took  an  active 
part  in  its  affairs. 

In  person,  Mr.  Griswold  presented  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  vigorous  race  to  which  he  belonged.  Nearly  six  feet 
in  height,  with  broad  shoulders  and  chest,  erect,  muscular 
and  well  balanced,  his  carriage  was  graceful,  and  his 
activity  and  strength  seldom  surpassed. 

He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  at  New-Brighton,  Staten 
Island,  on  September  5th,  1859,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery. 


V/ALTER  R.  JONES. 

Walter  R.  Jones  was  the  leading  Marine  Underwriter 
of  his  day,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  development  of 
that  department  of  commerce  in  the  United  States,  particu- 
larly at  the  Port  of  New- York.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Jo]S"Es,  and  was  born  at  Cold  Sj)ring  Harbor,  Long  Island, 
April  15th,  1793.  The  Cold  Spring  branch  of  the  Jones 
family  of  Queens  County,  whose  original  seat  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Island,  whence  all  the  sons  of  William 
JoxES  emigrated,  excepting  the  father  of  Chief  Justice 
Samuel  Jones,  were  originally  gentlemen  farmers  and 
manufacturers.     Their  descendants,   however,  Avere  natu- 
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i:ill\  ;itli;i(t<'(|  tMiliis  Ciiy,  in  ili-'  luiiMiiiL'  up  of  wln.s,. 
Im^iiirss  ;iii(i  ]ii(  i>|)fiii_\  .sKiin- of  I  Ihiii  look  Mo  iiisi<,'-iiilic:iiil 
p.-iri. 

A  I  t  lit'  ;iu('  of  f|.\cil.  I  lie  sijltjcct  of  lliis  .ski'ldi  ••iilcr.-(l 
I  li''  >l<'i<'  of  his  eldest  bi'ol  In-r.  W  1 1  i.i  \  m  11.  .Iom-s,  ||i<-ii  in 
I  lie  Hour  I  r.KJe.  A  few  ye;ir>  j:iler,  1 1 11011- 1 1  1  he  iii-^iriimeii- 
i.ilily  of  his  cousin.  .1.  .1  \(  kson  .Ionks,  lie  l).-c;inie  n  dei-k 
ill  ill''  oMii'e  of  the  I  nil  I'll  liisiii';ince  ( 'oinpMiiy,  which  \\:is 
:iiiionu-  ihei'inliest  of  our  ( 'it y  oiX''"'''-:'' '""^  to  iin(h'rt:il\»' 
ni;iriiie  risks,  iiinl  w  heie  he  served  Ids  lirsr  :i]>]>rciiticeshiii 
to  the  callini;-  t  li;il  enLii«»ssed  nil  llui  suhseinnMit  years  of 
his  life.  In  L'-til  he  l>ecnnii'  ;in  assistant  to  Aikmiiham* 
<' i:\cii',  rioideiii  of  I  he  liist  Atlantic  Insm-ancc  Coni- 
I'Mi\ .  in  1821),  aflei-  the  discoiii  iniiance  of  this  (Jonipaiiy, 
and  ill  c.njiinclion  with  .1o>iaii  L.  IIai.i:,  he  oriraiiized 
the  second  Allanlic  1  nsiifance  Company,  with  a  capital  of 
S^iJat ).()()().  Ml-.  IIm.k  was  Presidciif  and  ^\v.  .Iom>  \ice- 
Pi'esideiit.  and  t  Ir' ( 'onijiany  had  a  iH'osixM'ous  career  until, 
in  tiiiai.  it  u' i\e  place  to  a  t  liird  successor,  hearinir  lli*'  iianie 
••  Atlaiilic." 

In  the  yeir  ISl-J  tJie  mutual  sy.st<'m  of  insiii'ance  had 
come  into  lavor.  Tlie  sid)sfitutioii  of  the  assui'e(l,  for 
stockholders,  as  recipients  of  such  dividends  as  mi^ht  he 
realized  from  tiie  business  of  underwriting,  ni)peale(l  to  the 
int  r.'-t  of  the  mei-chant^.  \  aiious  difTiculties  and  iiazards 
were  necessarily  incident  to  the  inan,ij:;uration  and  conduct 
of  such  a  syst<Mn.  J3ut  the  experiment  was  in  ]»rocess  of 
heia.i^  tried,  and  Mr.  .1()m:s  and  his  associates  had  faith  in 
their  abilitv  to  adoi)t  it  and  carrv  it  sticcessfullv  forward. 
Accordini^ly,  the  present  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany was  chartered  and  commenced  i)usiness  July  Ist, 
184'i,  with  Mr.  Joxi'-.s  as  President  and  Mr.  ll.\i-i-;  as  Vice- 
President.  Not  lonu;  afterward  the  ollice  of  Secretary  was 
lilied  by  Joiix  T>.  Jones,  who  succeeded  his  uncle  in  18.')."), 
and  has  ever  since  been  the  President. 

The  characteristics  of  W A i.ri:i:  IJ.  .Ionks  were  untiring 
energy  and  industrv,  fidelitv  to  dutv.  pi-ol>itv.  accuracy 
nnd  prudence.  These  qualities,  together  with  the  skill  an<l 
exi)erience  gained  in  his  previous  training,  were  devoted 
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to  the  establishment  and  management  of  the  new  enter- 
prise. Of  the  Company's  standing  little  need  be  said  liere. 
Its  unquestioned  credit  and  honorable  repute  have  long 
been  recognized  throu<2:hout  the  commercial  world.  Durincr 
the  ten  years,  dating  from  Januar\',  1844,  the  average  of 
annual  dividend  realized  hy  its  assured  exceeded  thirtv- 
three  per  cent.,  and  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jones'  decease,  in 
ISoo,  the  aggregate  of  these  dividends,  made  in  scrip  to  the 
assured,  had  exceeded  six  millions  of  dollars.  The  llrm 
foundations  on  which  the  Company  was  thus  established 
remain  unshaken,  and  its  prosperity  and  usefulness  in  the 
service  of  commerce  have  been  uninterrupted. 

While  official  duties  claimed  the  time  and  attention  of 
Mr.  Jones,  they  did  not  wholly  debar  him  from  other  in- 
terests,  which  did  not  require  his  immediate  personal  care. 
Among  these  interests,  centred  at  Cold  Spring  Harbor, 
were  manufacturino-industiiesand  whaling  ventures,  under 
the  manngement  of  his  brother,  Joiix  H.  Joxks.  It  mny 
be  nientiojied,  as  matter  of  local  history,  that  in  1848  the 
whaling  fleet  fitted  out  at  Cold  Si)ring  numbered  eight 
vessels,  having  an  aggregate  tonnage  exceeding  three  thou- 
sand tons,  carrying  about  two  hundred  and  flfty  men,  and 
costing  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

The  ready  sympathy  of  Mr.  Joxes  was  also  enlisted  for 
humane  enterjuises.  when  wisely  planned,  and  especially 
when  associated  with  the  sea.  It  was  largely  due  to  his 
persistent  effort  tlinf  the  Life  Saving  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion was  chartered  in  March,  1849,  and  was  enabled  to 
initiate  the  improved  system  of  Life  Saving  Stations  on  the 
Atlantic  coast.  In  short,  he  was  never  content  to  be  idle 
or  to  waste  a  moment  possible  to  be  employed  upon  some 
useful  task.  At  the  same  time  his  frank  sincerity  and  un- 
failing courtesy  won  for  him  a  kindly  place  in  the  recollec- 
tions of  his  associates  and  cotemporaries. 

]\Ir.  .loxEs  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  November  4th,  1SH4,  and  retained  his  member- 
ship until  his  derith,  which  occurred  in  this  City,  Aj^il  7th, 
]8oo,  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  his  age. 


r.iM(,i:  M'liKAi.  >Ki.i<  II 1  s.  ]:{7 


LORING   ANDREWS. 

Lmi:i\(,  A\hi;i\\'-  wjKS  boni  on  .l;mii;iry  lilst,  IT'.''.).  :it 
W  iii(lli:iiii.  ill  W  liih' (  MOW  ciilliil  ( in-t'iK*)  Count  \ .  in  the 
Si.iir  (>r  New  -  \  (ilk.  His  first  Aiucricaii  iiiicestor,  Wiiiiam 
A  N  i>i;i  w  s,  li:i(l  Ixrii  "lu'  of  |  lie  com]  unions  of  Jdii  n  I  >  \  v- 
iN  I'oi;  1  in  till'  scitlenu'nt  of  the  colony  of  New- ll;i\<  n,  in 
If'iJ',  imd  liis  n;inu»  iipiH'.'U's  on  lln'  records  as  one  of  llie 
t\vrl\c  men  cli(i.>cn  to  select  from  lli<'ii'  own  iiiimlii-  the 
se\i'n  l)nr,i:;esses  to  wliom  was  to  he  entnisicd  the  tiovern- 
nifiil  of  tile  infant  settlement.  ^\' 1 1  i.i  a  m">  son,  S  \  m  r  i;l, 
wjio  accomi)anied  liis  father  from  Knuland,  remove<l  uiih 
Iiisown  family,  in  I(i7-J.  to  Walliniiford,  the  lirsl  <»ff-ho()t 
(»f  tJK^  i)arent  colony,  and  l)ut  a  few  miles  remove(l  from  it. 
Tile  founder  of  the  American  family  built  llie  lirst  church 
in  Xewllaven,  and  after  the  miuration  to  \Vallin,ii:f()r(l.  the 
name  ai»]teais  in  many  of  the  documents  iclatinu'  to  the 
history  of  that  community.  The  removal  to  Windham  was 
m.ide  about  the  iiucblle  of  the  last  ceiitmy  b>  J><a!:a\ 
A.MUirws.  the  grandfather  of  the  sidtject  of  this  sketch, 
and  it  was  in  \\'iiidl.am  that  Jvii:in(.  A.M»i;i:\\s  icccived 
liis  education,  and  underwent  the  early  experience  that 
was  the  foundation  of  his  subsequent  success  in  a  larger 
spheie  of  action  than  the  little  country  villa,<;e  alVoidefb 

Constant  Anduiws,  Loi:in(;\s  fathei-,  Avas  well  reiueiu- 
bered  in  ^Vindhaln  a  few  years  a.iio,  as  ]iavin,i::  been  a 
Justice  (d"  the  I'eace,  a  proiinnent  Fi'ee  Mason,  a  uiaii  of 
commanding  presence,  and  of  an  ardent  and  enterjuis- 
in.i;  temper.  The  famih'  consisted  of  two  sons  and  two 
dan,ii:hters,  the  sid)ject  of  (liis  sketch  beiii.ii:  the  second  son. 

Almost  Avith  the  beginnini;  of  the  century,  began  that 
movement  to  the  then  unknown  '•(iieat  AVrsf."'  whi<h 
drew  with  it  the  more  adventtirous  sjiirits  of  the  seaboard 
States.  Constant  Andukws  Avas  one  of  these,  and  as  he 
was  a  land  surveyor  by  profession,  the  opi)ortunilies  of  a 
new  country  appealed  to  him  with  especial  force.  In  1817 
he  joined  the  westward  niaich  of  the  pioneers,  leaving  liis 
family  behind.     Loking  had  already,  in  1813,  at  the  age 
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of  fourteen,  apprenticed  himself  to  Foster  Morse — one  of 
the  earliest  of  the  tanners  who  had  been  attracted  by  the 
virgin  hemlock  forests  of  the  Catskill  Mountains — serving 
out  the  apprenticeship,  wliich  was  completed  in  1820.  In 
the  meantime,  his  mother  had  died  in  New-York  City,  and 
his  elder  brother  had  followed  his  father  to  the  West. 
When  he  found  himself  of  age  and  a  free  man,  young 
LoRiNG  at  once  took  his  way  westward  in  search  of  the 
father  and  brother  of  Avhom  for  some  years  he  had  heard 
no  direct  tidings.  The  journey  was  then  a  great  under- 
taking for  a  youth  of  slender  means,  but  he  persevered 
until  he  discovered  that  both  his  father  and  his  brother  had 
died  and  been  buried  at  Prairie-du-Cliien. 

The  quest  had  occupied  two  years,  and  when  the  melan- 
choly end  of  it  had  been  attained,  young  A:^drews  re- 
turned to  New- York  by  the  way  of  New-Orleans,  and 
arrived  at  Hudson,  (where  one  of  his  aunts  w^as  living,  i 
worn  out  and  dispirited.  His  good  aunt  refused  to  let  him 
leave  her  until  he  was  restored  to  health  and  strength,  but 
when  he  was  fully  recovered,  he  determined  a2;ain  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  West.  From  this  purpose  he  was  di- 
verted by  wdiat  he  meant  to  be  a  passing  visit  to  his  old  home 
at  Windham.  There  he  was  warmly  greeted,  and  his  old 
employer,  Foster  Morse,  offered  him  the  management  of 
one  of  his  tanneries,  upon  terms  so  favorable  as  to  induce 
him  to  settle  again  in  his  birthplace.  Until  1818,  the  busi- 
ness of  tanning  had  been  prosecuted  on  a  small  scale  only, 
but  in  that  year  Colonel  Edwards,  of  Northampton,  Mass., 
established  in  Greene  County  the  first  of  the  great  tan- 
neries, which  for  nearlv  half  a  centurv,  and  until  the 
mountains  had  been  stripped  of  their  hemlock  forests, 
constituted  the  leading  industry  of  the  Catskill  region. 
The  leathef  was  carted  over  the  mountain  roads  to  the  town 
of  Kingston,  on  the  Hudson  River,  a  long  and  wearisome 
journey,  and  thence  transported  by  boat  to  the  City  of 
New- York,  at  that  time,  and  for  many  years  afterward, 
the  sole  market  for  the  product.  It  was  in  1822  that 
LoiJiXG  Andrews  returned  to  Greene  Countv,  and  seven 
years  later  he  came  to  this  City,  which  was  to  be  his  home 
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for  (lie  miiniiHl'T  of  his  life,  to  cslMliIisli  hiin-cir  .-is  a 
le^iillii'r  iiK'icliiiiit,  w  il  li  ;i  c;!  jiilii  I  ;is  Net  siiiall  in  iiioHt'V,  I  ml 
witli  a  ii'pulalioii  foi*  iiitciiiil  \'  aiul  imliislr\-  llial  ><'ciiiim| 
Ilillltlli'  rdlitidciicf  of  llii'  tiilliUTS  of  (  lli'dic  ( 'oillil  \  .  |( 
was  not  loii'j;  Ix'foit'  he  Io(»l-L  .1  [troiiiiiu'iii  place  aiiioii^  I  liaf 
body  of  solid  and  lioiioi'alili'  men  of  ihc  "Swamp,"  who 
were  Hot  h'ss  dislineuislied  for  Ihi'ir  commeicial  lion<ir 
liian  foi-  their  hiisjiiess  sa^i^acity. 

liOiMNd  .\nih:!;\vs  -was  to  ])as.s  tliroULdi  one  more  trial 
on  his  way  to  i>i'ospei-ity.  In  Isi'.i  he  had  formed  a  piirtiier- 
sliij)  with  \\'ii.i.i\M  \\'ii>o\.  in  whi<di  Cii»i;ox  ]ii;i-:  and 
Si!i:i'iii  i;i)  Kn  At'!'  wcvo  sjiecial  jiaitiieis.  The  prolits  of 
the  lirni  weic  larire  foi-sexcral  yeais.  l>iit  the  p.inir  of  |s:;7 
came,  and  at  the  ago  of  thirty  eiulil  .Mi-.  .\Mti;iA\s  fonnd 
himself  once  more  peiiiiiless.  l)Ut  here  llicre  cam<'  to  him 
a  mark  of  coididtnire  tliat  not  only  rellected  Ikuioi'  njion 
his  special  j)artners,  but  also  Piii])liasiz('d  tlie  character  for 
proMty  which  he  himself  had  earne(l.  'I'he.se  e;<'nileinen 
invited  him  to  a  conference,  in  the  course  of  wliicli  lliey 
olTered  to  let  their  money  remain  in  his  keepinL^  to  ho 
repaid,  practically,  at  his  own  convenience,  and  with  no 
other  secmity  than  his  word.  The  money  was  re])aid  in 
tine  time,  and  the  sncce.ss  of  Loiiinc  Axdkkws  thenceforlh 
was  scarcely  broken.  For  a  i^reat  portion  of  the  remainder 
of  his  business  career  he  was  alone,  except  when,  duriuLC 
ISh".  Ar.iii.  Low,  of  Boston,  was  his  partner.  In  1S.")1  he 
admitted  into  partnership  Ciiaiilks  (Jinnoxs,  a  yonH.ir 
man  who  had  risen  from  the  ranks,  and  by  his  indusli-y, 
]ierseverance  and  honesty  had  won  the  confidence  of  Mr. 
Andhews.  In  the  latter  years  (»f  his  life  Mr.  Am>i:kws 
was  assisted  in  the  mana";ement  of  his  business  bv  his  two 
sons.  ^Vil.I.IAM  \j.  and  Constakt  A.,  the  linn  name  being 
LoKiNc;  AxDiiKws  &  Sons. 

^Ir.  Andiiews  was  described  by  his  business  associates 
as  the  soul  of  lionor  in  all  his  transactions,  and  possessed 
in  a  remarkable  degree  foresight  and  indei)endent  judg- 
ment, lie  attested  his  great  faith  in  the  value  of  Swamp 
iiroperiy  by  investinc:  larijelv  in  it.  He  was  one  <tf  the 
earlv  directors  of  the  Mechanics"  Bank,  one  of  the  founders 
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of  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Bank,  and  its  first  President. 
He  subscribed  lai'gely  to  the  stock  of  the  AtL^.ntic  Cable 
Company,  at  a  time  when  that  enterprise  seemed  hazardous 
to  a  de2iee  which  in  these  dtivs  it  is  difficult  to  understand, 
or  even  to  recall. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  July  G,  18G."),  and  continued  his  connection  with 
the  association  to  the  close  of  his  life. 

In  his  social  and  more  private  relations,  Loring  An- 
drews was  self-contained  and  somewhat  reticent,  but 
kindly  ;  his  benefactions  were  alike  liberal  and  unosten- 
tathms.  He  died  in  this  City,  January  22d,  1875,  in  the 
76th  year  of  his  a^e. 


JOSHUA    BATES. 

Tins  eminent  banker  and  financier,  to  whose  kindly 
and  generons  offices  America  owes  so  much,  was  born  in 
Weymonth,  Massachusetts,  October  10th,  1788.  His  father, 
Col.  Joshua  B.vtks,  was  one  of  the  most  estimable  citizens 
of  AVeymouth,  but  was  not  in  prosperous  circumstances. 
He  give  his  children  the  best  educational  advantages,  both 
public  and  private,  which  Weymouth  afforded  ;  and  when, 
at  t!ie  age  of  fifteen,  3'oung  Bates  was  placed  in  the 
connting-hoiise  of  ^ViiLrA:\r  R.  Gray,  then  one  of  the 
merchant  princes  of  Boston,  Mr.  Gray  says  that  his 
father,  in  taking  leave  of  him,  gave  him  twenty-five 
dollars,  which  was  his  whole  patrimonj^.  The  boy  was 
faithful,  intelligent,  diligent,  and  strictly  upright  in 
all  business  matters,  and  soon  won  the  confidence  of  his 
employer.  Mr.  Gray  had  two  business  houses,  one  in 
Charlestown,  the  other  in  Boston.  AVlien  young  Bates 
was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
Chaiiesto^vn  house,  and  remained  there  three  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Boston,  and  for  three  years  more  was  in 
confidential  relations  Avitli  Mr.  Gray.  In  1813  lie  formed 
a  partnership,    under  Mr.  Gray's   patronage,  with  Capt. 
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I>i;<Kl-oi;|t.  (if  ( 'IkiiIi'^IoW  11,  llli'liT  tll(>  stylt;  (if  I»I-'<"KKuKD 
it  l'\ri:>,  l>iii,  nwiii^-  to  coiiiplimiioiis  rij'isiiiu;  out  of  lln* 
war  of  ISI'J.  ihc  liii^iiK'---;  \\:is  iioi  Mirccs.sfnl,  mikI,  at  tin* 
•  'iid  ('\'  llii'.'c  years,  ilic  coiiarl  lUTsliip  was  dis.solvrd. 
Liriii.  (h.\  .  Wii  I.I  \M  (;  i;  \^ ,  lallici-  (.r  Wi  I  II  \M  IJ.  (.'i:  \n  . 
a  ,i;-rt'al  slii[ij)iiiu-  iiicrcliaiil  of  Salciii.  Iiml  iiiii<i\<m1  to 
Boston  some  years  Ix-fore,  ami  in  ISKi  sciil  yoiiiiLT  lV\ri:s 
to  l^nroiic,  :;s  !iis  aiiciil.  Ih'  condiKicd  liis  hnsincss  t  In  r»' 
V(M\'  sncccssfnllN .  lra\fliri^-  ()\('r  the  continent  <'xt<'nsi\('l  v. 

*  •  '  * 

and  i'ltiiiiinu'  I  lie  ae(|iiaiiilance  of  llie  irreal  coniinei-cjal 
lionses  of  Holland,  l-'iain^o  and  llal_\.  I'l.  m  js-jnii.  IS-JG 
lie  resided  in  L  iiidnn.  and  ci.iiducled  iie<::ot iations  with  the 
i;r(>at  niercliaiils  of  London,  in  beliall'  of  the  (.'i;\^s  and 
other  Anieiiian  lioiises.  ami  so  ^rent  was  the  coiilidence 
he  ins|)ir<'d.  that  when  he  was  alioiit  to  enter  into  jiart- 
iierslnp  wiih  Mr.  John  J'akino.  .lannary  1.  IS2(»,  one  of 
tlie  most  eminent  of  these  merchants,  Mr.  i^A  luirc  iii:i;i;, 
volinitaiily  tendered  him  tin;  cajntal  he  neechd  jni-  the 
inntm'iship.  Two  years  hitei',  in  L^l\"<.  liotii  Mr.  J*)AI;i.\(; 
and  Mr.  Ijatks  joined  the  u'reat  l)aTd\inii;  ln)nse  of 
JJakixg  r>i;oTiri:i;s  tt  CoMrANV,  of  wliich  in  a  short  tinielio 
l)e('ain(>  the  acti\('  manaii'er  in  all  Ameriean  and  foreii;ii 
affaiis,  and,  on  tiie  retirement  of  ^^ir  Aij,.\am»i:i:  Bai:i.\(1, 
(Lord  AsiiiuiiTox,)  tlie  senior  partner.  His  t]n)roi:.iih 
bnsine.ss  ahilities,  liis  <j;Teat  ]\nowle(lij<'  of  eomniercial 
affairs  in  all  jiarts  of  tlie  Avorld,  and  his  admiiable  tact 
and  genial  manners,  made  him  a  model  baid-^er.  Tn  tlio 
settlenuMit  of  all  American  (piestions  lie  Avas  the  supreme 
anthority.  lie  cnltivated  the  most  amicable  relations 
with  all  the  leading  American  bankers.  "While  he  never 
forgot  for  a  moment  his  allei>iance  to  his  native  conntrv, 
and  Avas  always  prond  of  liis  American  citizenshiji.  his 
relations  were  so  cordial  with  the  (Governors  of  the  liank 
of  England  and  the  great  London  l)ank<'rs,  that  lie  conld 
obtain  greater  favor.s  from  them,  than  were  acrordtMl  foanv 
otiier  banking  honse.  lie  was  always  rea<ly  to  render  a 
service  to  America,  and  his  first  great  opportnnity  to  do  so 
was  not  neglected.  Mr.  S.\Mri:L  B.  JvTgglks.  long  an 
honored  member  of  the  NeAv-York  Chamber  of  Coramerce, 
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thus  Stated  Mr.  Bates'  services   to  Xew-York   Cit}^  and 
tlie   country  in    1S38.    in   a   speech  before   the   Chamber, 
October  2Uth,  1S64,  called  to  take  action  on  the  occasion 
of  his   death.      (We   omit   some   passages,    not  necessary 
to    the   understanding   of   the   subject.)     At   the   time  of 
the  great  financial  panic  in  IS'iT,  the  Legislature   of  the 
State  of  ISTew-York  passed  an  act  practical!}^  permitting 
the  banks  of  the  State  to  suspend  specie  payments  for 
one  vear  from  May  10,  1837.     Mr.   Ruggles  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  State  Assembly   in   November  of  that 
year,   and  made   Chairman   of   the   Committee   of   Ways 
and  Means,  in   that  body.      It  was  a  part  of  his   duty 
to   examine  carefully   the  resources   of    the  banks,    and 
especially   their  ability   to    resume    specie   payments    in 
May,    1S38,      He   was   thus  brought  into   communication 
with  many  of  the  most  eminent  bankers  and   financiers 
of  the  City  and   country.     Among  them,  none  possessed 
sounder    financial    knowledge,    or   clearer  and  more  far- 
sighted    judgment   and    integrity,    than    the   late  James 
Gore   Kixg,    soon    after  President    of  the    Chamber   of 
Commerce,  and  the  head  of  the  great  banking  house  of 
Pjiime,  Ward  &  Kixg,  who  were  most  intimately  asso- 
elated  wirli  the  house  of  Barixg  Brothers  &  Co.     Mr. 
Kixg  was  hostile  to  the  act  of  suspension  passed  by  the 
previous   Legislature,    and  was    determined  to    sjoare   no 
etfort   to  bring  about  the  prompt  resum|)tion   of  sj^ecie 
payments    in    May,    1838.      Meanwhile,    Mr.    Nicholas 
BiDDLE,  then  President  of  the   "Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  (resuscitated  from  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States,)  and  regarded  in  many  quarters  as  a  high 
authoritv  in  matters   of  finance,  wrote  to  Mr.  Ruggles, 
earnestly    advising    the  prolongation   of    the   suspension 
of  specie  payments,    and  asserting  the   inability   of  the 
banks  to  redeem   their  obligations  in  coin.      The  Com- 
mittee  of  AYays  and  Means  disa];)proved  of  Mr.  Biddle's 
view,    and    consulted  Mr.    Kix'g    on  the  best   means   of 
bringing   about   resumption.      He  was   so   earnest  in  his 
belief  in  its  necessity,  that  he  went  to  Europe  in  the  early 
winter  of  1838,  to   aid  in   its  accomplishment.      How  he 
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sticceednl  is  lold  in  thf  follow  iiiii  U'ttiT,  ruldifssrd  to  Mr. 

]^<)Ni)oN,  March  !.*>,  K-IJS. 

!)i;.\i:  Sii;  : 

1  li;i->l<'ii  i(»  inform  \oii  lli.il   I  li;i\  »•  concliidfd  :in  iiiTanL''*'- 
ini'iii  on  ilio  ]»;iit  of  I  >  \i:i  Nt.  I'.Koi  iiKits  &  Co..  :ind   l*i;i  m  i-. 
\\\i;i>  iV    KiN(;,  willi  llio  IhutJc  of  Kiujhind,  for  ili<->liiii 
nirni  of  one  million  of  sorercifjns,  (in  ^^)ld,  of  <'ours«M  by 
the  foiii-  (!■  Ii\  r  tiist  sliips  for  Nt'W-^'oik,  from  Ijoiidon  :in<l 
Li\frpoo|,  ;ind    I    Irnsl    :ind    hope  tliiit    iijion    'Aw'w  :iiii\:d 
oiii-   bank.s,  :ind  those  of  the  Atlantic  Cities,  will  resume 
and  maintain   specie  payments,    toward    which  result  my 
thouuhls  and  elforts  have  been  unceasin.irly  devoted  for  the 
last  month.     Tiie  service  wliich  1  have  thus  had  an  ojipor- 
tunily  to  alford  my  own  Ciiy  and  State,   by  aidin^^  it   in 
takinii;  the  initiative  in  this  great  and  wholesome  measure, 
alTords  me  a  satisfaction,  in  wliich  1  know  that  you  and 
my  other  friends  will  fnlly  participate.     This  arrangement 
was   only  concluded  delinitelv  this  morninir,  but  I  com- 
municate  it  with  all  dispatch. 

Jami;s  n.   KiNc. 

To  S.\mii:l  Vk  liUcoLES,  Esq., 

Chairman  Coviinitlce  of  Ways  and  Jha ns, 
Albany,  JV.  Y. 

It  was  not  till  after  Mr.  KiNo'.^  return  to  >.'L'\v-Vork 
that  it  was  learned  that  Mr.  IjATKs  had  not  only  readily 
.responded  to  Mr.  King's  proi)osition,  which,  without  his 
[toweiful  aid  and  co-o])eration,  could  not  liave  been  ac- 
com])lished,  bin  mindful  of  the  .lilliculties  attending  re- 
sumiitioii.  had  insisted  upon  liaving  another  million  of 
sovereigns,  i^.'JiOOOjOOO. )  ])laced  at  the  disjutsal  of  tlie 
American  ])ankers,  if  it  should  be  required.  In  1S:]1>  Mr. 
Bates,  solicitous  for  the  rescue  of  the  monied  institutions 
of  his  native  land  from  end:)arrassment  and  dishonor, 
offered,  on  behalf  of  1>akin(t  BitoTiiKi:s  t^-  (^^.,  to  advance 
a  large  sum  on  State  stocks,  (which  were  not  then  readily 
marketable   in  England,)  for  account  of  several   banking 
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institutions  of  IS^ew-York  City,  and  tliiis  relieve  them. 
This  credit,  thon.i^h  but  partially  used,  contributed  largely 
to  maintain  i)ub]ic  confidence. 

The  result  of  the  negotiations  of  1S3S,  so  honorable  alike 
to  Mr.  KrxG  and  to  Mr.  Bates,  is  now  a  matter  of  history. 
The  first  million  of  sovereigns,  (85,000,000,)  with  so  much 
more  in  prospect,  proved  amply  sufficient.  The  New- 
York  banks  all  resumed  early  in  May.  Their  example  was 
generally  followed  throughout  the  Union,  except  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Biddle\s  Bank,  which,  after  a  vain  attempt  to 
carry  an  oppressive  load  of  interior  State  stocks,  linally 
went  down  and  disappeared  from  the  linancial  world. 

But  Mr.  B.\TEs'  manifestation  of  the  highest  love  for  his 
country  did  not  stop  with  these  acts.  When,  in  184C, 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  were  nearly  ready  to  go 
to  war  on  the  Northwestern  Boundary  question,  the  British 
Government  claiming,  on  very  weak  grounds,  that  the 
boundary  line  should  be  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude, 
while  the  United  States  Government  demanded  the  parallel 
of  54°  40' ;  Mr.  Bates,  who  had  studied  the  whole  subject 
very  thoroughly,  circulated  among  the  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  his  English  friends,  the  very  candid  and  able  pam- 
phlet of  Mr.  William  Stukgis,  of  Boston,  who  had  devoted 
some  years  to  the  investigation  of  the  question,  and  had 
explored  the  Northwest  region  in  person.  When  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  by  the  tw-o  countries,  to  settle  the 
controversy  and  formulate  a  treaty,  Mr.  Bates  was,  at 
their  joint  request,  appointed  umpire,  and  his  decision  was 
accepted  without  hesitation  and  incorporated  in  the  treaty. 
To  his  wise  action  Ave  owe  our  possession  of  the  Columbia 
River  in  all  its  course,  and  the  magnificent  territory  of 
Washington,  soon  to  be  a  State. 

In  the  Northeastern  Boundary  question,  settled  by  the 
AsiiBUiiTOX  treaty  oE  August  9,  1842,  Lord  Asiiburtox, 
formerly  a  member  of  the  house  of  BAiaxG  Brothers  & 
Co.,  was  the  leading  Commissioner  on  one  side,  and 
Daxiel  Webster,  then  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  other  ; 
both  were  warm  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Bates,  (as  was 
our  then  Minister,  the  lion.  Abbott  Lawrence,)  and  all 
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I'.iMi''  t(i  liiip  fi!-  till-  liisldiy  :iiiil  <^e();4;i-;i]ili  y  nf  lli--  Imim- 
liary,  wliirli  he  iiiii|ii>tii(i(l  I.ciiri-  t  li:iii  ;iii_\  (iin-  i-ls«\  :iii(l 
ilhii-  liiKil  Mi^reciiifiit  was  on  the  lines  h.-  Im.l  marktMl  out. 

hi  irlalion  to  his  fiiondly  aclioii  to  iis  in  tin*  tini»'  of  (tur 
ii\  il  wai'.  llic  conclnsion  ol'  \vlii«li  lie  did  iioi  li\t'  l<»  sim-,  \vc 
caniioi  express  more  i'ully  the  i^reat  ness  of  (tiir  oMiiratious 
t(^  him,  than  by  t|Uolin,i;-  two  of  the  ehxinenl  resolnliotis 
adoi>ted  nnaniinously  by  tlie  Chamber  (»f  Commerce.  ;ii  ilic 
meetinu'  on    the  occasion   of   his    de;iih;  these  ivsolnlions 

wei'e  offei'tMl  ])y  John  a.  Sii:\  i:\s,  ;ind  s UKh-d  l>y  .)  \.Mi;s 

]5i:o\\\  : 

llesolcaL  'I'iiat  this  C'hambei-  rec(\i,nii/.es  ^vith  cheei-ful- 
ness,  tliehme-  aiid  able  services  i^iven  as  iiscal  a^i,a'iits  of  tlie 
liiited  States,  bv  the  firm  of  whicli  Mr.  1>ati:s  was  a  mem- 
ber,  and  esi)ecially  acknowledges  the  libera],  timely  and 
valuable  aid  rendt^red  to  the  Government,  in  its  hirire 
transactions  during-  the  jiresent  rebellion,  to  all  of  which 
Mr.  Bates,  as  senior  partner,  gave  liis  personal  assistance 
:ind  inlluence. 

Hesolced,  further,  That  not  alone,  or  cliielly  f<»r  what  is 
already  set  forth,  will  the  name  of  Josm  a  I'atks  l)e  held 
in  dear  and  grateful  renieml)rance  by  all  loyal  Americans, 
but  for  that,  in  this  our  mortal  struggle  for  national  life,  he 
has  stood  forth,  with  few  around  liim,  nnwaveiim:',  un- 
shaken, steadfast  in  his  iidelity^  to  his  native  country,  uu- 
clianged  and  nnseduced  by  aristocratic  associations,  or  the 
blandislunents  of  great  wealth  and  power  ;  a  true  sup]»orrer 
always  of  the  integrity  of  the  United  States,  and  faithful 
to  the  cause  of  liinuan  liberty  and  progress  among  all 
nations. 

We  may  add,  what  is  not,  perhaps,  generally  known, 
that  to  his  iutiuence  over  xSATOleon'  ITl..  who  was  under 
great  personal  obligations  to  him  and  his  house,  is  due  the 
abandonment  of  Xapolkox's  intention  of  declaring  war 
against  us  in  1862.  The  Emperor  had  three  grievances 
against  us :  our  refusal  to  recognize  MAXl.MILIA^*,  our  cap- 
10 
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ture  of  tlie  Confederate  Commissioners,  and  the  placing  of 
tlie  Count  DE  Paris  npon  General  M(Clella:x's  staff; 
and  it  required  all  Mr.  Bates'  skill  and  influence,  to  dis- 
suade him  from  hostile  action,  but  he  succeeded. 

It  was  natural  that  Boston,  the  place  of  his  early  busi- 
ness trainino-,  and  Massachusetts,  the  State  of  his  birth, 
should  receive  special  gifts,  as  evidences  of  his  affection  ; 
and  so  we  find  him  founding  the  Boston  Public  Library  by 
the  gift  of  8100,000  in  money  and  choice  books,  and  in 
many  other  ways  manifesting  his  regard  for  that  city  ;  but 
his  heart  was  too  large,  and  his  philanthropy  and  patriotism 
too  deep  and  broad,  to  be  confined  within  State  lines.  His 
career  was  marked  by  comx)aratively  few  altlictions ;  he 
lost  his  only  son,  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  in  1834, 
by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  fowling  piece ;  and  the 
death  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  most  tenderly  attached, 
which  occurred  nearly  thirty  years  later,  was  thought  bv 
his  friends  to  have  hastened  his  ovrn.  He  died  Sex^tember 
24th,  ]8G4,  at  New  Lodge,  near  London,  England,  in  the 
70th  year  of  his  age.  Only  one  child,  a  daughter,  survived 
him. 


PETER    COOPER. 

Tins  distinguished  inventor,  merchant  and  philanthropist, 
so  well  known  throughout  the  land,  was  born  February 
12tli,  1791,  in  what  was  then  called  Little  Dock-street,  now 
"Water-street,  near  Coenties  Slip,  in  this  city.  His  mother 
was  born  on  the  site  where  St.  Paul's  Church  now  stands,  at 
the  Junction  of  Broadway  and  Yesey-street.  Both  parents 
were  devout  people,  and  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  own  father 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Anny  at  that  time.  The  early 
education  of  Peter  Cooper  was  very  unlike  that  which  his 
lil)erality  has  provided  for  many  young  men  of  to-day.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  his  father  began  the  manufacture 
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r"iniii.'.  r>.-r(ir<'  j'ktki:  was  riirht  ye:i»''<  of  :!:,'••  I  lie  fath**r 
iiiuMil  t)  I't'ckshi!'.  wliciT  he  established  a  hjiifacioiy  aii<l 
^iiiall  stoic.  This  biisiiiess  lie  sohl  soon  aftt*i-\Nar(ls,  aiKl 
ilitMi  eiiuau»'(l  ill  the  !)re\viiiL:;  of  ah-.  FicjIh  thi>  li.'  to(»l<  to 
I'rick-inakiiiii'at  Catskill,  l.iit  as  i!:is  jirov » d  iiiiMiccfssriil.  he 
ii'iMovefL  his  lamily  to  Brooklyn,  u  hcic  a  lurwciy  was  airaiii 
1 1  it'd,  hilt  witlioiit  siicress.  and  the  family  once  more  stalled 
lor  the  shores  of  i  he  1 1  iidsuii,  where,  at  New  Ihhl:'.  t  lie  fat  lier 
soon  esthl/lislnMl  another  hiewtiv,  which,  owiiii:  cliielly  to 
the  exertions  of  l*i;ii;i;.  wa-^  made  a  jiartial  siicce^-..  I*i,ii  i; 
was  then  Ki  years  old.  In  ISOS  lie  left  his  father's  roof 
for  New-York,  intendinu-  to  hcLLin  business  as  a  tueui-r. 
Lack  of  fiiiids  i)revented  him  from  carrying  oiii  liis  plans, 
nnd  !ie,  then^fore,  amn'enticed  himself  to  John  W'ood- 
M  AKi»,  a  carriage-maker.  For  live  years,  the  term  foiwhicji 
he  was  bound,  he  reecived  s-i.')  per  year  an<l  board,  lb- 
was  ;:  close  stndeiit,  v.hile  other  a|)i)i'entices  neglc*  ted 
their  ()pi)ort unities.  When,  therefore,  his  ai»prenti<-eship 
expired  lie  was  a  very  i)roiicient  workman,  and  ihe 
a]»pr6('iation  of  his  master  was  manifested  by  an  olb-r  lo  lit 
up  a  sl\op  on  the  Bowery  for  him,  and  ])ermii  liim  to  ]»ay 
for  it  when  he  was  able.  This  oHVi' Mr.  ("ooi'i;i;  declined, 
on  the  gronn<l  that  he  did  not  like  to  begin  life  by  bm-- 
denin,:;  Ir'msvdf  with  debt.  He.  therefoi-e,  left  the  coach- 
making  l)usiness,  went  to  Hemi)Stead,  Long  Islan<l.  and 
there  v/orked  at  sl.5o  a  day  for  a  man  wli(»  was  making 
a  machir.e  for  shearing  cloth.  This  was  in  iskj.  In  |si:{ 
he  married  Miss  Sailui  Bki>i:ij..  At  this  time  he  had 
sav<'d  siifHcient  funds  to  enable  him  to  ]mr<'liase  the  i-ight 
to  manufacture  a  patent  cloth-shearing  machine.  In  thig 
he  was  successful.  His  inventive  jjower  and  liis  close  ap- 
]tlication  now  l)egan  to  ]»roduce  results;  for  at  this  peiiod 
he  perfected  a  very  important  im])rovement  in  this  ma- 
chine. Commerce  with  England  wa.s  stopi)ed  for  some 
time  by  the  v.ai-,  and  Mr.  Coo1'J:i:  realized  a  huge  prolit 
in  his  business;  but  when  tlie  war  closed  the  demand 
for  his  machine  ceased,  and  he  sold  the  patent  to  Mattiikw 
Vassar,  the  founder  of  Vassar  College. 
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Mr,  Cooper  at  tliis  time  made  Ills  first  imx^ortant 
venture  in  real  estate  in  this  city,  by  securing  a  twenty- 
Years'  lease  of  two  houses  and  six  lots,  -where  the  Bible 
House  now  stands  (opposite  the  Cooper  Union) ;  and 
here  he  began  the  grocery  business,  and  built  four  large 
Avooden  dwelling-houses.  Shortly  after,  he  purchased  a 
glue-factory,  Avith  all  its  buildings  and  stock,  and  a 
leasehold  right  of  twenty- one  years  of  the  site  upon  which 
it  stood,  in  the  old  Middle  Road,  now^  Fouii;h  A^'enue, 
between  31st  and  34tli  streets.  This  proved  to  be  the 
foundation  of  the  large  fortune  which  Peter  Cooper 
so  honestly  earned,  and  a  large  portion  of  which  he  so 
philanthropically  spent.  ''Cooper's  glue"'  soon  became 
famous,  and  was  of  better  quality  than  the  imported 
23roduct.  He  also  manufactured  whiting,  prepared  chalk 
and  isinglass.  When  his  lease  expired,  Mr.  Cooper 
Avas  considered  a  AAealtliY  man.  He  built  a  commodious 
factory  on  Maspeth  AA'enue,  Brooklyn,  and  there  con- 
tinued the  manufacture  of  glue,  until  he  reached  his 
eightieth  A'ear. 

Mr.  Cooper's  surplus  capital  AA^as  iuAested  in  Aarious 
Avays.  He  could  command  almost  unlimited  credit. 
EA^erybody  kneAv  him,  and  had  confidence  in  his  ability, 
enteri)rise  and  integrity.  In  1828,  AA'ith  others,  Avho  aftei-- 
Y'ards  proved  to  be  irresponsible,  Mr.  Cooper  purchased 
three  thousand  acres  of  land  AAithin  the  limits  of  the  City 
of  Baltimore.  All  the  purchase-money  Avas  found  by  Mr. 
Cooper.  By  this  transaction  he  secured  the  aaIioIc  of  the 
shore-line  of  Baltimore,  from  Fell's  Point  Dock,  for  a 
distance  of  three  miles.  The  manufacture  of  charcoal  iron 
then  began  to  engage  his  attention,  and  he  erected  a  number 
of  large  kilns  and  a  forge  of  novel  design  and  construction. 
This  property  he  sold  to  a  Boston  firm,  and  the  Canton 
Land  Company  Avas  then  established,  Mr.  Cooper  taking  a 
large  portion  of  his  pay  in  stock.  The  stock  of  the  Company 
appreciated  in  value  so  rapidly  that  Mr.  Cooper  AA'as 
enabled  to  sell  his  portion  ;  so  that  his  Baltimore  invest- 
ment, after  all,  proved  a  paying  one. 
He  built  an  iron-mill  in  34th- street,  in  this  city,  but 


^ 


iJii)(;i;Ariii(  Ai,  ski:T(  iiKS.  140 

in  IS,'»()  r.'iii  )\  <•  I  his  lui-^iiK'ss  t<»  'I'li'iitnii.  \.  .1..  :ii  wliidi 
pl.icr  \\i'  I'li'glcd  \\li;it  \\;is,  ;il  lli:it  linn',  nil  •  i.f  iIk-  Inr^rcsL 
ii>lliiii;-iiii||s  ill  A  nil  ricji.  llfic  In-  liisi  int  ludiiriMl  Mm* 
i!i:iiiiil';i<-t  nil-  (if  iioii  Ix'ams  Im-  tir. •  piddf  I'liiMiims.  ||c 
was  the  lirst  tn  apply  aiil  iii'ariir  cdal  l<>  iron  puddlinir^ 
lilast  liiniacrs  w.-ir  al^i»  Imill  l>y  liiii;  at  IMiiilipshiiiir, 
Nt'w -.Icrscy,  and  rdllinu'  mills,  ami  w  ir<'-\\((ri<s.  (•(inn»'c|«'<| 
u  ii  li  niiniim-  opera  I  ions  in  other  parls  of  J*i'Iiiin\  Ivaiiia  and 
^'('w-.It  rscy. 

Mr.  ('ooi'i:i;"s  in\ciii  ixc  mind  was  <'oiit  inmilly  ni  work. 
In  IS;>(»  lie  liiiill  a  locomotive  to  drnion^l  rati-  lln-  j't-asi- 
Itility  of  iniiniiii:  trains  rcaiiid  nltjrci  ioiiaMe  ciii-M's.  and 
lii'Toiv  lliis  had  iiHi'iilcd  an  rni!li">s  chain  \'i>y  l  hi'  ti.w  iiiLT 
of  l>oats  on  I  he  canals.  Foi' nearly  a  quarter  of  a  ceni my 
1*1:11:1:  ('i>oi-ii:\va^  a  m:Mn1)i'i'  of  the  ('haml)i'r  of  Coni- 
111:  Tcc.  and  wa'^  hoiioi  cd  Ity  all  his  associates  in  the  ( 'ham  her 
a.>  a  siiccessfnl  merchant  and  ])hilaiitliroi)ic  citi/.cii.  l''or 
twenty  years  lie  was  President  of  ihe  .\nieiican  Tele- 
!j:iapli  ('omi>any.  and  was  at  its  liead  wlieii  it  controlled 
more  th.iii  half  of  all  ihe  lines  in  the  country.  He 
also  owned  ;i  laru'e  amount  of  stock  in,  and  was  President 
of.  the  New- Yolk.  Newfoundland  and  London  Teleiri-;ij,li 
Company.  His  niomy  and  inlliieiice  wei-e  also  at  the 
comnnnd  of  the  ])ronioter.s  of  tlie  layinu'  of  tie-  Atlantic 
Cable.  Cviirs  \V.  Fikld.  the  prime  nu)ver  in  this  i^reat 
]iroject.  was  al)ly  snpiiorted  by  Mr.  (Jooim:i:  diirini^all  the 
trying  vicissitmh's  of  that  great  enterprise. 

'The  benevol(Mlt  S(diemes  of  PlCTI-'Ji  Cooi'KU  have  lieeii 
so  fnlly  recorded  that  a  passing  reference  to  them  will 
snffice  liere.  The  Cooper  Inioii — that  grand  legacy  to  the 
students  of  science  and  art — is  one  of  his  great  gifts,  which 
will  mal\e  his  name  known  to  future  generation--.  Deiiierl 
of  edncatioiral  jirivileges  himself,  lie  was  determined  to 
devote  the  saviiiirs  of  his  life,  if  nec^essarv,  to  the  establish- 
m.Mit  of  an  Institute  which  slioiild  give  to  the  pooi-  an 
o]i]^:irtnnity  of  securing  tliat  scientilic  knowledge  w  hich  in 
after  years  they  could  put  into  practical  use.  The  Cooper 
Union  was  begun  in  IS.'."),  and  in  1857  the  building  was 
transferred  bv  its  founder  to  th^  Trustees.     The  Institute 
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cost  $630,226.  In  18S2  another  story  was  added,  at  a  cost 
of  over  $100,000,  and  Mr.  Cooper  also  made  a  special  en- 
dowment of  8250,000  for  the  support  and  increase  of  the 
free  reading  room  and  library.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to 
explain  the  advantages  this  noble  institution  offers,  beyond 
stating  that  its  scope  has  heen  so  enlarged  as  to  provide  for 
free  courses  in  Natural  PhilosoiDliy,  Chemistry,  English 
Literature,  Rhetoric  and  Elocution,  and  manv  other  useful 
branches  of  learning,  including  Art  Schools  for  men  and 
women. 

In  1876  Peter  Cooper  was  the  nominee  of  the  National 
Independent  party  for  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
conditionally  accepted  the  nomination.  He  was  also  a 
promoter  of  anti-monopoly  measures.  His  views  on  the 
currency  question  are  well  known.  They  were  never  very 
popular.  His  opinions  on  many  economic  subjects  were 
collated  jnst  prior  to  his  death  and  issued  in  book  form. 
Mr.  Cooper  died  in  this  City,  April  4th,  1883,  in  the 
03d  Year  of  his  age,  universallv  and  sincerely  mourned 
by  all.  His  wife  died  in  December.  1869.  Six  children 
were  born  to  them,  but  four  died  early  in  life.     The  Hon. 

7  «. 

Edward  Cooper,  Ex-Mayor  of  the  City,  and  Sarah 
Amelia,  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  Abram  S.  Hicwitt,  are  the 
two  surviving  members  of  the  family. 


JOHN    DAVID   V/OLFE. 

Joiix  Dayid  AVolfe  was  born  in  this  Citj%  July  24th, 
1702.  His  grandfather,  bearing  tiie  same  name,  was  a 
native  of  Saxony,  and  emigrated  to  this  country  in  the 
early  jiart  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  died  here  in 
1759.  leaving  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  David 
AVolfe,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  David 
AA^OLFE  passed  nearly  the  whole  of  his  long  life  of 
eighty-eight  years,  on  Fair-street,  (now  known  as  Fulton- 
street,)  between  AVilliam  and  Nassau  streets,  until  the 
widening  of    that    thoroughfare    caused   his  removal   to 
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anothri-   section   of    the   City.      Pwii-   \\"I.ik.   tcok    :iii 

active    [>:iri    i'l    tli"  "iilii''  NV;>r    cf    ili--    i;-\<«liiii :ind 

al     till'    <>iill)i-.';il-:    li-'    v  ;is  :ii.|M.iiiir(l    ]^\     tli.-    ( 'niiiinittee 
ol"   SalVty,    liiidf"  ai'.tiiorily    <>f    ilir    I'loviiicial    ( 'oii;rr«-ss. 
Captain  d!"  the  militia  coiiii-aiiy  of  r.-.i  in  tli.'  City  <.r  Nr\v- 
Yoik,  oil  beat  described  by  the  City  Commit!. •<•  a^  ••b.-m 
IS'umber   1:3,"  and  seivc(l    [\>v  severd   yrrns  as  Assistant- 
Qiiai-termaster  of  W  a   in  N(;to>;">  army,     lb' was  ii-.i.-d  f..i- 
the  earn<'Stness  and    isiompt riess  in    tho   dischar<;e   of  his 
duties,  for  \\hi«  h  (leidilies  lie  was  hi.^hly  compliiiwiitrd  l.y 
General  TiMoriiv   Tk  ki:kin<;.  his  superior  ollicer.     Aft<-r 
the  close  of  the  war.    David  Woi.i-i:  en^^n^ed  iu  the  lianl- 
^vare  trad.'.     After  a  successful  career  he  retinal  fn-m  l>ii-i- 
ness  in  181(5,  and  v/as  sncce.'d.'d  by  his  son,  .buiN  1>a\ii» 
WoiKK,  who  b)i' a  short  tini.'was  in   ]>artn.'rship  with   hi> 
cousin,  under  tlie  lirni  name  of  C.  A:  .1.  1).  Woi.i  i;  ;  after- 
wai-ds,    until    tlie   close  of  his  business   career,    was  asso- 
ciated with  .lAi'iii-rr  Bi>iior,    who  married  Mr.    \\<.i.ii:'s 
sister.     The   lirni   thru  w.is  known  as  \V(»i.i-i:   iV    Bisiioi', 
and  th.'ii- place  of  business  was  at   the  corner  of  Mai<l"n 
Lane    and    (iold-street.      Mr.     Woi.kk    was    on<'    of    the 
founders   cf    tin-  Chenncal  Bank  and    always  a    Director 
in  that  institution,     lie  was  also  one  of    ih''  earliest   Di- 
rectors of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  WoLi-K  retired  from  active  business  in  1^4-2,  havini,' 
acipiired  a  large  fortune,  whi<di  was  afterwards  au-m.-nfd 
by  judicious  investments  in  real  estate  in  this  City.  His 
lil"e  was  thereafter  devoted  to  charitable  and  philanthroi.ic 
enterprises,  to  which  he  gave  largely  of  his  means,  and 
aided  by  personal  labor  to  make  them  a  -uccess.  He  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurch, 
an<l  for  several  years  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity  ('hurch, 
afterwards  a  Vestiyman,  and,  at  th.-  tinx'  of  his  d.-ath, 
Senior  \Vard<Mi  of  Grace  Church. 

He  was  President  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New- 
York,  Vice-President  of  the  ^society  of  the  New- York 
Hospital,  Vice-President  of  the  New-Y'ork  Association  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  \'ice-President  of 
the  Socieirv  for  the  Relief  of  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled, 
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and  an  officer  in  other  associations  and  societies  Laving 
for  their  object  the  moral  and  religious  elevation  of  the 
people. 

Jonx  David  Wolfe  was  a  man  of  great  benevolence, 
and  his  benefactions  were  as  free  from  ostentation  as  they 
Avere  far-reaching  in  their  results.  He  never  did  anything 
penuriously.  If  he  had  pet  charities,  they  did  not  shut 
out  the  claims  of  others  upon  his  benevolence.  Childhood 
in  particular  received  from  him  personal  attention.  Several 
of  the  great  cities  of  the  West  are  largely  indebted  to  him 
for  their  early  educational  advantages. 

Mr.  AVoLFE  was  a  patron  of  the  various  libraries  and 
institutions  of  fine  arts  of  this  City.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders,  and  a  generous  contributor  to  the  American 
Museum  of  Xatural  Historv,  and  was  its  President  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  Historical  Society  was  his  special 
beneficiary,  and  he  always,  took  an  active  interest  in  its 
affairs. 

Mr.  Wolfe  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  died  in  this  City,  May  17tli, 
1872,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 

He  left  but  one  child,  Miss  Cathaeixe  Loeillard 
Wolfe,  recently  deceased,  vrho  inherited  not  only  his 
entire  fortune,  but  his  generous  impulses,  as  her  large  and 
numerous  charities  abundantly  prove.  Her  munificent 
gift  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  of  her  entire  col- 
lection of  modern  paintings  has  placed  within  the  reach  of 
all  our  citizens,  art  treasures  that  will  for  ages  preserve  the 
memory  of  the  donor, 

'  AVitli  this  noble  gift.  Miss  Wolfe  set  apart  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  expended  l)y  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  care  and 
preservation  of  the  collection,  and  for  making  such  addi- 
tions thereto,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  Trustees  should 
deem  appropriate. 
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BENJAMIN    B.    SHERMAN. 
l^iN.iAMiN  I'>iii;i»i:n  Siiik'mw  \v;is  Ikum   in    Slircwsbnry- 

tcuil.  Moll  111(11  llli  Col  ml  \.  NfW  .lr|-sry.  N  ■  i\  fliilicr  M  ll,  ISIO. 
Ilis  Iioylidod  w.is  v|i,iii  ;ii  |*':it(iiit<i\\  II.  lowliicli  j)lucc  liis 
]):irfiits  rt'!ii<»\f(|  n  ycnr  uUt-v  yomm  Siiii:\i\n's  Mrtli. 
lit'  nltt'iidt'd  ihc  (^)ii;il<ri-  scIkm.I  iir.-ir  lli;il  lowii.  mid  \\;i.s 
liroiiulil  lip  ill  I  lit- (^)ii:ikfr  f.-iiili.  At  llio  fi^e  of  t  liirlmi  he 
coitiMit'iiccd  to  study  iiirdiciii.'.  luit  ill  ]ic:illli  It'(l  lo  ihc 
;d);indoiiiiiriit  of  liis  sdulies. 

Ill  J8L^"^,  wIkmi  ei.uliteen  yt^ars  old.  Mr.  Siikkman  r:mit'  to 
N»'w-V(»i'k.  ;md  fouiid  (Mii[)loynieiit  n.s  clerk  ^vitll  Ciiai:i.i;.s 
^-  ()\\i:\  W  \i:i)i;i.i.,  wliolesale  grocer."^,  at  A')  and  -17  I'^ictiit- 
sticft.  Ill  is:':!  lie  formed  a  jtartiK^'sliili  with  ( "nKNKi.i  is 
McCooN.  aixi  in  1S-}"J  (iKoia.i:  ('.  Collins  was  adiiiiltrd  to 
the  jiiiii.  Ill  IS47  Mi".  M< Coox  retired,  and  in  JM'd  \\i: 
Collins  also  withdrew,  wlieii  Mr.  SiiKiniAX  took  tliret;  of 
Ills  clerks  into  i>artiiershi],\  and  tlic  Jinn  of  Siii;!;man, 
T\i.!.\i\N  iV  Co.  was  formed.  In  IS('.4  Mr.  Siilijmax 
retired  from  tlie  wlioh'sale  c;rocei'v  bnsiness.  after  an 
ex]M'\]i'uvi'  <d"  tliirtv-six  years.  His  hii^li  standinir  and 
]il)e  experience  often  led  merchants  to  call  njion  him  to 
decide  disputed  matters,  and  act  as  referee. 

On  January  1,  ISCuk  Mr.  Sin:iJMAX  became  Treasurrr  of 
till'  Xt'w-York  Steam  Snuai-  Keliiu'iy.  succeeding  ]5.  Ik. 
}iI(lL\Aixi:.  For  3'ears  he  had  also  been  connected  with 
the  banking  interests  of  the  City.  On  Sejjteniber  ir».  1S4<;, 
he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Merchants'  Banli  ;  and  on 
M-Av  -JT.  ]S.")0,  Avas  made  A'ice-Presidenl.  He  Avas  also  a 
director  in  the  Metropolitan  P>ank  from  IS.")!  to  18")^.  But 
his  best  known  labors  in  the  linancial  world  were  in  con- 
nection with  the  ^fechanics*  Bank,  of  which  institution  he 
was  elected  President,  January  1,  1S74,  succeeding  Shkp- 
iii.iM^  KxAi'r.  I'uder  Mr.  SiiKinrAx's  managenwut.  the 
bank  prospered,  and  fully  maintained  the  liigh  character 
it  had  borne  under  the  management  of  his  i»redecessor.  In 
1S.')1  the  Royal  Insurance  Company  of  Liverpool  establislied 
a  branch  office  iu  this  City,  and  Mr.  JSiieu.man  became  one 
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of  its  directors  and  a  trustee.  He  was  prominent  in  tlie 
organization  of  the  Central  Trust  Company  of  ]^ew-York, 
which  was  chartered  in  July,  1875.  and  served  as  a  member 
of  its  Executive  Committee  until  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
was  also  a  director  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Comi^any 
for  many  vears. 

While  Mr.  SiiEintAX  never  entered  actively  into  politics, 
he  endeavored  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  public-spirited  citizen 
in  municiiDal  and  national  affairs.  AVhen  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  he  was  an  uncompromising  advocate  of  national  unity, 
and  was  an  outspoken  supporter  of  the  CTOvernment.  He 
aided  actively  in  the  organization  of  the  Union  League 
Clulx  and  was  one  of  its  most  energetic  members  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  charitaljle  institutions  of 
this  City,  and  gave  largely  towards  their  support.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Home  for  Incurables,  at  Ford- 
ham,  N.  Y.,  and  served  as  its  Vice-President.  He  was  Vice- 
President  of  the  Juvenile  Asvlum,  and  of  the  Xew-York 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  a 
Director  in  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  in  the  Peabody 
Home,  and  Treasurer  of  St.  John's  Guild. 

Although  brought  up  in  the  Quaker  faith,  Mr.  Siiekmax, 
on  his  first  coming  to  !New-York,  attended  St.  Paul's 
Cluuch,  and  when  Grace  Church  was  established  he  became 
a  regular  attendant  there.  Subsequently  he  was  appointed 
a  Vestrvanan  and  Warden. 

Mr.  SiiERMAX  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  May  4,  1852,  and  always  showed  an  interest  in 
its  affairs,  and^  at  times  took  part  in  its  deliberations. 

In  the  early  part  of  December,  1882,  Mr.  Sherman's 
health  l^ecame  greatly  impaired,  and  he  shortly  afterwards 
resigned  the  Presidency  of  the  Mechanics'  National  Bank. 
Although  his  health  was  never  fullj^  restored,  he  still 
continued  to  take  an  interest  in  the  various  institutions  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  was  able  to  attend  their 
meetings  until  his  death.  He  died  suddenly  in  this  City, 
on  May  2d,  1885,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
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PRESERVED   FISH, 


Pi;i:>i;i;\  I  i»  l'!>ii  \v:is  Ixnii  in  I  lir  \  illii-c  dl"  l'<.ri.siii<iiilli, 
Kliddc  Island,  .hily  :{<!,  17('-fi.  nnd  dird  in  N«'\v-Y(»ilv  (Mly, 
July  "Jlid,  ]^Ai\  in  lln-  SKl  yt  :ii-  df  ]\\>  :ip'.  liis  fallici-lion* 
till'  nan  It'  of  l*.;i;>i;i;\'  i;i»  l'''i>ii,  and  \\  as  a  flcscfndaiit  of  iIkj 
1 1  nLrnciioIs.  Jlc  was  a  liIacUsMUl  li  liy  Had"-,  and  lir<iu^lit 
up  lii^  -en  ti)  tilt'  an\  il  until  llic  ai;*'  of  f<iui  i<'''ii.  \\  Ik-ii  1i«» 
nj)j)rt'nti(Td  Idni  to  a  rainnT.  A  I'aini  lifr  did  not  suit  lln' 
liiuli  sjiiiiifd  lioy,  and  yooii  after  Wf  lind  Idru  on  lioaid 
a  wluiiini;-  vessel,  bound  for  tlie  I'acilic  Sturm  ami 
t«'m|)t'st  liad  no  tei'i'oi'S  for  Inni,  and  lie  had  so  inasirr«'(l 
the  ait  of  iiaviii-ation  tliaf.  at  tlie  a^c  of  twenty-one,  he 
■was  made  Cajilain.  lie  commanded  a  nundxi-of  xcssejs, 
and,  by  sliiewdness  nnd  tirel(\ss  eneruy,  accumulated  a 
foiiuiic.  !le  knew  no  feai',  and  once,  wlim  his  vessel 
spiunu'  a  leak,  and  the  crew,  on  the  vei\u:e  of  mutiny, 
dcuiamlt'd  his  return  to  liie  nearest  ])ort,  he  lefused  to 
yield,  and  eventually  brought  liis  ship  and  cargo  of  oil 
safe  to  their  destination. 

Cnptain  l-'t-ii  left  the  sea  in  1810,  and  settled  in 
IS^'W-Bedl'ord  as  a  shii)])ing  merchant.  Coiinki.ii's  (ii;iN- 
M.i.i.  was  liis  ]-)artner,  and  the  firm  was  known  as  Fi-ii  iV 
(>  i;iN  m;i,i,.  'riiiiuigh  some  })olitical  disagreement  he  left 
Kew-IVdford,  selling  liis  house  and  effects  at  less  than 
half  their  cost.  In  two  weeks  after  he  Avas  settled  on  a 
fai'm  at  Klusliing,  L.  1.,  which  he  had  i)nrchased  in  order  to 
devote  himself  to  agricnltni  al  ]iuiMiits.  lie  afterwards  sold 
Ins  farm  and  came  to  New-York,  Avhere  he  was  apjKtinted 
ITai'bor  blaster.  Here  he  became  active  in  ])o]itics.  and 
quite  a  numbei-  (d*  lucrative  positions  were  otfereil  to 
hiu!.  all  of  which.  Imwever.  he  steadily  refused.  In  ISIT) 
lie  formed  a  partnershi]t  with  .To>i:i*ii  (ii;iNM;i,i.,  and  ns 
Fish  A:  rxKiNM-.T.i.  the  lirni  did  a  large  business.  This 
house  was  among  the  lirst  to  establish  a  I'egular  line  of 
Liverpool  i>ackets,  their  shii)S  varying  from  340  to  380 
tons  burthen.  In  18:2(')  Fisti  &  GnixxKi.T.  Avere  succeeded 
by  the  firm  of  CtKIN>i:i.j..  Mimuiin  cS:  Co.     In  that  year 
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Preservkd  Fish  went  to  Liverpool,  and  there  formed  a 
partnersliip  with  Edward  Carxes  and  Walter  Willis, 
two  English  mprchants.  and  carried  on  the  shipping  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  He  unfortunately  lost  by  this  con- 
nection, and  returned  to  this  Citv,  beina-  dissatisfied  with 
the  English  methods  of  transacting  business.  His  next 
partner  was  Saul  Alley,  with  whom  he  differed  on  an 
unimportant  matter,  which  caused  a  dissolution  of  the 
firm  in  six  months.  He  remained  out  of  business  for  about 
seven  years,  when  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Trades- 
men's Bank,  to  the  interests  of  vrhich  he  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  from  May  o,  1818,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
deatlh 

Mr.  Fish,  with  all  his  eccentricities,  was  an  upright  and 
distinguished  merchant,  and  possessed  many  benevolent 
traits  of  character.  He  was  married  three  times,  but  left 
no  children.  He  was  brought  up  a  Quaker,  but  prior  to 
his  death  became  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
The  story  that  Preserved  Fish  w^as  picked  up  on  the 
shore  of  the  ocean  when  a  child,  and  named  Preserved 
in  consequence,  is  pure  fiction,  and  it  is  not  necessary,  in 
this  brief  sketch,  to  explain  its  origin.  As  before  stated, 
his  father" s  name  Avas  Preserved,  and  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble that  tlie  same  name  was  given  to  the  son,  in  order  to 
perpetuate  it  in  tlip  faniilv. 


DAVID    LEAVITT. 

David  Leavitt  was  descended  from  Joiix  Leavitt,  of 
London,  England,  who  came  to  America  in  1628,  and 
settled  in  Dorchester,  Conn.  David's  father  Avas  a  wealthy 
merchant,  a  man  of  ability,  and  well  and  favorably  known, 
not  only  throughout  Connecticut,  but  also  in  this  City. 
His  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Bethlehem, 
on  the  29th  of  August,  1791.  His  parents  earnestly  desired 
to  give  him  a  liberal  education,  and  he  was  fitted  to  enter 
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Y;il(' ( 'oIIi'l:!',  Init  liis  t';iil;,  iipiiiiidi'  for  iMisiiioN.  mikI  liis 
dcsiii'  1. 1  I'liifi'  ii]Hiii  :i  iiH'ii-iiiiilc  (MiTcr,  N-il  liim  to  i'lio<».se 
tli<'  ollicf  litihiT  lli:iu  |1m'  <'l;iss-r(i(iiii.  Ilfrnr.-  In-  \\;is 
twenty-five  yt'.-ns  old  In-  wns  wdl  known  ;t>,  a  nuiii  of 
en»'i-u-y,  I'lill  of  !iri\  c  and  t'nl<'r]iii->,.. 

In  ISI  I  lir  niaiiiid  Miss  iM  a  i;i  a  (i  \i;is>a  Liu  i>,  a  most 
|'■^I  iniabjf  l:idy,  iH'lonuiiii:-  to  ;i  wrll  Ixiiown  i'amiK  of 
(.'o^licn,  C'onn.  In  IS-j:*  Mr.  Ij wire  lu-cann-  iincrcstcd 
in  I  III'  mil  n  11  fnc  I  IMC  of  w  hih-  lead.  ;iiid  in  i  lial  year  wi-nl  lo 
reside  in  IJrookdyn,  wlieic  his  l»nsiiiess  \\;is  e.sialtlisli<'(l. 
Abont  this  lime  lie  \v:is  clioseii  ]^-esidenl  <if  the  I''nlluii 
I'nnk.  in  I  his  ("iiy.  Later  oil  lie  boiiuhl  :ind  nssiinied 
(he  manaueuieiit  of  tin*  m-wly  estalilished  J'eny  to  New- 
York — now  the  Fulton  l-'eriy.  He  also  Ijecame  a  tinstee 
of  the  then  villaue  of  l^rooklyn,  and  an  extensive  owner 
of  [iroi)erty  in  tlie  neiuhhorhood  of  the  Heights.  In 
18:^S  he  liecanie  President  of  the  American  Ivxchan^^e 
]?ank  of  New'-Y'ork.  Dniing  liis  Pivsidenc}' of  this  in>ti- 
t ut ion  lie  performed  g-ood  service  to  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  reference  to  certain  bonds  held  by  th"  baid\  and  its 
customers,  "whose  value  depentled  upon  the  comiiletiiMi  of 
the  Illinois  Canal.  He  jn-oceeded  to  England,  and.  ple(lg- 
ing  his  personal  credit,  obtained  loans  wiii(di  eiialtled  that 
State  to  complete  the  canal,  and  eventually  to  ]tay  the 
bonds,  principal  and  interest. 

In  jS")3  he  l)uilt  a  country  house  in  ('leai  Baiiingloii. 
^lass.,  and  bought  a  large  interest  in  and  became  President 
of  thellousatonic  Pailroad,  running  thronuh  thai  couniiv. 
and  rapidly  developed  it. 

When  IIkxuy  Clay  was  iKnninated  for  the  Presidem-y. 
Mr.  Tji;a\ nr  was  one  of  his  most  active  and  liberal 
supporters,  lie  was  a  pronounced  Abolitionist,  thougii 
in  no  sense  a  leader  in  that  cause. 

Many  young  men  were  aided  by  .Mr.  Li;avitt  in  their 
struggles  through  life.  In  banking  circles  he  was  regarded 
as  a  safe  and  enterprising  man,  always  dispc)sed  to  helj)  an 
honest  end>arrassed  merchant,  but  in  no  case  would  he 
tolerate  deception  or  disingenuousness  in  any  foim. 

Mr.   Leavitt  was   an   elder   in   the  First   Presbyterian 


158  PORTRAIT   GALLERY. 

CluiiT'li  of  Brooklyn  during  the  pastorate  of  tlie  Rev. 
Saxuel  H.  Cox,  D.  D.,  and  some  time  later,  until  lie 
retired  from  active  business  and  took  up  his  i:)ermanent 
a])ode  in  Great  Barrington. 

He  died  in  the  City  of  Xew-York.  December  30th,  1879, 
in  the  eightv-ninth  vear  of  his  n^ce. 


FRANCIS   SKIDDY. 

Francis  Skiddy  was  born  in  Cheny-street,  Xew-York 
City,  February  loth,  1811.     His  early  years  were  spent  in 
Paris,  where  he  received  his  education.     In  1830  he  left 
France  for  Xew-Orleans.  and  entered  into  business  in  that 
City,  which  he  continued  until  1833  ;  in  that  year  he  came  to 
Xew-York,  and  at  once  commenced  his  mercantile  career  as 
a  sugar  broker,  locating  in  Wall-streer,  a  few  feet  distant 
from  the  place  he  occupied  for  nearly  four  decades.     He 
soon  gained  prominence,  and  was  generally  regarded  as  one 
of  the  shrewdest  men  in  the  sugar  trade.     He  held  an  im- 
portant interest  in  and  connection  with  most  of  the  large 
transactions  in  sugar  during  the  past  twenty-five   years, 
and  probably  was  as  well  acquainted  as  any  man  of  his 
day  with  the  important  movements  aiul  changes  in  the 
handling  of  this  great  staple.     He  was  a  man  of  great  force 
of  character,  liberal,  enterprising  and  scrupulously  honest. 
His  business  was  very  extensive.     During  the  later  years 
of  his  life  he  took  a  very  active  part  in  financial  institu- 
tions, having  an  interest  in  the  Bank  of  the  Republic,  the 
Central  Bank,  the  Commonwealth,  the  Resolute  and  the 
Commercial  Fire  Insurance  Companies,  and  later,  in  the 
Xew-York  AVarehouse  and   Security  Company.     He  was 
also  the  chief  promoter  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas 
Railroad.     For  many  years  he  was  a  director  in  the  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  and  also  a  director  in  the  Pacific 
Mail  and  in  the  Virginia  and  Old  Dominion  Steamship 
Companies.     For  quite  a  period  of  his  life,  Mr.  Skiddy 
was  alone  in  business,  but  took  into  partnership,  in  1848, 
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C  T>.  T'li  i.iioi;\.  '|'lii->  uiiidii  \\;is  (Iis.-(il\<<l  :i)  (lilt  three 
yt'iirs  nl'tt  r,  jiml  .IoIIN  F.  (!  \i;i.i>i.i:  i'hii  litTumf  a  ].:iitiH*r. 
Tliis  iKiitiiershiji  tciiniiKiIrd  :i!  Mr.  ( '  \  i;i.isi.i;*s  dr.-illi, 
^\lli(•||  \s:is  cniiM.l  Iiy  diowniim-  :il  I.oWj:  l'r;mc!i.  i-'dp  :i 
pridd  I'.UMi  \i>  ,1.  \\'a!u;  :iiid  .ioiiN  K.  Skidkv,  voii  of 
I'i;aN(  IS.  w  nc  |,, Ml  iirrs,  Imt  t  his  ]);ii-t]i»'i>lH|i  was  dissohrd 
:i1miiii  KS(;(i.  I:i  IsC;:  TiidM  \s  Mi  nf(»i:i.  ;iii.i  (»K(»ij(;k  (f. 
Nk\i:i;s  lifcamc  mh'ihImts  oI'  ihf  tiiiii,  whirh  was  thru 
>.iylid,  Sk  11)1)  1 ,  M  I  N  I  tii;i.  iV  Co.,  lln'  iiiiiiK'  il  \\()\\-  hears. 
I-'i;aN(Is  Skii.mv  dird  ill  ihis  Citv,  M:iv  Isi,  l>7'.i.  in  ih<' 
sixi  viiiiiih  Year  of  ids  aL^e. 


GUSTAV  SCHWAB. 

GrsTAV  S(in\-Ai5  was  lioiii  in  Siintuait.  (if-miaiiy,  Xo- 
Vfiiilifi  :[?:!(K  lS"iL\  lie  cnnic  of  a  family  d.istiii^iiishcd  for 
its  lit«']-ary  ;nid  scipiitilic  attMiiinicii+s,  liis  giJiiidfatln-i-. 
.loiix  ('ni;!si')i'iii;K  ScinvAi'..  liavin^-  he<'7i  iiivited  liy 
Pkkdkkic  the  Gi;k.\t,  of  Prussia,  to  ])ec()nie  a  JMeinhn- of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and  Professor  at  the 
Military  Scliool  in  ]^erlin,  and  liis  fatJi;'i-.  (tTstav  Sciiwai!. 
the  antiior  of  many  works  of  pi'ose  arid  jjoetry.  wldc-li  to- 
d;iy  endeai's  lii.s  memoiy  to  niimerons  i-eadeis.  hoih  in 
Ih'iiiiany  and  the  United  States. 

I'ntil  the  a,c:e  of  seventeen  (tI'stav  Scj'Wajj  reside«l  in 
Stnttirart,  enjoying-  the  advantages  of  liis  father's  reJined 
and  ciiliiired  liome,  and  iiursiiiii,.;-  the  studies  of  tlie  Latin 
school  of  tliat  City,  whicli  were  to  lit  liim  for  tin-  duties  of 
his  o]>ening  career. 

(ruided  hy  a  .strong  preference  for  meicnntile  ])nrsuits, 
and  witli  tlie  ai)]»rol)afion  of  his  frientls,  'le  eiitei-ed  tlie 
•  ■ountingdiou.se  of  II.  II.  Meieii  &  Co.,  of  Bremen — a  large 
ship])ing  and  commission  firm — where  he  served  (as  was 
the  custom)  an  apprenticesliip  of  six  years. 

Energetic,  enterprising  and  laudaMy  amhitious.  young 
Schwab  desired  a  wider  held  of  opportunity  and  aefion, 
and  witii  that  iustiuctive  judgment  which  has  guided  to 
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our  shores  so  many  of  liis  countrymen,  lie  decided  to  make 
the  Xew  World  his  future  i)lace  of  residence. 

In  1844,  as  soon  as  his  term  of  apprenticeshiiD  was  ended, 
he  came  to  Xew-York  and  entered  the  office  of  Oelkiciis 
&  Krueger,  the  correspondents  of  Meier  &  Co.  in  the 
United  States.  There  he  remained  for  several  years,  and 
until  the  formation  of  the  lirm  of  WiCHELHArsEX,  Reck- 
jS'agel  &  ScuwAB,  of  vrhich  he  was  the  junior  partner, 
and  which  continued  in  business  till  1859. 

MeauAvhile  the  firm  of  Oelriciis  &  Krueger  had  been 
succeeded  by  that  of  Oelriciis  &  Co.,  and  in  the  year 
above  named  Mr.  Schwab  became  one  of  its  members,  and 
so  continued  till  the  period  of  his  death.  Soon  after  his 
association  with  this  firm  it  vras  appointed  the  Xew-Yoi-k 
agents  of  the  IS'orth  German  Lloyd  Steamship  Company, 
and  to  the  thoroughness  and  efficiency  of  his  management 
is  largely  due  the  eminent  success  of  that  Trans- Atlantic 
line. 

In  adopting  the  United  States  as  the  field  where  his  en- 
larged and  intelligent  ideas  could  have  full  play,  and  for 
his  home,  it  was  the  desire  and  aim  of  Mr.  Schwab  to  give 
to  it  wli[it  he  could  of  his  time  and  his  talents  in  return  for 
tlip  great  benefits  he  was  privileged  to  enjoy,  and  of  which 
no  man  was  more  thoroughly  api^reciative.  He  soon 
became  prominent  in  local  works  of  charity  and  pliilan- 
throj)y,  and  many  of  the  financial  and  commercial  institu- 
tions of  Xew-York  asked  for  and  received  the  assistance 
of  his  sound  mercantile  judgment  in  the  operation  of  their 
affairs.  He  was  a  director,  and  for  some  time  President 
of  the  German  Society,  founded  in  1784,  for  the  care  and 
assistance  of  his  foreign  fellow  countrymen  in  this  City. 
He  helped  to  found  the  German  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary, and  was  one  of  its  Board  of  Directors,  and 
fulfilled  tl;e  arduous  duties  of  Treasurer  until  the  fatal 
sickness  came  which  terminated  in  his  death.  He  vras 
for  some  time  a  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  in  all  movements  affecting  the  public  wel- 
fare he  took  an  active  part,  always  giving  that  conscientious 
attention    to  matters  of  detail  Avhich  made    his   service 
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SO  Vdv  <'ITt'cii\t',  ;iiiil  f<ir  wliidi  he  was  so  iiistlv  not«*(|, 
Aiiioiii:'  nilicr  iiivi  It  111  idiis  (if  liiKiiicf  lie  \\;i-,  t  |n»  seiiioi'  di- 
rect oP  :iii(l  \  ii'i-  rii'^idnii  of  ihr  .MncliaiilN'  Mali*  ma  I  Hank, 
a  (lirrctor  of  tin-  ('nilial  'I'nisi  ('(iiiiiiaiiy,  lli<'  \\'asliiii;rl<iii 
TiiTc  lii^iiraiici-  ( 'oiiipaiiy.  :iiii|  many  dllicis  of  a  lik«- 
rharactri'. 

To  t  lit'  -\('\\ -^'<ll•k  l*i-o(liici'  ]v\clian,ui'  li<'  Liavf  iiiiicli  nf 
liis  xaluaMc  tiiiM',  \\as  one  of  its  iiiaiia^"<'i's,  and  Cliaiiiiiaii 
of  soiui'  •)!'  ils  most  iai|i(iilaiit  Conmiittees ;  and  lie  assistr«l 
ill  oruani/.iiiir,  :iii'l  <'oiii  iii'iously  .s(m\<'(1  as  a  TiiistcM;  (»f  lln; 
Gratuity  i-'iiiid  of  lliai  iiisiitmioii.  On  M:iivli  1st,  1F(;(>, 
111'  Itfcainc  a  nieinbcr  of  (!iis  Cliamhrr,  and  at  nncf  \n<Ai  a 
vi'iy  iiroMiim-nt  ]>la('e  in  its  counst'ls.  His  iiitelli.LC'iit 
intt'icsi  in  its  all'aii's,  and  in  all  the  many  (piestlons  of 
nicirantile  ethics  which  it  discussed,  was  unlailinu- ;  ami 
with  a  continuous  liherality  lie  gave  of  his  time,  and  from 
thi'  rich  stores  <d'  his  ex[)erience  and  scholarly  attainm»*nts, 
whatev*'!*  seemed  most  needful  to  ministei' to  thi'  ■solution 
nf  the  proldems  he  was  called  upon  to  exi>ound. 

The  recoi-ds  of  the  Chnmber  bear  abundant  testimony 
of  his  irreal  capacity  for  woik  :  thev  are  studded  all 
tlirou_i;hoiii  wiili  his  nrasterly  ivports,  the  last  of  which 
(relative  to  a  subject  in  which  he  took  the  deepest  interest, 
because  of  the  l>enelits  which  ho  enjoyed  under  it,)  sent 
into  the  Chamber,  when  he  was  too  ill  lo  come  upon  our 
llooi-  and  present  it  in  person,  protested  against  llic  i»ro- 
]>osed  legislation  by  Congress  to  *'  ll^strict  Tinmigiation 
into  the  I'nited  States." 

In  th»'  mercantile  world  h;?  was  a  power  for  great  good. 
His  solidit}' of  charactei",  liis  manliness,  his  sound  judg- 
ment and  unswerving  integi'ity,  togetlier  with  his  great 
willingness  to  do  honest  and  hard  work  in  fiirthej-ing 
the  commercial  and  charitable  interests  of  his  adopted 
city  and  country,  won  for  him  the  universal  regard  and 
resjject  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Although  a]ii>arent]y  almost  continuously  occupied  in 
secular  and  i>hilanthroi)ic  affairs,  Mr.  Sciiwau  found  Time 
for  thoughful  and  extensive  reading.  lie  was  also  a  deeply 
religious  man,  and  of  the  Protestant  Ei^iscopal  faitb,  from 
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the  inner  piety  of  whose  heart  came  a  Christian  humility 
that  was  a  very  beautiful  and  marked  feature  of  his 
character.  He  was  as  courteous  in  manner  as  he  was 
wise  in  counsel,  as  clear  of  discernment  as  he  was  open  to 
suggestion,  and,  with  all,  there  w\as  a  quiet  modesty  in  all 
tliat  he  did  and  said  as  engaging  as  it  is  memorable,  and 
almost  unique.  Such  w\as  the  character  of  Gustav  Sciiw^ab. 
Mr.  ScinvAE  died  at  his  residence  on  Fordham  Heights, 
:N'ew-York  City,  on  the  21st  day  of  August,  1888,  in  the 
sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age. — Alexa]n^der  E.  Ore. 


ELLIOT    C.    COWDIN. 

Elliot  Christopher  Cowdix  was  born  in  Jamaica,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  9th  of  August,  1819.  His  grandfather,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Cowdi^^  of  Fitchl)urg,  Massachusetts,  w^as  a 
zealous  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  and  tilled  numerous 
offices  of  trust  and  honor,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
his  election  for  many  successive  years  to  a  seat  in  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  His  father 
died  when  Elliot,  his  j^oungest  son,  was  a  child.  His 
elder  brother.  General  Roeert  Cowdix,  now  deceased,  was 
a  man  of  business,  who  inherited  his  grandfather's  aptitude 
for  military  affairs,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  led,  as  Colonel,  one  of  the  first  regiments  which 
started  for  the  defence  of  Washington.  Elliot,  as  a  boy, 
was  under  the  special  care  of  his  second  brother,  Joiix,  an 
importing  merchant  of  Boston,  wdio,  at  one  period,  took 
a  marked  interest  in  the  politics  of  the  State,  and 
served  at  different  times  in  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts.  At  his  house  Elliot  resided,  with 
various  interruptions,  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  re- 
ceived the  usual  education  of  a  youth  destined  for  business 
life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  a  clerk  with  Allejst 
&  Maxx,  dealers  in  ribbons  and  millinery  goods.  Here  he 
remained  for  about  nine  years.  After  the  death  of  the  elder 
j)artner  a  new  firm  w^as  formed,  under  the  title  of  "W.  H. 
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Maw  i^-  Co.,  Mr.  Cmwi-in.  tli.ii    iwriiiv   livf,  «'iitriiii<r  iln» 
Ik  >\\<t'  :is  :i  |i;irl  in'i'. 

Ill  IS  li;  he  iii:iil<'  lii^  lil-^I  \ny;i-c  lu  I'jiloiM- ;is  a  )  iiircliaser 
(.I\u(mhIs  forth.'  li<Hi><r.  '^lli'^  \v:i^  I'lii  ilw  Iw-iiiniii;;  uf  a 
scries  of  juiirii.'ys  I'lom  NfW  'SOik  I"  I'Mri-^.  Lyons,  St. 
{•Itiriiiit' ami  r.a^l.'.  \\liicli:it  l:isi  I). •cam.'  su  faiiiiliMr  a  Tart 
ill  his  r\j)iii.  lire,  ihai  he  ("iiii."  lo  coiisiihT  lakiii.u^  jiassa^rc 
ill  ail  (•(•(•ail  >Ic;iiiicr  :is  ( ndiiKiix  |i<ts(>iis  coii'^i.h'r  a  lri|»  on 
a  fciiy  JM.al.  At  !  he  I  iiiic  <  if  iiis  ( Icat  li  he  had  ciosxmJ  ih<' 
All.iiitic  ci-hty  six  limes. 

I,  is  ciiiioiis  that  Mr.  ('.•\\i>iN' was  never  in  I'aiis  at  any 
lime  (.!'  his  life,  when  the  .\iueiieaii  cohMix  there  was 
aroused  l.y  ail  assertion  of  rei.iil>1ic;m  ]>riiieiltles,  that  lie 
did  not  take  a  ]>roiirni<iit  \K\y\  in  the  consecinent  denion- 
st  rat  iou  ed"  American  iiii!ieii»les  of  irovei-nnicnt.  It  was  his 
uood  fortum*  to  witness  tlie  Frencli  Ilevolinioii  cd'  I  sis. 

h;  the  si.riiii:-  of  IS."):)  Mr.  Cowuin  dissolved  liis  connec- 
tion with  ^V.  II.  >r.\xx  c<t  Co.,  and  established  a  n.-w  lirm 
ill  this  City,  nndei- the  name  of  I'j.i.ior  ('.  Cowiun  iV  Co., 
with  a  In-amdi  in  Paris.  In  the  autumn  (d'tliesame  year 
he  mariied  Miss  S.\i:Aii  Katii.mmm:  \V  ai.kiio.n,  of  l*)os[(,n. 

In  tlie  autumn  of  18r)S  ^fr.  Cowdin  had  established  his 
family  in  New- York,  he.  in  the  meanwhile,  makinir  his 
two  yearly  visits  to  France.  TTe  was  one  of  those  men  who 
are  seeminuly  never  idle  for  a  monn^nt. 

Althongh  an  ardent  llepuldican  in  i-olities.  and  a  man 
of  stronu-  convictions,  as  well  as  a  facih'  ptiMie  speaker. 
Mr.  CowiMX  did  not  appear  very  ])roniinently  before  the 
public  until  the  stirrini:-  times  cd"  the  war.  w  lu'n  he  assisted 
in  the  foundation  of  the  Cnion  Leagne  Clnl>,  and  throii-h 
and    with    the   Club   exercised   considerable    inllnence   in 

political  affairs. 

Til  the  autumn  of  1802  Mr.  Cowotv  wns  nominated,  in 
the  Kighth  District  of  New-York,  as  the  liiioii  candi<late, 
tore])resent  that  district  in  the  national  House  (.f  I?ei»re- 
sentatives.  and  though  not  elected,  ran  larirely  ahead  of 
his  ticket.  After  the  war  liad  ended  in  the  trium].h  of 
the  national  cause,  Mr.  Cowdin' s  warm  and  int(dligent 
interest  in  public  affairs  hardly  seemed  in  the  least  to  abate. 
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H€  seemed  botli  tu  understand  and  to  perform  public  duty. 
and  tliis  understanding  and  peri'ormance  of  public  duty  lie 
carried  into  all  the  complicated  questions  which  came  be- 
iore  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  into  the  New-England 
Society,  of  Avhicli  he  was  at  one  time  President,  into  every 
well  considered  attempt  to  reform  the  municipal  acf- 
ministration  of  the  City  of  jS"ew-York.  as  well  as  into 
national  and  State  politics. 

Mr.  CowDix  Avas  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Paris  Ex^wsition  of  1867,  and  his  report, 
made  to  the  Department  of  State  on  silk  and  silk  manufac- 
tures at  tbe  close  of  the  Exposition,  is  a  careful  and 
thorough  investigation  of  this  important  industry  in  all  its 
branches.  The  report  abounds  with  detailed  statements 
of  fact  and  conclusions,  and  has  been  extensively  circulated 
in  this  country  and  in  France. 

In  1876  his  friends  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  were 
desirous  that  he  should  accept  a  nomination  to  the  As- 
sembly of  the  State,  in  order  that  he  might  be  instru- 
mental in  passing  important  reform  measures.  He  Avas 
elected  to  this  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  took 
his  seat  in  that  body  January,  1877.  At  that  time  not  only 
Avas  party  spirit  singularly  embittered,  but.  as  a  conse- 
quence, public  spirit  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Mr.  Coavdin 
entered  at  once  on  Avhat  may  be  called  a  campaign  of 
reason  and  good  sense  against  deep  seated  prejudice  and 
bitter  partisanship.  He  left  the  Assembly  Avith  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  most  hospitable  and  hard  Avoiking  member 
in  it.  but  one  Avho  had  anticipated  the  period  Avlien  it  was 
possible  to  establish  useful  and  needful  reforms.  Probably 
he  considered  this  period  of  his  life,  short  as  it  was,  as  at 
once  the  most  honorable  and  the  most  mortifying  test  to 
Avhich  his  sense  of  public  duty  had  been  subjec'ted. 

Mr.  CoAVDix  died  in  tliis  City  on  April  12th,  3880, 
having  reached  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

From  the  minute  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Loav.  and 
adopted  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  May  6,  1880.  Ave 
quote  the  folloAving  Just  estimate  of  his  character,  enter- 
tained by  his  felloAv  members  : 


BTor, I ;  u ' 1 1 1(  A L  s K i/l t:  11  i:s.  1 0."» 

•■  As  ;i  I'fsiilt  of  his  IdiiLi'  ;iii<l  if| ic;i icil  vi;i\   ill  l*;iri-.   Mr. 

(  '<i\\  l>l  N  1  )('(•;!  iiH-  w  i(|( -I  y  kiKiW  II  Id  lii.lIlN  I  ■  I'  our  I  III  111  if  1 1 1.  •II. 
;Mii|  \riy  iiil  iiii.'ilrl  y  ;ir(|  ii;i  inlrd  willi  T.i  i;  i  i  \  <  ■  \  \!  i..  Si  \| 
Nil:  .■iiid  W  \--iii;i  i;\i-.  Hi'-  lilici:il  lMi--|iii;ili!  \ .  -.-ni;!! 
iiwiiiiHTs  Mild  cull  i\  ;ilrd  insU's  l>i-..iii:lil  :iriHiii.|  liim  miIht 
of  his  count ry men  :il  home,  w  ho  \\«  re  f(jii;il|y  coiisiiiciioim 
in  ]iiililic  life  with  ihoM-  :ilio\c  ii;iiiit'd.  ||  mny  In-  s:iid  of 
liini,  ;is  he  once  ^;iid  of  ;ir,oilii'r.  'lie  (■iihir-rd  :iii<l  im- 
|iro\('d  his  mind  liy  Niiidy  mid  icllrci  ion  :  li.-  dispcnsi-d 
;i  IiImtmI  hospiinlily  :  hi'  ciilliviitcd  ciidiii  iii;^  Irii'iidshiiis  ; 
hi'  won  troops  of  friends  Ity  niniiiiers  peculiiirly  genial 
;ind  fr;ink.' 

"  Mr.    ('o\\  |i|N     liec;||||('    ;|     niellllier    of    the    ( 'I  Kill  1 1 'el'    |-'elt- 

iiiiiiy  :\    IS.")!).  ;ind    he  continued   his  niemhershiii  dining 
;iil  the  yenrs  of  his  siil)se(]uent  residence  in  I'nris. 

••  He  w.is  elected  :i  iiieinbei-  of  tlie  ConiinittefMiii  Home 
'i'rnde  ;ind  Commerce,  Mny  1*J,  1870.  Jle  was  ele<-ie(l  a 
niembei"  of  tlie  Kxeciitive  Committee,  May  7.  1S74.  and  as 
Cliaifinan,  May  4.  187(5. 

"How  he  met  every  a[i[Miiiilment  as  a  iiH'inlier  of  this 
lioih".  and  how  lie  discliarsred  his  duties  as  Cliaiiiuaii 
of  the  l-!\eciiii\e  Committee,  we  all  know  :  Imt  as  an  in- 
centive to  others,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  his  memoiy.  it 
should  l)e  recorded,  tliat  he  was  ever  active,  alway-  intei- 
ested,  iirompt.  faithful  ar.d  ellicient. 

'•  111  the  dis<'Ussion  of  such  public  measures  as  have 
ens;aued  the  attention  of  the  Chaml)ei- dnrinuMliese  latter 
ye.ii-s.  his  elforts  and  iiiMiience  were  largely  b-lt. 

■■  An  ard<Mit  s])irit  of  ])atriotism.  and  a  lively  interest  in 
commercial  pnisiiits  wrought  in  liim  with  a  worthy  juide- 
and  laudable  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  every  good  and 
noble  piir]Hise. 

'' ]^(^aring  in  mind  the  excellence  of  his  cjiai'acler.  his 
love  of  rectitude,  his  fidelity  to  diit.x.  his  elf<uts  to  do  good, 
his  success  as  a  wiiter  and  speaker,  and  the  peaceful  and 
pleasant  relations  we  wei-e  permitted  for  so  many  years  t<» 
enjoy  with  him.  this  Chaml)er  will  ever  hold  in  honor  the 
nieniorv  of  I'i.t.iot  C.  C<»wnTX." 
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KINLOCH    STUART. 


KiNLocii  Stuart  was  a  native  of  Edinburgb,  Scotland, 
born  in  177o,  nnd  was  in  early  life  a  laroje  candy  niannfac- 
turer  in  that  City,  but  having  endorsed  for  liis  brothers- 
in-law,  builders,  who  failed,  he  surrendered  his  entire 
property  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  thus  created. 
Notwithstanding  this,  however,  there  still  remained  due 
some  seven  thousand,  dollnrs.  which  he  was  unable  to  pay. 
Leaving  Edinburgh,  then  in  his  thirtieth  year,  he  arrived 
with  his  wife  in  Xew-York  on  the  13th  of  September, 
1S05,  after  a  passage  of  fifty-six  days.  His  cax)ital,  with 
which  to  start  in  life  anew  in  a  strange  country,  consisted 
of  a  robust  con^^titution,  indomitable  energy,  a  clear  head, 
stern  integrity  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  money.  In 
these  days  of  cable  telegrams  and  steamships  ic  is  difficult 
to  comprehend  what  a  forlorn  hope  the  prospect  of  ever 
again  seeing  Mr.  Stuart  or  their  money  must  have  seemed 
to  his  creditors.  But  of  one  thing  thev  were  certain,  and 
this  was,  that  his  integrity  would  not  allow  distance  and 
difficulty  of  communication  to  weaken  his  sense  of  his 
obligations  to  them.  How  fully  their  confidence  in  him 
was  justified,  is  shown  by  a  parchment  in  the  possession 
of  his  son  Robert,  bearing  date  1812,  attesting  the  receipt, 
by  his  eighteen  creditors,  of  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound, 
and  their  appreciation  of  his  conduct  in  devoting  his 
earliest  earnings,  the  fruit  of  close  industry  for  sixteen 
to  eighteen  of  the  twenty -four  hours  (six  days  in  the 
week)  to  the  settlement  of  the  outstanding  indebtedness 
in  Edinburgh.  Three  payments  to  the  absent  creditors 
were  remitted  in  sums  of  one  hundred  pounds  at  a  time, 
as  fast  as  the  money  was  earned,  and  before  Mr.  Stuart 
had  fully  furnished  his  house,  He  did  not  wait  to  become 
rich  before  paying  his  debts.  At  the  time  Mr.  Stuart 
arrived  in  IS' ew- York  the  yellow  fever  was  raging  among 
its  inhabitants,  and  for  safety  he  decided  to  take  up  his 
residence  at  some  other  2)oint.  He  went  to  Hudson,  but 
this  place  presenting  no  i)roiitable  opening  to  his  special 
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imliisl  i-y.  In-  rfliiiiiiMl  Id  till'  iiii't  |-(ij)()Ii>.  in  (  )c|<il)t'i\  :iiul 
l()\\;ii(U  ill'-  rlosc  dl"  ISO.')  \\;is  liviiiLi'  ;il  N<».  1(»  Mnrchiv- 
■>ti«'t'|,  (ilicii  :i  iwo  stoiy  luicU  lion!  Imnsc,  i  llic  iip|H'r 
|>:irt  of  which  \\;is  occiiiiird  liy  Li.m\ii:i:.  :i  I-'i-cin-hiiKiu, 
thr  :iivhili'ci  (if  ihc  City  !l;ill.  On  th'-  l>l  (.f  NovciiiImt. 
Ksoi),  Mr.  Si  I  \i;i"  rciiin\til  lo  ihc  lioii^i-  ;il  lh<'  corMtT 
of  ( 'h;iinl)<'is  :iii(l  <  ircciiu  irh  >lif('Is.  \\hi<'h  hi-  fiilai'^fd. 
At  ihi'  liiiit'  Mr.  S'rir.\in'  cimiu'  1(»  li\t'  in  ^'<•\\-^^»^k,  the 
]>c[nihil  idii  of  ih(*  ('ity.  iircurdiim-  to  ih<'  cfiisus,  w.-us 
•>t'\  <'li!y  li\  f  thdiisiiiid  si'\('ii  liiiiidii'd  :iii<|  s<'\t'iily  jx-isolis. 
I!c  ii'siiiiicd.  in  ;i  sninll  \\:iy.  ihi-  l>ii^iiirvs  in  wliich  h--  h::d 
been  so  nro.spei'oiis  in  Ediiilniruh.  iim!  ihioiiiili  ni;miif;H't ii- 
riiiu'  :i  piiif  (|ii;ilily  of  c.-iiidy,  hccniiie  so  well  known  mid 
.succt'ssfiil  lh;il  he  in;i(h'  ni(»ncy  i;i])idly.  :ind  lool^  st:ni(ling 
nnionu-  the  most  rt'i)Ul:il)h'  inrrchnnts  of  the  ("ity. 

lie  continm-il  in  nclivt'  business  until  the  lt;•^innin^•  of 
]8'J(>,  :ind  difil  on  the  "iDtii  of  .lanunry  of  Th:it  y»':ii\  ;i,ii»'(l 
iifly-oiic  llr  left  an  extsMisivc  and  lapidly  inrrcasiiig 
ti'a(h-,  and  an  estate,  real  and  personal,  valued  at  over  one 
liundre(l  thousand  dollais.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
raid\c(l  among  the  ii(di  nn-u  in  the  City  of  Xew-York. 


ROBERT     L.    STUART. 

Eoi:i;i;i-  L.  Stuaiit  Avas  the  eldest  son  of  Kixi.orii 
Sit  AIM',  and  was  born  in  tlie  City  of  Xew-Yorkon  the  "Jist 
of  .luly,  JSOO.  Aft'r  the  (h-ath  of  his  father,  in  bS-iO.  he 
continued  the  business  of  nianufacturing  candy,  until  the 
7th  of  .laniiaiy.  IS'iS.  when  theliim  of  Iv.  L.  iV  A.  Stuai:t 
(the  latter  his  younger  brotlier)  was  foiin  -d.  This  coi);irt 
nershi})  continued  iiiudianged  for  a  jierio*!  of  jifiy-one 
years,  and  until  dissolved  by  the  (h-ath  of  ii>  junior  itartner, 
in  1870. 

In  18;^2.  11.  L.  eV  A.  Sttaut  commenced  refining  sugar 
by  steam,  and  were  thi'  iirst  successful  o]>^"rators  in  tliat 
industry,  elTorts  by  others  in  the  same  din'ctiou  having 
resulted  in  loss,  cessation  or  bankruptcy.    The  office  of  the 
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lirm  at  this  time  was  at  No.  1C9  Cliambers-street,  a  building 
erected  by  them  in  1831,  and  the  first  dwelling-house  in  the 
City  into  which  gas  was  introduced,  amain  being  laid  from 
Greenwich-street  for  this  purpose. 

The  live-storv  building,  corner  of  Greenwich  and  Cham- 
bers  streets,  which  the  firm  subsequently  occupied,  was 
erected  by  them  in  lS8o.  The  nine-story  building,  corner 
of  Greenwich  and  Reade  streets,  was  put  up  in  1849.  The 
large  warehouses  on  the  south  side  of  Chambers-street 
were  built  by  the  firm,  and  first  occupied  for  the  storage 
of  refined  sugars. 

In  1855-56,  the  manufacture  of  candy  was  discontinued, 
and  sugar  refining  became  the  sole  business  of  the  firm. 
'No  work  was  ever  done  in  the  establishment  on  Sunday, 
nor  were  repairs  made  at  the  refinery  on  that  day,  or 
allowed  to  be  made  at  outside  machine  shops.  The  same 
energy  and  perseverance  in  honorably  meeting  and  over- 
coming obstacles  which  were  dominant  in  the  father  were 
characteristic  also  of  the  sons.  The  hatred  of  everything 
spurious,  which  placed  the  manufactures  of  Kinlocii 
Stuart  above  any  suspicion  of  adulteration,  made  the 
product  of  R.  L.  &  A.  Stuart  a  synonym  for  purity  in  the 
markets  of  the  civilized  world.  During  the  Civil  War  the 
Stuarts  gave  their  unqualified  support  to  the  Government, 
and  were  among  the  heaviest  subscribers  to  the  first  million 
of  the  war  loan — a  significant  proof  of  their  confidence  in 
the  result  of  the  struggle. 

In  1872-73  the  brothers  retired  from  active  business.  In 
1835  Robert  L.  Stuart  married  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Robep.t  McCrea,  one  of  the  old  and  wealthy  merchants 
of  New- York.  Mr.  Stuart,  after  his  retirement  from 
active  business,  devoted  his  time  principally  to  the  Avork 
of  philanthropy,  in  which  he  was  most  efficiently  assisted 
by  his  worthy  wife,  whose  name,  like  that  of  her  husband, 
is  found  in  connection  with  nearly  every  charity  of  New- 
York,  and  with  many  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
from  June  2,  1859,  a  member  of  the  Union  Club  for  many 
years,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  from 


liKMIi:  A  I'll  I.    A  I.    SKK'lc   II  I  S.  )(;'.» 

ils    t'l  dllial  idll,    ill    M.licll.     \S(V.\.         lie    \\;|s    li|^^•\\is«'    «'(»niH'Ctf  (I 

willi  ill.'  ('iiihiiy  (Mill',  lln-    .\«'\v  \'iiik    1 1  i^I<  a  ii':il  SdcjiMy. 

I  Im'  A  IIKTii'llll    Ar;|i|rMiy  I  if  Scii'liCf-;.    I  I  ic  M  1 1 -<   1 1  II I   <  if  XllI  III  :il 

lli-|Miy  t  111'  ]iicsi(lcii('y  I  if  w  liicli  lie  ivsi,ij,-|i<'(l  ill  I8S(>  niul 
iIh'  ^  ixiiiu"  Mrii'^  ( 'll^i■^Ii.•lll  \>>s()ci,iiitiii,  Ihmiilj  Pn-sldt  iiI 
of  lln-  I'uMid  (if  'I'l unices  til'  ilic  l;iv|  ii:mii'<l  :il  lli<*  liiiii-  <  I' 
liis  (Irnili.      Ill  till'  Ti  .'^liN  Icii.'iii    ll(i>|iit:il  Mr.  Sn   \i:i  \\:is 

UTcilI  ly    illli'l  v^lcil.    ;iiiil     \\;is     I'lcvidcnt     of    lli;il     i  ll>I  1 1  II 1  i(  ill. 

Ill-  l;;i\i'  III  ii  ill  issii  iIk'  Mini  k\'  \\\'\\  I  IioiimiikI  (Idlhiis.  in 
niMiii'Mi  In  iiKiiiy  |Mv\iiMis  uil'i.s.  Amniii:-  dllicr  ii(il;iltl»' 
uil'i^of  Mr.  >ir\i;i\  iikkIc  in  t  lie  sninc  yc;ir  ;is  llic  nlmvc, 
lire  OIK'  liiindiiMJ  ilioiisMiid  dolhirs  to  Princddii  'riicoldLiicid 
StMniiKii'y,  :i  likf  sum  lo  l*i  inccton  Collep',  ;iiid  lil'ty  tliou- 
sand  dull.Mis  lo  lilt'  Sail  I'^rancisco  Tlieoloii-ical  Sniiinary. 
^fr.  Sir  \  i;r  \\;is  a  lilxTal  but  judicious  pal  ion  of  aii.aiid 
Ids  sjiacioiis  mansion  on  Fiftli  A\oniM'  is  tiljfd  wiili  many 
most  beautiful  |iainlin,iis,  iiiaihles  and  luonzes.  l)t('|»]y 
interested  in  :ill  tliat  related  to  tlie  ^v('lfal•(' of  tlm  City  <d" 
1ms  birtli  and  love,  and  all  uood  works  at  home  and  abroad, 
lir  wdu  the  resjteet,  esteem  aud  afrectioii  of  tlie  entire  com- 
muiiity.  .Mr.  S  i  i  .m;  r  died  at  his  residence,  in  this  City, 
on  December  I-Jlii,  188:2,  iji  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  liis 

au'e. 


ROBERT    McCREA. 

l\or.i;i;r  >r(('i;KA  was  a  native  of  Scothin<b  born  in  1704, 
bill  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man.  ami  weut  intf) 
the  business  of  importing  dry  goods.  At  that  lime  both 
Alexandria  and  Newport  were  rivals  of  New-York  in  the 
inii>orting  tra<U'. 

Mr.  McCiiK.v  was  a  man  of  sterling  business  .pialilies 
and  sound  judgment,  and  soon  had  a  large  and  extensive 
trade,  at  one  time  having  nine  business  partners  in  as  many 
dilTerent  cities  of  the  United  States.  He  was  the  first  to 
import  ingrain  carpets  into  this  ronntiy.  Mr.  >b  Ckka 
married  J.wxKTT,   the  daughter  of  tlie   Mew  .b»iiv  Vin- 
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GASOX,  and  lived  for  many  years  on  Spring-street,  then  tlie 
most  fashionable  part  of  the  city.  A  man  of  genial  dispo- 
sition, generous  almost  to  a  fault,  he  Avas  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1837,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his 
ao-e,  Mr.  McCrka  was  one  of  the  most  wealthy  merchants 
in  New- York  Citv. 


JOHN   JACOB   ASTOR. 

Joiix  Jacob  Astor,  the  elder,  was  born  July  17th,  1763, 
in  the  village  of  Waldorf,  near  Heidelberg,  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Baden.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Joiiaxx 
Jacob  Astor,  a  poor  peasant,  whose  father  had  been  in 
better  circumstances. 

The  lirst  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  poverty  and  pri- 
vation, and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  left  his  father  s  occu- 
pation and  joined  an  elder  brother  who  had  settled  some 
years  before  in  London,  and  who  subsequently  became  the 
head  of   the   musical  instrument  warehouse  of  Astor  & 
Broad  WOOD.     He  set  out  on  foot  for  the  Rhine,  and,  rest- 
ing under  a  tree  while  still  in  sight  of  his  native  village, 
formed  three  resolves,  to  which  he  adhered  through  life — 
to  be  honest,  to  be  industrious,  and  never  to  gamble.     He 
worked  his  passage  down  the  Rhine  on  a  timber  raft,  and, 
on  arriving  in  London,  received  employment  at  his  brother's 
factory.     Here  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring  the  Eng- 
lish language  and  putting  by  some  scanty  savings  for  the 
time  when  he  should  be  able  to  realize  the  project  upon 
which  his  thoughts  were  fixed,  of  removing  to  America, 
where  he  had  a  presentiment  of  attaining  great  riches.     In 
his  later  period  of  prosperity  he  often  referred  to  these 
years  as  having  been  among  the  happiest  of  his  life.     In 
JS^ovember,   1783,  he  embarked  at  Southampton,  taking  a 
stock  of  flutes  and  other  musical  instruments,  which  Avere 
to  be   sold  at  a  lu'oflt.     Upon  arriving  in  New-York  he 
found  his  brother,  Hexry  Astor,  in  possession  of  a  con- 
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sii|ci;iMr  foil  iiiir,  :ici|iiii((I  i.\  Mi  | ,]  ,|  \  i  n^r  ;,  (  |)|-^|  i],,.  |',iiiix|| 
;^';il  ristiii.  ;iii(|  ;i  fl.'iw  ;i  id^  llh-  iiic:it  (Ifiijcrs  (if  llic  c'w  \  willi 
<"illli'.  wliicli  lie  lidiiLiliI  in  Ih'kK  in  lli«'  inii'iinr. 

.l«Hi\  ,1  \(  on  Asidi;  soon  liiisj.d  liim-cll'  in  ihr  Cur  ti';i<le, 
I.»  which  \\\->  ;i  I  l''iit  i(iii  h;i(l  lie. Ml  ciincii  hy  :i  I'l-ljow -(•(iiiiil  IT- 
iii;in,  ;i  111  I  in  whirh  hiruc  I'oil  nnrs  w  .'ii' hciuLi' :iMi:issc(l.  II(» 
rnh'ii'(l  iipiin  ihis  iir\\(iccii|i;ilii'n  wiih  niiii'mil  I  iiiu'  \  JLcur, 
;iii(l.  :il  I  hi  •( 'IK  I  of  It'll  yciirs,  lia<l  div  nird  i  he  innvi  pioJit.-iMc 
in:ii-k('Is  froiu  his  coinix'lilors,  :in<l  \v:is  ;it  llic  hi';iil  tif  ;i 
iHi^im-ss  l>i;inchini:'  to  .\ll';iny.  linll'Mlo.  IMal  I^1»uil;1i  :inil 
hclroii.  i-'iinlini;-  Hint  Loinhm  \\;is  ;i  Ix-iii-i'  ni;irkfi  for 
I'll  I  ^  I  h;in  Mew  -York,  he  chMilci-t'd  ;i  vessel  ]iiil  lii-<  lndt  h'T- 
in  l;iv. ,  W'l  i.i.i  a  \!  \Viii;i  ri;x,  ;i  ship  c.-ii)!;!!!!.  in  ciMiiin.-in'l, 
~^'>]i\  I  he  (':iri;"()  to  i^renl  :nl\:iiil;ii:t',  nml  irt  iii'iicil  with  A-^km; 
iV  l));!  >  \  i>\\(i()i)  in^I  riinieiits.  which,  I'ldni  I  heir  cxci'lh-nct*, 
wcivlichl  in  hiuh  icpntatioii.  'J'anuht  l>y  tliis  ex]tci  imce 
he  IxKiuht  ships  ;intl  eiiiza^'ed  in  the  luci-ali\c  China  ti-ade, 
SI  "lid  iiiii"  vessels  i-oiiml  the  world  on  cacli  ciiii^c.  canyiiif^ 
fins  to  England,  Eiiulish  inaiiufactures  to  ( 'aiiNni.  and  llience 
ic;  nrninu- to  New-York  with  ten.  His  business  increased 
iinniensely,  but  he  superintended  all  parts  of  it  i)j'ison.a]ly. 
and  uave  attcniinn  to  the  minutest  details.  His  lettei's  of 
in--!niciion  to  his  au'eiits  wei-e  written  w  ith  cxtiaordinary 
c»iniprcln'n>i\cncss  and  accuracy.  It  \"vas  his  maxim,  "If 
yoii  wish  a  t  hiiiii' done,  ii:et  some  one  to  do  it  for\on:  but 
ii'yiiu\\i>h  it  done  well,  <lo  it  youi'sclf.""  He  meditated 
long  before  actinii',  but  :i  resolve  once  taken,  it  was  exe- 
cuted without  hesitation. 

His  greatest  enterprise  was  the  settlement  of  Astoiia  at 
the  month  of  the  Columbia  Eivei-.  which  is  the  snbjeci  of 
\VA>]n.N(.roN  Irvix(;'s  volume  of  tliat  name.  Aftei-  ihe 
famous  journey  of  Li;\\is  and  Ci.auk  across  the  continent, 
he  dispatched  tradei-s  and  Iniyeis  to  the  Indian  tribes  of 
Oreiron  an<l  Dakota  and  the  givat  lakes,  'i'lie  jhiiisli 
Xoiihwesi  I'ni'  Com]>any  o|)pose(l  him  to  the  utmost, 
driving  away  his  agents  and  voyagenrs  and  claiming  ex- 
clusive rights  to  the  fur  trade  of  the  Pacilic.  In  the  fare 
of  great  ditliculty  the  station  of  Astoria  was  maintained  for 
four  years,  and  a  treaty  Avas  siuned  by  his  agent  and  son- 
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in-hiw  Bextzox,  with  Count  Bara^off,  on  belialf  of  the 
Russian  Government  in  Kamschatka  and  Alaska.  In  deal- 
ing with  the  Indians,  and  in  liis  instructions  to  his  captains 
relative  to  their  intercourse  with  the  savages,  Mr.  Astor 
was  wise,  humane  and  liberal.  A  significant  corroboration 
to  this  statement  is  found  in  the  conduct  of  Comcomly,  the 
chief  of  the  native  Chinooks,  who,  upon  the  approach  of  a 
British  sloop  of  war  in  December,  1814,  offered  to  defend 
Astoria  with  his  warriors,  promising  to  inflict  a  sanguinary 
repulse  upon  the  enemy.  But  unfortunately  Mr.  Astor 
had  erred  for  once  in  his  Judgment  of  human  nature,  and 
had  entrusted  Astoria,  with  its  fort,  its  magazines  and  its 
accumulation  of  valuable  furs,  to  a  renegade  Scotchman 
named  Duncan  McDougall,  who,  for  a  bribe  from  the 
British  Northwest  Company,  bade  Comoomly  dismiss  his 
braves,  and  hoisted  the  Union  Jack  almost  before  he  could 
be  summoned  to  surrender. 

In  this  remarkable  enterprise  Mr.  Astor  was  actuated 
less  by  considerations  of  pecuniary  profit  than  by  the  zest 
of  a  vast  design,  which  had  gradually  developed  in  his 
mind,  and  which  aimed  at  the  exploration  and  civilization 
of  the  Pacific  Coast,  through  the  medium  of  commerce  and 
colonization.  The  magnitude  of  his  financial  relations  and 
the  vigor  and  breadth  of  his  self-trained  intellect  brought 
him  into  frequent  correspondence  upon  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  Astoria,  with  the  leading  American 
statesmen  of  the  time,  but  the  Government  gave  no  further 
encouragement  or  protection  than  its  acquiescence  in  pro- 
jects which  were  evidently  to  l)e  so  greatly  to  its  advantage. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  iDresent  century  Mr.  Astor 
began  investing  the  profits  oE  commercial  ventures  in  real 
estate  upon  Manhattan  Island,  wliose  immense  future  value 
he  was  one  of  the  first  to  foresee.  He  bought  meadows  and 
farms  in  the  track  wliich  the  growth  of  the  City  would 
follow,  trusting  to  time  to  multiply  their  worth.  His  rise 
to  fortune  was  due  to  none  of  the  curious  windfalls  and 
favoring  chances  which  are  popularly  associated  with  his 
early  years;  the  first  half  of  his  life  was  an  arduous 
struggle,  in  which  adversity  and  disappointment  only  stim- 
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;  I|I;i((m1  hilll  to  I'llll  Ik'I-  ^rir  i||||,i(,\  rliirlil.  :iIh1  h.  ;i  IlKKldt  I- 
j  JUnl  pl(ir.)llll(|rr  .sliid  y  ,,t'  ih,-  Unild.  'I'Ih-  J,|;i(l  i«-;il  c.-ist  nf 
Ills  <'li;ii;if|t'|-.  iiiid  ihi'  ]iiiiici  plrs  (>['  rrtm;dil_\  :iinl  hdidp 
wliirli  his  cxiM'j  ii'iiri'  li:id  iiisiiUcd,  iii;id.>  him  iiii|>.'iiii  m  (.f 
iiidoji'iicc  and  shiiiii  :iiid  iii(iidic;mc\  -  r>iii  h*-  kn.'W  ih<» 
\;iliit'(>f  wise  bt'iit'racl  ion,  and  by  his  will  r.siaMi>h<(l  Hk- 
liluaiy  w  hi<'h  Jx'nrs  Ids  name,  ami  w  hich  Ids  von  and  uiand- 
jioii  ha\('  an,uin('nt(M|,  till  tlicir  iinilcd  ujlt  to  ihi-  Ciiv  ic- 
piTst'iils  a  inillioii  and  a  halTid'  dolhiis. 

^Ir.  A-^ioi;  was  a  srlfcdiicated  iiiaii,  and  his  <|i'siic  for 
nvi'l'iil  inroiniatioii  was  a  coiistaid  linhit  of  the  niiiid.  and 
niai  kfd  cvny  period  of  life.  He  d<di,nlitc(l  in  ih.-  soci»-i\ 
I  t)t  nii'ii  (d"  It'iit'is  and  acconiplisliiiH'iit.  One  of  his  most 
'"'i"i:iii'  fiirnds.  datin<::  from  ihr  (hiys  of  their  service  us 
direcii>!s  of  the  I'anU  (d'  tlie  I  idled  States,  -was  Ai,i!Ki;r 
<<Aii.\ii\.  and  his  fi'etpient  coini'anion,  and  ont^wlio,  at 
:i  later  period,  li\c(l  witli  him  for  .several  yeais,  was 
\\  \<ui\(n'ox  Iia  iN(;.  Throuuh  business  ]('lati(»iis  lie 
was  inteivst.'d  in  the  chier  baidviiii:;  institutions  of  the 
('ii\,  and  in  \>:\4,  when  the  Xew-Yoi-k  Life  Insnranrc  and 
Tnist  Company  was  robbed  by  its  cashier  of  its  entire 
snipliis,  amounting  to  a  quarter  of  a  million.  Mr.  Amou 
saved  the  Company  from  an  inevitable  suspension,  whicdi, 
in  iho-sr  days,  nn'ant  dis,<>race,  by  tlie  uratnitons  loan  of 
an  amount  siilhcient  to  meet  its  immediate  needs. 

After  his  retirement  from  active  bnsiness,  in  1^'J-i.  he 
made  several  visits  to  Enro^^e,  residing;  on  tlie  continent,  in 
;dl,  nearly  ten  years.  He  accpnred  llie  French  lan,i,aia<,^e, 
\vhich  he  learned  to  speak  and  write  tiuently,  was  jiresentcd 
at  the  Court  of  Cii,\  i:i.i:s  iiik  Tkntif,  and  <levoted  parts 
"t  two  winters  to  tlie  i^alJei-ics  and  museums  of  Italy; 
tli«'  snmmers  abroad  Avere  passed  at  a  villa  lie  owne<l  <.n 
lilt'  Lake  of  Geneva,  which  lie  afterwards  gave  to  his 
sondndaw,  \  incknt  Ix'tmi-if,  then  ^Minister  of  tlie  Hau- 
seatic  League  at  Paris. 

Mr.  AsToi;*>  last  years  were  spent  in  repose  and  ivtire- 
ment,   in  the  supervision  of  landed   interests  and  in   the 
society  of  a  small  circle  of  men  of  attainment. 
His  strongest  trait  was  integrity.     His  private  life  was 
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blameless.  His  chief  i^leasure  was  in  the  simple  recreations 
of  his  conntry  home.  By  the  force  of  his  influence  and 
example,  he  heljied  to  give  character  to  the  society  of  his 
time. 

In  old  age,  surrounded  by  every  luxury,  and  looking 
back  across  an  eventful  career,  his  thoughts  reverted  to  the 
home  of  his  boyhood  in  the  humble  little  village  of  Waldorf ; 
and  by  his  will  he  made  p)rovision  for  the  establishment 
there  of  an  asylum  for  the  sick  and  infirm,  which,  since  its 
creation,  in  18o4,  has  alleviated  suffering,  and  stood  as  a 
memorial  of  the  love  its  founder  retained  to  the  last  for  his 
German  fatherland, 

Mr.  AsTOR  died  in  this  City,  March  29th,  1848,  in  the 
eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 


SAMUEL  B.  RUGGLES. 

Samuel  Bulkley  Ruggles  was,  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  one  of  the  directing  minds  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. He  was  born  at  New-Milford,  Connecticut,  April 
1 1  til,  1800,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  Colonial  stock 
of  English  origin,  inheriting,  in  full  degree,  that  combina- 
tion of  ardor  and  perseverance  which  is  characteristic  of  the 
Xew-England  race.  Gifted  with  rare  intellectual  powers, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  men.  Ready  in  intelli- 
gence, felicitous  in  speech,  and  of  a  genial,  kindly  manner, 
he,  from  early  yonth,  took  his  place  among  the  intellectual 
magnates  of  the  land. 

Graduated  from  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  14,  he  studied 
law  as  a  profession,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
New- York  l)ar  in  1821.  In  1838  Mr.  Ruggles  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Assembly,  from  this  City,  and  was  chosen 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  AVays  and  Means  of  that 
body.  His  report  to  the  Legislature  on  the  canal  policy  of 
the  State,  though  derided  at  the  time  by  political  optponents 
as  visionary  and  exaggerated,  is  one  of  the  ablest  of  our 
State  papers.     Warm  in  expression  and  earnest  in  tone,  its 
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pr('(lif'tions,  (o  n^c  iIk'  writer's  words  :il  :i  liilci"  pri-icid. 
■'st:irllc(|  till-  iK'isi's  (if  sdiiii'  (tf  (itir  w  (ii-iliic>i  cif  i/.<'?is.*' 
\t'I.  iidl  only  wi'ii-  :ill  111'  ill"'  I'^l  iiiiMlcs  rc:ic||c(l.  luit  i-x- 
(•('('(lc<|.    willlill    !ll<'   |iili(H|    |()   wliirli    he   |i:i(|   CI  iliiiiH'il    lliciii. 

Ilis  rsliiii;iii'  ill  till'  irpdrl  ill  (pii'siii  II  \\:is.  licit  irili(» 
I'll  ii' ( ';iti;il  slidiiM  111'  ciiliirLiid.  its  lulls  woiiM  rr;icli  tin* 
sum  (if  tlii.'c  iiiilliniis  of  (lolhiis  ;it  tin'  close  of  ii:i\  iii;ili«iii 
ill  1^1;'.  Till- :ict  ii:il  liuiircs  wcic  (ixn-  tlirci-  :iiiil  (iiii'Iiiilf 
iiiillitiiis.  hi  i|i;ii  yciir.  ;ili]iiiiiuli  ilic  ciiliir^^ctiii  lit  \\:is  not 
nimli'.  till-  !iiiiiil)ii-  of  tons  carried  to  tide  A\atcr  was  twi-he 
liiiiidivd  I  liou-.aiid.  Till'  nioNciiiciit  re])ort('d  I'oi-  l.'^^o  was 
oxi'f  lliiii"  millions  of  titiis,  valued  a1  more  lliau  two  Iniii- 
divd  millions  ol'  dollars.  This  enormous  increase  was  in  no 
small  nieasiiie  duo  to  tlie  jraloiis  and  ceaseless  care  with 
which  Mr.  J\i(,(,i.i;>  watched  e\ory:ict  oi"  the  Leiiislaiure 
which  threatened  or  concerned  this  great  artery  of  internal 
trallie. 

I-'idtn  the  time  thai  he  jiist  esponsed  the  <'ause  of  the 
Krie  Canal,  until  liis  death,  there  ^vas  r.o  waverinu'  in 
hisdiwotion  to  the  cause  of  internal  ini]ir(;v<  ments.  Jlis 
modeN-.  for  admiration  and  imitation,  Aveie  the  famous 
h'tiAxcis     K<;!:kt<)N,     Duke    of     J^ridirewater.    who    eon- 

~  CD 

sii-ueted.  at  his  own  cost,  the  lirst  canal  in  Knuland,  and 
1>!:  Wtrf  Ci.i.N'fdx,  to  whose  enei'gv  and  stalesman>liip 
Xew-Yoik  owes  its  canal  system,  and  the  contiol  of  the 
trallic  of  th(»  Lake  country. 

But  Avhile  his  fame  is  indissolultly  connected  with  die 
^anal  system  of  this  State,  (he  was  Commissioner  from  18I:JS 
to  ]S's.  when  lie  lefiied  from  the  Board,  i  this  was  by  no 
means  the  only  sphere  of  liis  nsefidness.  Mi".  Bi<;<.f.i;s 
was  one  of  the  original  founders  of  the  Bank  of  Commei'ce, 
in  ls:!'.t,  and  took  an  important  jiart  in  securing  the  jiassage 
at  Albany  cd"  the(Mneial  I'aiiking  Law,  nnder  which  it 
was  chartered,  and  for  many  years  was  a  director  of  this 
institution.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Commissioners  with 
Jamks  (toijk  Ki\<;  and  .loiix  A.  Sikvkns  to  decide 
npon  the  I'oute  of  the  Erie  Bailroad.  The  records  of  the 
Clunnher  bear  abundant  testimony  to  his  untiring  industry 
and  great  sagacity,  and  numerous  pamphlets  from  his  pen 
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show  tlie  range  of  subjects  which  attracted  liis  attention. 
In  1852  he  published  a  defence  of  the  right  and  duty  of 
the  American  Union  to  improve  its  navigable  waters.     In 
May,  1804,  he  delivered  the  address  on  the  opening  of  the 
Metropolitan  Fair  in  aid  of   the  United   States  Sanitary 
Commission.     The  following  July  he  was  the  orator  on  the 
occasion  of  the  semi-centennial  meeting  of  the  graduates 
of  Yale  College,  of  the  class  of  1811,  and  of  the  Alumni 
of  that  Institution.     The  same  year  he  published  his  re- 
port on  the  Resonrces  of    the   United  States,    and   on  a 
uniform  system  of  weights,  measures  and  coins  ;  this  re- 
p>ort   he   had   previously  presented    to   the   International 
Statistical  Congress  at  Berlin.     In  1866  he  represented  the 
United  States  as  Commissioner  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 
In  1869  he  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  International 
Statistical  Congress  at  the  Hague.     In  1871  he  published 
a  pamphlet  entitled  ''  Internationality  and  International 
Congresses:    a   Report   to    the    Department    of   State;" 
together  with  a  report  to   Congress   on   the   comi^arative 
population  and  cereal  products  of  the  United  States.     In 
1877  he  addressed  the  American  Bankers'  Convention  on 
the   subject   of    American   silver  coinage,    and  made   an 
earnest  apj)eal  for  the  "  Dollar  of  our  Fathers." 

The  last  and  crowning  work  of  his  life,  however,  to 
wdiich  he  had  given  years  of  patient  study  of  a  most  arduous 
character,  was  the  "  Consolidated  Tables  of  National  Pro- 
gress in  Cheax)8ning  Food,"  which  presented,  by  decades 
and  geographical  divisions,  the  agricultural  ptrogress  of  the 
nation  in  cheapening  the  food  of  America  and  Europe. 
This  important  work  was  i)rinted  by  the  Chamber  for 
distribution. 

This  brief  sketch  of  Mr.  Ruggles  would  be  incom- 
plete without  some  mention  of  his  identihcation  with  the 
growth  of  our  City.  At  an  early  day  he  foresaw  its  won- 
derful development  in  population  and  boundary,  and  he 
was  connected  with  some  of  its  greatest  enterprises.  Al- 
though a  lawyer  by  profession,  his  associations  were,  of 
choice,  Avith  the  great  merchants  of  this  City,  and  his 
achievements  and  fame  are  our  just  heritage. 
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Mr.  IJi  l.(.l.l-^  (lifil  :ii  ;i  miiiiiiu'I-  rcs<iii  ,,\\  I'irc  |nI;iii(|. 
I..  I.,  Aii^^-usl  'JS[\\.  |Ss|,  ill  tlif  ('ii;lit y  sccoimI  \.:ir  "(  hi-^ 
;iLje. 


CORNELIUS    RAY. 

C()I;m:i.ii  s    IJ  \  ^    u:is  of  .-m    old   Ne\v-Y«irlc    t'ainily,    ilic 
rMiindfi'  cf    w  liicli.  -loll  \   JIay,  cniiuf.-ittMl   idiliis    (•(.iiiiir\ 
fioni  l'',\clcr,  ill  I  lie  Couiif  y  ol'  Dcvoii.'^liiiv.  JMiglMiid,  ;i'  tin- 
close  of   tilt'  scNciitcciith  (HMitiiry. 

('<>i:M:i,ir>  IvA V  was  the  son  of  IIicmaim)  Ray  and  liis 
\\ir<\  S\i;\ii  ]j(>(;i:in",  and  was  ))()1ti  in  Sniitli-sti-ecr.  iiiou 
\\illi;iiii-stiv.-t.  I  Now-York  City,  A\n]\  'J.')!!!.  IT");"). 

Mr.  1J\Y  ciitcrod  mercantile  life  at  an  I'liily  a,i:<',  and 
I'lcaiiK'  ('III'  of  New- York' s  most  prominent  mercliants. 
I  Miiinu  I  he  war  of  the  llevol  iil  ion,  on  tlie  investment  of  the 
<'ily  l»y  the  British,  he  ivtired  to  Albany,  wlifi-e  In-  jnai-- 
rii'd.  on  , I  illy  :2(Uh,  17S4,  Er.izAiu-yrii  Ei.m  i:\im. i.-nt,  the 
daughter  of  Pkikk  Eomim)  Elmendoimmi.  of  Kiiiirston, 
rister  (V)unty.  in  this  State,  by  whom  he  had  several 
cliildrrn.  Mi-.  Ray  retuincd  to  the  City  when  jtcaee  was 
restored,  and  again  entered  meirantile  life.  Afltr  tin' 
esta])lishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  I'luted  States,  he  was 
I'hosen  Presidiiit  of  the  New- Y(nk  IJranch.  and  continiK^d 
in  that  ollice  nntil  the  expii'alioii  of  the  hank's  cliait*')-  in 
iSId. 

(  )n  Aj^ril  :2()lli,  1784,  Mv.  llw  was  elected  a  nicmhri-  of 
I  lie  (  luunber  of  Commerce,  and  its  President  May  (itli. 
ISOO,  servini;- iiniil  May  4th,  1819,  when  he  deelinrd  a  re- 
election. 

In  Marrli,  1S17,  tliron.nh  the  efTorts  of  Mr.  Ray.  iln; 
Cliaml)er  was  aronsed  to  renewed  activity.  Its  by  laws 
were  revised,  and  a  large  number  of  young  merchants  wen* 
elected  members,  who  afterwards  became  proniin<'iit  in  its 
afTairs.  Though  not  a  politician,  Mr.  Ray  was  a  Federalist 
in  principle  and  a  consistent  supporter  of  the  Federal 
party.  ]5eing  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  prominent  mem- 
12 
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bers  of  that  party,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  preside 
at  its  meetings. 

Mr.  Ray  was  long  connected  with  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  charitable  institutions  of  this  City.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Society  of  the  Lvino'-in 
Hospital,  which  was  established  by  Act  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  March  1,  1799,  one  of  its  first  Governors,  and  its 
President  for  manv  years. 

In  his  i^ersfjnal  character  and  intercourse  Mr.  Ray  was 
kind  and  gentle,  of  high  principles,  and  a  merchant  of 
strict  integrity.  An  affectionate  father,  a  firm  friend  and 
a  sincere  Christian,  he  left  to  his  children  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  this  City  January  18th,  1827,  an  untar- 
nished name,  which  they  will  ever  regard  as  their  best 
inheritance. 


ROBERT    RAY. 

Robert  Ray  was  born  in  the  City  of  New- York  July 
14th,  1794.  His  father,  Corxklius  Ray,  was  President  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  1806-1819.  Robert  Ray  was 
graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1818,  receiving,  four 
years  later,  the  degree  of  M.  A.  Although  educated  for  the 
bar,  he  never  practiced  law.  After  a  trip  to  Europe  he  was 
admitted  a  partner  in  the  banking  house  of  Prime,  Waijd, 
Saxds,  Kixg  &  Co.,  and  for  ninny  years  was  one  of  its 
members.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bank  of 
Commerce,  and  one  of  its  directors  from  its  organization  in 
1839  until  1841,  having  also  served  as  Vice-President  within 
that  period.  In  1841  he  resigned  his  office  and  went  to 
Europe,  but  on  his  return  he  was  re-elected  a  director  in 
October,  1844,  and  served  as  Yice-President  from  May, 
1848,  until  June,  186(i,  retaining  the  oflice  of  director  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  at  his  residence  in  this  City, 
March  4tli,  1 879. 

Mr.  Ray's  oflftces  in  various  financial,  commercial, 
charitable   and  other  institutions   were   quite   numerous. 


r,io(;i:  \  I'll  It  \i.  <Ki:icm.-<.  ni> 

II.'  \\;i->  ;i  ini-lt'!'  of  ( 'ol  iiiiil>i:i  ( 'i  )l  Ii'l;<'  ;  :i  "lii'-rt  ui-  of  tin- 
.Ni'W  ^(||■k  l>i  I'l'  I II--II  r:i  iir.' :i  iiil  'rni^l  ( 'mIii  |i:i  II  \  ;  :i  (  n  t\  fiii.  .r 
(if   till-  Nfw    \oik   L\  iiii;  ill   lli)s|,ii;il  troiii   l^M.  .1 1'h-iw  :ir<ls 

\'ici'  rri'sidnil   ;iiiil     I'l  rsjdfiii  ;     ;i     tiii'^l f   ilif    liCiiox 

|jlir;ir\   ;    :i    « 1  i  1 1'l-i i >i-    of    lie  Mii^N-    :iiiil    iIk-  Slfrliim'    l-'ir<' 
1 11--11  r,i  lire  ('( iiii  ]  1:111  ics,  ;iii(|  ;i   diircidr  iiiid   ;i  ll  < 'i\v;ii"(  U  l*ri->i 
t  It-Ill   of  (  H-.'i'iiw  I  Kxl  ( 'ciiictt'i  y.       1  |c  w  MS  ;i  1-1  ( :i  \  ••vji  \  iii:ili  <  d' 
( ;  r:ic.'  (  Ml  III  ell.  ;iiid  i  K  I  I'l'M^ii  I'T   I'nr   iiiiiiiy    vi-.-irs.      In   1^:5.") 

lir   w  ;i->  ;i   >|r\\  ;||(|   (d'  !  Im'  S(.    N  idiolus  SocicI  \  ,   lllul  I'ur  ^  t'lU'S 

;i  iiiiiiil  H'l'  of  !  iir  I  nil  HI  (  d  nil. 

Mr.  IJ  A  'i  "s  ;u'li\f  lnisiii(\ss  ('iiivcr  CPJispd  on  liis  iii  ii  .iiK'nl 
rnmi  the  bankiiiu'  linn  ininird.  \',\  his  iii:irii:iL;f.  111  l>l'.'. 
wiih  ('i>i:m;i.i  \.  tdih'st  (hiiiiihliT  of  >i'.\tii.\m  1:1,  Tim  m  i  .  he 
li;id  si'vcral  (diildrrii.  Mr.  \l  \\  \\;is;i  iiiMii  of  tli»'  liii:hest 
inh'miiy,  iiit'l  hi)di<';i  1  in  iiis  hiisiiie.ss  li:iliits,  .soiiicwlni! 
ii'sei'ved  in  ni.iniirr.  I»iit  geuial  withal,  lie  iicvci'  (losiivd 
or  htdd  any  |M)liiical  office,  but  iievcnheless  did  all  in  his 
p.w.r  l<»  pioninii'  I  lie  \\<dt"art' and  ]>ros]K'rity  (if  his  iiati\'e 
Ciu  . 


JOHN    C.    GREEN. 

.loii.N  ld.i:\  1;  (tKi;i;.N  was  born  near  liawivnccvilh'.  X<'\\- 
•lersey,  on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  isoo.  His  lather's 
aiirrsiois  came  from  Kngland,  his  mother's  IVoiu  llolhmd. 
nr;ir  ihc  (dose  of  the  seventeenth  ccuiiiry.  l^ith  ramilies 
first  settled  on  Long  Island,  but  soon  i-emoved  \'<  N'  ^ 
dersey. 

His  grandfather,  r.'i.oiaiK  GitKKN,  niarrit'd  Ax.va  S.mith, 
daughtei- of  the  Kev.  C.m.kk  S.Mriii,  l*astor  of  the  Presby- 
terian Chnndi  of  Orange,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  Rev. 
dox.vTii.^N  ^hi  Ki.\>o.\JirstPi'esident  of  Princeton  ('(dlege. 
lie  settled  in  tlic  township  of  Lawrence,  entered  the  military 
service,  as  Captain,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  but  soon  died,  leaving  four  sons  under  seven  years  of 
agr.  Hie  eldest,  Caleh  S.mitii  Giikkn,  when  sixteen  years 
old,  took  entire  charge  both  of  his  father's  estate  and  of  his 
vounucr  brothers.     lie  married  Ei.iz.Mnrnt  A'axcleve,  a 
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lady  of  amiable  disposition,  fervent  piety,  and  j^reat  force 
of  character.  Their  second  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
ever  revered  his  mother's  memory,  and  attributed  to  her 
early  influence  and  wise  counsel  much  of  his  subsequent 
success  in  life. 

Mr.  Gkeex's  early  years  were  passed  on  his  father's 
farm  and  in  attending  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
In  his  fifteenth  year  he  went  to  reside  \vith  the  Rev.  Selah 
y.  AVooDiiULL,  his  uncle  by  marriage,  then  settled  in 
Brooklyn.  After  spending  some  time  at  school  in  that 
city,  he  entered  the  counting-room  of  N.  L.  &  G.  Gris- 
woLD,  at  that  time  among  the  most  eminent  shipping 
merchants  in  New-York,  By  his  diligence,  attention  to 
business,  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  employers,  he 
soon  gained  their  esteem,  and  attained  a  high  position  in 
their  service. 

In  1823,  Messrs.  Griswold,  ])eing  largely  engaged  in 
trade  with  South  America  and  Spain,  invited  Mr.  Green  to 
visit  those  countries  in  the  interest  of  their  firm.  To  their 
inquiry,  wdiether  he  would  accept  the  position,  he  at  once 
replied,  "Yes,  if  your  terms  suit  me."  The  terms  w^ere 
soon  settled,  and  in  a  few  days  he  embarked  on  the  ship 
"Potosi,""  nominally  as  suj^ercargo,  but  with  full  power 
to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  business  of  liis 
employers  at  the  various  ports  where  their  vessels  touched. 

After  an  absence  of  more  than  two  years,  one  of  which 
was  spent  in  Spain,  Mr.  Greex  returned  home  in  the  spring 
of  1826,  and  in  a  few  weeks  embarked  for  South  America 
and  China,  in  the  ship  "Panama,"'  with  the  same  general 
commission  as  before,  the  voyage  again  occupying  two 
years.  From  this  time  until  1833  he  made  an  annual 
voyage  to  China,  reaching  Canton  early  in  the  fall,  attend- 
ing to  the  loading  and  despatch  of  Messrs.  Griswold's 
vessels,  and  at  the  close  of  the  season  returning  home  in 
the  "Panama,"  the  only  ship  in  which  he  ever  sailed  after 
his  first  vovaii'e. 

In  1833  Mr.  Greex.  while  in  Canton,  preparing  to  return 
to  New- York,  was  invited  to  join  the  house  of  Russell  & 
Co.,    whose  senior  partner  was  compelled    to    leave  on 
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:i(Tonnf  of    lii-^  li-'.ilili.     Tlii^  iiivifntiMii   h.'  :icc.'|»|«m1  with 
sdiiH'    fc| iicl;iii('<',    liiiiilinu'  lii^  <'iiLi:mciii.'iit    \<>  tlnt-f    y<':irs 
fnnii  .l;mii:i!  \   Ut,  ISiil.      'I'lu' hiisiiirss  of  t  ln' li(iii>r.  ;ilr<':i<ly 
I;iil:i'.  was  i;ri'all\   iiicrrasfMl  l>y  IIk!  nccessioji  (»f  Mi\  (Jim  in 
til  (hi-  tirm  :is  its  ackmtw  Ifd^cd    head.      His   pcrft'ct    kii<>\\ 
It'di^c  of  I  he  hn\  s  and   iisapji's  (d"  ci'tniii'Ti-ial    \\\'<\  \\\^  ]<-\>\i- 
tat  ii'ii  I'm-  integrity,  and  Ids  cxpiTifiirc  and  •-kill  in  lni-incss 
madt'  liim  a  rcco.ixnizt'd  lt>adrr  in    the  sharji  rivalr>    of  tin; 
China    tiaih'.     'j'h.'    jtarl  nrrvhip    liad    scar<'«'ly    tfiminati'd. 
and  lis  allaiis  w.'rr  still    nnscttlcd,  when  tlir  miitteriiiirs  (»f 
till'  sidi'in,  wliiidi  in  IS:57  shook  thi'   linancial  woild  in  l>oth 
hi'inispheros,  were  heard  in  the  Kasr,  and  for  the  inotection 
of  his  honse,  theii"  numerous  corn^spoiidents,  ami  the  safety 
of  his  own  ]uivate  fortune,  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in 
China  two  years  lon.irer.      While  failures  were  occiiiiing  in 
all   parts  of  the  world,   the  <'redit  of  R»'ssi<:ll  &  Co.  re- 
maim^l  unshaken;  their  liabilities  in  J^ondon,  contracted 
in   canyiim-  on    their  enormous  business,  were   fully   <lis- 
charired,  and  Mr.  (ii;KKX  succeeded  in  removiuL^  his  own 
funds  to  London  and  New-York  without   loss,  thus  clo->ini; 
his  career  in  the  East  with  a  reputation  for  al-iliiy  and 
inteirrity  rai-ely  eijualled  and  never  surpassed. 

After  his  return  home  Mr.  GincKX  took  a  mu(di  needed 
rest  from  business  cares,  spending  some  time  in  the  ]deas- 
ures  of  social  intercourse  and  in  travel  in  his  native  land, 
makinga  careful  examination  of  the  resources  and  prospect.s 
of  the  Northern  and  parts  of  the  Western  States.  In  the 
full  of  1841  he  married  one  of  the  younger  daughters  of 
(tk<>r<;k  (linswiHJ).  Domestic  in  his  tastes,  his  house 
was  his  liome,  where  he  enjoyed  the  society  of  fiiinds  and 
ever  dispensed  the  most  generous  hospitality,  l^'or  some 
years  Mr.  (tIIEEX  continued  to  a  limited  extent  his  connec- 
tion with  the  China  trade,  but  at  an  early  day  his  keen 
observation  and  sound  judgment  foresaw  the  wonderful 
influence  wldch  the  railroad  system  of  the  Unite<l  States 
would  exert  in  the  development  of  the  country,  and  he 
gradually  embarked  in  various  railroad  enterprises,  always 
contributing  an  amount  of  capital  suflicient  to  give  him  an 
influential  voice  iu  their  management  and  control.     As  a 
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director  in  these  A-arious  roads,  in  tlie  Bank  of  Commerce, 
and  as  trustee  and  President  of  the  Bank  for  Savinfis  in  this 
City,  and  as  manager  in  various  charitable  institutions,  he 
ever  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  associates. 

Though  never  hokling  office,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  during  the  Civil  war  his  voice  was  ever 
raised,  and  his  potent  influence  in  monej'ed  corporations 
always  actively  exerted  in  support  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CtReex  possessed  a  deeply  religious  tempeniment. 
From  enrlv  manhood  he  took  an  active  interest  in  reliuious, 
benevolent  and  charitable  enterprises.  Deprived  by  a 
invsterious  Providence  of  all  his  children,  his  desire  to  aid 
the  snfferino-  and  to  do  good  to  his  fellow-men  increased 
with  his  advancing  years.  Charity  with  him  was  not  a 
mere  impulse  of  the  feelings,  but  a  deep,  abiding  principle. 
He  gave  largely  nnd  wiseh'.  Almost  every  benevolent  in- 
stitution of  the  City  was  a  recipient  of  his  generous  aid, 
and  to  many  of  them  he  contributed  his  time  and  labor  as 
well  as  his  abundant  means.  To  Princeton  College,  in  his 
n;itive  State,  he  was  a  generous  benefactor;  her  finest 
buildings  and  her  rich  endowment  being  largely  due  to  his 
mnnihcence. 

Mt.  CtReex  became  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce May  fith,  18.)9,  and  so  remained  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  did  not  enter  into  the  ordinary  proceedings 
of  the  body,  but  on  two  memorable  occasions  :  "  the  move- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  suffering  poor  of  Lancashire,"  and 
that  "in  aid  of  Chicngo  in  Hames,"  he  took  a  leading  and 
conspicuous  part.  His  stirring  appeals  and  generous  ex- 
ample on  these  occasions  are  among  the  cherished  records 
of  this  association. 

Mr.  Greex  died  at  his  home  in  this  City  on  the  29th 
of  April,  1875,  in  the  beginning  of  his  seventy-sixth  year, 
Avith  faculties  unimpaired  and  a  character  unblemished, 
leaving  behind  him  the  record  of  a  well  spent  life,  and 
looking  forward  in  the  full  assurance  of  hope  to  a  happy 
immortality  beyond  the  grave. 


r.i'M.i:  \  niK  \i.  --k  i.i<  iii.s.  ^H'^ 


CHARLES    H  .    M  A  h^  S  I  I  A  L  L. 

<  'ii  A  i;i.i  -  III  \  i:^  M  \  i:-ii  All..  (Hir  of  i  lie  l<-;i(|iim-  .sliiintiii^ 
iiii'icliMiiis  of  NfwAKrk  diiriim'  iIk-  Itriu'liN'sl  ]»t'ri»i(|  of 
Aiiii'iic;in  (•(  iiiiiiii-rcf,  \\:is  I'd]'  (i\cr  tliiiiy  \i';iis  ;i  [.rdiniiiriit 
;iii<l  ;iri  i\  ('  iiii'IiiIht  (if  i  In-  (Mi;i  iiiIh-i'  of  ( '<  >iiiiiiiTr»». 

lit-  w  :is  l)uni  ;ii  Ivc^jiMi.  \\';isliiiiul<>ii  ( 'niiiii  \ .  in  1  lir  Slnt«* 
(if  .\r\\  ^(l^k.  AiMilSiJu  I7l»-i.  I'xilli  <»ii  llic  riilln'i's  :ui<l 
iiiol  lifi's  side  111-  w  ;is  (tf  .\:iiil  iK'kt'I  ilcvci-iit .  His  ]i:iit'rii:il 
,iir;iii(|f;illi<'r,  J5i;n.iami\  M  a  i;-^ii  a  i.i.,  :i  (^iiiiUcr  !•>  iMilli. 
l'(>ll(i\\('<l  tlit'st';i.  Ii\i'(l.  w  lifji  (HI  slmrc.  in  X:iiil  inkd.  niid 
<li<'(l  ill  his  lioiiir  nil  iliai  ishiiid.  His  son,  ('iiai;i.i;-.  who 
l)i'i:;ill   lilr  ;is  ;i   s.dkir   (HI    the    deck    (if   M    NiMltllckcl    \\li:ilc|-. 

(Mniur:itc<l,  in  ITS."),  to  \\':isliinui(»n  Coiinly.  N<'\v-Vork. 
wlicic  \\i-  iiKinicd.  in  17S('»,  II  i:i'IIZKI5A!I  ('o|  i  in.  d.-iii-lilci- 
(d"  X  A  1 11  a  n  Co]  I  I  n.  (d'  Nniitncdvct,  :ilso  one  (d'  the  c'donists 
\N  lio  li;id  t;i!<i'ii  111!  I  lii'ir  :il)o(h'  in  N(^\v- York.  Of  I  he  s('\ cii 
(diildtcn  of  llicir  iiiiiiiiimc.  Tnc  sons  :ind  l  w  o  (l;iii,ulit<M>, 
('iiAi;i.i;s  IIi:m;v.  t  he  subject  of  tills  sket(li.  u.is  1  Ik-  t  liird. 
'rnic  to  the  instincts  of  their  Nnntindcer  Jineii.u'e,  ;ill  the 
sons  took  to  Tin.' sea,  and  all  l)ecaine  honoraldy  identilied 
as  shi])-niastei's,  with  the  Atueiican  in<M-(dianr  niafine. 
('iiAiM.Ks  II]:xi:v  l(dl  home  when  only  fifteen  yeais  of  :iLre, 
Aj^fil  ."»,  18(>7,  to  sefdv  his  foftiine  as  a  sailor,  lie  hkkIc  his 
way  to  Xantiudvet,  and  oifeivd  himsidf  to  (^aijtain  Sw.m.n, 
of  the  shiji  ••Lima,''  as  aMe  seaman  for  ;i  whalini;  \(»ya.ne. 
The  ra])tain  at  lirst  icimlsed  him.  s:iyiiiu-,  "  1  want  yiMini!: 
men,  l)Ut  yoii  aiv  a  mere  boy  and  too  liuht  for  my  iMir])oses.'' 
This  so  disheartened  vonn2r  Ma  i;-ii  ai.i.  t  hat  he  coiild  not 
conceal  his  mortilication,  on  whi(  li  the  Caiitain  relented,  and 
said.  •'  1  will  take  yon,  mv  lad  :  I  dare  sav  von  will  make 
up  in  smartness  what  vou  lack  in  •-ize."  Stimnlated  1>v  this 
enc(»iirai;-em(Mit,  younu"  MAnsiiAi.i-  joined  the  ship's  coin- 
]>any  with  alacrity,  and  began  liis  career  as  a  sailor.  lie 
made  several  voyages  before  the  In-eaking  ont  of  tin*  war 
with  Ennland  drove  the  American  merchant  vessels  from 
the  seas,  and  during  the  stormy  jieriod  of  the  conflict  de- 
voted himself  to  study,  laying  the  foundation  of  a  good 
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English  education,  and  formino-  the  habit  of  reading,  whicli 
he  retained  through  life  and  which  gave  him  always  much 
pleasurable  occupation.  During  a  part  of  the  year  1818  he 
taught  school  in  a  new  settlement  in  the  wilderness,  fifty  or 
.sixty  miles  northwest  of  Easton,  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
called  Sollendagah,  now  the  town  of  Northampton. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1815,  he  resumed  his  calling  as 
a  seaman,  and  shipped  as  second  mate  on  the  ship  "Mary,'' 
from  New-York  to  Oporto.  He  became  mate  of  the  vessel 
before  the  end  of  the  voyage.  In  1816  he  sailed  in  the  Liv- 
erpool trade,  first  as  mate  of  the  "  Albert  Gallatin,"  a  ship 
owned  by  Jacob  Barker,  then  as  mate  of  the  "■Courier," 
owned  by  Isaac  Wright  and  Jeremiah  Thompson,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  obtained  command  of  the  new 
ship  "Julius  Csesar,"  of  which  Philetus  and  Gabriel 
Havens  w^ere  owners. 

In  the  "Julius  Csesar"  he  made  a  famous  run  from 
Charleston  to  Liverpool,  in  boisterous  March  w^eather. 
sailing  a  day  later  than  the  ''Martha,"  a  fast  vessel  bound 
to  the  same  port,  and  commanded  by  an  experienced  master. 
The  "Julius  C^sar"  won  the  ocean  race,  arriving  in  the 
]3iitisli  Channel  eighteen  davs  after  leaving  Charleston  and 
at  Liverpool  eighteen  hours  before  the  "Martha,"  exclu- 
sive of  her  day's  start. 

In  1817  the  enterprise  of  a  few  shipping  merchants  in 
New-- York  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  line  of  packets 
between  New- York  and  Liverpool  known  as  the  "Black 
Ball  Line,"  and  afterwards  as  the  "  Old  Line"  of  Liverpool 
packets. 

This  was  an  advance  step  in  the  commerce  of  the  country 
and  marked  the  origin  of  regular  lines  of  ocean  passenger 
vessels  to  sail,  interchangeably,  from  New- York  to  Liver- 
pool on  a  certain  day  in  every  month  throughout  the  year. 
The  project  originated  with  Isaac  Wright  &  Son,  Francis 
Thompson,  Jeremiah  Thompson  and  Benjamin  Mar- 
shall, (a  member  of  a  different  family  from  that  of  Captain 
Marshall.)  The  prospectus  was  dated  "New- York, 
Eleventh  Month,  (November,)  27,  1817,"  and  stated  that  a 
line  of  four  vessels,    the   "Amity,"  the  "Courier,"   the 
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'' I*;ii'ilic  "  ;iliil  llir  •',l;iiiii-s  Moiiiof/"  <-:irli  df  :iliiiiii  litu 
tons  burl  In '11,  \':\^\  siiilns,  w  it  h  (•(  lUMiiml  iMii->  ;icc(  .iiiiii<  x  hit  i<  iiis 
for  p;  I  •-iSfiiLii  ■!•'<,  W'liiM  111'  (lfv[,:iic||,.(|  iii«  iiii  III  \  ,  dill-  I'ldiii 
^t'w  -  'S  oi  U  I  III  I  III'  li  I'l  li,  .-I  ml  Ml  If  rioiii  I  ,i\  .■r]i<M  i|  Mil  i  hi-  lii^i 
of  r\  cry  iiiMiii  li,  ( 'Miiicni|iMr;iiii'Miis  w  ii  h  I  liix  circiilMr  \\  •re 
:iiiiiMinicfitiriiis.  Iiy  Miller  t'iitcr|iiiviii^-  New  \'Mik  i':ii  rirrs, 
ol'   ;i    iii'w     liiK'   of    pMst-cliniscs   Im    lMiil;ii|flplii;i    :iii<l    :i    Iri- 

Weckl}    ■>|r;iIllliM;i  I    lilli'   Im    AH'llllV   I 

'I'll!'    Li\i'r] I  jiiicUfl  liiiM  |ii-M\  ('(I  a  success,  mihI  (';iiil:iiii 

.M\i;^ii\M,  lit'iMiiii'  Mill"  of  iis  uiMst  tnistiMl  nml  jiMpiihir 
sliii>-ni;is|cr>.  In  IS-j-J  he  (mmU  cMiiiniMmi  m!'  iIk-  "•  .Iiiim-s 
Croppei'/"  liiiili  for  the  line.  :i  slii[)  of  ."»(»()  toii.s  luiiilifii,  ;it 
tli:it  time  duiir  :i  iirodii^y  of  size.  In  tlie  simif  yt':ii'  lie 
iM.iiii.d  I'mi  L! A  Wkllman",  daughter  of  Doctor  Lkmi  i;i. 
W"  ii.i.M  A  N,  of  rii-riiioiu,  >»'.  H. 

Afhr  twflve  yeais  of  constant  service,  in  connniiipl  suc- 
(•t'ssi\rly  of  the  "James  Cropper,"  tlie  "]^>ril;iiiiii:i  "'  aiiij 
till-  "Soutli  America,"  Captain  iVfAKsnAi.!,.  in  1s:m.  Lit 
the  sea  to  assume  the  mana2;ement  of  tlie  "Old  Line/"  and 
after  a('(|uiring  the  interest  of  ('<»oi>iiUE  A:  (''>..  he  became 
its  itrinci})al  ])roprietor, 

Duriui:;  thirty  years  he  retained  the  business,  su)ieii?i- 
tendiui;-  the  iMiildino;  of  new  vessels  to  replac(^  the  «',ai-lier 
and  smaller  ships,  and  many  of  the  finest  carrying;  vessels 
in  our  ]»()rt  were  constructed  and  equipped  under  his 
pincticed  eye.  The  vessels  thus  added  by  liim  were  tlie 
••()\foi-d/'  "Canil.iid,ii-e,"  "New- York."  "  MMiiie/iinia." 
■•VMrksJiJre,''  "Fich'lia,"  -Isaac  Wri-ht,"  "Isaac  Webb/' 
"Cohnnbia,"  "Manhattan,"  "  Harvest  Que<Mi,"  "Great 
^Vestern "  and  "Alexander  Marshall.'"  ranL;in,ii'  froiii  ^"I'to 
to  1, .■)()()  t(^ns  burtlien.  He  carried  the  })acket  service  to  its 
lii.uhest  i)()int  of  utility  and  ]n-otit,  and  as  ir  Lrrndiially  irave 
way  to  vessels  pntpelled  by  steam,  he  eiuploye<l  his  ships 
in  other  lines  of  traffic,  until  advancing  years  compelled 
his  withdrawal  fioin  active  business. 

He  built  and  e4uii'[»ed  one  steamer,  the  "  I'nited  States," 
a  lirst  class  vessel  of  2,000  tons  burthen,  and  i»lace.d  her  on 
the  route  between  New-Yoi-k  and  Southampton,  but  after 
a  few  voyages  she  was  sold  to  the  Prussian  Goveriiment 
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duiiiig  the  contest  between  Denmark  and  Sclileswig-Hol- 
Stein, 

rCaptain  Marshall  was  distinguished  in  the  commercial 
circles  of  New- Yoriv  by  his  great  independence,  decision  of 
character,  sterling  integrity,  singleness  of  purpose  and 
large  public  spirit.  His  sympathies  were  specially  active 
as.  to  every  thing  touching  the  interests  of  seamen,  and  of 
the  commerce  which  they  served.  From  1851  to  1855  he 
was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration.  For  several 
years  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Com merce.  For  twenty  years  he  was  President 
of  the  Marine  Societ\%  and  as  such  ex  officio  a  Ti'ustee  of 
the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  an  institution  over  which  he 
watched  with  tlie  most  unremitting  assiduity.  Holding 
this  position  virtually  for  life,  and  actually  retaining  it 
until  his  death,  he  would  never  consent  to  an  election  as 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  the  acceptance 
of  that  office,  whose  incumbent  is  also  ex  offi.<:io  a  Trustee 
of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  would  necessitate  his  retire- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  term  from  the  latter  institution, 
which  was  one  of  the  objects  nearest  to  his  thoughts.  The 
kindred  and  neighboring  charities  of  the  Seamen's  Fund 
and  Retreat  and  the  Home  for  Seamen's  Children  shared 
with  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  in  his  constant  care. 

In  1815  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Pilots  for  the  Port  of  New- York,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  his  death. 

In  1801,  when  the  tiring  upon  Fort  Sumter  aroused  the 
loyal  and  patriotic  spirit  of  the  North  for  the  defence  of 
the  Union,  Captain  Marshall  was  foremost  in  the  efforts  of 
the  merchants  of  New- York  to  support  the  Government  in 
every  way  in  their  power.  As  early  as  1854  he  had  co- 
operated in  the  efforts  made  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  I  he 
Missouri  Compromise.  In  185G  he  voted  for  Fre.moxt  and 
Daytox,  and  was,  from  the  first,  an  ardent  member  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active  of  the 
Union  Defence  Committee  organized  at  the  great  meeting 
of  citizens  held  in  Union  Square  April  20,  1861,  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  house  on  Fourteenth-street,  over  whose  roof 
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ill''  ll;iu'  which  h:i(l  \\;i\r(|  t\\<-\-  Siimifi-  \\;(s  i-uisftl  aii'l  ki-jil 
ll  villi;' (I  III  iiii;'  the  f\  rill  I'll  I  i|;i\s  which  riilhiutMl  th:it  iiiccl- 
iiiu'  \\  hih'  I  he  Ijivi  iri:iiiiciiis  w  cir  lit'iii'^  hull  ic(l  >(»iil  hw.ii'l. 
lit'  \\:is  :icii\r  ill  ihc  oi  ^iiiii/iilinii  of  Hm'  I  nioii  Li-ii-im' 
( "lull.  ;iliil  ill  I  III  Mii«  ij  iiii;-  :ill  I  he  liir;i  sines  l>y  w  liiili  il  ^oii-hl 
to  si  iriiLii  hrii   ||ie  A 1 1 1 II  i  1 1  i  •>!  1:1  li  ( '11  ill    ils  ure;ii  iiiiru;ir\  iiiul 

lili;ilici;il  exim'licies,  ;ill(l  W  ;is  Sel\  i  IllJ,-  ;is  i  I  s  (liinl  l*l'esi<|elil 
:it    I  he   lime  of  his  (ie;i|  II. 

<';ili|;iiii  M\i;sii\i.i.  siir\i\"e(l  llie  successful  issue  of  ili«» 
\\;ir  for  liie  I  nion,  iiiid  .-iMeiitletl  :il  \V:isliiiiL;t()ii  wiili  ;i 
llllue  (Ie]iilt:itio|l  of  his  fellow-cit  i/.elis  oil  1  he  occnsion  ol 
tile  ji.issiip'  l)y  Coimress  of  llie  Colistil  Ul  i(  mill  :illieli(llliell1 
;ilMi|is!iiim-  sl;i\eiy  nild  ('st;iI)lisllill,U'  ficedolii  t  lil-(>Mi;liolil 
I  hi-  I  iiiied  Sf;ii<>s.  Shortly  :ifler\\;ir(ls  he  visih'd  l"".iiiope 
for  ihe  hist  liiiic.  :iii<l  oii  his  leiiiin  home.  Sei)tenil>er  ."illi, 
IS  T).  wns  seized  with  :m  illness  w  lii«  li  'eiiuiimted  f:it:ill\'  on 
tlu^  '2'-U\  of  the  Slime  monlli.     At  the  iiex!  eiisiiinu'  iiieeiiiiir 

(>f  llie  (JKimiter  ;)f  ('olllllierce,  lieM  »)clol>er  Tilh.  :i  \\;illll 
Mild  toiicliiiiii- Tribute  wns  ]i:iid  lo  his  iiieniory  and  services, 
the  record  df  wliich  i-eni;iiiis  ;is  a  lit  lUfiiHuial  to  one 
who.  at  e\ery  period  of  Ids  ionu'  and  e\eiiifiil  cnieei'.  Imd 
sliow  n  himself  t'()ual  to  all  the  tasks  ln^  iiiidert<  lok.  line 
to  e\eiy  ivj.ition  of  life,  and  faithful,  alike  in  |iii\ate 
and  imlilic  service,  to  every  ti-iist  coiuinitl<'d  to  his  •liari,^'. 
--\\'ii.!JAM   Ai.ij;.\   15uTLi:i;. 


JAMES    STOKES. 

James  Stokes  was  born  near  tlie  corner  of  Wall  and 
William  streets,  in  this  Citv.  on  January  :?lst.  iNM.  Ili.s 
i'atlier,  Thomas  Stoki;s,  was  l)orn  in  London.  Eniilaiiil.  and 
was  the  intimate  friend  and  co-worker  of  Jioinin  Haiki:s, 
tile  founder  of  Sunday  Schools,  and  of  tlie  Rev.  JoiiN  \  ink 
Uali.,  and  the  Kev.  KowLA^•l)  IIiu,,  who  formerly  preaclied 
in  Surrey  Chapel,  London.  He  was  also  associated  with 
Willi  AM  Cakky  and  others  in  the  founding  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society. 
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Thomas  Stokes  came  to  this  country  in  June,  1798,  and 
settled  near  Sing  Sing,  on  the  Hudson  River,  but  afterwards 
took  up  liis  residence  in  New- York,  and  with  his  sons 
bought  real  estate  on  Broadway,  near  Rector-street,  and 
elsewhere  in  tlie  City,  all  of  which  proved  very  profitable. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  director  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  and  of  the  American  Tract  Society. 

In  1837  James  Stokes  married  Caroline  Phelps, 
daughter  of  Anson  G.  Phelps,  and  afterwards  joined  his 
father-in-law  in  business,  becoming  a  member  of  the  house 
of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.  He  remained  a  partner  until 
December  3 1st,  1878,  when  he  left  it  to  become  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  banking  house  of  Phelps,  Stokes  &  Co. 
He  was  an  eminently  successful  merchant,  and,  guided  by 
his  shrewd  Judgment,  almost  invariably  made  safe  invest- 
ments. In  politics  Mr.  Stokes  was  originally  a  Henry 
Clay'  Whig  and  Colonizationist,  and  afterwards  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  never  held  any  public  office. 
Mr.  Stokes  was  an  active  member  of  the  old  Public  School 
Societj^,  an  organization  which  was  afterwards  merged  into 
the  present  Board  of  Education  ;  in  this  Society  he  had  as 
associates  Peter  Cooper,  George  T.  Trimble  and  other 
philanthropic  New-Yorkers.  For  many  years  Mr.  Stokes 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Madison  Square  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  In  his  impulses  he  was  eminently  charitable, 
and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association,  for  the  founding  and  main- 
tenance of  which  he  contributed  largely,  as  he  did  also  to 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  of  which  he  was  a 
trustee.  In  all  his  business  enterprises — which  were  very 
extensive— he  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  the  highest  honor. 
He  was  President  of  the  Ansonia  Clock  Company,  the  An- 
sonia  Brass  and  Copper  Company,  a  director  in  the  Shoe  and 
Leather  Bank  and  in  various  other  financial  institutions. 
He  was  also  largely  interested  in  Pennsylvania  and  Michi- 
gan pine  lands,  and  an  active  member  of  many  organiza- 
tions of  a  charitable  and  social  character.  Mr.  Stokes 
died  on  Orange  Mountain,  New- Jersey,  where  he  was  tem- 
porarily staying,  August  1st,  ISSl,  in  the  seventy-eighth 
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\  i':ir  of  his  ;ii;t'.  1 1  i->  w  i  fr,  ;i  l;ii|y  tmirli  n<>li'i|  fur  li<  r  pi<  i  \ 
:ili(|  i;()(m1  \S(irks,  (lied  li\i'  iiiniitlis  |iit'\  ii 'll-^.  ||i-  lill  m\(  n 
siir\  i\iiii;-  ell ildi I'll,  four  sons  ami  lliifr  (lauiililrrs. 


PAUL    SPOFFORD. 

r  \  n.  Si'(iirniji»  was  1)0111  in  New  lJo\v]<'\-,  i  now  (n'orire- 
tow  II,  )  Massaclni'-ftts.  l-'clinia ly  ISili.  ITl*".'.  Ili-was  sixth 
ill  ilrsrcnt  fioin  .loiiN  Si'oiioKD,  who,  wiih  oihiMs.  fani"' 
with  lh<'  lu'v.  Jv.KKiKh  Ro(ii:i;s  from  Kiiiiland  lo  ihis 
roll  11 1 1  y  in  1();?8. 

AfhT  s|icii(liiii;-  a  I't'W'  ycai's  in  a  coiintry  slor<',  \\r  ciii- 
haiU.'d  in  l'ii>in.'ss  in  Ilaveihil],  Mass.  Thfiv  lie  nia(h'  Ihc 
arijnaintatice  of  Tiiom  as  'riLKST(>N.  then  (-(liior  of  \]\,-  M.Tii- 
iiKu-lv  Intelligencer.  Much  of  the  l)usiness  tlwM-e  was  w  liat 
may  Ix'  ti-nnt'd  a  barter  trade.  At  times  the  articles  taken. 
Mich  as  shoes,  liats,  cV'c,  suitable  foi'  the  South.  w<mld 
accumulate,  and  it  was  very  desirable  to  tind  a  ready 
oiiilel.  Mr.  SpoiKoKi*  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Tilkston. 
decichnl  to  establish  a  commission  house  for  that  i»ur))Ose. 
and  in  the  sprin.n-  of  ISIS  came  to  New- York  and  formed  a 
pai'tnershi])  under  the  firm  name  of  Si-oi  loiio  \  Tilkstox. 
They  soon  l)ecanie  large  shippers  of  domestic  maniifactnies 
to  vaiioiis  j.oris  in  the  (iulf  States,  the  W«'St  Indies  and  to 
Souih  America.  This  prolitable  trade  induced  the  linn 
t(>  estal)lish  and  maintain  for  many  years  reiriilar  liii's  of 
sailing  yessels  to  the  ports  with  which  they  had  business 
ivlations.  Meanwhile  S])ain  had  laid  a  heayy  duty  on  our 
manufactures,  so  that  the  goods  formerly  shijiped  to  Cuba 
could  no  longer  be  sent  thither,  ])ur  the  iirm  liad  become 
well  established  as  importers  of  colfee  and  sugar. 

in  bS]S  Enu'land  began  to  construct  and  runocran  steam- 
ships.  American  ]iacket  ships  at  that  period  had  attained 
a  world-wide  celebrity  for  beauty  of  construction,  speed 
and  safety.  Her  success  led  our  citizens  to  emulate  in  part 
her  example;  but  as  United  States  steamers  were  of  light 
build,  while  the  English  yessels  were  constructed  expressly 
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for  the  service  and  were  heavily  subsidized,  navigation  of 
the  ocean  by  steam,  from  tliese  and  other  causes,  made  no 
progress  in  this  country. 

Spofford  &  TiLESTox,  Avho  had  contributed  to  the 
buikling  up  of  our  mercantile  marine,  saw  that  the  era  of 
the  sailing  vessel  was  passing  away,  and  that  steam  power 
would  in  the  near  future  control  the  navigation  of  the 
ocean.  After  thoroughly  convincing  themselves  that 
staunch,  well-equipped  and  adequate  steamships  could  be 
built  in  this  country,  they  contracted  with  William  H. 
Browx  and  Stillmax,  Allex  &  Co.  for  the  construction 
of  the  steamship  "Southerner,"  which  made  her  first  ti-ip 
in  1840,  and  proved  a  success,  weathering  with  perfect  ease 
and  safety  some  of  the  most  terrific  gales.  A  few  months 
later  the  firm  built  the  '' Xortherner,''  an  equally  fine 
vessel.  This  enterprise  stimulated  others  to  establish 
ocean  steamship  lines,  and  Collixs,  Livixgstox,  Yax- 
DERBiLT,  Law  and  others  soon  placed  fine  steamships  on 
the  ocean. 

Spofford  &  Tilestox  also  became  the  owners  of  a  line 
of  Liverpool  packets,  and  their  ships,  the  "Sheridan," 
"Roscius,"  "Garrick"  and  the  '"Siddons,"  are  still  re- 
membered by  some  of  our  older  merchants  for  their  grace 
a  nd  beauty  of  proportion.  But  larger  vessels  were  required, 
and  the  firm,  therefore,  substituted  for  those  named,  the 
"Webster,"  "Orient,"  "Calhoun,"  "  Henrv  Clav "  and 
others,  which  were  then  the  largest  of  any  engaged  in  the 
Liverpool  trade.  The  firm  also  were  among  the  first  to  fit 
up  and  despatch  ships  to  California  during  the  excitement 
there  consequent  upon  the  discovery  of  gold. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  the  firm  of  Spofford  & 
Tilestox  were  among  the  largest  sufferers  by  the  blockade 
of  the  Southern  ports,  and  by  the  interruption  of  our  com- 
merce with  the  West  Indies.  Their  heavy  losses,  however, 
did  not  cause  them  to  waver  in  their  duty  to  their  country. 
At  once  they  arrayed  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  Union, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  conflict  their  faith  remained  unshaken 
as  to  the  result.  They  spurned  all  temptation  to  put  any 
of  their  vessels  under  a  foreign  flag,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
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.'iiiiK'd  tlirir  II,i\;iii;i  sli-.i  Ill-^lli  [k,  ;iii(1  (ilitaiii'il  ci  )iiiiiiissi()iis 
ill  llir  I  iiilnl  S|;ilrs  N:i\y  forllifii-  c;!]!!:!!!!--.  :iinl  inistrd 
l()  t  III'  skill  Mini  |i!ili|i'ii('t'  <»r  I  Ik'  CI)  111  hi:  I  IK  I '-is  df  l  heir  <>tlnT 
\  fs^rU.  K(  Ht  iiii.itfi  \ ,  w  ii  li  I  111'  f\c.'j)i  idii  1  if  I  In;  si  t*;i  III  si  lip 
••  N.isliv  illc,"'  :ill  ('sc;i|ifi|  <';ipl  iin-. 

A  llli(>ni;li  iiritlicr  Mr.  Si'.  .11  i  hM"  imr  liis  prirtiKT  I'vcr 
lirld  pM|iiic;il  MJliri'.  yi'l  liotli  olirH  caiiii'  into  ('(iiilact  with 
:inil  w  I  Tt' iiTciit  ly  f^lt't'iiit'il  •'>'  tin'  inosi  iiroiniiidif  sliitcs- 
iiii'ii  iif  the  (l;iy.  In  1S04  Mr.  TiLL^idN  (linL  :iiiii  fh(Hii:h 
this  liiss  of  ;i  pnitiii'i"  Mild  li  I'l-  loiii:;  i'liciid  was  :i  severe 
Mow  to  Mr.  Si'oiidi;i>,  lie  iifvcrtiieless  bore  tlio  strain  urll, 
and  contiiined  ad  ively  in  tlie  business  until  liis  o\\  n  deatli 
took  place,  tlirmiiili  par.ilysis,  on  October 'JSlli,  ISOii. 

Ml'.  Si'oi  ioi;i)  was  connected  Avith  Aarious  <'nt<'i'[»rises. 
l'\)r  years  111'  was  Treasurer  and  one  (d"  tli<'  Council  of  the 
New -^olk  liiiMTsity.  ami  a  dii'ector  in  the  Erie.  Ilaileni 
and  other  i-aiiroads,  and  in  several  l)anks,  lire  and  marine 
insnraiu'e  conipaiues.  He  and  liis  partner,  Mr.  Tilksion. 
a  sketch  of  whom  immediately  follows,  were  elected  mem- 
l)ersof  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  ()ctol)er  1st,  IKJ;;,  and 
their  membership  continued  until  deatli.  Throuirh  a  lon,^ 
business  career  tlie  relations  between  these  partners  wei-e 
the  most  cordial  and  happy,  and  the  lirm  of  Si'ofi  oim)  iV 
Tii,i:sTox  will  always  be  associated  witli  the  development 
of  the  commerce  of  the  nation. 


THOMAS   TILESTON. 

TiroMAs  Tii.i'.sTox,  the  business  partner  of  the  above 
named  r.\ri.  Spofi-'oud,  Avas  born  in  l^ostoii.  Mass.. 
Aui2:ust  j:Uh,  17l»:?.  At  the  aire  of  thiiteen  he  obtained 
a  situation  in  the  juintinii-  establishment  of  (tiikknoiuii 
\'  Stkhbixs,  of  that  City,  the  salary  being  thirty  dollars 
a  year  and  board.  As  an  apjtrentice  he  was  dili,i;ent, 
studious  and  observing,  and  he  soon  became  not  only  a 
competent  type-setter,  but  a  proof  reader,  emjiloying  liis 
spare  time  in  literary  work,   which  brought  him.  pecun- 
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iarily  at  least,  some  success.  Too  close  application,  how- 
ever, weakened  his  eyesight,  and  for  some  months  he  was 
unable  to  pursue  his  labors.  About  this  period  the  junior 
partner  in  the  publishing  house  of  Greenough  &  Stebbhsts 
was  changed,  and  Greenougii  &  Burrill,  the  new  firm, 
removed  their  business  to  Haverhill.  Soon  afterwards  Mr. 
Tileston"  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Greenougii,  and 
the  business  was  continued  by  Burrill  &  Tilestox,  the 
latter  assuming  the  editorship  of  the  Merrimack  IntelU- 
f/encer,  of  which  the  firm  Avere  the  proprietors. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  selected  by  his  old  em- 
ployers to  superintend  the  printing  of  an  American  edition 
of  King  James'  Translation  of  the  Bible,  and  this  edition 
disjDlays  evidence  of  painstaking  care  and  great  ability.  In 
181  o  he  took  entire  charge  of  the  publishing  and  printing 
business  of  the  firm  named.  But  the  most  important  part  of 
Mr.  Tilesto:n^'s  career  was  yet  to  come.  Prior  to  the  war  of 
1812  Massachusetts  was  a  commercial  but  not  a  manufac- 
turing State.  She  bought  liberally  of  English  goods,  and 
readily  found  a  market  for  her  surplus  l)readstuffs  and 
fish.  The  State  was  opposed  to  a  protective  tariff,  while 
South  Carolina  earnestly  contended  for  it.  The  war  of  1812 
caused  great  changes,  by  which  Massachusetts  lost  her 
market,  her  surplus  capital  was  driven  out  of  employment, 
and  she  became  a  manufacturing  State.  Haverhill  became 
a  manufacturing  ceiitre,  and  the  merchants  there  having 
decided  to  establish  a  permanent  agency  iu  New- York, 
proposed  to  Mr.  Tileston,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Spof- 
EORD,  who  resided  in  the  same  town,  to  proceed  to  New- 
York  to  receive  consignments.  This  proposal  was  accepted, 
and  thus  the  firm  of  Spofford  &  Tilestox  was  formed  in 
this  City,  in  the  year  1818,  and  its  career  is  detailed  at 
some  length  in  the  previous  sketch  of  Mr.  Spofford. 

In  1840  Mr.  Tileston  was  elected  President  of  the  Phenix 
Bank,  and  continuedin  that  office  until  his  death.  Hismind 
was  evenly  balanced,  his  industry  knew  no  tiring,  and  his 
sagacity,  skill  and  promptness  gave  him  many  advantages 
in  mercantile  transactions.  Mr.  Tilestox  died  suddenly, 
in  this  City,  on  February  SUth,  1804,  in  the  seventy-first 

\ 
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\r;\v  III"  Ills  iiiic  His  I'd!'! y  six  years  <tf  ;icli\f  Imsini-^s  lifr 
(■;ill''(|  lor  ;iii(l  (lt'S('i\  rd  iIm-  follow  iii^;  Irihiitf  which  tht* 
( 'li;iiiil'f!-  ol"  (joiiinieire  jciid  lt>  his  mrniory  m  ;i  iiH'<*tin;^ 
li.jd  .M;ii.li  :;(l,  a  few  days  afler  his  (h'aili  : 

Diiiiiiii;  tlic  hisl  hveiity  years  his  inlliit'iice  in  this 
Chamber  and  elsrwliero  has  been  constantly  extended  to 
those  cliaritahle  and  |tnl»lie  movements  and  measures  w  hieli 
iiavc  made  onr  C'ity  justly  celebrated. 

J^esolvcd,  That  in  Ins  decease  the  mercantile  commn- 
niiy  has  l(»st  an  estimable  menil)er,  tlie  young  mercliant  a 
valued  friend,  and  the  City  of  New- York  one  of  the  active 
supporters  (»f  its  <-oniniercial  greatness, 

JiesolrciL  Tliat  in  our  varied  forms  of  intercourse  with 
the  lamented  deceased,  we  can  all  bear  testimony  to  his  in- 
dustry, enei-gy,  sagacity  and  ability  ;  totheskil!  andcourage 
with  which  lie  foresaw  or  adopted  and  entered  into  well- 
considei'ed  and  productive  plans  of  enterprise  and  imjjrove- 
nii'iir  ;  to  the  promptitude,  j^unctnality  and  lidelity  with 
which  he  pnrsued  such  plans  and  performed  his  engage- 
ments, and  to  his  liberal  public  spirit. 

Ih'solced,  That  after  a  long  intimacy  with  him,  we 
express  with  gratitude  our  appreciation  of  his  virtues  as  a. 
citizen  and  friend,  his  probity  of  character  and  his  genial, 
social  qualities. 


COMFORT    SANDS. 

Co^rFOKT  Sands  was  born  at  Sands"  Point.  «in  Long 
Island,  February  20th,  174S.  He  came  of  an  KnL,dish 
fanuly,  that  in  former  times  had  been  most  active  in  the 
settlement  of  Virginia  and  the  Bermuda  Islands,  and  a 
member  of  which,  IIknuy  Sands,  had,  in  1632,  emigi\ited 
from  Yorkshire  and  settled  in  Boston  Jis  a  merchant, 
dving  there  in  the  vear  IC.")]. 
13 
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Hexry  Saxds  bronglit  with  him  a  son  or  nephew, 
James  Saxds,  who,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  followed  the 
celebrated  Axxe  Hutciiixsox  to  the  Dutch  settlements, 
near  New- York,  and  when  that  lady,  together  with  four- 
teen of  her  family,  Avere  murdered  by  the  Indians,  he  took 
refuge  in  the  Providence  Plantations,  seated  himself  in  the 
Colony,  and  married  the  daughter  of  Joiix  Walker,  a 
man  historically  distinguished  as  one  of  the  eighteen  per- 
sons associated  wdth  Roger  Williams  in  founding  Rhode 
Island. 

In  1660  James  Saxds,  having  sold  his  lands  in  Provi- 
dence, joined  Doctor  Joiix  Alcock  and  others  in  the  pur- 
chase and  settlement  of  Block  Island.  The  history  of  his 
life  there,  so  quaintly  told  by  the  old  historian  of  the  In- 
dian Wars  of  New-England,  shows  clearly  the  sturdy 
character  of  one  whose  religious  enthusiasm  in  early  life 
had  separated  him  from  family  and  friends,  and  whose 
later  life  was  passed  as  the  leader  and  protector  of  an  iso- 
lated community,  ahvays  at  war  with  French  privateers, 
buccaneers  and  Indians, 

In  1695  three  of  the  sons  of  James  Sands  took  up  lands 
on  Long  Island,  at  what  is  noAv  Sands'  Point,  and  from 
Jonx,  the  eldest,  descended,  in  the  third  generation,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Comfort  Sands  w^as  one  of  seven  sons.  He  obtained 
such  an  education  as  was  afforded  by  a  good  school  at 
Hempstead,  and,  on  his  father  s  death,  in  1760,  he  came  to 
Xew-York,  w^here,  after  some  training  as  a  clerk  by  his 
elder  brother,  he  entered  the  counting  room  of  Joseph 
Drake,  a  merchant  then  doing  business  in  Peck  Slij). 

In  1769  he  entered  into  business  as  a  merchant,  on  his 
own.  account,  a  little  later  associating  with  himself  Chris- 
topher Rosevelt  as  a  partner,  and  in  the  same  year  he 
married  Miss  Sarah  Dodge,  the  daughter  of  Wilkes 
Dodge,  and  grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Hunt,  of  Hunt's 
Point. 

During  the  very  earliest  stages  of  active  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  Parliament,  the  name  of  Comfort  Saxds 
is  to  be  found  among  those  who  guided  and  led  the  people 
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iiilo  open  rt'\  i>luii()ii  ;iij:aiiisi  (Jic.-it  Ilriinin.  fur  :i.s  early  :is 
ITHa  lie  Avns  of  tlir  small  party  wliidi  in  the  njtrht  reiii(»ve(l 
ii'ii  halt's  of  the  ohiioxiuiis  staiiiiiel  paiH-i"  from  a  ]yr\<s  just 
.iriived  fi'om  LoikIoh,  (tlieii  Ivint;  at  the  f((ot  of  Hurliiiir 
~-li|>,)  ami  assisted  in  luiiniiiu  the  jiaper  <»ii  tht*  beach,  near 
(Jol.  Ixi'TciKKs'  jilace. 

In   IT'-'.t    lie   sii^ned   tho  •j)lede-e   of  the  ''Associated  Mt-i 
cliaiiK  ■"  m>i    to  import    from(»reat  l)ritain  until   the  Arts 
imposim,^   diilies   on    tea,  paints   ami    t^lass  slionld   be  re- 
l)ealed. 

In  177-1  (.'on^i;it'ss  met  in  l*liiladeli)hia  and  i-esolved  (tn  a 
general  ''non-importation  ;"  and,  to  carry  this  into  elTert, 
created  ii  Committee  of  Sixtv,  of  which  CoMFoin'  Sa.\i>s 
was  an  active  member. 

In  May,  177.""),  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  he  was 
chosen  one  of  a  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  nominated  by 
Congress  to  cany  the  public  measures  into  execution  ; 
and  nn  the  7th  of  JNovember,  in  the  same  year,  lie  was 
elected  one  of  the  twenty-one  members  of  the  Provim-ial 
Congress,  and  served  till  July  1,  ITTH. 

On  the  loth  of  January,  1770,  he  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and.  at  the  request  of 
the  Committee,  sent  three  vessels  to  the  West  Indies  to 
procure  powder,  arms  and  medicines.  The  largest  of  the 
vessels  lie  owned  was  taken  on  the  voyage,  the  lirst  vessel 
<'a])tured  by  the  enemy  in  the  war. 

In  1776CoMronT  Sands  was  again  elected  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  by  which  body  he  was  unanimously 
appointed  Auditor-General  of  the  Province  of  New- York. 
Tn  consequence  of  the  resolution  in  Congress  of  May  ].">, 
I77«),  a  body  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  New- 
York  was  elected.  Comfort  Sands  being  one  of  the  num- 
ber, to  iiorm  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  New- York  in 
particular,  and  the  United  Colonies  in  general.  They  as- 
sembled in  Xew-Y''ork  ;  bnt  the  English  having  taken  the 
City,  they  met  as  they  could  at  White  Plains  and  at 
Kingston. 

In  all  these  public  trusts  Comfort  Sands  had  no  hope 
of  that  reward  which  ever  attends   a   successful  military 
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career.     His   labors   during    the    war  were   constant  and 
arduous,  full  of  responsibility  and  weighted  with  care. 

When  the  war  broke  out  he  was  most  happily  situated 
as  to  his  private  affairs,  having  already  made  a  fortune 
by  mercantile  ventures.  He  saw  clearly  that  the  path 
of  peace  would  lead  him  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  success. 
The  larger  part  of  what  he  had  already  gained  was  invested 
in  ships,  therefore,  a  war  with  the  greatest  naval  power  on 
earth  promised  him  only  ruin  ;  but  laying  aside  every  con- 
sideration of  self,  he  ventured  all  in  the  cause  of  the  Col- 
onies—his time,  his  efforts  and  his  fortune  ;  and  these  gifts 
which  he  so  freely  offered,  his  country  as  freely  accepted. 

Comfort  Sa^'DS  was  one  of  these  to  whom  the  Govern- 
ment, during  those  trying  times,  looked  most  anxiously 
for  encouragement  and  support ;  on  whose  efforts  the  Con- 
gress depended,  for  finding  ways  and  means  to  carry  on  the 
war ;  to  secure  the  public  peace  ;  to  sustain  the  armies  in 
the  field;  to  carry  out  such  measures  as  would  tend  to 
insure  success,  and  finally  lay  broad  and  deep  the  basis  of 
an  independent  State. 

In  all  political  disruptions  the  temper  and  inclination  of 
the  people  must  ever  be  a  great  factor  in  the  desired  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  of  the  settlement  of  the  State.  Apart 
from  military  operations,  success  in  revolution  generally 
depends  upon  a  comparative  few,  whose  wealth,  faith  and 
courage  are  the  powers  which  sustain  a  provisional  govern- 
ment. It  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  Colonies,  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  to  possess  a  number  of  citizens 
endowed  with  the  highest  character  and  abilities ;  and 
Comfort  Saxds  was  happy  in  being  intimately  associated 
in  his  public  duties  with  Hamiltox,  Jay,  Livingstot^  and 
others,  whose  names  have  become  the  synonym  of  all  that 
is  noble,  exalted  and  patriotic.  With  Washington  he 
Avas  on  friendly  terms,  and  by  him  greatly  respected.  By 
Robert  Morris  he  was  highly  valued,  as  one  on  whom 
the  Government  could  depend  in  times  of  its  sore  financial 
distress.  To  Edward  Livixgstox  he  was  as  a  brother, 
acting  with  him  at  all  times  for  the  common  cause. 

The  end  of  the  war  found  Comfort  Sands  much  crix)pled 
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in  liis  rt'ijoiirct's,  and,  like  iii:in\'  others,  In-  cdntiiiui'd  t<i  Ix? 
lorii;-  harassed  in  adjnstini;  his  rlaitiis  wiili  our  (Jovjtii- 
rnent,  ih^n  in  a  chaoijr  stat»;  and  altnosl  liaid\rii|il.  In 
178:^,  h()Wt'\(.>r,  he  was  slill  a  vouiil;  nian,  ImiI  his  altiliti»*s 
and  pnhlic  services  had  sccur<'d  I'dv  him  I  h'-  fricnd-^hip  of 
I  ht'  f(ii-t'rn<)st  men  of  ihf  country,  an<i  h>'  took  lardv  as  an 
important  ami  intliicntial  citiz»'ii.  llt^  re-r.stal)lisht'(l  his 
mercantile  business  on  a  lander  scale,  liis  sliips  1»«  in^ 
arnonu'  the  iirst  to  sliow  our  Hair  in  f(treiL,Mi  jtorts,  an<l  ho 
lent  his  aiil  in  ])r(>motin<j:  puMic  institutions  of  utility  to 
commerce  and  to  tlie  State. 

On  April  'iOlh,  1784,  Mr.  Sands  was  elected  a  mend)e|- 
of  the  Chamber  of  Coninierce,  its  Second  Vice-}*resi(lent 
May  7th,  171):^,  and  its  President  May  6tb,  171)4,  and  served 
in  that  oflice  nntil  May  1st,  1798. 

With  A  i.ix  ANDKR  H.VMiLTON  he  was  associated  in  found- 
ing the  Hank  of  Xew-York,  and  acted  witli  liini  on  the  jirst 
Hoard  of  Directors.  His  own  funds  deposited  in  that 
institution  from  July,  1795,  to  November,  1797,  amounted 
to  ^3,443, 87:^,  a  phenomenal  sum  in  those  days,  Ijut  illus- 
trative of  tlie  vast  mercantile  business  he  liad  develo})ed. 

The  date  of  the  ''Berlin  Decree"  of  Napolkox  found 
the  ships  of  Comfort  Sands  at  sea  or  in  foreign  ports. 
Many  of  tliem  were  seized  and  condemned,  and  this  spoli- 
ation by  the  French  proved  Ins  ruin.  In  .lune,  1801.  he 
was  declared  a  baidvru])t  under  the  harsh  and  unsettled 
laws  of  that  day — a  settlement  with  his  numerous  and 
jtowerful  creditors  took  place,  and  the  final  accounting 
yielded  a  surplus  of  $118,000,  a  result,  tlie  Court  said,  (»f 
which  there  was  no  other  instance  on  record. 

About  178(5  (■oMFOKT  Sands  joined  his  brother  in  the 
purchase  and  development  of  an  estate,  consisting  mainly 
of  a  large  part  of  the  site  of  the  present  City  of  l^rooklyu, 
and  that  Citv  still  boasts,  amonc;  those  of  her  most  disliu- 
guished  citizens,  the  name  of  J<>sih;a  Sands. 

After  the  settlement  of  his  estate  in  bankruptcy  he  re- 
tired from  mercantile  life,  and  passed  much  of  his  time  at 
his  country  seat  at  the  then  small  village  of  Newark,  in 
Xew-Jersev. 
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His  first  wife  having  died  in  1795,  he  married,  in  1797, 
Cordelia,  the  daughter  of  Abram  Lott,  who  had  been 
Treasurer-General  of  the  Province  of  New- York.  By  that 
lady  he  had  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Robert  Charles 
Sat^ds,  who  died  early  in  life,  was  distinguished  for  his 
learning  and  literary  abilities.  Of  the  children  bv  his  first 
wife,  two  sons  died  in  France,  and  only  by  one  son,  Joseph 
Sands,  was  the  family  continued  in  the  male  line. 

In  appearance  Comfort  Sands  was  tall,  of  a  clear  florid 
complexion  and  prominent  features  ;  in  character  he  was 
firm,  open  and  unsuspecting,  generous  to  friends,  relatives 
and  dependents,  and  liberal  of  his  time  and  property  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  good. 

In  constitution  he  w^as  perfect,  knowing  nothing  of  ail- 
ment or  illness,  and  callable  of  performing  any  amount  of 
work.  His  life  was  one  long  scene  of  industry  and  activity 
as  a  public  man,  as  a  merchant,  and  as  the  father  of  a  very 
large  family.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  times  in  which  he 
lived. 

Mr.  Saxds  died  at  Hoboken,  K'ew- Jersey,  September  22d, 
1834,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 


JAMES  BOOKMAN. 

James  Boormax  was  born  in  Headcorn,  County  of  Kent, 
England,  April  23d,  1783,  and  arrived  in  this  country,  with 
his  parents,  September  1st,  1795.  Within  a  year  after- 
wards his  father  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children,  of 
whom  James  was  the  eldest.  It  was  the  custom  at  that 
time  for  some  merchants  to  take  young  men  as  apprentices, 
and  to  receive  them  as  inmates  of  their  families.  Jamp:s 
BooRMAN,  shortly  after  the  death  of  his  father,  became  con- 
nected with  the  firm  of  Bethune  &  Smith,  and  resided  with 
DiviE  Bethune,  so  honorably  known  in  the  early  annals  of 
this  century.  At  the  age  of  tw^enty-two  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Bethune,  and  continued  in  that  relation 
for  about  eight  years.     At  thirty  he  established  the  firm  of 
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Bookman  iV  .Imi  nsion,  and  cntd'cd  upon  lliaf  r:iri'<-r  (if 
liMicaiil  ilf  succt'ss  which  histcd  ['<>y  niurc  ihaii  half  of  :i 
ci'iit  iiry. 

'I'liis  tii'iii  occinilril  a  [Ml •luiin'iit  phic'  in  lh«'  iiii-rcaiilile 
coiniiiuiiit  \ ,  and  it  passccl  ihitm^h  all  ihf  \  icissit  iidt*s  of 
t'oiiuiu'rcial  life  willjout  :i  stain  upon  its  charad'T.  oi- any 
iinpeacliint'nt  of  its  intcuritv.  i'^or  manv  vcars  l'ni»i:MA.N 
A:  JoiiNsidN  liad  almost  tin-  entire  control  of  the  I)nM«lee 
trade,  and  theii-  transactions  in  Swedish  iron  and  N'iiuiiiia 
tt)l)acco  were  at  that  time  on  a  ,i;ii;anlic  scale. 

Mr.  ]^>oi;m\n  was  a  man  of  liiuh  characlfr,  j»osspss(m1 
of  an  indomitable  will,  iijuarded  ])y  sound  sense  and 
comprehensive  jiid,i;ment — qualities  which,  in  their  com- 
bination, ma(h'  him  a  representative  merchant  <if  tins 
count ly.  Mi-.  J^ooiiman  was  interested  in  many  of  the 
great  enterjuises  of  his  day.  He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the 
construction  of  tlie  Hudson  River  Railroad,  and  was 
actively  engapjed  in  its  affairs  until  the  rctad  was  ojiened 
for  traffic  on  October  8d,  1S.")1.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
l^oard  of  Directors,  held  March  4tli,  1S47,  he  was  elected 
\'ice-President  of  the  Company.  On  June  11th,  184l>,  he 
was  elected  Pivsident,  which  office  he  resigned  October  7th, 
1S.")1,  but  continued  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
;Mr.  BoouMAN"  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  th<'  iirink 
of  Tommerce,  and  his  name  heads  the  list  of  the  lirst 
Board  of  Directors  of  that  Institution.  In  IS.");"!  he  retired 
fiom  activ»»  business,  and  devoted  his  leisure  to  the  various 
charitable  institutions  of  the  City,  in  several  of  which  he 
served  either  as  President  or  Vice-President. 

Mr.  BoomiAX  was  a  mend^er  of  the  Cham)»er  of  ('om- 
merce  for  nearly  tifty  years.  On  May  7th,  ls;^i),  he  was 
elected  Second  Vice-President  oi  the  Chamber,  and  on 
January  10th,  1840,  First  Vice-President,  and  served  until 
May  4th,  1841,  when  he  declined  a  re-election.  He  died  in 
this  City  January  24th,  180(),  in  the  eighty-third  year  of 
his  age. 
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JOHN    J.    PHELPS. 

John  Jay  Phelps,  one  of  the  old  mercliants  of  New- 
York,  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  October  10th,  1810, 
in  a  house  still  standing  and  in  the  possession  of  his 
familv.  He  was  descended  from  Willia^i  Phelps,  an 
English  emigrant  of  1630,  and  could  boast  that  all  his  an- 
cestors in  lineal  descent  were  born,  lived,  died  and  were 
buried  in  the  same  old  Connecticut  tOAvn.  In  this  line  all 
were  honest  and  reputable.  One,  Joseph,  was  sent  thirty 
times  to  the  Assembly  of  that  State  ;  another,  Da.yid,  was 
a  Revolutionaiy  Captain,  whose  adventures  are  a  tradi- 
tion of  the  family.  Mr.  Phelps,  in  boyhood  musings, 
made  up  his  mind  to  a  career  of  wider  experience  than  that 
generally  led  by  his  Simsbury  forefathers.  So  he  set  off 
at  fourteen,  with  sturdy  courage,  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  After  the  Connecticut  fashion  of  the  day,  his 
iirst  wish  was  to  secure  an  education.  To  the  regret  of 
both,  his  father  found  it  impossible  to  send  him  to  Yale 
College,  so  the  disappointed  boy  determined  to  seek  his 
education  in  the  next  best  school,  that  of  the  printing 
press.  He  went  to  New-Haven,  found  employment  on  the 
Eagle;  was  very  homesick,  but  j^ersisted  ;  wrote  edito- 
rials, put  them  under  the  editors  door,  and  had  much 
secret  pride  in  seeing  them  used.  He  was  industrious, 
moral  and  aspiring.  He  had  nothing  of  youth,  except  its 
innocence  and  hope.  It  was  not  strange  that  he  won. 
Before  his  majority  he  was  enabled  to  buy  the  New-Eng- 
land Review,  a  Journal  of  dignity  and  influence,  published 
in  Hartford,  Conn.  He  conducted  it,  in  partnership  with 
George  D.  Prextiss,  who  was  afterwards  the  famous 
editor  of  the  Louisville  Journal.  Prentiss  &  Phelps,  boys 
themselves,  gave  employment  in  this  office  to  various  other 
boys,  who  rose  to  prominence.  Whittieb,  the  poet,  was 
one  of  their  best  journeymen  printers.  Besides  the  Review, 
they  published  several  books,  notably  the  life  of  Hexky 
Clay.     Most  of  this  biography  was  written  by  Coltox, 
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l>iit  many  of  (lie  (•lia])(('rs  were  wiitton  hy  Mr.  l'iii:i.i»s 
himself.  Alioiit  lliis  time  lit'  manitd  Miss  1{a(  iii.i,  Piiin- 
Ni;v,  a  (laiiulittT  of  Coloiirl  (iori.n  riiiNNKV,  :i  wealthy 
,<;hiss  ma  II II  fad  II  It  r  (if  Diiiidafr,  IN-iiii.  This  uas  flu*  i -nil  of 
his  literary  t-art'ci'.  Iff  iiiovt'tl  to  DiiinlalV  ainl  jujnt-.l  with 
Coloiiti  TiiiNNi  V  ill  his  various  ♦'iilfi'jiriscs.  Hut  litcra 
ture,  oeasiiiu-  tti  he  his  occii|iaiioii,  liecaiiK-  iiis  jinstiim-.  I  !■• 
wrote  nearly  all  the  matter  t)f  a  wt^ekly  paper  iirinted  in 
the  villa^t,^',  delivered  aihli'esses  on  the  fourth  t>f  .Inly  ami 
other  occasions,  and  was  the  one  always  sou^iht  ftii- wlu-n 
vilhiLre  needs  required  a  tongue  or  a  i)en. 

.lust  as  the  consciousness  of  jiowers  larger  than  the  held 
took  him  from  liis  farmer  home,  it  took  him  from  liis  wife's 
home,  and,  closing  all  business  connections  with  Colonel 
PiiiNNKY,  he  went,  with  varied  exiierience  and  respectable 
savings,  to  Xew-York.  Amos  R.  Eno,  liis  cousin,  accom- 
panied him,  antl  the  two  j^oung  strangers  i)ut  up  the  sign 
of  Eno  &  PiiKi.ps  and  began,  in  an  humble  way,  to  sell 
dry  goods  to  coiintiy  merchants.  Their  honesty,  ability 
and  persistent  devotion  to  their  business  made  it,  after 
St KW aim's,  the  most  influential  firm  in  that  bianch.  A 
score  of  large  establishments  sprang  from  the  i-uins,  and 
there  are  many  mansions  on  Fifth  Avenue,  now  the  homes 
of  those  who  began  tlieii-  ])usiness  life  as  clerks  for  Eno  &■■ 
PiiKLPS.  The  great  lire  of  1885  burned  them  out ;  but  it 
was  only  a  temporary  halt  in  a  triumidiant  progress.  The 
firm  of  Exo  &  Piiklps  was  dissolved  on  January  1st,  1845, 
and  both  partners  retired  with  f(»rtunes  thought  large  in 
those  moderate  days. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  too  young  and  active  to  i-etire  yet  from 
business,  and  he  very  soon  afterwards,  on  January  1st, 
1840,  formed  the  firm  of  Piip:lps,  Ciiittkndkn  A:  IJr.iss, 
which  imported  and  sold  dry  goods  at  No.  12  Wall  Street. 
This  adventure,  too,  was  successful.  ^h\  Piiei.ps  retired 
from  it  on  January  1st,  1849,  with  larger  resources  and  with 
a  purpose  to  emx^loy  them,  and  to  find  his  own  occupation 
in  buying  and  improving  real  estate  in  the  City  of  New- 
York.  Among  the  more  conspicuous  of  these  investments 
was  the  purchase   of   the   Broadway   Tabernacle,  and   of 
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the  crown  of  Murray  Hill,  on  ^yhicll  latter,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  kinsmen,  Isaac  N.  Phelps  and  William 
E.  Dodge,  he  erected,  in  1852-53,  the  large  free-stone 
mansion,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  also  built  the  large 
structure  at  Rector  Street  and  Broadway,  then  the  largest 
in  the  City,  and  various  warehouses  in  Park  Row,  in 
Liberty,  Church  and  Warren  Streets  and  in  other  thorough- 
fares. He  early  recognized  the  value  and  beauty  of  free- 
stone and  was  the  first  to  introduce  its  use  into  the  City 
of  New- York. 

He  found  another  field  of  activity,  for  which  he  seemed 
singularly  well  fitted,  in  promoting  corporate  interests  that 
would  benefit  the  City.  Two  of  these  were  the  Erie  and 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Railway  Compa- 
nies, He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Erie  at  the  time 
of  its  completion,  and  received  the  formal  and  engrossed 
thanks  of  the  City  for  his  share  in  that  great  undertaking. 
But  it  was  in  develoi)ing  the  great  coal  fields  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna Yalley,  and  constructing  and  managing  the  system 
of  transportation,  by  which  coal  could  be  brought  from 
them  to  tide  water,  that  Mr.  Phelps  showed  greatest  pa- 
tience and  sagacity  and  won  highest  praise.  He  was  the 
first  President  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western 
Road,  and  maintained  his  connection  with  and  supervision 
over  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  life  was  a  busy 
one  in  these  directions.  He  was  a  director  in  the  City, 
Mercantile  and  Second  National  Banks.  Of  the  last  two  he 
was  one  of  the  founders.  He  was  a  trustee  in  the  Farmers" 
Loan  and  Trust  Company,  in  the  United  States  Trust  Com- 
pany, in  the  Bank  for  Savings,  now  located  in  Bleecker 
Street,  and  in  various  other  organizations  of  the  kind.  Of 
the  best  judgment,  of  an  integrity  beyond  suspicion,  he  was 
a  model  trustee,  and  was  constantly  sought  for  to  act  in 
fiduciary  capacities.  AVhile  largely  absorbed  in  these 
businesses,  he  never  neglected  the  obligations  which  every 
conscientious  citizen  feels  to  society,  the  church  and  his 
country.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  became  his  chief  concern.  He  aided  by 
service  on  Committees,  by  generous  contributions,  and  en- 
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thiisiastically    .supjtortcd    ilic    I  iiion    I..:il:ii<-  ('IiiI«.    whose 
nlijt'ct  was  In  iiiakr  loyalty  rasliionaMc. 

Ill  I  III' ( 'JiaiiiluT  (if  ( '(Himifrcf,  I  lit'  New  MiiLilaiKJ  Sociclv. 
llic   I  li--toii(;il  Sdcii'ly  and  all  similar  iiiNtilnliuiis  he  was  ;i 

nirllllii'f. 

II''  disliked  tlu>  roiit,diiU'ss  of  |iiacli«';d  iMiljijo.  lull  iK'Ver 
fa  11  I'd  !()  \()h'  for  and  lo  rontribuli'  to  t  lir  j.nrty  In-  I  lioii;:ht. 
ill  I  III' liLdit.  lit' ran  j'oi' ollicc  once  only.  A  coiitiriirency 
stM^nu'd  to  iii,d\r  it  his  duty  to  run  foi- Stale  Senator  on  a 
Citizens"  ticki'i  in  t  lie  district  wlici-e  he  lived.  Tie  received 
a  LTood  vote,  but  was  not  elected,  noi'  did  lie  expect  to  ])e. 

lie  retired  from  business,  as  we  have  seen,  at  an  eaily 
ai;e.  He  resumed  it  temporarily  and  nominally  foi-  the 
])ur])Ose  of  addinii' the  strength  of  his  name  to  one  o|'  the 
remnants  of  his  old  firm,  and  for  a  year  or  two  after  the 
panic  of  1857  the  name  of  Piiklps,  Bliss  A:  Co.  was  seen 
on  the  ficnt  of  840  Broadw^ay,  the  great  mercantile  jialace 
he  had  built  years  before  on  the  site  of  the  Tabernacle. 

Mr.  l*iiKi.ps  had  worked  too  hard,  and  at  lifly  yeais  of 
au'e  his  health  was  bi-oken.  He  spent  the  last  eight  years 
of  his  life  in  travel,  in  study  in  the  cpiiet  of  his  library  and 
in  the  eniovment  of  the  society  of  his  friends.  Of  admira- 
ble  ca])aciry,  of  stainless  honor,  enjoying  th<^  respeef  of  all 
and  the  atfection  of  his  friends,  he  waited  ])atienily  (>']■  his 
summons,  and  died  peacefully  on  the  12th  day  of  .May, 
18G9,  in  the  lifty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  Ue  was  buried 
among  his  ancestors  in  Simsbury,  Conn. 


MARSHALL   O.    ROBERTS. 

Marshall  O.  Kohkiits  was  one  of  New  York's  mf)st, 
enter])rising  merchants  and  shi])-owners.  I  le  was  born  in 
this  City  on  March  22d,  ]8i:>.  His  father.  ()wk\  J^>I!^.KTs. 
was  a  physician,  and  came  to  this  country  fiom  Wales  in 
1708.  Before  Marsh  a  i.i,  was  eight  yeais  ohl  his  father  and 
mother  died.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  became  a  clerk  in 
the  ship  chandlery  of  William  SriES,  at  a  salary  of  three 
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hundred  dollars  a  year.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Spies  died, 
and  his  successor,  finding  young  Roberts  intelligent  and 
useful  to  him  in  his  business,  continued  him  in  his  employ 
and  doubled  his  salary.  By  extreme  frugality  Marshall 
saved  a  large  part  of  his  income,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  was  enabled  to  start  business  for  himself.  His  store, 
wliich  was  also  his  home,  was  at  Coenties  Slip. 

The  Battery  was  then  the  fashionable  place  for  the  resi- 
dences of  the  prominent  merchants,  who  used  to  go  at  an 
early  hour  to  Fulton  Market  for  the  family  supplies.  Pas- 
sing young  Roberts'  store  their  attention  was  attracted  by 
the  industrious  habits  of  the  enterj)rising  youth,  and  they 
were  accustomed  to  stop  and  pass  a  kindly  word,  until 
finally  they  l^ecame  so  interested  in  his  welfare  as  to  offer 
him  i3ecuniary  aid  when  he  saw  an  opportunity  for  a  profit- 
able investment.  Through  their  assistance  he  was  enabled 
to  enlarge  his  business,  and  by  degrees  he  obtained  to  a 
great  extent  the  control  of  the  Russian  hemp  market. 
By  opei-;xting  in  Naval  Stores  and  from  his  careful  study 
of  the  Whale  Fishery,  he  was  able  to  supply  the  Gov- 
ernment with  oil  at  prices  which  defied  competition.  His 
unceasing  vigilance,  his  acquaintance  with  the  commercial 
needs  of  the  country,  his  energy  and  fidelity  to  every 
engagement,  gave  him  unbounded  credit,  and  enabled 
him  to  undertake  those  enterprises  Avhicli  led  to  the 
accumulation  of  the  large  fortune  he  left  at  his  death. 
From  his  building  of  the  Hudson  River  steamer,  "Hen- 
drik  Hudson,"  a  marvel  at  the  time,  to  the  construction 
of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway,  there  was  scarcely 
a  project  of  steam  navigation  or  railway  transit  in  the 
United  States  in  which  he  was  not  an  active  i)articipant. 
The  discovery  of  gold  in  California  in  1849  gave  full 
scope  to  his  ability  in  foreseeing  and  seizing  an  opportunity 
for  almost  boundless  profits  from  trade  with  that  newly- 
acquired  territory.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of 
the  Atlantic  Cable  enterprise. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Roberts  was  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  Government,  and  made  liberal  contributions  towards 
raising  and  equipping  regiments,   and  providing  for  the 
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Wdiiiiilcd.      'I'lic    I'Mdi-  ;il\\;iys  roiiiid  in  liiin  a  rji«ii<l,  iimi  In- 
Slu'iil   l:ii\i;t'  siiiii-^  ill  II  iniH'ii  HIS  cliarltlVs. 

In  fjuly  lit'"'  Mr.  K'^i;  ii;  i  •-  look  adr.-].  inifi-.-si  in  jioljijcal 
alVairs,  :iii(l  \v;is  kimw  n  :is  a  IIi;m;\  Cian  Wliii:.  Hrlwrfii 
^Ii.  Ci.AV  :in<l  Mr.  IJm'.ii.'is  ili."  niosl  liicndly  rrhiiion-^ 
oxistrd.  and  (•(•iitiniU'(l  until  llic  dcalli  of  lliat  illiiM  i  juiis 
statesman.  .Mr.  IJoiuiirrs  ^vas  ur^cd  toa<"c('j)i  several  piomi 
lUMit  ollices  under  the  ( Jovei  inn«'nt.  all  of  w  liidi  li.'  di-clin^'d. 
In  jSCi.')  lie  consented  to  sl;iiid  ;is  llie  1  Je|  mi  1 1|  ic;i  .1  (iilididille 
for  Mayor  of  this  ('ily.  :ind  was  l»e|ie\e(l  l>y  ni;iny  to  have 
|)eeii  elected,  l>iil  I  lie  residt  was  decided  in  i'a\oi'  of  hi.-> 
()])p()nent  by  a  sncdl  m:ijority. 

Mr.  lJoi;i;i;  I  >  w;is  :in  intense  lo\cr  ol'  .'irt,  and  in  him 
;ntisi>  lound  ;i  liheinl  and  eiicoin'a.Lciiiii:  rriend.  In  hi■^  hir^^e 
colU'ctiou  of  ]iaintinii's  will  be  !'ound  many  miister-iiieces 
of  JUK'ieiit  and  modern  times.  Tlie  portrait  of  .Mr.  KoitKin'S 
is  from  this  collection,  and  it  becomes  pectdiarly  interesting^ 
Ht  this  time,  when  the  members  of  tlie  ('liaml)er  are  advo- 
(■atinix  measnres  for  tlie  restoration  to  its  foiiner  prestii^e  of 
the  shij»]>in^- of  the  country,  for  it  shonld  be  remembered 
that  tile  enterprise  and  saixacitv  of  Mr.  Koi'.kiits  contributed 
in  a  large  degree  in  making  the  United  States  iti  his  day 
the  first  among  the  maritime  nations  of  the  world. 

Mr.  RonKRTs  was  elected  :i  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  July  (Jtli,  1805,  and  continued  his  membershi]» 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  this  City  September  1 1  tli, 
1880,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 


RUFUS   PRIME. 

RiFis  PiMME  was  born  at  Xo.  42  mow  No.  r>4)  Wall- 
street,  in  the  City  of  New- York,  January  28th,  18()<».  and  was 
the  second  son  of  Nathaniel  Puime,  of  the  banking  house 
of  Pki.me,  Waud  \  KiXG.  RrFUS  Piiime  entered  Yale 
College  in  lS2n,  but  left  before  crraduatinffand  entered  mer- 
cautile  life.  Afterwards,  with  Akctiibald  Gkacie,  Jr., 
and  John  C.  Jay,  he  established  the  firm  of  Akchibald 
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Gkacie  &  Co.,  which  conducted  a  general  commission  busi- 
ness for  many  years.  At  a  later  period  he  became  a  partner 
in  the  banking  house  of  Christmas,  Livingston,  Prime  & 
Coster,  from  which  he  retired  in  1841.  Mr.  Prime  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Union  Club  of  this  City.  For  (if ty- 
two  years  he  had  been  connected  with  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, having  been  elected  a  member  October  1st,  1833. 
He  died  at  his  country  home,  at  Huntington,  L.  I.,  October 
15th,  1885,  leaving  four  children— a  daughter  and  three 
sons.  Mr.  Prime  was  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  and 
although  he  led  a  somewhat  uneventful  life,  he  neverthe- 
less took  a  deep  interest  in  all  questions  affecting  the 
general  good  of  the  community. 


GEORGE   T.   TRIMBLE. 

George  Thomas  Trimble,  the  eldest  child  of  Richard 
and  Ann  (Roberts)  Trimble,  was  born  at  Morrisville, 
Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  17th,  1793. 

His  parents  removed  to  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  in  1800,  and 
he  was  educated  at  the  Newburgh  Academy,  the  Friends' 
Boarding  School  at  West  Town,  Pa.,  and  the  school  of 
Dr.  John  Griscom,  in  Little  Green  Street,  now  Liberty 
Place,  New- York  City.  Soon  after  leaving  school  he  en- 
tered the  counting-house  of  Buckley  &  Abbatt,  flour 
merchants,  in  Front  Street,  near  Dover,  and  remained  with 
them  until  he  became  of  age.  In  May,  1815,  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account  as  a  flour  and  grain  com- 
mission merchant  at  25  South  Street,  and  in  August,  1817, 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Byrnes,  Trimble  &  Co., 
composed  of  Thomas  S.  Byrnes,  Silas  Wood  and  himself. 
This  was  some  years  before  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
when  the  chief  supplies  of  breadstuff s  for  this  market  came 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  the  firm  for  several 
years  was  among  the  largest  receivers  of  flour  and  grain 
from  tide-water,  Virginia,  Mr. Wood  residing  at  Freder- 
icksburg to  promote  that  part   of  the  business.     They 
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became,  also,  owners  and  iiiaiia^^^ers  (»f  several  inercliaiil 
slii])s,  and  in  ISIS  estaMisht-d  tlie  second  <»r  "Star"'  Line 
of  Liverpool  ])ackets,  llieoidci-  "  lUack  liall"  Line  having 
been  started  a  year  oi*  (wo  earliei-  l>y  N.\  \<  W  Kii.iir  &  Sox 
and  .Ii;i;i:mi  MI  TiioM  I'sox.  Mr.  Tki  m  i:i.i;  becanjo  deeply 
interested  in  the  nianaueineiit  of  these  sldjis,  furwhich  his 
re^-nlai  and  punctual  habits  and  somewhat  masterfid  dis- 
position well  iitted  him  ;  and  to  the  ze;d  and  energy  uith 
which  lie  devoted  liimself  to  eonductini^  the  packet  service 
is  due  no  small  share  of  the  reputation  attained  by  the  (.Id 
"  Tjivei'])ool  Liners." 

In  JS-Jl  he  i>aid  his  lirst  and  only  visit  to  England,  in 
the  course  of  which  arrangements  were  made  to  transfer 
the  consignment  of  the  line  at.  Liverpool  to  William  and 
Jamks  Bmowx  &  Co.,  with  which  honse  his  friend,  .Ioski'II 
Siiii'LKY,  had  recently  become  connected.  The  relation 
then  established  grew  into  one  of  mutual  esteem  and  confi- 
dence, and  continued  in  unbroken  cordiality  as  long  as 
^fr.  Ti:iMHLi':  remained  in  business. 

Mr.  Byrnes  died  in  1820,  but  the  business  was  continued 
under  the  same  name  until  1831,  when  Mr.  Woon,  having 
returned  to  this  Citvtotake  an  active  share  in  its  manage- 
niejif,  the  iirm  liecame  Wood  <t  Tkimmlk,  and  so  continued 
until  its  iinal  dissolution,  September  lltli,  1835,  after 
the  sale  of  their  shipping  interest  to  Rohki'.t  Kki:mit. 
Subsequently  Mr.  Tuimiu.k  became  interested  with  some 
of  his  old  captains  in  several  transient  ships,  which  he 
managed  for  a  number  of  years,  but  retired  from  business 
entirely  in  1848. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
November  nth,  1827,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  affairs 
for  twenty  years,  serving  on  its  Committees,  and  visiting 
Albany  and  Washington  on  special  occasions  to  7-epresent 
the  views  of  the  Chamber  on  questions  of  legislation  alfect- 
ing  the  commerce  of  New-York. 

He  was,  from  conviction,  a  Free  Trader,  and,  as  sucli, 
was  elected  Vice-President  May  2d,  1843,  but  declined  to 
serye. 

No  notice  of  Mr.  Tkimblk,  however  slight,  would  be 
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complete  without  reference  to  his  interest  in  the  educa- 
tional and  charitable  institutions  of  New- York. 

In  1818  he  became  a  trustee  of  the  Free  School  Society, 
afterwards  the  "  Public  School  Society,"  and  for  thirty-five 
years  was  unremitting  in  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  com- 
mon school  education.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
for  several  years  and  its  last  President,  serving  until  its 
dissolution  in  1853. 

From  1823  to  1860  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  New-York 
Dispensary. 

In  1846  he  was  elected  a  Governor  of  the  New- York 
Hospital,  and  was  President  of  the  Society  from  1858  until 
his  death  in  1872.  By  virtue  of  that  office  he  became  a 
trustee  of  the  Roosevelt  Hospital  on  its  organization  in 
1864,  when  he  was  elected  its  Treasurer,  and  continued  in 
charcre  of  its  finances  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  only  financial  institution  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected was  the  Bank  for  Savings,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee 
from  1854  to  1872. 

He  never  sought  an  office,  and  never  held  one  from 
which  he  received  any  pecuniary  compensation  or  advan- 
tage. 

Mr.  Tri:jble  was  by  birthright  and  education  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  his  ideas  of  life  were  founded 
on  their  distinctive  principles.  He  believed  in  moderation 
in  all  things,  and,  although  "diligent  in  business,"  was 
not  eager  for  gain,  but  gave  freely  of  both  time  and  money 
to  such  practical  work  as  he  thought  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

His  uprightness  of  character  and  his  faithful  performance 
of  every  duty  he  assumed,  gave  him  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  at  his  residence 
in  this  City,  May  16th,  'iS72,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of 
his  age. 
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ISAAC     SHEHMAN. 

A  I.I  ii<  iit.ii  few  MIC  iiioiv  woi'fliy  of  :i  plnct'  in  ih.- 
( "lianiliiT  of  ('niiniM'i<(',  \fi,  if  lijs  wishes  cdiiM  li.-ivi-  1h-<mi 
('(•iisiilttMl.  it  is  iloiilrfiil  if  ilic  siiiijfci  (if  iliis  sk«-tcii  woiiM 
li;i\t' iillowt'd  his  jtoii  i;iii  to  ;i(hiiii  i  Is  w  nils,  so  <;i'»'at  w;is 
Ills  avei'simi  in  |m'is(iii;iI  dist  iiHlion. 

Mr.  Siii:KM.\N  \\;is  ;i  iiit'icha II t  n\'  imic  :i1.ilii y.  :in<l  rin-t 
with  ;i  full  iiira.surt'  oi"  succe.ss.  llf  \\:i-<  l>i»rii  in  IN-tcrs- 
buPirh.  Kt'iisst'larr  County.  New-York.  .January  ::^r»tli.  ISI8. 
His  Cainily  it'iuoved  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  when 
ls.\.\c  was  ipiite  a  lad.  In  Ai)ril,  1S4(>.  hf  eui;a,i^ed  in  the 
business  of  lumber  and  staves  at  l-5ulI"alo.  and  about  ]^4'i 
ih'  iiianie(l  Miss  l'j.i/.\  r.i;iii  \V  i;riii;iM:F.i.,  by  wliom  ln'. 
had  two  (■jiildi''n.  dau,i,diter.s,  one  of  whom,  iji.-  youuge.st, 
died  at  a  t»Mider  age. 

Being  a  jirosperous  business  man,  and  having  a<'t|nirt'd 
a  local  reputation  for  sagacity  and  ])olitical  knowledge,  lie 
was  induced  by  his  fri«Mids  to  run  foi'  member  of  Assembly 
from  Erie  County  in  ISJ."),  and  for  Mayor  in  1S40  and  1847, 
but  was  beaten  l»y  his  Whig  competitors.  These  results 
seemed  to  satisfy  his  aspirations,  as  he  never  afterwards 
was  a  candidate  for  political  ofhce,  although  he  was  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  Yonniz;  Men's  Librai'V  Association  of  liullalo  in 
1840.  This  cor})oratioii,  now  tlie  Ibill'alo  Libraj-y.  is  the 
most  prosperous  literary  institution  in  AVestern  New- York. 

After  acquiring  a  moderate  fortune.  Mv.  Siikkman  clo.sed 
u]!  his  business,  and.  wiih  his  wife  and  daughter,  visited 
Europe. 

Coming  to  New-Y'"ork  in  the  spring  of  1S.')3,  hejuirchased 
the  stave  bnsiness  of  the  late  Wili>iam  Dknmstoix.  and 
associated  with  liini  r)i.x.i ami\  E.  Komaini;.  fnrnniiir  the 
liouse  of  !Siii;uM.\N  iV  lio.M.MNi;.  Eoiir  years  lal«'i',  .loii.v 
1\  TowNSKNi)  and  IIkxuy  AViiukt,  clerks  of  the  house, 
were  admitted  to  an  interest  in  the  business,  though  the 
tirm  name  remained  nnchanged. 

Eor  nine  years  this   tirm  carried  on  the  largest  business 
in  the  sale  of  rough  staves  for  exportation  that  was  ever 
14 
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done  in  the  country.  In  some  years  the  quantity  sold  and 
exported  to  nearly  eveiy  foreign  port  amonnted  to 
14,000,000,  or  equal  to  240  I'nll  cargoes  for  vessels,  each  of 
400  tons  burden  ;  but  as  they  were  not  always  loaded  by 
full  cargoes,  about  a  thousand  vessels  per  annum  were 
supplied  with  quantities  sufficient  for  storage  with  other 
merchandise  and  as  dunnage  throughout  the  ships. 

In  1862  the  house  dissolved,  Mr.  Romaixe  retiring 
temporarily  from  business.  Mr.  Tow:s'send  founded  the 
present  house  of  Duttox  &  Towksend,  and  Mr.  Shermax 
established  the  lirm  of  Siierjfax  &  AVibirt,  which  Avas 
continued  for  four  years,  when  tliev  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
SiiERMAX  finally  retired  from  active  business  in  1866. 

During  Mr.  Sherman's  commercial  career  he  was  a 
leader  in  his  branch  of  business,  and  met  with  uniform 
success.  His  keen  insight  and  unerring  sagacity  made 
him  master  of  every  situation,  although  giving  little  appa- 
rent attention  to  details. 

Besides  his  commercial  ability,  he  stored  his  mind  with 
useful  knowledge  ;  he  studied  the  political  and  legal  history 
of  his  country  and  the  lives  of  its  public  men,  and  becom- 
ing a  warm  admirer  of  Thomas  Jeffersox,  adopted  his 
political  creed  for  his  own  guidance. 

He  was  a  free  soil  Democrat  in  1848,  and  became  a  Re- 
publican when  it  was  a  national  party.  He  procured  the 
nomination  of  Joiix  C.  Fremoxt  for  the  Presidency,  and 
managed  with  ability  his  political  campaign  in  1856. 

He  admired  the  character  of  Abraham  Lixcolx,  and 
heartily  favored  him  for  the  Presidency  in  1800  ;  after  the 
election,  Mr.  Lixcolx  offered  him  the  portfolio  of  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  l:)ut  he  preferred  to  be  his  counsellor  with- 
out official  designation,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  was  no 
person,  outside  the  City  of  Washington,  who  rendered 
more  intelligent  service,  or  whose  opinions  were  oftener 
sought  by  the  President. 

He  opposed  the  bill  offered  in  Congress,  in  1861,  to  issue 
legal  tender  notes  to  circulate  as  money,  and  suggested 
heavy  taxation  in  various  forms  as  the  best  plan  for  raising- 
revenue  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  only  assented  to  the  law, 
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afli'i-  I  111-  iiiiiii<'(li;i(i'  iind  jut'ssinir  tummIs  of  iIh*  ({(ivr'niiiwiit 

IlKldt'  it    lliM'rss;|ty. 

Ml'  iih'.ays  l)<'lit'\t'(l  lli;il  tin'  ii>'ct'N>il y  in-rd  imi  li:i\f 
:l^i'^('Il,  li:i(l  tlu>  t;i\'«'s.  wliicli  wnc  ;iflrr\\:ii<ls  Ifvird.  li-cii 
iiuiHtst'd  t'Milicr,  and  iiiaiiitaiii('(|  tliat  tlh'  wairi.uld  liavi* 
bt't'ii  canird  to  a  siircessful  conclii^inii  with  <iii  i<ii<y  <>\\  a 
sjH'cit'!  basis  wiilmut  a  \io|;iii(iii  of  i  he  ( 'oiisi  ii  iii  imi  II'' 
Cdiisidercd  ilic  "greenbacks""  (It'u'al  Ii'IhIit  not'-^ia  furci'd 
]((aii  lioin  the  ])t'oj)le,  and  iii'ui'd  lln'ir  rrtinMiifiii  liy  ili«' 
(iovernnK'iit  afti'i-  the  clitic  of  t  he  \sai-,  and  lliat  pifpaialidn 
slioidd  lie  made  lor  rL'suni)»li()n  on  a  uold  l)asis. 

lie  joined  the  I'nion  Leaij;iie  Club  the  year  of  its  or^ran- 
i/ati(»n,  in  ISt;:?.  and  rontinue(l  a  ini'iiil)er  until  his  death  ; 
ihei-e  ]iis  talks  on  linancial  t()i)irs  wefe  In^hly  esteemed, 
and  were  listened  to  witli  pleasure.  His  reinitation  as  an 
authority  on  the  laws  of  taxation,  in  October,  1S7-1.  in- 
duced the  Assembly  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means.  <>{' 
this  State,  to  request  bin:  to  a])pear  before  it,  wh.'ii  le- 
made  an  exhaustive  argument,  which  showed  extraordinary 
knowledge  and  reseandi,  in  which  he  favored  the  exclusive 
taxation  of  real  estate  and  the  franchises  of  a  few  specilied 
moneyed  corporations  and  gas  companies.  J I  is  fame  as  a 
political  economist  induced  the  Trustees  of  the  I'liiversity 
of  Rochester,  in  18S0,  to  confer  upon  liim  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws,  in  which  institution,  some  years  before,  he 
liad  founded  a  scholarshi])  of  political  economy. 

Mr.  SiiEUMAX  was  frank  and  lieaiiy  in  his  manner,  but 
his  aversion  to  notoriety  caused  him  to  decline  every  ollice 
or  plac!'  on  Committees,  either  in  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, of  which  he  was  for  many  >  ears  a  member,  or  else- 
where, but  his  advice  and  couns(d  were  often  sought  and 
freely  given  ;  the  powers  of  his  nnnd  were  extraonlinary  ; 
capable  of  grasping  almost  any  subject,  and  none  of  im- 
portance were  indifferent  to  him;  he  was  a  true  patriot, 
and  had  a  high  idea  of  public  duty. 

lie  died  in  this  City.  Januaiy  'ilst.  1S81,  leaving  a  widow 
and  a  married  daughter. — Joiix  P.  Towxsend. 
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SIMEON    B.    CHITTENDEN. 

SiMEox  Baldwin  Chittets'dex  was  born  on  the  29tli  of 
March,  1814,  in  the  little  town  of  Clnilford,  I^ew-Haven 
County,  Connecticut.  He  was  the  son  of  Abel  Ciiittets^- 
DEN  and  Akxa  Hart  Baldwix.  His  family  was  founded 
in  tliis  country  in  1689,  by  William  Ciiittkxden^,  a  native 
of  Cranbrook,  County  of  Kent,  England,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Gfuilford.  Mr.  Abel  Chittenden  died 
Avliile  his  son  was  still  young,  and  the  boy  began  his  busi- 
ness life  in  his  fourteenth  year  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  New- 
Haven,  wliither  he  was  persuaded  to  go  by  his  pastor, 
under  whom  he  was  at  the  time  preparing  to  enter  Yale 
College.  Fi'om  that  time  his  schooling  was  confined  to  sucli 
as  he  could  give  himself  in  the  scant  leisure  of  a  life  of  hard 
work  ;  but  it  may  be  said  here  that  this  difficult  schooling 
served  to  developmental  qualities  of  a  very  high  order,  and 
that  both  as  a  speaker  and  a  writer  in  his  maturer  years  he 
was  the  master  of  a  clear,  cogent,  and  often  brilliant  style, 
that  his  range  of  expression,  the  accuracy  of  his  reasoning, 
the  logical  order  of  its  development  and  the  luminousness 
of  his  illustration  were  such  as  a  trained  scholar  might 
envy.  It  may  be  added,  also,  that  he  showed  throughout 
his  life  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  education,  and 
that  the  generosity  of  his  gifts,  wlien  he  had  gained  wealth, 
to  promote  education  was  only  equalled  by  the  intelligence 
and  foresight  with  which  they  were  directed. 

After  a  few  years  of  business  in  New- Haven,  Mr.  Chit- 
tenden established  himself  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods 
trade  in  New- York  in  1842,  and  remained  in  it  until  1874, 
when  he  retired,  shortly  after  his  election  to  Congress  from 
the  Third  (Brooklyn)  District  of  New- York.  During  that 
time  his  career  was  an  honorable  and  a  prosperous  one. 
He  passed  unscathed  through  the  commercial  and  financial 
crises  of  1846,  1857  and  1878,  and  won  a  reputation  for 
scrupulous  observance  of  his  obligations,  as  well  as  for 
courage,  sagacity  and  activity.  He  became  connected  with 
a  number  of  financial  institutions,  was  for  nearly  thirty-three 
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vt'jiis  ;ni  ncl  i\'<'  iin'iiil:fi'  <»!"  t  Ik-  (  'IkiiiiIi''!-  i  if  ( '((iiiiiifrc«*,  .'iiid  a 
Vi<'<'-  l*if>i<ltMiI  tit  nil  IS'iT  Id  1S().>  ;  (die  ( .f  t  Ik-  |(  niii(lfr>  <  "f  I  lir 
Colli  iii'MiIal  I'ii''  1  iisiiraiicf  ('(itii|i:i!iy  .-iii'l  <<{'  lli«-  (""iiili- 
liflil;il  UaiiU  ;  :i  '^^ll^It'(•  of  lli--  I  iiil""(l  Sl.it. 's  'rriisl  (loiii- 
l);iiiy,  .1  l>iifcl<»r  "f  ilir  I  iiiuii  I^'i-iiy  ( '<tiiip:iiiy.  aii'l  in 
S('veral  railway  coiiipafiics,  and  I'l't'sidciit  of  tin-  N<'\\- 
llavt'ii  ami  New  Ijoiidoii  Kailioad  ('()iii[)aiiy.  Diniii:,'  IIm* 
war  I'lii  llh'  I  iiioti  lu'  \Na.s  oih;  of  tliu  ori;i;iiial')r.s  of  tlio 
riiioii  Dcft'iic'  ( 'oiiiiiiittee  of  New-York,  and  of  tlu'  cor- 
rt'S{)(»iidiii,u-  or-^anizatiou,  the  War  l^'iiiul  Conimittct',  of 
lirooklyn. 

Ill  IS7I  Mr.  ("iiiriKMtr.N  was  elected  to  Congress  for  the 
short  se.s.sioii  of  the4:i(l  and  the  fall  term  of  thH44thCoiigress, 
and   ua^  sii!»st'(|iifntly  re-elected  to  the  4r)th  and  4()th  (,'on- 
i^res.ses.    He  served  in  all  si-vi-n  years.    In  j>olitics  he  was  an 
Independent  Republican.      Dnrinii;  this  jveriod,  his  party, 
thoimh  coiilriilling  the  Presidency  and  the  Senate,  was  in 
a   minority  in   the  House  of  Represent  if  Ives.     Mr.   ('iiii- 
ri;N!ti:x  naturally  took  an  active  i)art  in  I  lie  di.scns.^ioii  of 
the  currem)  and  liscal  tpiestions  which,  from  1S74  to  18S1, 
held  the  attention  of  (\)n:2:ress  and  the  country.      His  ser- 
vices to  the  cause  of  sound  finance,  not  only  a  1  this  time,  hut 
diirinur  the  long  antl  troiil»led  ji'iiod,  from  lli.'  chtse  of  the 
civil  war  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  active  life,  were 
various  and   va'iiaMe.      IT'  had  been   familiar,  at   an  early 
stage  in   his  biisine.ss  career,  with    ili'   baiikiiiii:  system  of 
New-England,  and   jLirticularly  wit  h  the  methods  of  con- 
tinuous redemption  through  the  agency  of  the  old  Suirolk 
Bank.     He  liad  acquired  a  very  clear  and  compr.-hensivo 
conce]>tion  of  the  functions  of  a  credit  en riency,   of  the 
conditions  of  its  safety  and  usefulness,  of  the  limitations 
within  which  it  could  i»roi)erly  be  employed,  nnd  of  the 
obliiiations  that  it  involved.     His   sensitive  and  vigorous 
conscience,  which,  in  his  personal  affairs,  made  the  s«-ru- 
pulous  fullillment  of  every  contract  of  the  most  imperative 
importance,  caused  hiin    to  a]i])reciate  more   <-learly  than 
most  the  duty  imposed   on  all    institutions  claiming  the 
right   to  use   their  notes   as  money.     Xo  one  iinderstoorl 
better  than  he  the  immense  advantages  to  the  community 
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nt  Inrge  of  cnrrency  of  this  kind.  His  keen  and  quick 
intellect  perceived  that  it  was  absolutely  essential  to  any 
adequate  accomplishment  of  the  work  of  exchange  in  com- 
munities so  varied,  so  active,  so  widely  scattered  as  those 
of  the  United  States.  But  he  perceived  with  equal  clear- 
ness the  dangers  attending  it.  His  conception  of  the 
principles  of  sound  banking  was  the  basis  of  his  view  of 
the  dut}'-  and  policy  of  the  Government  in  dealing  with  the 
nse  of  its  notes  as  money. 

In  Januarj",  1874,  at  the  Baltimore  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Trade,  he  OTitlined  his  view  in  the  follow- 
ing resolution  :  "  That  all  national  banks  shall  be  required 
to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  in  legal  tenders 
at  the  chief  points  of  specie  imports  and  exports,  and  that 
tlie  simplest  and  best  method  for  securing  an  elastic  cur- 
I'ency  will  be  found  in  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon 
the  circulation  of  national  bank  notes,  secured,  as  now,  by 
the  deposit  of  United  States  bonds  for  the  redemption 
thereof."  In  supporting  this  resolution,  he  explained  that 
it  involved  the  withdrawal  and  cancellation  of  legal  ten- 
ders in  proportion  as  bank  currency  was  issued.  These 
ideas  were  in  part  embodied  in  the  subsequent  legislation 
of  Congress,  but  the  provision  for  bank  note  redemption 
was  not  made  complete,  and  that  for  the  withdrawal  of 
the  United  States  notes  was  abandoned. 

After  his  election  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
when  the  restriction  on  bank  issues,  i^roperly  secured,  had 
been  removed,  Mr.  Chittenden"  urged  unceasingly  and 
with  great  force  the  policy  and  the  necessity  of  reaching 
real  specie  payments  through  the  restoration  of  the  right 
to  fund  United  States  notes  in  interest-bearing  bonds.  In 
February,  1876,  he  said:  "A  mountain  of  vicious  legal 
tender  debt  confronts  us.  We  can  neither  get  round  it 
nor  provide  for  it  in  a  lump.  We  must  hew  it  away  to  the 
level  of  truth,  honor  and  common  sense,  and  there,  and 
there  only,  can  we  stand  to  rebuild  and  restore  the  waste 
places.  We  must  fund  the  legal  tender  debt.  And  why 
not?  Are  these  notes  not  an  unnatural  product?  Were 
they  not  born  of  an  extreme  exigenc}^,  now  happily  passed 
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;i\vny,  w  ln'n  ilir  luiisi-  of  li:itili'  was  (in  hunl  and  st*a  f  Was 
il  iii>!  I'xpliciily  iini\ii|fi|  when  iht-y  w.-rc  lirsl  issiitMl  that 
thi'v  .vhoiiM  at  all  liiiK'^  in'  fnndalih' at  ihc  oiitioM  of  th«* 
Ih'ldcr^  W'muIiI  I  ht'ir  aiil  liDi's  (»i- ('(ini;r»*ss  ha\'»'  t«»h*i"at<'(l 
llitMH  fdi- a  nionitMit  hiil   for  such  a  |ii'(iinise^" 

Mail    this   sinipl-',    cirt'ctivc  and    hnndialih-  course  hcon 
adiipttMl,    ('\  rn    at    that    late  (hitc,  thcroimiry    would    lia\<' 
Iii'fii  saved  solium  sciaons  r\ijs,   and    lh<'  dii'fci    ini-nat-'-  of 
oili'Tand  w  (ii'sf  t'\  i  Is.      ('onuTcss  was   not,   liowt'\ci\    t<i  Ik; 
persuaded.      Il  would  do  no  nmre  than  it  was  I'orefd  i  »  do. 
'I'he  (h'inorali/.ation  of  jiajn'r  nn)iu'y  liad   so  enfi'eM.-d  and 
confiised  till'  ])ul)li('  jniinl  and  conscieni'e  that  il  eould  not 
see,   (ii\    si'ejui;-,    woiild  Hot    I  d\e   I  Jic    stfal.i^ht   and   narrow' 
way.      I'nder  tho  dictation  of  this  perverted  ^eiitinr'Ht  tiie 
riulil  to  fnnd  tlie  I'liited  States  notes  liad  been  repudiated, 
the   redemption  and    caiH'eUatioii  of    the  notes    had  In-en 
stopped,  and  when  the  (hiy  for  resuin[)tion  nndei'  the  Act 
(d'    I>7ri  approaclied,  ('ongress  weakly  and    wickLMlJy  ex- 
punged   the   provision  for  the   withdrawal  of  notes  ^;ar/ 
2)assu  with  tliat  of  haidv.  currency,  and  pioviiled  that  tlie 
notes  redeemed  after   IS71)  should  be    re-issued  and  kept 
nlloat.     In    this    last   i)r()vision    Mr.    (Jiii  rri;Ni>i:N"s    (dear 
judgnieiit  perceived  the  crowning  actof  folly  and  bad  faith. 
On  the  floor  of  the  House  he  ex[)0sed  its  natun?  again  and 
again,    with   convincing  plainness   of   statement,  and    de- 
nounced it  with  the  most  searcdiing  and  indignant  condem- 
nation. 

Oa  the  10th  of  January,  ISSo,  he  said:  "The  United 
^"ixiesowe  §346,()()9,0()J  of  legal  tender  war  debt,  payalde 
on  demand.  ^Ve  boast  (»f  paying  it  in  good  faith  since 
.lanuary,  1870,  but  in  truth  we  hace  notpaid  one  dollar  of 
it  yet.  We  owe  just  as  matiy  dollars  on  that  account  to- 
day as  we  did  in  Mav,  187S."  "  When  le^-al  tender  notes 
are  presented  and  redeemed,  what  then  '.  You  say  it  is 
honest  payment  of  the  war  debt.  I  deny  it.  You  do  not 
speak  the  truth.  We  boast  of  resumption  for  a  full  year, 
but  we  have  not  paid  a  dollar  of  the  legal  tender  debt  la 
that  time  ;  not  one.  The  moment  my  ancient  ten-dollar 
note,  which  I  exhibited  at  the  Spaak-^r  s  desk  two  or  three 
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years  ago,  was  redeemed,  Secretary  Shermax  straightway 
forced  a  new  loan  of  like  amount  from  some  otlier  person, 
and  put  the  disgraced  rag  atloat  again.  Such  is  the  law  ; 
the  Secretary  must  obey  it.''  "The  individual,  firm,  bank 
or  railroad  paying  its  debts,  as  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment now  pays  its  debt,  would  be  without  credit,  exposed 
to  derision." 

So  convinced  was  Mr.  Ciiittexdex  of  the  viciousness  of 
the  Act  of  Congress  directing  the  re-issue  of  the  ''re- 
deemed'' legal  tenders,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when 
every  condition  was  lacking  that  had  been  pleaded  in 
justification  of  the  original  issue  in  time  of  war,  that  he, 
in  agreement  with  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  holding 
the  opposite  view,  In-oughta  test  case  to  secure  a  judgment 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  upon  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  Congress  to  make  such  enactment. 
The  counsel  employed  by  him  were  William  Allen 
Butler,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  George  F.  Edmunds.  The 
decision  was  favorable  to  the  authority  of  Congress,  but, 
in  effect,  it  fully  sustained  Mr.  Chittenden's  position, 
that  there  was  no  authority  in  the  Constitution  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  for  the  Court  was  obliged  to  read  the 
authority  into  the  Constitution  by  implication.  It  held,  in 
su))stance,  that  the  Federal  Court  was  possessed,  as  a  sover- 
eign Government,  of  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty  exercised 
by  other  Governments  at  the  time  it  was  established,  unless 
these  were  explicitly  excluded  ;  that  the  right  to  make  its 
own  notes  legal  tender  was  such  a  sovereign  right,  and 
was  not  definitely  forbidden,  and  was,  therefore,  possessed. 
The  judgment  of  the  ablest  and  most  authoritative  Consti- 
tutional lawyers  in  the  Union  pronounced  this  doctrine  to 
be  practically  revolutionary,  completely  changing  the  na- 
ture of  the  Constitution.  It  was  so.  The  sound  common 
sense,  the  trained  perception  of  the  business  man,  combined 
with  his  rectitude,  disclosed  to  Mr.  Chittenden  the  mon- 
strous nature  of  this  innovation.  If,  in  later  years,  Congress 
shall  use  the  power  thus  recognized,  putting  the  i^roi^erty 
of  every  man  at  its  mercy,  in  the  mischievous  manner  that 
is  possible,  it  will  be  to  the  credit  of  the  merchants  of 
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New  Yolk,    ilinf  oik^  i>\'  tli-'  iixtsr  r-nrnt'sf  mthI  oim*  I'f    ilni 

:i<'IllfSt    (if    I  lldsr  W  hd  >;i\\    ill.-    |c|i|    in    :i<i\;iiiri-    ;iii.|    foll^lit 

ii   II  iiw  r;ii  \  iiiul  y.  \\:is  frnm  iln'irnwii  r;iiiks;_ 

1 1  i>li:ii(II\  nrct'.vMii  \  ti>  :i(l(K  ili;ii  w  lii !••  in  ( '. .ii<rrc>s  Mr 
(11 1  II  I  \  I'l  N  (iii]Mist(l  wiih  :il|  liis  inllin-ncr  tin-  ])()|icy  of 
I  lir  II II I  iiniiiMl  CMJiui^c  (if  (i(|iifci;ilfil  .•-il  \  i-r  in  1<-l:;i  I  l«-rnlt'r 
(lo||;i!s.  1 1  \\  :i.s  l:ii  ufl  y  (lur  to  his  ••ll'oj  is  1 1 1:1 1  I  li.-  1  v^t  1  iiii- .11 
liii;ill\  |>I;ici(l  ii]Miii  I  lit' coiiKi^c  \\;is  :Ml<i]itii|,  :iihI  iIkii  iIi(> 
jiolicy  of  I  lir 'I'rcnsni'}'  :i  I'lrrwiiids  K.'pi  i  In- roiii.-iM.'  .-ii  iIh- 
niiiiiiiiiiiii  :inioiin(  of  s'J,()(i( ),()()()  worth  of  Imllioii  jp.t  iii'iiith. 

'I'hc  l)i('C('(liiii;-  is  hill  :i  sl^rtcli  In  oiilliiir  of  Mr.  Ciii  1 
'IINPIn's  (:ii((  r.  in  wliicli  it  has  st'eiiicd  Ix'sl  to  ;:iv»'  as 
iiiikIi  ]iri  niiiuiicc  as  );(>s.sil)lt'  to  his  seiAJcc  in  ]iroTii(itiiii; 
tliosf  miiiimI  and  li(iii(>iaM«'  jiiincijdcs  of  liiiaiicial  j^olicy  to 
A\lii(li  tile  ( 'hambei- of  Coinnit'ice  lias  ^ivcii  its  ini\sa\  I'riiii]: 
sti]'loii.  (iiiihc  Mill  of  j\]iiil,  1F80.  liavinu'  just  ]U'-\  his 
7."tli  I'ii  lh<lay.  Mr.  Cii  rniM»i;x  tiled  at  his  lionif  in  I'look- 
1\  II.  \\'iili  th(i.^f  w  hose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him  inti- 
7iiatf1y.  he  Itaves,  besides  the  nieniory  of  his  iinii-iial  gifts 
and  his  \alued  service  to  his  (•o'lniiy  ami  to  the  coiiiiiiiinit y 
in  which  he  ])assed  his  life,  the  still  moic  jnecioiis  memory 
of  a  nature  pure,  sinii)le,  just  and  loving.     l-j>w.\i:i'  (',\i:v. 


HORACE    B.    CLAFLIN. 

IIoi;a(  i:B.  Ci.ailin  was  born  in  Milfoid.  ^blssa<•husetts, 
on  t  hf  IStli  of  Deceiiibei'.  K^l  1 .  liis  f;iili.T.  .loii  \  ( 'i.  \  1  i  i\, 
■\vas  a  farmer  and  ownt-i-  of  a  gen«'ral  store  ;  a  man  grently 
respecteil  liy  his  neiglil)ois,  \\f]l  known  tiiroim-liont  the 
iieii!:hboriiiij:  countiv  as  Justice  of  tlio  Peace  and  Mf-mbt-r 
of  the  State  Legislature,  and  reputed  lich,  in  days  wlmn  a 
huge  farm  and  a  little  ready  money  betokened  afflueiic*'  in 
a  Mew-Kngland  village.  His  niotlirr  was  an  amiable  an«l 
excellent  woman,  and  taught  her  children  many  lessons  of 
piety  and  of  goodness.  In  boyhood  IIoitACi:ex])ibited  much 
of  the  gayety  and  energy  w  hicli  distinguished  him  through- 
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out  life.  His  early  comrades  admired  and  loved  liim,  and 
his  schoolmaster  became  so  deeply  attached  to  him  that  he 
afterward  followed  with  affectionate  interest  the  progress 
of  all  his  mercantile  enterprises.  When  Horace  was  well 
advanced  in  his  studies,  his  father  proposed  to  send  him 
to  College,  but  he  preferred  not  to  go.  He  felt  confident, 
even  then,  that  he  should  do  something  important  in  the 
business  world,  and  he  wished  to  enter  it  as  early  as  i^ssi- 
ble.  Accordingly,  after  graduating  at  the  Milford  Academy, 
he  went  into  the  paternal  store,  and  Avorked  diligently 
there  in  preparation  for  a  broader  field.  When  he  was 
twenty  years  old  his  father  gave  him  a  thousand  dollars. 
and  lie,  in  company  with  his  elder  brother,  Aauox,  and 
his  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Dai^iels,  (each  recipient  of  a 
like  gift,)  bought  his  father  out,  and  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  business.  His  lirst  act,  as  manager  of  the 
store,  was  to  pour  on  to  the  ground  the  stock  of  strong 
liquoi",  which,  at  that  time,  was  generally  considered  a 
stiple  article  of  merchandise  in  a  good  country  store. 
Horace  did  not  l)ylieve  in  selling  intoxicating  liquors, 
e\e:i  for  supposed  family  use,  and  he  never  was  deterred 
by  pecuniary  considerations  from  acting  up  to  his  convic- 
tions. Tlie  following  year,  1832,  the  young  men  opened 
another  store  at  Worcester,  Mass.  ;  that  town  was  better 
suited  to  Horace's  plans,  and  in  1833  Aarox  took  sole 
possession  of  the  Milford  stock,  and  Horace  was  master 
at  Worcester.  His  mode  of  doing  business  there  astonished 
the  neiglil)orhood.  His  energy  seemed  untiring,  and  his 
enterprise  and  good  humor  became  proverbial. 

His  old  school  teacher,  who  had  also  removed  to  AVor- 
cester,  writes  : 

'•At  the  time  he  left  Worcester  I  think  all  kinds  of 
business  in  that  place  had  become  impregnated  with  the 
spirit  of  his  business  system.  I  do  not  think,  with  all  the 
collisions  which  took  place,  he  ever  made  an  enemy  who 
remained  so  twenty-four  hours.  Worcester  was  too  small 
to  carry  out  his  plans.  New-  York  had  superior  attractions 
and  drew  him  away," 
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111  ls:;7  111"  iiKiirird    At.  N  I  ^.  (1;iiil''1iI'T  of  ''((]( (in- 1  (  'm.\  i  \ 

SAN(ii:i;.  (if  Slii'i  111  HI  llh',  .M;iss..  .•ilid  I  lirliccfdl  wniil  ••\iiv 
Ik'Mi-  I  li;il  CMiild  lie  >|i;in(|  Tk  III  Iii>>  I  ii>-iin'ss  w:is  dcvoh-d 
tc  lii-^  iiDiiii'.  lie  WMS  li;i]i|i\  in  :dl  i  ••l;i  I  i«  iii^,  Imf  in  liis 
innnii'd  lifr  piv  rniin.'iii  1  y.  In  \i-  i:',  he  void  nin  his  W'di-- 
(•i->l<r  111) --iih  •--->.  III!  i\t  d  Id  I  his  ( 'il  y.  :iiid,  with  W  i  i.i  i  \  \i  !•'. 
r>i  i.Ki.i:\,  roiMH'd  ilii'  linn  (d'  I'.i  i.Ki.iv  A  ('i  \i  i.iN,  :iii(l 
bci;:iii  hiisiiu'ss  ;il  Ni).  H'l  ('(d;ir  SMtcI.  Scion  I  In-  fiin  irV 
(d'  tlh-  y(piiiiL:<T  iiHiid'cr  (d"  ihc  lioiist'  Mii)iri^c(i  ih<'  whoh' 
sail'  itH'ichaiils  (d'  ilif  iiiri rojiolis.  as  it  had  sfnrthd  ihf 
ii'tail  dialers  (d"  Worccslci-.  I'.y  I  SICi  I  he  sales  ( d  Id  i.Kiiv 
i^-('i.Aii.i\  had  liscn  l(»  a  iiiillii  ii  dolhirs  per  ;iiiiiuiii  :  and 
in  IS.M,  nii|\vit]ist;ui(liii,i;  Mr.  (  d,A  i  i.i  n"s  sh'oiii:  anti  sla\  •  i  \ 
ojiinioiis,  wliicli  di(i\i'  away  soiik'  Siiiiilimi  tradr.  llui  Miles 
anMHiiited  to  iienily  tixc  iiiillioiis.  in  .laniiary  (d'  iliat  year 
llie  til  III  moved  lo  JS'o.  ')?  ]3r(iad\\ay.  and  in  .Inly  Mr. 
r.i  ii>i.i^  i-etired  from  meicantile  life.  Mr.  Ciaiiin  ihen 
entiled  into  a  ropaitnershii)  wit  h  \V  ii.i.i  a  m  II.  Mi.i.i.i.n 
and  severnl  juniors,  under  tlie  style  of  ri,.u-i.i  n,  Mki.i.kn' 
t\:  Co.,  and  the  ra])id  ])rogress  of  llie  business  <'<iiitinne<l. 
Small  [irojiis.  a  low  ])er  centnge  of  exj)en.se.  haul  woiU. 
and  the  iiiniosi  lilieiality  in  credits,  wero  Mr.  i  d.AKi.iN's 
lilies,  and  iheA-oliinie  (d'  Iiade  increased  so  rajii<lly,  thai, 
in  ISO;^,  it  was  necessary  to  seek  more  spacious  (iiiaii-  i--. 
at  Xo.  Ill  P)i-oadway.  There  llie  fii  ni  found  accomnioda- 
tioiis  \\lii(di  sufliced  for  some  yeais  ;  l»ut  in  IN.'It  llie  sales 
had  neailv  reatdicMl  ten  millions,  and  aiiollier  move  had 
lo  he  considered.  Then  the  irreat  warehouse  on  ('IiukIi 
and  W'oi'th  Streets  and  Wesi  P)i'oadwny  was  huilt.  and  in 
.lanuaiy,  ls(d,  ihe  firm  moved  into  it.  The  (dianire  was 
unfoi  innately  timed.  In  .\jiril  the  war  broke  oiil  :  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  as.sets  of  Clam  in.  Mki.t.i.n  tV  Co. 
was  cut  (dV,  or  locked  up  in  Sontheiii  accounts,  and  tlieir 
recently  increased  liabilities  could  noi  be  met  at  maturity. 
This  was  an  almost  ciiishiui:  disappfdnlmeiit  to  Mr. 
Claflix  :  but  when  the  ci'editors  determined  that  liis  lirm 
could  i\av  no  more  than  seventy  cents  on  the  dollar,  and 
that  i^er  centai^e  on  lonix  time,  lie  made  the  best  of  the 
situation,  gave  compromise  notes  to  all  who  would  accept 
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them,  bought  up  outstanding  claims  for  cash  through  the 
help  of  friends,  and  soon  was  vigorously  at  work  again, 
determined  eventuallv  to  i)av  his  debts  in  full.  Once  more 
he  prospered.  The  extensi(m  notes  were  speedily  paid, 
and.  before  it  seemed  possible  that  it  could  be  accom- 
plished, he  had  accumulated  a  sufficient  surplus  to  send  a 
check  for  the  thirty  per  cent,  which  had  been  deducted  in 
settlement,  with  full  interest  on  every  dollar  deferred. 
Then  he  sought  out  all  who  had  refused  to  accept  compro- 
mise notes,  l)Ut  had  sold  their  claims  for  cash,  and  to  each 
of  them  he  made  good  all  their  loss,  both  of  principal  and 
interest ;  so  that  no  creditor  of  Claflix,  Mellex  &  Co. 
finally  received  less  than  dollar  for  dollar,  with  full  interest 
to  the  last  cent.  The  business  now  increased  more  rapidly 
than  ever  before.  It  was  a  time  of  excitement  and  of  en- 
terprise, and  no  undertaking  was  too  great  for  Mr.  Claflix'. 
Sellers  of  merchandise  knew  that  no  lot  could  be  too  large 
for  him  to  buy,  and  they  found  out,  also,  that  whatever 
he  bought  was  sure  to  be  sold  quickly  and  completely. 
His  ability  to  dispose  successfully  of  the  greatest  accumu- 
lations of  goods  without  demoralizing  the  market,  and  his 
personal  popularity,  gave  his  firm  advantages  which  made 
it  easily  outstrip  all  competitors  in  volume  of  trade.  Mr. 
Mellex  retired  on  the  1st  of  Januarv,  1864,  and  at  that 
time  the  sales  were  nearly  lifty  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum.  The  style  of  the  lirm  was  then  changed  to  H.  B. 
Claflix  &  Co.,  and  the  business  still  increased. 

Subsequently,  in  one  year  the  sales  of  the  Claflix  house 
reached  the  enormous  total  of  seventy-two  millions  of 
dollai-s,  and  it  is  said  that  its  sales  for  a  single  day 
amounted  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

His  generosity  to  his  associates,  most  of  whom  had  re- 
tired with  large  fortunes,  and  his  helpfulness  to  many 
young  merchants  throughout  the  country,  occasioned  him 
the  distress  of  temporary  embarrassment  in  the  great  panic 
of  1873.  He  did  not  get  needed  accommodation  then  in 
places  where  he  thought  he  could  rely  upon  liberal  dis- 
counts, and  he  was  com^^elled  to  ask  a  short  indulgence  on 
open  accounts  from  the  firm's  creditors,  to  afford  time  for 
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the  coiivci'sidii  (.r  ;iv^,.is  into  iikiih-n.  I'iinliiii:  it  iinp(»ssihU» 
to  iM'nfofinff  l:iii:t':iiii(.mi(s<.r  ilir  rhoicr.si  (ifliills  nr»-iv:il.l«' 
:it  :iiiy  rate  of  discoiiiif,  lie  niiidt'  >\st'»'|iirijr  rrdijclioiis  in 
till'  (ii  iir.sstock  of  iii«'icli:iii<lis»',  mid  >(.ld  iinniriisr  imioimis 
for  cii^li  ;il  ;i  <ir»':i(  >:i(iiti<-f.  iiiilil  tlic  iiotrs  Lri\  cii  in  fMcii- 
^i"n  o(  (i|  It'll  ;icc()iiiit.s  w  ric  tnktii  II  ]i  I(»iii^  lie  fort-  m:ii  MI  il  \ . 
;"id  till'  cicdit  of  ilir  liMiiM-  \s;is  comph'ii'Iy  iTstortMl.  In 
tlii-^  |i:inic  i  Im-  dii  ..i  li.-diilit  ii-s  of  II.  I',  ('i.aii.in  »V  ( 'o. 
Ufic  \ciy  ^^it;iI.  :iii(|  il;.'  ront  in^ciil  li;iliilil  irv  nnicli  ;:n'jiler  ; 
l>iil  i\.iv  note  ili;ii  hole  thv'w  iiidorst'iiifiil  \v;i.s  ]);iid  at 
nialiiiity,  ;ind  only  a  poitioii  of  Ili<>  oji*'!!  a<'couiits  \\»'r»» 
dclayi'd  in  sfii  ifnifiit  .somr  ninety  days.  TIm*  ^MtiiciinL^ 
toi^t'ilitT  and  sueces.slul  consolidation  of  tlifvast  business 
aficr  ili»>  severe  shock  of  lS7:Mvas  n(»t  the  least  of  Mr. 
("i.Ai  i.in's  achievements.  A  remarkabh' »'x»ni]ilifi<'at  ion  of 
Avilliniiiirss  to  ov»'rlook  injuiies  ^vas  shown  at  tlii>  liiiif. 
W'liilt'  he  was  most  de]^ressed  by  the  urcat  losses  he  was 
makiiii:-,  tlie  wife  of  a  man  who  had  oufi'a<;eoiisly  imposed 
upon  his  former  friendship  l»y  fraudulently  conveifin;; 
III  IK  N  intrusted  to  him,  ealh^d  ujion  >fr.  (  'i.ai  i.i.x.  told  liim 
that  she  and  her  family  would  lose  their  home  unless  slie 
could  raise  several  tliousand  dollai's.  and  asked  to  loan  her 
the  amount  she  needed.  He  disliked  the  woman,  hut  he 
]»itied  her,  and.  after  some  reflection,  he  lianded  her  a 
check  foi-  the  money  she  needed.  althf»ui,di  he  knew  tliat  it 
would  }>rol)al)]y  never  he  re])nid,  and  it  wouhl  henejita  man 
\\  h(»  had  ]iraclically  robbed  him  of  liniidreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars.  After  1S74,  Mr.  Clai-i.in  sli-rhtly  relaxed  liis 
attention  to  l)usiness,  and,  althoui:]i  still  a  regular  occu- 
paiit  of  his  oflice,  he  distributed  some  of  his  woik  anions 
his  associates. 

Tn  1S77  he  went  to  Europe  for  a  short  plensnro  trip,  nnfl 
on  his  return,  as  he  ste])pe<l  ashore,  he  said  to  one  of  his 
sons  :  ••  How  irlad  I  am  to  be  back."  "  Didn't  you  mjoy 
the  trip^"  "  (),  yes.  very  much,'"  he  replied  :  'M)Ut  I 
should  have  had  twice  as  good  a  time  if  I  liad  stayed  at 
home.''  This  was  characteristic.  Home  was  full  f>f  j<»y  to 
him,  and  he  made  it  glad  to  all  liis  household.  Few  men 
have  been  so  happy.     Ilis  habits  weie  of  the  simplest,  his 
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liealth  was  perfect,  and  lie  was  continually  doing  good  and 
spreading  cheer  wherever  he  went.  There  seemed  no  limit 
to  his  benevolence.  His  hand  was  always  open,  and  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  liim  to  give.  The  poor  were  as  welcome  to 
him  as  the  rich,  and  were  treated  with  ecjual  consideration. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  prevention  of  cruelty 
to  animals,  and  he  gave  Hexry  Bergii  great  encourage- 
ment in  the  early  stages  of  his  noble  work,  when  it  was 
meeting  with  little  public  appreciation.  Indeed,  he  en- 
couraged every  earnest  worker  in  any  humane  cause.  Al- 
though sparkling  with  humor,  yet  he  was  tilled  with  the 
deepest  and  most  helpful  sympathy  for  all  in  suffering  or 
in  trouble.  Those  who  saw  him  casually  never  failed  to 
be  impressed  ])y  his  bright  personality,  and  those  who 
knew  him  intimately  appreciated  the  depth  as  well  as  the 
brilliancy  of  his  nature.  The  Rev.  Hexry  Ward  Beecher, 
who  knew  the  value  of  his  friendship,  testified : 

"  He  has  been  to  me  a  refuge,  and  more  than  ever  he  or 
his  own  knew,  I  have  been  strengthened  by  him  in  days  that 
Avere  weary  and  burdened.  His  face  was  never  clouded, 
and  never  turned  from  me— no,  not  for  a  moment." 

And  in  a  memorial  sermon  the  great  preacher  said  :  "  His 
cheerfulness  was  unquenchable.  He  was  like  a  bright 
lire,  that  sends  out  tlame  and  spark  and  warmth,  not 
because  it  is  told  to,  but  because  it  cannot  help  itself. 
His  thoughts  rushed  forth  in  endless  streams  like  the 
shining  rays  of  a  lamp.  His  head  seemed  to  be  a  globe  of 
lambent  flame.  Full  of  merriment,  quips  and  jests  infinite, 
he  hung  off  his  rattling  and  jocose  spirits  like  sparks  from 
an  unquenchable  brand— and  this,  too,  without  regard  to 
wind  or  weather,  winter  or  summer,  prosperity  or  adversity. 
Whether  in  trouble  of  one  kind  or  another,  he  flamed  still 
about  the  same.  Indeed,  I  have  sometimes  thought  that 
it  took  the  hard  knocks  of  adversity  to  bring  out  all  the 
Are  from  the  flint  that  was  in  him.  Yet  he  was  not  a  jester  ; 
he  was  not  a  mere  sport-loving  man.  At  hours  of  quiet  no 
man  surpassed  him  in  sobriety,  in  thoughtfulness,  in  out- 
reaching  questions  with  regard  to  destiny  and  life  and  im- 
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ludilnlil  \ .    Sdl'iirt  \  (if  j  111  1 1:  lilt  111,  ^n  ioiis  imd  ronsciMilidUs 

views    ct'    litV,     UClr     tllll«hlllirlil:il     willl     liilll.       'I'o    iIm*    <*Im1 

(if  liis(l;i\s,  -sx  liMlfVcr  iiii.LiliI  li:iv<'  licii  ili.-  (.iii\\;ii<l  )  l:iy 
;ni(l  cdi  ii'-i'al  ii'ii.  ilif  j''Nt  mill  1>;iii1it.  :tt  llif  lidiidm  uf  :ill 
v,;is  :i  sincfir  brlicf  in  tiiiili,  in  li<»ii(ir.  in  piirily,  in 
Iny.iliN.  \Ior;il  i|ii:ilily  wn-^  rv  ii\  I  liiii.i;  willi  liini.  To 
til,,  cud  of  \\\>  nil'  till'  inn.T  sIH'iiiii  I'f  rfli.iri<»u.s  hriisi- 
),i!il\  wid.nrd  ami  (IcciK'in d  in  liini.  in  llii-.  as  in  all  liis 
Ini-r  l:t  iH'Vdlciice,  lie  slirank  fiiin  j.iililir.lx.  Inliisvny 
iiatinv  lie  aMioncd  ostentation  ;  ami  lo  liini  ].rti.nf«'.  willi 
111)  ImIsi'IK'ss  ami  liyiiocrisy,  Avas  an  unf<.r.-iv;iM.'  sin.  His 
liiiiuisiiiiis  wfiv  (k't'p.  lie  ^vasloyal  to  llnin  willi  a  disiii- 
tci-'stedncss  M'ldoiii  MTii  in  mm,  seldom  ev.  n  in  \\«»iiien, 
whosiirpass  men  in  loyalty  of  iimlyim:-  loxc  Vxi  ili«  -<■  that 
were  his  friends  nolliiniz:  uas  too  iiineli.  Auain  and  a.-aiii 
he  peiiled  ev.  rylliinu' llial  lieowmd  toivsciira  frii-mi  liom 
daiiucr.  At  one  linn  1  will  mention  no  ciKiimstaiice  lliat 
shall  i.oini  to  ilie  event  except  the  fact  — he  made  liiniself 
resjionsihle  for  a  million  dollars  to  save  a  nei.uhhor  from 
l.anUniiit.y  ;  and  that  at  a  time  Avlieii  his  own  alfairs  re- 
(luireil  ill.'  most  sea  rchin.u;  care.  A  .piai  l<r  of  a  million,  a 
lialf  million  what  were  they  to  him  f  11. ■  ])led^a-(l  timm. 
LeolTered  them,  with  the  freedom  with  which  one  would 
give  a  cup  of  culd  water  to  a  child  of  those  wIimih  Im- 
h)ved  ;  and  not  to  kindred  alone,  not  to  hi^  own.  l.nt  to 
nei-hbors  and  fii-nds.  lie  grew  gentle  and  lender  wliere 
men  are  apt  to  become  suspicious  and  .ynieal.  ' 

It  was  iitting  that  this  joyous  spirit  should  walk  ilirou-li 
the  valley  of  death  wiilioiit  pain.  On  'rimrsday,  the  12th 
of  November,  18t-.%  he  suddenly  became  unconsciou.s,  and 
never  spoke  afterwards.  On  the  following  day  he  seemed 
to  reuain  partial  consciousness;  but  a  pronoiinced  eflFu- 
si(^n  of  blood  in  the  braiu  ensued,  and  on  Saturday,  the 
Mill  of  November,  he  peacefully  breathed  liis  last,  in  his 
citv  home  on  Brooklyn  Heights.  Rarely  has  a  piivate 
citizen  been  mourned  more  widely.  His  name  was  known 
in  nearly  every  city  and  town  in  the  I  nited  States,  and 
hundreds  of  eulogies  of  him  appeared  in  the  public  press. 
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JEREMIAH     MILBANK. 

Jkue.miah  MiLBA-XK  was  born  in  tliis  City,  April  18th, 
]818,  was  educated  in  its  scliools,  and  remained  until  his 
death  a  loyal  and  devoted  citizen  of  New- York.  For  many 
years  lie  was  ena-ao-ed  in  a  larae  business  which  fjave  him 
the  rewards  which  belong  to  wise  forethought  and  diligence 
and  good  judgment.  When  he  retired  from  it  he  still 
further  proved  his  capacity  in  the  larger  enterprises  which 
engaged  his  attention,  and  soon  after  became  a  Director  in 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Eailway  Company, 
where,  as  one  of  the  Executive  Committee,  he  served  with 
conspicuous  ability  in  the  management  and  development 
of  its  property.  In  the  memorial  records  of  that  Company 
it  is  written  of  him  :  •"He  was  always  faithful,  earnest  and 
devoted  in  the  discharge  of  his  trust  as  Director,  and  his 
advice  and  counsel  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  were  wise  and  prudent,  and  highly 
appreciated  by  his  associates.''  Rochester  University  ac- 
knowledged his  "great  liberality  "  in  contributing  to  its 
endowment  :  the  town  in  Dakota  bearing  his  name  was  en- 
riched by  a  church  and  a  Public  Library,  which  were  his  own 
gifts  :  and  the  Madison  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  of  this  City, 
in  which  he  was  a  communicant,  uttered  this  testimony  by 
the  lips  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  D.  AV.  Bridgmax,  the 
pastor  :  "A  strong  man  has  fallen  who  was  well  worthy  of 
all  the  trust  and  honor  we  gave  him.  AVi^e,  devout,  gene- 
rous, how  can  we  speak  of  him,  how  can  we  think  of  what 
he  was  to  us,  without  a  sense  of  the  myster\"  of  his 
death  T 

Mr.  Mil];ank  had  breadth  of  mind.  He  swept  a  broad 
horizon.  In  the  settlement  of  his  plans  he  arranged  for 
contingencies  which  a  smaller  mind  would  never  have 
thought  of.  It  was  this  mental  reach,  this  ability  to  take  in 
the  whole  field  of  action,  with  all  the  difficulties  he  would 
have  to  encounter,  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  the  fortune 
lie  so  steadily  and  amply  built  up.  He  was  broad  minded 
and  practical.     In  addition  to  this,  there  was  a  conscien- 
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ti<)n«;Tioss  whicli  Lr:iv(>  siicli  ri  stn'nirth  and  dit^iiity  t<»  his 
daily  lif'-  as  alliactt'd  ihc  (•(iiilidt-iici'  td  his  ft-llow  iiH-ri, 
'I'liisiy  is  lilt-  woi'd  tliat  sii prciiit'ly  Ix-liiifd  lijm.  He  m-viT 
st'pa  laliil  liiiiist'lf  Iroiii  I  Imsr  w  ho  (•(»iili(|t'd  in  hi>  wisdoiii 
and  hdjmr.  lie  i:iiai(h'(l  ihrir  inici-cst  ;  and  so  did  h«' 
iiiaiiitaiii  his  iiitt'i:rily  umlfi-all  iir(iiiiislaiic«^s  ;  that  it  \v:ls 
said  of  him  "if  he  coidd  ha\  •■  hkkN' a  luillioii  (hiliais  l>v 
a  single  act  of  dishonesty,  li»'  wouhl  have  scoriK-d  the 
t'liiptatioii."     Smdi  iiicii  coiisiit  utc  the  Iiih'  Lrktry  <»f  i  h«; 

j     cuiiiiMiinity  and  of  tlic  State,  and  iiol  only  ln'causf  of  th.  ir 

niernht'r.ship  in  the  Cliatnber  of  Coinincive,  but  Immmus''  of 

tht'if   rxt'inplary   woith,    tlirir   ])oitraits  are  liiniL'"  on    ilic 

walls  of  iht'  Chamber. 

Ml-.   Mii.i'.AMv  died   in    this  City,  .hine  ibl,  168-1,   in   the 

f    sixtv-seventli  vear  of  his  a<;e. 


JOHN    BROOME. 

John  ni;o(i>n:,  ninth  President  of  tlie  Chanib.T  of  Com- 
nieiee,  niendiant  and  statesman,  was  born  in  this  conntiy 
in  1738,  of  Enulish  parentage.  His  mother  was  of  the  old 
Huguenot  family  of  Latol'i:i:tti;.  Although  lie  studied 
law  with  Governor  Livix(;ston  of  New-Jersey,  in  order  to 
tit  himself  for  the  bar,  he  was  induced  by  an  ehh'r  brother 
to  euti'r  commercial  life,  and  before  the  Revolution  he  and 
this  brother,  Samuel,  commenced  as  importers  of  mer- 
chandise. Subsequently  John  ]3i;oom  i;  carried  on  business 
on  his  own  aci'ount,  and  soon  established  a  high  reputation 
as  a  infrchant,  and  acquired  considerable  wealth.  J^efore 
the  commencement  of  tlie  war  Mr.  P>i;oom  i;  married  a  Miss 
LrovD.  of  Lloyd's  Neck,  L.  I.  During  the  l^'volution  Mi\ 
Buoo.MK  was  a  i^ronounced  Whig,  and  stood  loyally  by  his 
country  through  the  wholeof  the  iryingscenesof  that  period. 
Like  many  of  the  Whig  merchants  of  that  day,  he  aban- 
doned his  business  and  residence  in  New- York  wliile  the 
City  remained  under  British  occuiiation,  and  renKjving  to 
Connecticut  he  devoted  his  means  and  energy  to  fitting  out 
15 
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privateers  for  the  destruction  of  Britisli  commerce.  He 
returned  to  jN^'ew-York  ^yllen  peace  was  restored,  and  it  is 
recorded  of  him,  to  his  great  credit  and  good  name,  that  he 
was  among  those  citizens  who,  after  tlie  close  of  hostilities, 
IDaid  in  full,  princii^al  and  interest,  the  debts  he  contracted 
in  England  during  the  war,  when  many  regarded  such  debts 
as  abrogated  by  that  war.  Mr.  Broome  held  several  public 
offices,  and  his  abilities  and  character  seem  to  have  been 
generally  recognized.  In  1775  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  in  1776  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1777. 

He  was  elected  President  of  the  Chamber  May  3d,  1785, 
continuing  in  the  office  until  May  6tli,  1794,  and  was 
one  of  the  re-incorporators  of  the  Chamber  under  the  Act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  April  13th,  1784.  He  was  for 
several  years  an  Alderman  of  New- York  when  that  office 
was  considered  one  of  honor  and  responsibility,  and  in 
1784  was  appointed  City  Treasurer.  He  was  President  of 
the  New- York  Insurance  Company,  the  first  institution  of 
the  kind  incorporated  by  the  State.  In  1800  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  Assembly  from  this  City,  and,  with  his  col- 
leagues. General  Horatio  Gates,  Hexry  Eutgers  and 
Gkorgk  Clintoi^,  contributed  to  the  election  of  Thomas 
Jeffersox  to  the  Presidency.  In  1801  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy,  under  the  Act  of 
1798.  In  1804  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor,  and 
held  that  office  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  this  City  on  August  8th,  1810. 

John  Broome  was  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  man. 
He  unquestionably  wielded  great  influence  in  his  day.  Of 
upriglit  character  and  marked  ability,  he  possessed  the 
confidence  of  his  countrymen. 

"Mr.  Broome's  life,  career  and  character,"  writes  Dr. 
Charles  King,  "are  among  those  which  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  may  refer  to  with  pride,  as  of  one  belonging 
for  many  years  to  their  honored  Association." 
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ROBERT    H.    McCURDY. 

IJoi'.i.iM  II.  MiCriMt^  \\;is  liiiiii  :ii  L\  m«',  C'oiiiicciicnf, 
Apiil  Mill,  ISdO.  His  rnmily  \\:is  oiif  uf  llji*  Ix-st  known 
ill  lii;il  State,  liis  ^i-aiidfat  Ikt  li:i\inu'  Ihm'H  ;i  ]»i(iniiiM'iit 
iiH'icliaiit  I  ln'ii-  loiiu' aiiN'iidr  to  ijif  IJcvoliitioii.  Hi-  u;is 
littt'(l  to  .'iiicr  the  Soplioiiioie  (Ma.ss  of  \'al.-  ('oilc^x**,  .'in»l 
liai  1  I  li'i.riiiiiic(l  i( )  l)cci  line  a  lawyci-,  l»iii  an  ••Mcr  hrot  jn-r 
lia\  ins;' elected  iliai  luoressidn.  he  ^\as  iii(liicf(|  to  iiIkiihIoii 
his  (lesiii-n. 

Mr.  M(('["i:i)V  afi'ived  in  Xew-Voik  just  hefoie  the  clo.st' 
of  the  .second  wai'  witli  Kiiulaiid,  and  entered  ijie  eiiijdoy 
of  .Mr.  Lo(  KWooji,  at  that  time  a  jiioniiiient  di-y  ;r<»<»ds 
merchant,  who  was  in  business  in  Whitejiall  Street. 
AmoiiL!,- his  fellow  clerks  in  .Mi.  Lo<  kwood's  employ  was 
the  l.iic  I1i;i:m\.\  1).  Al.iMMcii,  with  wlmm  he  foi-nied  ;i 
stidiiix  frieudshij),  afterwards  augmented  hy  a  Imsiness 
copaif nership,  whicdi  continued  until  the  close  (,{'  his  life. 

So  hiuhly  was  ^fr.  Me  ('ukdy's  capacity  esteemed  that 
in  IS-ii)  Mr.  Lo(KWo()1>.  iindini;  himself  overstocked  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  sent  him,  altliongh  still  under  nj,^', 
with  a  schooner  load  of  <.(oods  to  o;t;'n  a  store  al  I*e- 
t»Msl)Ui  LT.  \'iii,dnia.  The  enter])rise  j)io\-ed  a  six'cess  under 
Mr.  M(Ci:i;i)v's  management,  and  lie  remaiued  South 
for  several  ensuiufi;  vears. 

About  the  vear  1.S28  he  returned  to  this  Citv,  and,  wiih 
his  former  fellow-clerk,  Mr.  Ar^DKirir,  formed  the  copart- 
nershii"  of  McCri:i»v  iV  Ai.kkkii,  and  entered  upon  the 
inii)orting  and  jobbing  of  diy  goods  in  Maiden  Lane.  Tlie 
lirm  soon  occupied  a  j^rominent  position  in  that  trade. 
In  1840  the  late  Wii.ii am  Sim:\ckk  was  admitted  to  the 
lirm.  wliicli  tlieii  became  known  as  McCunnv.  AM»i;i<ir  it 
Si'i:n(  Ku,  and  soon  after  the  house  abandoned  its  jobbing 
and  importing  business  and  became  exclusively  whole.sal**, 
selling  the  products  of  many  of  the  largest  mills  uf  tlip 
country,  including  those  at  Fall  River,  Mas^s. 

In  1857  Mr.  McCurdy  retired  from  business.     EacJi   of 
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the  partners  had  amassed  a  handsome  competence,  and  the 
business  of  the  tirm  was  sold  to  Low,  Hakkiman  &  Co. 

In  1858  Mr.  McCukdy  was  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Member  of  Congress  from  this  City,  but  was  defeated  by 
his  opponent,  John  Cochrane. 

Mr.  McCuRDY  rendered  conspicuous  service  to  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  At  the  outset 
of  the  agitation  which  followed  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
lie  was  extremely  anxious  to  do  everything  possible  to 
prevent  a  civil  Avar,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference which  was  held  in  Washington  to  avoid,  if  possible, 
any  outbreak.  His  knowledge  of  the  South  led  him  to 
hope  but  little  from  the  results  of  this  movement ;  still  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  try  every  possible  means  to  prevent 
actual  hostility.  Upon  the  entire  failure  of  this  Conference 
he  returned  to  this  City,  and  wdien  the  w^ar  w^as  opened  by 
the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  he  was  among  the  first;  to  see  the 
necessity  of  a  combination  of  all  those  in  favor  of  the 
Union,  regardless  of  past  political  antagonisms.  He  at 
once  called  a  meeting  of  the  leading  citizens  of  New- York 
at  his  residence,  'No.  10  East  Fourteenth  Street,  and  there 
the  measures  were  taken  and  the  programme  prepared  for 
the  great  mass  meeting  in  Union  Square,  which  was  the  first 
manifestation  of  the  united  sentiment  of  the  City  of  New- 
York  upon  the  subject  involved  between  the  two  sections 
of  the  country.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  Union  Defence  Committee,  and  devoted  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  its  work.  He  also  contributed  ma- 
terially from  his  own  resources  in  aiding  the  Government 
to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  Committee  for 
the  erection  of  a  monument  on  the  battlefield  of  Gettys- 
burg, Penn.,  and  was  very  largely  interested  in  its  work. 

Mr.  MoCuRDY  died  in  this  City  on  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1880,  within  a  few  days  of  entering  upon  his  eighty-first 
year.  His  business  associate,  Mr.  Aldrich,  survived  him 
but  a  few  hours.  It  is  seldom  that  such  coincident  circum- 
stances occur  as  are  presented  in  the  lives  of  these  two 
distinguished  merchants.     Born  in  adjoining  States,  almost 
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;il  IIm'  •>;iiip'  liiiic,  ilicv  c-KiniiiriiccI  ilicir  lifi-  \\(,ik  fnj;ctlnT 
wIkii  hoys  iiikIit  the  saiiK'  rmployrr,  Iicciiiih-  ii:iiiimts  in 
luiNJiiiss  ;is  well  MS  iiiiiiiiMlc  fi-irnds,  livc(l  siili'  Ity  si<l«'  f<tr 
lii.iny  _\  i';iis.  ;iii(I  liiiiilly  ili.'d  .III  Mir  s:ilii<'  i|;i  \-  .-hkI  .,f  iIk; 
s:iriit' disease.  ()\-er  llicir  reiiiains  a  (Iii;il  t'iiii-M;i|  servico 
was  held,  and  Itotli  wei'e  siiii  id  I  a  iie(  hi^^I  \  IiiiiJimI  in  adjoili- 
Iiil;-  l)|(its  in  (  ^  l'eeilW(  m  h|  Cellirtei'y.  It  (■;ili  lie  iiidv  sai'l  <»f 
tlieiii  tjial  ill  life  iliey  were  iiiseiiaralije  :tiid  in  d.-;iili  were 
nni  d  i\Idc(i. 

Mi-.  .M(  ("ii;i>v  was  iiot  only  an  niuiLilit  morcliant.  hut 
lit'  was  a  man  of  sonnd  jiidunient  and  ureal  Imsiness  e\|ie- 
lience.  lie  was  roiun'cred  wiili  tilt'  diri'ction  of  many 
of  llie  leadiiii;"  linancial  iii>l  it  itlioiis  of  ijijs  ("ity,  and  was 
oni'  of  the  cai'lit'st  directors  td"  llieMuiual  Life  insurance 
('om[tany.  and  for  many  years  was  upon  it^  l-'inaiife  ( "oui- 
niiilee,  but  uevi'i"  ()C('U])ie(l  any  salaiieil  oHic(\  lie  was  a 
inendter  td"  I  lie  Chamber  of  ConiniercH  from  Aui^ust  ]~-i. 
I  Si;  I,  and  in  various  ways  rendered  valualde  puMif  service 
in  til  is  Associatiou. 


JOHN    CASWELL, 

•lojix  Casw"i;ll  was  one  of  a  lai7j,'t'  family  of  (•JiiMri'n  of 
\\'illia:\[  and  Mkucy  Bii,<>ii>  Caswkm.,  and  was  l«orn  at 
Newport,  K.  T.,  Decembei'  rul).  IT'.'T.  Ilf  came  t<»  New- 
York  in  the  veai'  IS!  I.  heinic  foui'tceu  years  olil,  ami 
entered  upon  his  lite  Avork  as  a  clei'k  with  his  uncle, 
Ror.iKi-  I')!  i,oi]>,  whose  store  was  on  ]3roadway.  between 
Maiden  Lane  and  Fulton  Street.  In  1820  the  business  was 
moved  to  Front  Street,  neai-  Ibnlini;  Sli]*,  and  was  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  ]5rj,oin  vV  Finch.  Upon 
the  death  of  ]Mr.  Fin<  ii,  in  182-2.  John  Ca>wi.i,i<  was 
taken  into  partnership  by  his  uncle,  and  the  name  of  the 
firm  became  Biloid  &  CAswn:r.L.  After  the  lapse  of 
several  years,  and  after  the  tleath  of  Mr.  IU'Loid,  Mr, 
Caswell  carried  on  the  business  in  his  own  name  :  but 
soon,  having  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Solo- 
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Mox  T.  Caswell,  and  other  gentlemen,  established  the 
house  of  JoHx  Caswell  &  Co.  about  1836,  which  was 
successfully  carried  on  at  No.  87  Front  Street,  until  his 
death. 

By  his  industry  and  assiduity  lie  acquired  a  considerable 
fortune,  and  obtained  an  unblemished  rei^utation  for  integ- 
rity, sound  judgment  and  decisiye  action,  while  the  firm  of 
Jonisr  Caswell  &  Co.  became  one  of  the  representative 
business  houses  in  the  China  trade. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  his  former  partners,  his  character- 
istics as  a  business  man  are  thus  described  : 

"  Joiix  Caswell  was  a  modest,  retiring  gentleman,  very 
diffident,  not  disjwsed  to  put  himself  forward  in  anything, 
but  lie  was  an  eminently  sagacious  man,  shrewd  and  keen 
in  his  judgment  of  men  and  their  motives.  He  was  seldom 
deceived,  although  he  never  refused  credit  to  an  honest, 
industrious  man  who  knew  his  business  well.  He  had 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  a  truly  great  merchant. 
Never  hastily  adopting  an  opinion  until  it  was  thoroughly 
investigated,  he  did  not  readily  change  unless  convinced 
that  he  was  wrong,  and  then  he  was  great  enough  to  admit 
the  error  and  rectify  it.  He  was  distinguished  for  the 
l)robity  of  his  character  ;  his  word  was  his  bond  ;  and  in 
an  intercourse  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  with 
liim  as  clerk,  partner  and  friend,  I  never  knew  him  to  utter 
a  falsehood  or  prevaricate  in  the  slightest  degree. 


?? 


Mr.  Casw^ell  was  an  attendant  at  St,  John's  Chapel, 
then  at  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  afterwards  at  Trinity 
Chapel,  and  was  elec^ted  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 
which  office  lie  held  for  many  years  until  his  death. 

He  Avas  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William 
A.  Muhlenberg,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first 
supporters  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in  this  City,  and  liberally 
aided  very  many  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the 
Church  with  which  he  was  connected.  FeAv  of  those  out- 
side of  the  large  circle  who  were  recipients  of  his  bounty, 
or  were  his  chosen  almoners,  know  how  wise  and  discrimi- 
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iiMtiiiu'  I'lit   ;iiiipl('  ;iii(l  <^('nt'rt)iis  udi'   liis  (|:iily    cliiirilit^s 
;ilii|   1 '"■iicr.-ii'l  i  MiN. 

1  !••  \\:i>  diivfloi'  ill  llh'  I'liioii  l'.;iiik,  I  iiil<-(|  St.'ilfS  Ti'llsl 
('uiii|i:iii\ ,  ( 'oiii  iiiriii:il  l''i!-. •  I  Il'^ll^:lll<•<•(  "(iiii|i:iiiy  :in(l  Second 
N  ;i  I  i"ii;i  I  I  '>;iiik.  lir-vidf-  li;i  \  iiiu  iii:iiiy  <tt  Ikt  ivs|i;(il.sil»ilil  ics 
(if  ;i  li(|iici;uy  iinliiiv.  in  ;il|  (.f  w  liidi  li-was  .-iclixt*  :iiul 
(•(iii-~>cii'iii  ions  ill  ill'-  «li>cli;irL:i'  of  his  diilirs. 

Ml-.  ( '  A--\\  1.1.!,  died  ill  I  !ii-^  City  March  "J. M  li.  l.'-TI.iii  tin* 
sevtMit  \ -foil!  ill  vc;ir  of  \i\>  ;\iii'. 

*  •.  CD 


DANIEL    DRAKE-SMITH. 

1  >  A  \  1 1  I.  I  >i:  \  K  I.  S.M  II II  \v:is  1)(  nil  ill  llie  City  of  N<'\v- York 
Au-usi  'JDili.  JS18.  IIi-<  ]):iicni;il  Miicestors  wci-f  Kiiirlisli, 
and  oil  llii'  inalri'iial  .sidi^  Iliigueiiols.  One  of  liis  an- 
cestors in  this  coiiiii  ry  was  ,lo-i;i'ii  I)i;aki:,  wlio  st-ltlcd  in 
( )r:inire  Count  \,  in  this  State,  alioiit  I7.')(»,  and  tin-  faniilv 
always  clierislied  tlie  tradition  that  this  .Ioskimi  I)i:akk 
was  colhiterally  related  to  Sir  Fi;ax(  I~^  i)i:\Ki:.  the  famous 
na\  ii^atorof  Queen  EriZAiii;iii"s  linic.  Mr.  I  >i;AKi:-SMrni'> 
■vvliolc  business  life,  extendingoverfifty  years,  was  identified 
with  the  underwriting  interest.  lie  was  Secretary  of  the 
Atlantic  Insurance  Company,  and  afterwards  President  of 
the  Commercial  Mnliial  Insurance  Comjiany,  which  he 
established  in  IS.^'i.  l-'or  many  years  he  \\a^^'ic.•  I'r.'^i 
dent  and  afterwards  President  (d'  the  New  ^ Ork  ]5(tard  of 
MaiiiP'  liiderwriters.  ( >n  his  itiiremenf  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1S70  the  I^oard  of  'J'rustecs  of  tin*  CommHreial 
]\riitiial  Insurance  Comjtany,  of  which  he  hail  been  Presi- 
dent from  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  pivsenti'd  liini  with 
11  handsome  and  valuable  testimonial  as  a  tribute  of  tln-ir 
esteem.  Ilis  judgment  upon  (questions  of  marine  insurance 
was  generally  regarded  as  sound,  and  his  o]>inions  were 
frequently  sought  by  those  engaged  in  tuat  business  in 
this  and  other  cities,  and  in  fact  he  acquired  distinction 
us   one    of    the   most    accomplished   underwritere  of   the 
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country,  while  his  uncompromising  integrity  and  strict 
fidelity  to  duty  were  prominent  traits  of  bis  high  character. 
Mr.  Deake-Smith  was  also  a  writer  of  ability  on  economic 
and  political  questions,  possessing  a  clear  and  vigorous 
style,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  trans 
lated  from  the  Latin  and  published  "Spinoza's  Ethics," 
which  was  regarded  by  competent  judges  as  an  excellent 
work. 

In  1883  the  Mayor  of  the  City  ap2:»ointed  Mr.  Drake- 
Smith  a  Rapid  Transit  Commissioner,  and  as  Chairman  of 
the  Commission  he  performed  very  effective  service  for 
the  City. 

He  will  be  long  remembered  by  the  Sandy  Hook  pilots 
for  the  active  and  aggressive  interest  he  took  in  defending 
the  retention  of  the  compulsory  pilotage  system. 

During  the  Civil  war  he  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
Government,  and  his  voice  was  heard  from  many  platforms 
in  his  country's  interest,  urging  his  fellow  men  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty  as  patriotic  citizens. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  from  May 
6th,  1858,  uj)  to  his  death,  and  took  part  in  the  discussions  on 
most  important  public  and  commercial  questions,  his  wide 
and  extended  learning  enabling  him  to  throw  much  light 
uj)on  intricate  and  controversial  subjects,  which  the  Cham- 
ber w^as  called  upon  to  consider.  He  also  served  on  several 
of  the  Chamber's  Standing  and  Special  Committees.  Mr. 
Drake-Smith  resided  in  this  City  until  1863,  when  he 
removed  to  Englewood,  !N".  J.,  where  he  died  on  February 
8th,  1887,  in  the  sixtv-ninth  vear  of  his  age. 


JACOB    BARKER. 


Jacob  Barker  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Per- 
kins, Swan  Island,  in  the  Kennebec  River,  in  the  province, 
now  the  State,  of  Maine,  December  17,  1779.  His  parents 
were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  at  IN'antucket,  and 
removed  from  thence  to  Maine  in  1772,     He  was  a  distant 
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•  •oiisjti.  (Ill  liiii  h  I  111-   fill  lit-r's  and   iiid  Imt's  sid**.  of   IJi.sma- 

\i  I  \   I'l;  \  N  K  I  I  \,  whom   lit'  uiratly    ifsi'iiiM<M|.  in   form  :iii«l 

t'ai  III''.      His  r.ii  her  (lied   Ajuil  .'•',.   17,<(),  wli.-ii  .Iacom  \v:is 

alioiii     I'diir     iiioiiili--    eld.      Aflfj-    iIm'    pcacf    of    Mi^'A,    his 

iiiollirr  rciiiiii((|    In    .Naiit  iicUt'l.    rcachiiii,^   iIh-ic   in    Aj'iil, 

\li:^'>,    w  line    lie   cnjoyod    lln'  advantage's  of    iIm*  (•x('ell«-nt 

schools   of   ihi-   jshiiid    lill    hi'was    in   his  oi<xhf<'fnt h  y«':ir, 

\\  htii,    likt'    inoNl    of   Ihe    <'iit<T|ii  isiiiL;'   Nanliicl\«'l    hoys  of 

that  tiiiit',  he  came  to  N<'\v-Yoik   to  srck   his  foriiuM'.      II«* 

ciiti-rcd    the  count iii.u-lious"  of    Is\\i     IIkk-,  an  eminent 

Now -"\'or]<.    comniissidii    merchant,  in     IT'JT.      ile  icmaiiied 

\viih  Mr.  1 1  K  i^>,  i;rt;ii  ly  ti>  tlieii- mui  iial  s;iti.sfaclion,  until 

iho    chi.se  of  18(10,  when  lie  entert;d   into  jiartnei>hii»  with 

.loiix  B.MiD  aiul  Jonas  Mintukn  ns  coininissioii  nieicliaiits. 

Ife  \va.s  onI\  twenty-one  years  of  aij;e,  full  of  eneriry,  an<l 

of  i;:reat  pliysical  coinage  and  enterprise,  and  le-  sonn  took 

the  whole  business  upon  Ills  own  shoulders  ami  conil>in«d 

a  shippiuL!;  business  witli  it ;  a  year  later  lie  was  the  owner 

of  t'oMi'  ships  and  a  brig. 

Ile  was  a  tireless  worker,  and  liefore  the  Avar  of  1J512  was 
declared,  he  had  become  a  thorough  student  of  j»oliti<'al 
economy,  an  attorney  at  law,  a  banker,  a  Stat<'  Sena1(»r, 
an<l  the  largest  ship-ownier  in  the  Tinted  States,  except 
AViLi.iA.M  GnAY,  of  Boston  and  Salem.  Ilisshiiis  traversed 
every  sea.  He  established  a  lionse  in  Liverpool,  and  his 
business  connections  with  most  of  the  European  States  wePH 
very  extensive  ;  with  l^iissia,  esi)ecially.  lie  had  establislied 
a  very  large  trade.  His  transactions,  in  tin-  imrchase  and 
sale  of  slii{)s.  with  foreign  governments,  were  of  immeiisB 
extent,  and  were  almost  all  made  with  their  Admiralty 
oflicers.  He  also  took  contracts  with  our  own  (Toveninient, 
sui>plying  our  light-houses  with  oil,  when  Mr.  Gali.atix 
was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  When  Kor.KiiT  Fri.Tox  was 
building  his  first  steamboat,  Mr.  r>AnKKU  imported  for 
him,  at  his  own  risk  and  on  his  own  account,  the  first 
marine  steam  engine  brought  into  this  country,  and  lield  it 
for  him,  until  he  could  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  pay 
for  it. 

While  he  was  State  Senator,  the  Senate,  under  the  old 
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Constitution,  sat  as  a  Court  of  Errors  ;  Mr.  Barker  de- 
livered an  opinion  in  an  insurance  case,  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Chancellor  Ken"t,  and  his  opinion  was  sustained  by  the 
Court.  lie  was  so  thorough  a  student  of  the  laws  and 
principles  of  trade,  commerce  and  finance,  in  their  relations 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government,  that  he  became  an  ardent 
politician  and  political  leader,  and  carried  all  the  zeal  of 
his  earnest  and  restless  nature  into  his  political  life.  He 
espoused  the  cause  of  Jeffersox,  advocating  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  and  subsequently  defending  the  Embargo 
and  Non-importation  Acts,  though  he  was  convinced,  that 
with  his  extended  commercial  and  shipping  business,  the 
immediate  result  to  him  would  be  great  and  heavy  losses. 
He  was  too  patriotic  to  let  this  certainty  outweigh  the  con- 
viction that  his  country  would  be  benefited  by  a  firm 
resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  on  her  commerce.  He  at  first  opposed  the  war  of 
1812,  but  when  it  was  declared,  he  supported  Mr.  Madi- 
son's war  policy.  His  ships  were  all  captured  during  the 
war ;  but  his  fortune  was  still  ample,  and  in  1813,  finding 
the  Government  distressed  for  funds,  he  obtained  subscrip- 
tions for  two  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  sub- 
scribing one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  his  own  account ; 
and  the  next  year,  learning  that  the  ten  million  loan 
advertised  found  few  or  no  takers,  with  his  subscription 
and  his  other  arrangements  to  the  same  effect,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  offer  to  the  Treasury  an  additional  loan  of  five 
million  dollars  more,  to  sustain  its  credit. 

After  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  at  the  request  of  Presi- 
dent Madisox's  wife,  Mr.  Bauker  and  Robert  G.  L.  De 
Pkyster  took  from  the  President's  house  the  original  iDor- 
trait  of  Washington,  by  Stuart,  to  preserve  it  from 
being  seized  by  the  British.  They  fell  in  with  the  train  of 
the  American  army,  then  retreating  from  Washington, 
and  continued  with  it  till  nightfall,  when  they  stopped 
at  a  farmhouse  near  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  jDassed  the 
night,  and  deposited  the  portrait  there  for  safe-keeping. 
After  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Barker  returned  to  the  farm- 
house, and,  re-claiming  the  picture,   returned  it  to  Mrs. 
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M.\i>i^(iN,  who  pl.iccd  il  ill  llic  iit-w  W'liii.-  Iloust*,  as  socm 
:i^  il  \\;is  If  l)iiili,  wlicif  il  rciiKiiiis  in  this  (hiy. 

At'li'i-  lln'   \\;ii-    111-  is|;i!ilislif(l    ihr    ('niou  lU'Wsj.aiirr.  to 

:i<l\  iMMir  I  1|.'  ilrcljoll  of  Di;  W  I  11    Cl.lNToN.      Mr  fiilllldcd  lIn* 

l'".\i'li;iii^('  r.aiil;  ill  ilii'^('ilv  in  ISIT).  :iii(l  liccaiin- l;ir;,n*ly  ('(jII- 
ci'iiiimI  ill  >i(icks.  !!»■  \\:is;iu;iiii  flccicd  lo  I  lie  Stnt<*  Senate. 
;i  lid  I  lit'i't'.  w  :is  ;mi<  iiil;  I  111'  lii^l  In  ;id\  <  icnlc  I  he  const  met  i<  ill  nf 
ihr  I'jir  ( ';iii;iK  :is  Wfll  ;is  ot  hi'T  iiM'asiires  jir(»|i(iscd  li\  (tov- 
fi  in  ir  ( 'i.i  NTn.N.  1  If  ((iiitiiiiit'd  to  t;il\f  :iii  :icl  ivr  interest  in 
juiliiirs.  :iiid  ill  IN'JO  was  the  tii>l  iiiaii  (<»  iKtiiiiiKilr  A  Ni»i:KW 
.Ia(  KSdN  lor  ilie  ricsidciicv.  Mr  sustained  him,  also,  in 
I8!?4aiid  in  ]8l^''^.  In  18;M  Ik' removed  to  Xew-Orlcaiis.  wlicp' 
lit' Miiain  en<i:aged  in  banking-,  and,  Ix-ing  admittrd  to  the 
Louisiana  bar,  s]>eedily  became  a  j^olitieal  l<'adt'r  tlicre, 
but.  true  t(»  liis  early  trainini;-  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  lie 
\\(iiiid  iit'it her  hold  slaves  nor  sn])port  slavery.  This  bold 
and  fearless  stand  nndonbtedly  diminisheil  lii>  foriime, 
but  he  iicvt'i-  wavered  in  his  ])osition.  lie  was  an  old  man 
(ei_i,dity-t\vo  years  of  age)  Avhen  the  Civil  \\';ir  coiimH-ncfd, 
but  thoiiuh  remaininii:  in  New-Orleans,  he  ojiposcd  the  IJe- 
bcllioii.  Tn  ISd.")  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  that 
city,  but.  owing  to  the  Reconstruction  diflicnltics.  was  not 
liermitted  to  take  his  seat.  InlSri?.  with  his  great  fortune 
lost  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war.  he  removed  to  the 
honieof  his  son,  Ann  aha  :\i  ]'.ai;kki;,  in  Philadelphia,  wliere 
he  died  December  26,  1871,  ai  tin;  age  of  niuety-two  years. 


ALFRED    S.    BARNES. 

Ai  iKKD  Smith  Baiixks  was  born  in  New-TTaven,  Conn., 
January  28th.  b^IT.  His  father  was  tlie  proj.rietor  <»f  an 
inn  located  in  ih.it  part  of  the  town  known  as  Barnesville, 
and  was  a  man  of  ])rol>ity  and  Christian  chamcter.  His 
mother  was  a  Moiikis,  of  Huguenot  descent,  for  whom  ber 
sou,  Ai.FuiCD,  always  cherished  the  tenderest  recollections, 
as  it  seemed  to  be  her  life  work  to  guide  her  children  with 
love  in  all  the  Christian  graces.     Owiug  to  a  large  family, 
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Alfred  was  sent  away  to  a  boarding  school  at  nine  years 
of  age,  and  there  received  his  rudimental  education.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1827,  he  returned  home  and 
remained  with  his  mother  several  years,  when  he  was 
jjlaced  under  the  care  of  an  uncle  living  near  Hartford. 
Here  he  united  farming  and  schooling,  but  soon  became 
restless  to  enter  a  business.  His  uncle  endeavored  to 
interest  him  in  the  shoe-making  trade,  but,  not  having  a 
taste  for  the  occupation,  he  shrunk  from  it,  and  aspired  to 
a  position  in  a  book  store.  In  1831  the  way  was  opened  to 
him  to  enter  the  book  store  of  D,  F.  Robinsox  &  Co.,  of 
Hartford,  as  errand  boy,  and  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of 
his  nature  he  entered  upon  his  duties  there,  at  thirty 
dollars  per  year,  with  a  home  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Robi^j^- 
so?^  included.  The  firm  removed  to  New- York  in  1835, 
and  there  he  completed  his  clerkship. 

In  1838  Mr.  Barnes,  then  a  young  man  of  twenty-one, 
became  acquainted  with  Professor  Charles  Davies,  the 
marhematician,  and  the  result  was  a  copartnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  S.  Barxes  &  Co.,  for  the  publication 
of  the  latter' s  books.  They  removed  to  Hartford  and 
opened  business  in  a  store  about  tifteen  by  twenty  feet. 
Professor  Dayies  furnished  the  material  for  the  books, 
and  Mr.  Barnes  published  and  went  about  introducing 
the  same  into  the  schools  of  the  country,  so  far  as  the  trav- 
elling facilities  of  that  day  permitted.  Professor  Dayies 
remained  a  partner  till  1848,  and  was  succeeded  by  Edmund 
DwiGiiT,  who  continued  only  a  year  or  two,  and  was  in 
turn  succeeded  by  Henry  L.  Burr,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Barnes,  who  remained  a  partner  till  his  death  in  I860, 
since  which  time  Mr.  Barnes'  five  sons  and  a  nephew  have 
successively  been  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  now  carry  on 
the  business. 

In  1840  the  firm  of  A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  and,  after  four  years,  removed  again  to  New- 
York,  where  it  has  since  remained.  Mr.  Barnes  gave 
untiring  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  business  for  over 
fifty  years,  and  his  wise  judgment  in  all  matters  pertaining 
thereto  was  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  its  success.     The  list 
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1)1'  piililicntioris  has  Iifi-n  nKiinly  sdidol  lutoks,  (:iItlioii;:li 
some  (limfssidii  ill  III  111  r  liiirs  lias  lircii  |M'rmin«'t|,  but  only 
i  IK' id  cut  ally,")  and  cmlu  aces  now  <>\  cr  dcs  ni  liiindied  tiiN««. 
'I'iic  s(di(><»Is  of  ,st'\  t'lal  izi'iHialions  ai"t'  laiiiiliar  with  (ln» 
linii's  iiiipiiiit,  and  it  is  hardly  iH-ccssary  (<►  n-call  the 
naiiu'S  of  (lie  iiioii'  jiojtular  books.  I)\\ii>'  .Mallitinatics 
]ia\t'  l)i'cii  iiidic  widely  \is('i],  ]iidi>al)ly.  liiaii  any  «ither 
series  extani,  I  lie  a<j:ij:ivt;ale  sale  of  I  lie  vei  i.>  lo  dale  lia\  iiiir 
heed  ai  least  tell  iiiillioii  ('o])i('S  ;  a  safe  estimate  of  t  Jh-  total 
oiii  put  of  I  lie  house  to  date  Nvoidd  be  al  h-ast  seveiit  v-live 
inillioii  copies.  Mr.  T.  \  i;\  i;s  would  iic\er  jiermil  an  uiiwor- 
th\  jiiiMicatioii  to  emanate  finni  his  liouse,  nor  W(»nld  lie 
ciiiiiloy  a  man  who  did  not  impress  him  by  an  ii|irii;lit  and 
gcntlemaidy  bcarin<r,  :ind  he  was  seldom  deceived.  Always 
genial  himself,  he  soiiuht  to  have  jilensant  feelinir  jirevail 
thi'onuhoiit  his  establishment,  and  by  absolute  fair  dealiiiir 
the  honse  has  earned,  lor  itself  an  enviable  rejmtalion.  F(»r 
some  years  he  was  special  partner  in  the  pnblishiiiir  house 
of  PoTTKi;,  AixsuoKTii  &:  Co.,  which,  since  his  (haili.  has 
been  merged  into  llie  house  of  which  he  was  the  head. 

In  is.')7  and  1801,  periods  of  money  stringency,  he  felt 
the  clouds  gathering  about  him,  but  by  prudence  and  the 
conlidence  of  his  friends  he  passed  safely  over  the  troubled 
waters. 

Mr.  B.\KNKS  chose,  as  between  money  spending  and 
money  irivinir,  the  latter,  and  he  seemingly  irave  with  iin- 
stinted  hand  to  the  numerous  charities  that  favorably  jne- 
sented  themselves  to  him.  Perhaps  no  better  monument 
to  his  habit  of  giving  could  be  mentioned,  than  the  beauti- 
ful editice  he  caused  to  be  erected  at  Ithaca,  .\.  Y..  for  the 
use  of  the  Christian  Association  of  Cornell  Iniversity. 

Mr.  Ijaiines  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
from  April  27tli,  ISCi.")  :  he  was  also  associated  as  Director 
or  Trustee  in  the  Hanover  P)aid\.  Home  Tnsurance  Com- 
pany, Dime  Savings  ]3ank  of  ]irooklyn,  Pntvident  Life 
Insurance  Comi^any,  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Com]'any,  Trus- 
tee in  the  Brooklyn  Polyte(dinic  Institute,  Thicker  Institute 
and  Cornell  University,  and  in  tin?  Long  Island  Historical 
t^ociety  ;  and  with  various  railroads  and  other  institutions, 
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tliiis  proving  his  untiring  energy  and  interest  in  promoting 
all  healthful  and  progressive  enterprises.  In  the  elevated 
railroads  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  investors,  and  although 
his  original  associates  withdrew  from  the  enterprise  upon 
the  failure  of  the  endless-chain  idea,  he  remained  a  stead- 
fast believer  in  an  elevated  mode  of  transit,  and  was  a  Di- 
rector of  the  New- York  Company  up  to  within  a  few  years 
of  his  decease. 

In  benevolent  societies  and  church  affairs  his  name  often 
appeared,  indicating  that  his  time  was  not  entirely  occupied 
with  matters  temporal.  The  title  so  often  applied  to  him 
of  "  Christian  merchant,"  in  all  that  it  implied,  accurately 
describes  the  man. 

He  married,  in  1841,  IIauhiet  E.  Bniu,  a  daughter  of 
General  Timothy  Bukr,  of  Hartford,  to  whom  w-ere  born 
ten  children,  live  sons  and  live  daughters,  all  of  whom 
survived  their  parents.  Mr.  Barnes  died  in  Brooklyn, 
February  17th,  1888,  at  the  age  of  71  years. 


JAMES    BROWN. 

James  Biiowx,  for  a  half  century  the  head  of  the  emi- 
nent banking  house  of  Browx  Brothers  &  Co.,  was  the 
fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Alexander  Broavn,  a  wealthy 
and  enterprising  linen  merchant  of  Ballymena,  County 
Antrim,  Province  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  and  w^as  born  in  Bally- 
mena on  February  4th,  1791.  About  1798  the  elder  Browx 
migrated  to  Baltimore,  and  established  a  warehouse  for  the 
sale  of  linens  there.  He  sent  his  sons  to  England  to  be 
educated,  and,  on  their  attaining  their  majority,  took  them 
into  xxirtnership.  His  business  becoming  extensive,  and 
some  ventures  made  during  the  Peninsular  War  and  in 
the  stormy  times  x')receding  our  war  of  1812,  having  proved 
largely  successful,  Alexander  Brow^n  resolved  to  estab- 
lish branch  houses  for  the  sale  of  his  linens.  The  firm 
now  became  Alexander  Brown  &  Sons,  and  the  eldest 
son,  William,  who  had  returned  to  the  old  home  in  Ire- 
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I'liid    for  :i    \isii,  rsl:il'li>ln'(l,    in    is|(t.    :i   liniiicli   Ikhim*  in 
Li  \  fi  I II  H  )|.   wliicli,   ill   lSir>,  :i--^iiiii<-i  I  ill"'  ii:iiii<*   nf    W'li.i  i.\m 
i\.  ,!\Mi-^  r>i;ti\\N    iV    ('(•.      Siilivc(|iifiii  1  \    I  III-  111  III  iiMiiH'  was 
(•1i;iiiuim1  Id  I*i;(.\\  N.  Siiiim  i  v  <V  ("'•.      Mr.  Willi  \  M  HnoWN 
act'iiiiiiil.itfil  a  lai\u<'  t'oi  i  iiik-,  was  t'It'cl<'<l  a  iiitiiilHT  <>f  l*ar- 
liatiiciii,  ;mi(I  w  il!i  m  lil'rfal  spiril  which  <  11' I  him  ^rrcal  lioiwtr, 
«'.sl;tl>li>hc(l  I  lir  !•'(•■.•  I>ilii;u  y  (if  laNTi'piM .1,  lo  w  hich  h<*  fS'A\t' 
hair  a  iiiilliiiii  (if  (li  ili;ii  ~^.     (  )ii  his  it'tii'i'iiu'iit   from  liiisiiicss 
lie  was  crcjiicil    liy   the  (^)ii((ii   a  liaroiict.     'I'lic  tn'xt   son, 
( I  lidia;  i:.  rciiiaiiicij  wiih   his  failicr   in  r.airiiiKiic  :  .IciiN  A. 
lu'canic  I  he   head   of  a    iMaiicli   house  in    riiilaih'lphia,  and 
.1  A  M  1  -,  the  youngest,  was  sciil   to  Nt'W-^'(»Ik  in    182.1.      In 
!S"i(')  ihc   house  of   I'liowN   ]5i;o  tiikks  &  C<».,  still   in   ilu; 
linen  Made,  was   foiindc'l  in  ^New-York.      Tt  was  coinitoscd 
of  Ai.i;xAXDKi;,  the  father,  Wiij.iam  (aftei-wai-ds  Sir  Wii 
i.iAM'  ill  Livei]>ool,  John  A.  in  Philadtdpliia,  and  .Iami.>. 
then  ihiitv  four  years  old.  in  New-Yorl^.     At  tlie  close  of 
1S:!S  ihc  tirm  sold  on!  their  linen  Inisiiiess.  and  ihenreforlli 
devoted  themselves  exclusively  lobankin;^-,  in  w  hich.  indee(i, 
ihe>  had  already  been  protitaMy  eii,u:aged.     'J'lieir  diameter 
for  intem  it  V.  tinaiicial  ability  and  lib<M-al  dealin<r,  as  well  as 
tlieii' abundant  means,  soon  made  them  the  rejireseiitative 
banking- house  in  this  count  I  y.      When  the  iinancial  ]r.m'r 
(d'  is:n  came  on,  thelirm  ludd   American  l)ills  for  a   \eiy 
larire  amount,  includinu-  four  million  dollars  of  jirotested 
paper,  and  other  engagements  in  England  to  the  amoimt 
of  ten  millions  more.     Tiiey  were  abundantly  solvent,  but 
the  iKinic  was  racing  in  Euroi)e  as  liercely  as  liei-e.     Tlie 
large   amounts   of   Amei'ican   sec-urilies  held  by  the  lirni, 
thouo;h  <ro()d,  were  not   available  at   that  time,  and  it  was 
:dinost    imiiossible  to  draw  bills  or  remit  specie   to  Eng- 
land.    There  was  a  consultation  between  the  brothers,  and 
Willi  am  was  deputed  to  go  to  the  Bank  of  Eiiglan<l  and 
ask  that  a  committee  of  their  ablest  financiers  should  be  ap- 
pointed   to    investigate   the   condition    of    the   American 
banking  house,  and,  if  they  were  satislied,  that  tlie  Bank 
should  make  them  a  loan  suflicient  to  carry  tliem  through. 
The  committee  was  immediately  appointed,  and.  after  ex- 
amination, reported  so  favorably  that  the  Bank  of  En-lnnd 
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granted  them  a  credit  of  five  million  pounds,  or  so  mncli 
of  it  as  tliev  miu'lit  need.  At  tlie  end  of  six  months  the 
loan  was  rei^aid,  and  from  that  time  their  credit  and 
reputation,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  stood  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  banking  house  having  American 
connections.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  circular 
letters  of  credit  of  BEOTVisr  Brothers  &  Co.  have  been  as 
current  in  every  part  of  the  world  as  tlie  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  Tliey  have  now  their  branch  establishments, 
all  carefully  managed,  in  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, and  their  representatives  in  Xew-Orleans,  as  well  as 
in  most  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  world. 

James  Browx  withdrew  wholly  from  public  and  politi- 
cal affairs,  to  devote  his  whole  powers  to  the  consideration 
of  the  problems  of  finance  and  the  conduct  of  his  vast 
business.  Though  of  genial  manners  and  a  most  kindly 
nature,  he  suffered  no  interruption  or  intrusion  upon  his 
time  during  business  hours,  and  his  faithful  servant  per- 
mitted no  access  to  his  private  office,  without  his  master's 
explicit  permission.  Yet  he  found  time  for  aiding  and 
guiding  great  charitable  and  philanthropic  institutions 
amid  his  busy  life.  He  was  for  many  years  President  of 
the  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor, 
and  an  active  and  leading  Director  of  the  Bank  for  Savings 
inBleecker-street,  a  Vice-President  or  Director  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Society,  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Hospital  and  other  charitable  institutions, 
and  in  the  charities  of  his  own  church  he  was  always  a 
large,  though  never  an  ostentatious,  giver.  He  had  been 
the  Senior  Elder  of  the  University  Place  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years. 

For  twenty  years  and  more  before  his  death  Mr.  Brow]S" 
had  withdrawn  from  the  more  active  duties  of  his  bank- 
ing house,  but  his  interest  in  it  continued  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  this  City,  November  1st,  1S77,  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  Mr.  Brow jf  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bexedict.  of 
Plainfield,  Connecticut.  Three  daughters  survived  her.  His 
second  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.   Joxas  Coe, 
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of 'I'li'V,  \\ lio  Mir\  i\  1(1  liiiii.      I'lV  ilii^  in.'irji:i<r«' ln' li.'ul  tlm-t* 
cliildrcii.  Iwo  sons  ninl  :i  (l:iiiL:li!cr. 

'I'lif  ('li:iinlMr  of  ( '(Hiiiiit'icf,  df  which  K(.(ly  Mr.  Iluou  \ 
h:hl  Ix'cii  ;i  iiiciiilicr  for  iimhc  t  h:iii  lift y  yonrs.  \\:is  iiifcniM-il 
(•!"  liis  (h':ith  ihc  sniur  <l:iy.  w  lifit'iiiiMii  :i  ( 'cnmiitfi'i*  was 
:i|>];(>iiitr<l.  ((insisting:  of  A.  A.  L^w.  \\  ii.i.ixm  V..  hoiMJK 
;iIl(lS\\|i  II  I'..  II I  (.(;i.i:s,  to  |iic|i;iii' ii'Sfdutioils  of  |cs|T<-t 
to  liis  niriiiory.  Al  ihc  nut  lini;-  of  ih'-  ('h.-iiiiluT,  h«'M 
1)ccciii1mt  Tiih.  ihf  ('oiiiinillcc  ie]ii»rtr<l  Hh-  followiii;:, 
which  were  iiiKiiiimoiisly  :i(lo]i(t'(l  : 

Jicsolccd,  That  lht>  (h-inisc  of  .1a.mi;s  I'iiown  l)iils  ns 
l^nusc  nniid  tlio  actix  ilifs  of  ImsiiH-ss  to  :i(hl  another 
name  to  the  roll  of  our  lioiiorcil  (lfa<l  :  tli<>  iiainc  (»f  oim* 
whose  life,  iiatlierinir  bii<i"btn('ss  with  lonirth  of  veai-s,  has 
shed  lustre  upon  tlu'  coniiuercial  character,  not  of  <»ur  city 
only  and  of  sister  cities,  but  of  the  I  Hi  ted  States,  the  name 
of  him  wlio.  asivarlnerof  tlic  lioiise  (d'  Tiiiow  n  j  iiaiiii  i- i:s 
iV  Co.,  lias  extended  Auieiicaii  credit  to  the  leniolest 
([uarters  of  the  li'lobe,  and  vitalized  our  relations  with  tlie 
commercial  world. 

Ilvsolrrd,  That  it  becomes  us  to  bow  with  resiirnation  to 
the  will  of  (to!>.  who,  in  the  fullness  of  y<>ars.  I:. is  witli- 
draun  from  our  Association  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  es- 
teemed mend>ers,  whose  presence  in  tliis  Chamber,  althon,i:li 
marked  bv  an  unostentatious  reserve,  imitarted  diiiiiity  to 
its  proceedings  and  strength  to  its  resolves. 

licsolvech  That  we  will  (  herish  the  memory  of  our  late 
associate,  and,  making  i-ecord  of  his  long,  useful  and  ex- 
emplary life — a  life  eminently  consiiicuous  for  its  munili- 
cent  charities — we  will  hold  this  record  sacred  in  our 
keeping  as  long  as  the  love  of  rectitude,  jthilnnthropy, 
patriotism  and  Christian  gentlen.ss  shall  endure. 

JResolccd,  That  without  recounting  Mr.  Bia.wN's  niani- 
f«dd  virtues,  but  sharing  Avith  the  church,  with  .society, 
with  the  community  at  large  in  a  common  loss,  and  par- 

IG 
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taking  of  a  common  grief,  we  will  send  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  as  a  token  of  our 
respect  for  the  departed,  and  of  our  sincere  condolence  for 
the  bereaved. 


CORNELIUS   VANDERBILT. 

CoRXELius  A'"a>'derbilt  was  of  Holland-Dutch  stock, 
and  his  remarkable  career  makes  him  one  of  the  most 
prominent  figures  in  the  commercial  history  of  the  second 
lialf  century  of  the  Eepublic.  He  was  born  near  Staj^le- 
ton,  Staten  Island,  New- York,  May  27th,  1704.  His 
father  Avas  Corxelius  Yanderbilt  ;  and  he  was  a  great- 
grandson  of  Jacob  Vax  der  Bilt,  whose  ancestors  first 
came  to  this  countrv  from  Holland  in  1650,  and  settled  on 
Long  Island. 

Like  many  of  the  men  who  have  had  a  successful 
business  career  in  New- York,  his  early  life  was  sjDent  upon 
a  farm ;  but  the  energy  and  enterprise  which,  were  the  dis- 
tinguishing characteristics  of  his  career,  impelled  him,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  to  more  venturesome  pursuits.  He  seems 
to  have  instinctively  foreseen  that  the  great  opportunity 
in  the  development  of  the  new  country  was  the  business  of 
transportation.  He  began  by  carrying  laborers  across 
New- York  Bav,  from  New-York  to  the  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows,  in  a  small  sail-boat ;  and  in  two  years  he  had 
become  the  owner  of  several  small  craft,  and  captain  of  a 
larger  one.  During  the  war  of  1812  his  venturesome  spirit 
made  him  better  known,  and  gave  him  greater  income.  He 
furnished  supplies  by  night  to  two  forts  near  New- York, 
and  was  selected  by  the  Government  officers  for  expedi- 
tions which  required  special  skill  and  daring.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  married  Sophia  Joiixsox  ;  and  on  his 
twenty-first  birthday  he  was  the  proprietor  of  an  estab- 
lished business  and  the  owner  of  a  capital  which  amounted 
to  nine  thousand  dollars.  He  invested  this  in  the  purchase 
of  a  part  interest  of  a  steamboat  running  from  New-York 


mnr.i:  \iiii(  Ai.  ski  hiiks.  U4'.\ 

fo  New  I'liiiiswick,  Nfw  .Tfisfv.  :iii(l  1)('r:nn««  Iht  i'npt:illi. 
Ill  M'\('ii  \(':iis  froiii  tlii^  liiiH',  :iinl  mImhiI  Ih'J-l,  In*  1im«1 
^I'ciircd  full  ('(iiitrdl  (if  ilif  iiinst  imiKH  t:iiit  stcniiiltonl  liiu; 
iimiiinu-  oiii  of  New -^'(l^l<,  known  :is  ilic  "  (iiltlidiis"  liii(»; 
:iii<l.  lliirr  \  t'Mis  lalt'i',  lit'  Irascd  the  fcnifs  lifiwci-n  N«*w- 
\(iik  :inil  Mli/.:il)t'tli])()rf,  New-.Ierscy.  l-'rom  this  iicriod 
lii'L:;in  llic  rx]t;iiision  of  (t])t'r:iti(>iis  wliidi  «-<ni1imnMl  witli- 
(lilt  iiilt'i  riipi  ioii  (If  fiiiliirc  iiiilil  tin- close  «.r  liis  lift-.  !!-■ 
■(Hni  li;i(l  stmiiibonts  iMiiniinir  iij)on  tin-  llii<ls(.)i  IJivcr,  and 
on  Lonu'  Ishiiid  Soniid  Im  Ikirtrord.  Pna  idnicc.  Norwicli 
;ind  Nrw-l  I:i\  fii.  1  Ii' imicl icnll y  ront rollod  for  m. 'in y  years 
water  tninsportalioii  lietwceii  New -Yoil;  and  llndson 
I\iver  and  New-England  points. 

Ill  184".)  he  made  a  new  departnn".  The  discovery  «tf  ^(»M 
in  California  had  led  to  ininiensc  imniiuration  to  the' Pacific 
eoast.  To  meet  and  stimulate  this  he  established  a  steam- 
shii)  loute  from  New-York  to  San  Francisco,  crossimr  the 
Nthinus  at  Panama.  Kailroadini^  was  then  in  its  infancy, 
and  th<' jilains  and  mountains  l)etween  Califoinia  and  the 
borders  of  civilization  in  the  East  an  unexi)lore(l  territory, 
filled  with  hostile  Indians.  The  three  steamers  which  he 
l)laced  upon  tlie  Atlinitic.  and  four  upon  the  Pacilic  side, 
ixave  hitn  a  control  of  tlie  business  between  the  Atlantic 
seaports  and  tlie  Pacilic  slope.  In  IS.j.")  lie  established  a 
Trans-Atlantic  line,  but.  after  a  tviil  of  six  years,  aban- 
donf^l  it.  Diiriui^  tlie  Civil  War.  in  ^^V,],  when  the  whole 
country  was  alarmed  at  the  piospecti\e  dama.uje  to  our  sea- 
coast  cities  from  the  rebel  ram  "Men-imac,"  he  presented 
the  steamship  '"  X'anderbilt"— then  the  finest  steamshii)on 
the  ocean — to  the  (lovernment.  In  recognition  of  this 
gift,  at  the  chise  ef  tlie  war.  Congress  voted  him  a  gold 
medal.  In  18(U  he  became  convinced  that  the  business  of 
transportation  by  water  had  culminated,  and  the  o])portu- 
nities  of  the  future  were  in  railroads,  their  operati(»n  and 
extension.  lie  therefore  disjiosed  of  all  his  iiiterests  in 
steamboats  and  steamships.  His  pro:ninence  and  distinc- 
tion during  these  many  years  as  the  owner  and  commander 
of  a  large  merchant  fleet  had  given  him  the  popular  title  of 
"  Commodore,"  by  which  he  is  best  known. 
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Ir,  was  cliaracteristic  of  Commodore  Vaxderbilt  that 
whatever  he  determined  to  do  lie  entered  nx)on  at  once. 
He  immediately  secured  a  control  of  the  stock  of  the  New- 
York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company,  and  became  its 
President ;  and  the  next  year  he  also  bought  a  majority  of 
the  stock  of  the  Hudson  River  Company  and  assnmed  its 
management.  He  was  the  first  to  discover  that  the  success 
of  a  raih'oad  line  was  in  the  control  of  the  direct  connections 
upon  which  it  must  rely  for  its  business.  He,  therefore, 
immediately  began  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the  New- 
York  Central  ;  and  in  1809  consolidated  it  with  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  forming  what  is  now  known  as  the  New- 
York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad,  He  became 
the  first  President  of  this  corporation.  He  had  practically 
rebuilt  the  Harlem  Road,  and  he  now  turned  his  attention 
to  the  imx^rovement  of  the  consolidated  line ;  under  his 
management  two  additional  tracks  were  constructed  west 
of  Albany ;  the  Grand  Central  Depot,  St,  John's  Park 
Freight  Station,  and  the  Grain  Elevators  on  the  Hudson 
River  at  Sixty-tifth  street  were  erected  ;  and  the  magniti- 
cent  entrance  into  the  City,  by  viaduct  and  tunnel,  through 
Fourth  Avenue,  laid  out  and  completed.  To  secure  the 
permanence  and  growth  of  the  New- York  Central's  busi- 
ness with  the  vast  commerce  distributed  at  Chicago,  he 
purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Lake  Shore,  Canada 
Southern  and  Michigan  Central  Railroads ;  and  these 
made  the  New- York  line  by  the  New- York  Central  and 
the  north  and  south  shores  of  the  lake  to  Chicago, 

The  Commodore  gave  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Deems  to  purchase  the  Church  of  the  Strangers 
in  this  City  and  for  its  mission  work.  He  founded  the 
Vanderbilt  University  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  assist 
in  the  educational  development  of  the  South,  and  endowed 
it  with  a  million  of  dollars.  His  fortune  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  generally  estimated  at  one  hundred  million 
dollars,  all  of  which  he  left;  to  his  eldest  son,  William 
Henry,  except  four  million  dollars,  which  he  bequeathed 
to  liis  daughters,  and  eleven  million  dollars  to  William 
IIexry's  four  sons.     Mr.  Vaxderbilt  was  a  very  hand- 
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somi'  111:111.  ;ii:ii  I'lir  (if  til.'  nio>;t  stiikiiiLr  li^Mip's  in  liis  (iM 
:mv  in  .New -^dik.  11. •  difd  in  this  City  on  iIh*  -llli  of 
.1:11111,11  y.  IS77.  :il  lli. ■:!-('  of  cinlily  I  w  <»  yi-.-ifs,  rctaininj; 
liis  |ili_\ -i.;il  \  ii;ur  and  inc'iihil  ciicruv  '"  fli.-lubl. 


WILLIAM    1  1.  VANDERBILT. 

W'lii.MM  II.  \' \M>i:i:i;i  1,1"  \v:is  1). .111  in  .\.\\  I'miiswick, 
Nrw  -.It  rsev,  iMav  8tli,  182!.  II."  \\:is  1  Im-  tjijeist  son  of  Com- 
Miodorc  \' \M>i'i:i".i  ir.  and  \\;is  .■ducalcd  at  tlic  ColnniMa 
( ;i:nninai'  :~^cliool.  Ilo  lieuan  his  Imsincss  cai'iTi-  on  fly  in  lif<'. 
At  ihr  ai:<'  of  sexciilecii  lie  ('nt(^r«Ml  th.-  odicc  of  ih.-  tln-n 
ianions  liini  of  lKnd\''f.s  and  bi'okeis  of  whi.li  Da.n  i  r.i.  I  M:i;\v 
\\:is  the  head.  11.'  in;irried  Avlicn  li<'  was  1\v<'nty  Mi>^  Ki-- 
-  \M.  tlie  dnii2:bt<»r  of  a  welldviiown  cleruyman  of  the  Dntrli 
IL'Toiint'd  Clnirch.  Close  attention  to  his  duti.'s  in  tli<' 
ollicf  and  ovci -worlv  impaired  his  liealth  lo  surli  :in  <'xi«'nt 
that  in  JS-t-i  In^  s<'ttle(]  n]»on  a  I'ann  on  St:it'ii  Island  whifh 
Ix'lonu't'd  to  liis  fatlief.  It  was  li.-ic  that  the  sterlin.i^ 
(piiiiities  wliieli  afterNvards  won  lii.s  success  w.-i'.'  liisi  mani- 
Icsied.  The  Commodore  lind  stronp:  ojijnions  of  the  vahn? 
of  self-reliance,  and  the  discipline  wliieh  only  conu-s  from 
woikinu:  one's  own  Avay  in  the  woij.l.  Wh.i.iam  H.  was 
Ifl'r  (entirely  to  his  own  resources,  and  accomplishrd  tin- 
dillieult  task  of  not  only  earning  a  living  olT  Ins  farm, 
but  of  making  it  i^rolitable.  lie  also  became  active  in 
political  alVairs  ami  matt(n"s  of  general  interest.  <»n  lii»' 
island,  and  after  a  short  time  was  widely  known  :in<l  re- 
spected as  an  energetic.  ]>nl>lic  spii-ited  and  successful 
citizen.  The  Staten  Island  Hail  road  Comi>any  be<'ame  em- 
barrassed, and  ATr.  A  ANDKUiui.r  was  seh-cted  as  tli«'  one 
best  qualified  to  manage  its  business  and  biing  it  out  of  its 
difficulties.  Bv  lieneral  con.sent  he  was  ai^pointpd  Receiver, 
and  beuan  his  career  as  a  lailwav  officer  an<l  director.  lie 
speedily  developed  superior  business  ability,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  he  had  liberated  the  Company  from  its 
troubles,  and  put  it  upon  a  paying  ba.sis.     The  Commodore 
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Avas  so  much  impressed  with  this  demonstrated  capacity 
that  lie  called  him  from  the  island  and  placed  upon  him 
very  large  responsibilities.  He  appointed  Willi A:\r  H. 
Yice-President  and  Executive  Officer  of  the  New- York  and 
Harlem,  and  afterwards  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad. 
The  situation  was  a  difficult  and  trying  one,  as  much  was 
expected  both  by  the  public  and  his  father.  But  in  a  few 
years  the  railway  men  of  the  country  recognized  in  him  a 
railroad  manager  of  unusual  talent.  Upon  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Hudson  River  and  New- York  Central,  he  Avas 
called  to  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  new  Company, 
and  entered  upon  activities  which  resulted  in  his  becoming- 
one  of  the  most  important  and  powerful  factors  in  the 
railway  system  of  the  United  States. 

The  death  of  his  father  left  him  in  control  of  the  lines 
between  New- York  and  Chicago  by  the  New- York  Central, 
and  of  the  Lake  Shore  on  the  south  and  the  Michigan 
Central  and  Canada  Southern  on  the  north  shore  of  the 
lake.  He  inherited  the  bulk  of  his  father's  vast  fortune, 
and  immediately  bent  his  energies  and  resources  to  extend- 
ing and  strengthening  the  system  which  was  to  honor  and 
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perjietuate  the  name  of  VxVXDEEBILT.  By  securing  a  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  Chicago  and  North  Western  and 
the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha,  he  reached 
the  great  wheat  belt  of  the  Northwest,  and  covered  the 
territory  between  Chicago  and  the  Missouri  River,  and  on 
toAvards  the  Pacific.  The  West  Shore  and  Nickle  Plate 
roads  had  been  constructed  parallel  Avith  the  Central  and 
Lake  Shore,  and  threatened  the  serious  impairment  and 
possible  ruin  of  both  properties  ;  but  he  first  successfully 
fought  this  unjustiliable  iuA'asion  of  territory  fully  and 
satisfactorily  served  by  existing  roads,  and  then  purchased 
the  one  for  the  Central  and  the  other  for  the  Lake  Shore. 
Time  has  demonstrated  the  Avisdom  of  this  policy. 

Soon  after  the  consolidation  of  the  New- York  Central 
and  Hudson  River  Roads,  Mr.  A'anderbilt  became  im- 
pressed Avith  the  importance  of  a  permanent  entrance  into 
the  City  of  NeAv-York,  and  a  central  terminus  Avhich  aa'ouUI 
be  equal  to  the  large  and  raj)id]y  increasing  passenger  traffic 
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d"  tlif  liiK'.  'I'lic  (irainl  Cfiiinil  hrjioi  \mis  cdnstriKMrd, 
:niil  <iiiiiit'c(r(l  by  :i  (li']»n'ssr(l  rnail,  i  iiiiiirl  and  \  iadiK'f.  with 
ilif  1 1 li due  across  lli<'  llailrm  Iii\-.r.  J'>y  this  iiii|»i-<i\  t-iiH'iit 
1  lif  Xcw-^'ork  Ccui  ral  st'ciirrd  thi'  nii"(|iialli'd  advaiita;::<'.s 
oM'oiii'  I  lacks  into  the  heart  of  1  he  ( 'i;\ ,  and  a  station  so 
hx'ated  as  ti  I  i;i\  t'  I  he  ( 'din  pan y  I  he  lif>i  position  of  any  of 
ihe'j'rmik  lines  I'oi'  jiassfniier  iHi^jness  hetween  ih"  \\'«'.st 
and  I  he  Metrojiolis.  This  work  will  remain  an  endnriii;? 
nionnnient  li>  his  \\is(h>ni  and  fniesii^ht. 

The   hdmi-  st  rii;es  npiiii  i  he  I'aiiroads  of   ilic  cdnnti-y,  in 
i.'-^TT,  were   the   most  serious  ever  known.     They  slopjieil 
ihc  inovenieiit    of   most  lines,  snsj^ended   travel   and    ]iara 
ly/.e(l    business.     Mr.    A'axi)i;imm  i.r   managed,    with    iireat 
>kill  and  (lijih)inacy.  lo  l;eep  Ids  loads  open. 

The  (irani;er  exciteineiil  and  ihe  increasiiiir  agitation  for 
restrictive  leiiislation  aiininst  rnilwnvs  convinced  Mr.  V.w- 
i)i:i;i;i  i.r  I  liat  il  was  a  mistake  f(»r  oiu^  man  to  ow  n  i  lie  (-(.n- 
Hollinu'  interest  in  any  great  transportation  line.  It 
aroused  antagonism  and  invited  attack-^.  I'y  om*  <.f  the  best 
managed  and  most  successful  combinations  ever  formed,  he 
was  able,  in  a  single  transaction,  to  sell  two  hundred  ami 
iifty  thousand  sharesof  the  stock  of  the  New-York  Central 
and  Hudson  l^iver  Kailroad  Com]iany  foi-  thirty  nullions 
of  dollars.  In  1883  he  resigned  Ins  oflirial  positions  and 
transferred  the  supervision  of  the  VANDf.inui.T  system  (o 
his  sons,  CoKXELU's  and  AVn.i.iAxt  K.  A'AMH-.tnui/r. 
Coi{>'i:Lirs  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  New-York  Central  and  Hudson  l»i\er  ami  the  Mich- 
iijan  Central  Kailroads,  and  AVii.i.iam  K.  wa^^  ("hairtnan 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan 
Southern,  and  subsequently,  also,  of  the  N.-w-York,  Chi- 
cago and  !St.  Louis  Bailroad. 

Ml-.  A'ANPionuii.T  Avas  generous  and  ]»nlilic  spirited.  In 
1884  he  presented  to  the  College  of  PliNsieians  and  Sur- 
geons of  the  City  (»f  New-York  five  liundred  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  pnrchase  of  land  ami  the  erection  of  btiild- 
ings.  This  gift  contributed  largely  to  the  higher  education 
of  physicians,  a  suliject  in  w  hich  he  Avas  deeply  intereste<l. 
He  also  gave  live  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Va>*dkk- 
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BiLT  University,  which  had  been  generously  endowed  by 
liis  father.  He  gave  the  money  which  secured  from  the 
Egyptian  Government  the  gift  of  the  Obelisk,  and  brought 
it  to  New-York  and  placed  it  in  Central  Park. 

Mr.  Yanderbilt  died  in  this  City  on  December  8th,  1885. 
By  his  Avill  he  left  a  million  of  dollars  to  various  charities, 
sundry  bequests  to  friends,  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  each 
of  his  eight  chiklren,  and  the  residue  of  his  estate  to  his 
sons.  Cornelius  and  \Yillia:\:  K.  Yanderbilt. 


HANSON    K.    CORNING. 

Hanson  Kelly  Corning,  oldest  son  of  Epiirai^i 
Corning,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  the  9tli  of  Jidy, 
1810.  He  was  a  direct  descendant  from  Samuel  Corning, 
who  came  from  England  about  1080,  and  settled  in  Bev- 
erly, Massacliusetts,  where  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
selectmen  in  ]G65.  Epuraim  Corning  removed  his  family 
to  Alexandria,  Yirginia,  while  Hanson  was  yet  a  child,  and 
there  he  grew  u})  and  received  his  education. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  office  of  his 
uncle,  Edw^ard  Corning,  avIio  Avas  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  at  Albany,  New- York,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  when  he  was  sent,  in  1831,  by  the  concern 
of  E.  &  L.  Corning,  (composed  of  his  father  and  uncle, 
who  had  established  themselves  in  New- York,  and  were 
among  the  earliest  American  merchants  to  engage  in  trade 
with  Northern  Brazil,)  to  Para,  Brazil,  charged  with  look- 
ing after  their  interests  and  enlarging  their  business.  He 
remained  in  Para  for  four  years,  during  which  period  he 
consigned  to  New- York  what  was  probably  the  lirst  ship- 
ment of  India  rubber  in  the  shape  of  shoes  and  toys. 
They  were  made  by  the  natives  in  the  India  rubber  forests  ; 
were  very  unwieldy  in  form,  but  i)ossessed  of  extraordinar}^ 
wearing  qualities,  and  were  the  forerunners  of  the  impor- 
tant business  now^  carried  on  in  India  rubber  boots  and 
shoes. 
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III  K^:;.")  Ml.  ('(»i;mn(;  ict iinifd  to  Nrw-York  to  l:»k«»  tin- 
place  \;u'aii'(l  liy  tlif  ii-f ii<Miii'iii  of  Jijs  micjc,  Li;«»\Ai:i> 
CnKMNc.  fioiii  iIh-  (•(iiici'iii.  which  I lu-ii  li(M':mif  1Ci'iii:aim 
("i>i;.M.N(i  iV  S(i\.  ;iiii|  cslahlishcd  ;ii  No.  71  South  Slm-i. 
where  they  ami  Hnir  siirressois  i-.-iiiaiiied  for  more  tlian 
ihiily  years.  In  the  same  year  lir  married  Kmma  H.  I)(»i:- 
i;\N<'i;  a  iiiiidii  wiiirji  eoiilimied  a  soiirco  of  ^reat  li:i]iiti 
I  less  mil  il  the  end  of  his  life. 

The  disi'oNcry  hy  Cii  \i:i.i;s  (»(m)1)Vi:ai:  of  ihe  process  for 
viileaiii/iiiu'  India  rul)l)er  siimulated  ihe  manufacture  of 
linlia  rul)l)er  e'oods,  especially  hoots  and  shoes,  toaii(Mi<»r- 
mous  extent,  and  the  im[)orlinu-  of  Paia  iiiMier  in  crude 
form  li'iadually  increased,  until  it  hecame  a  ei,.;i(  tra<le. 
The  Tacilities  w  hicli  Mi-.  ('<ii;.\i.\(.  Jiad  eslahlished  duriii;^ 
his  resideiic*'  in  i'ara  enal)k'<l  the  lirm  to  hold  a  leadiiiir 
jiosition  in  the  business  as  it  develo])ed,  ami  under  the  old 
Jirni  name  of  Epiiiiaim  Coiimnc  ^  Son  until  1S41>,  (when 
his  father  ivtired.)  and  liis  own  iiaim  .  ||.  K.  CollMNo. 
iiMtil  JS,').),  when  the  concern  was  chaniied  to  II.  K . 
("oi;mno  ArSoN'lty  the  admission  of  his  son,  Ki'1I!:ai.m  L 
CoKMNc.  lie  maintained  the  supremacy  as  importer  <»f 
Para  rubber,  and  extended  his  business  to  Maranhnm,  Kio 
de  Janeiro  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  Tn  J8U7,  bv  reason  of 
imi^aired  liealtli,  he  retired  from  acti\e  business. 

Prosperity  followed  Mr.  Coi:m\(.'s  business  care«'r  from 
its  beuinninir,  except  during  the  i)anic  of  l^'^T,  wlieii 
Ei'iiUAi.M  CoKNixt;  iV  Sox  were  embarassed,  owing  to  the 
magnitude  of  their  business,  and  were  forced  to  make  a 
comi)roniise  with  their  ci'editors.  In  less  than  live  years 
afterwards  they  paid  t'very  creditor  in  full,  jtrincipal  and 
interest — an  action  so  rare  in  business  records  as  to  l>e 
w  (>r;liy  of  mention. 

I'll  111  th(Mime  of  ^[v.  Counixg's  retirement  he  devoted 
himself,  as  he  had  long  been  doing,  to  philanthropic  work 
of  very  vaiied  character,  not  only  among  institutions  in 
Xew-York  and  elsewhere,  l«ut  pirivately  in  hnndrt-ds  of 
households,  wlnn-e  his  kindly  interest  and  ready  help 
lightened  the  cares  and  increased  the  comforts  of  the 
needy. 
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Mr,  CoRXixG  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  March  2d,  1854,  and  continued  his  connection 
with  it  np  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  business. 

In  the  simple  Christian  hope  in  which  he  had  lived  he 
died  on  the  22d  day  of  Aprii,  1878,  in  this  City,  leaving 
behind  him  tlie  blessed  memory  of  the  just.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  precisely  six  months. 


GEORGE  \VASHINGTON. 

Gkorge  Wasiiixgtox,  the  "  Father  of  his  Country,'' 
was  born  in  Wasliington  Parish,  Westmoreland  County, 
Virginia,  near  the  junction  of  Pope's  Creek  with  the  Po- 
tomac River,  February  22,  (February  11,  Old  Style,)  1732. 
He  was  the  son  of  Augustixe  Washington.  Augustine 
Washington  was  a  wealthy  planter,  and  was  twice  married  ; 
his  first  wife,  Jane  Butler,  bore  him  four  children,  of 
whom,  two  sons,  Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached  ma- 
turity. The  second  wife,  Mary  Ball,  brought  her  husband 
six  children,  of  whom  George  was  the  eldest.  His  father 
owned  two  or  more  large  plantations,  and  remo^■ed,  in 
George's  early  childhood,  to  the  one  t-ituated  in  Stafford 
County,  nearly  opposite  Fredericksburg,  Before  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twelve  years  his  father  died.  He  inherited 
the  Stafford  County  property,  and  his  elder  half-brother, 
Lawrence,  received  the  large  estate  on  Hunting  Creek, 
afterward  known  as  Mount  Vernon,  His  early  education 
was  somewhat  defective,  but  he  showed  a  strong  predilection 
for  mathematics,  for  which  he  had  a  private  teacher.  His 
half-brother,  Lawr.knce,  was  his  guardian,  and  on  leaving 
school,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  lie  resided  for  some  months 
with  his  brother  at  Mount  Vernon,  La^vrence  had  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  AVilliax  Fairfax,  the  wealthiest 
planter  in  Alrginia,  and  for  some  time  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  Colony,  George  was  inclined 
to  a  military  or  naval  career,  and,  probably,  through  the 
influence  of  Law^rence's  friends,  a  midshipman's  Avarrant 
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in  I  lie  I^imli>li  Xavv  was  i.rocurrd  roi-  him.  liiit  tin*  inothcr 
()|)[)().st'tl  it  so  .stiiMi-ly  llial  In-  rt'lin(|iiishf(l  liis  j»ur|»<»M». 
TIk'  next  yeai',  liowfvcr,  lit.'  was  ajijidintcd  Surveyor  lo  tin? 
iiiiiii'iise  estates  of  I'aioii  J.^id  l''\ii;i  .\\,  that  ecc«*nin<* 
n(il>lriiian  ha\iiiu-  drici miiicd  in  tak<'  up  Ids  resifleHce  in 
AiiK'iica,  aihl  liriiii^-  thfii  on  a  \i--ii  to  Ins  kinsiiiaii, 
William  I-\\ii;i  \\.  'I'lif  ta^k  was  an  arduous  oiit*  for  :i 
I><»v  (d'  sixtri'ii  M'ars.  l>nl  vcnnu-  W  a-iii  n(;ton  ijhicllv 
at'Cfpted  it,  and  foi-  I  In-  next  ihrrr  years  he  ntu^died  it 
on  llir  Iroiilit,'!',  encounleriiiii:  many  dan;;ers  and  liardslnps. 

In  17.")|  the  Viruinia  Militia  weie  put  under  traiinii^  for 
active  service  against  l-"" ranee,  and  \V  a-iii  no  ro.\,  althouirh 
only  nineteen  years  of  ai^c,  \\as  a])i)(»inted  .\(|jutaut.  with 
the  rank  (d"  Major,  lu  September  of  that  year  he  acconi- 
[>anied  ins  hrotin'i-.  L a\vi:i:.\ce,  -wJio  was  in  failin^j;  health, 
on  a  vovaue  to  the  Barbadoes.  Thev  returned  earlv  in 
lli'rJ,  and  L\\vi;i;\(  i:,  dvini:-  soon  after,  named  his  iiaif 
brother  as  one  of  ili.'  i-xt'cutois  of  Ids  fjreat  estate,  and 
made  him  '  he  presumptive  lieir  (d"  tjie  Mount  A'eiimn  pro- 
perty, which  so(»n  after  came  into  his  possession,  by  the 
death  of  Lawukncio's  iid'ani  (hiui4liter. 

When  Lieutenant  (Governor  DixwiDDiK  arrived  in  \'ir- 
uinia,  in  17.-)-.\  the  nnlitia  was  re-oriranized  and  divided 
into  four  nnlitaiy  districts.  The  northern  district  was  the 
most  important  of  these,  and  of  this,  (iKoik;]-;  WA>mNGT(>\. 
then  just  twenty-one  years  old,  was  commissioned  by  the 
(Toveriior,  Adjutant-tTeneral.  In  Novend)er  of  the  same 
year  he  was  sent  with  oidy  one  com]»anion  on  th<'  jterihuis 
enterprise  of  penetratiuii' to  the  French  postof  Le  ]?oeuf,  on 
French  Creek, near  Lake  Ki  i(\  and  of  demandiuir.in  thename 
of  the  King  of  England,  that  the  Freiieli  shoidd  withdraw 
from  this  territory.  To  reach  tldsixtint  it  wasnecessary  that 
they  should  traverse,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  an  unexidored 
region,  inhabited  oidy  by  Indian  tribes  known  to  be  liostile 
to  the  English.  The  expedition  was.  of  course,  unavailing, 
and  its  oidy  good  residt  was,  that  Washington's  report 
to  Goyernor  Dixwiddii:  was  sent  by  him  to  London,  and 
published.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  authorized  the  Exec- 
ntive  to  raise  a  regiment  of  three  hundred  men,  to  maintain 
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bv  force  the  asserted  rio-lits  of  the  British  Crown  over  the 
territory  claimed.  The  command  of  this  expedition  was 
given  to  Colonel  Joshua  Fey.  At  the  urgent  request  of 
his  friends,  Wasiiingtox  was  commissioned  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  expedition  met  with  varied 
fortunes,  but  not  being  sustained  by  promised  reinforce- 
ments, and  Colonel  Fry  having  died  on  the  route,  Colonel 
Wasiiixgton',  after  defeating  an  advanced  party  of  the 
French  and  intrenching  himself  in  a  fort,  (Fort  Necessity,) 
which  he  had  thrown  up  on  the  "Great  Meadows,''  was 
obliged,  being  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force  of  French 
and  Indians,  to  capitulate  and  surrender  his  artillerj^  July 
4,  ni)4.  In  the  winter  of  17o4-o5,  orders  were  received  for 
"settling  the  rank  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  w^hen  serving 
Avitli  the  p)rovincials  in  North  America."'  These  orders  were 
so  insulting  to  the  provincial  officers  that  Washixgtox  and 
many  others  indignantly  resigned  their  commissions. 
AYasiiixgtox  retired  to  Mount  Vernon.  Here,  in  the 
spring  of  1755,  he  was  found  by  Ueneral  Edward  BpvAD- 
DOCK,  who  had  been  commissioned  to  make  a  formal  cam- 
q')aign  against  the  French  on  the  Ohio.  General  Braddock 
had  heard  of  WasiiixCtTOn's  services  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pittsbunr,  and  of  his  thorouirh  knowledge  of  the  theater 
of  operations,  and  he  endeavored  to  x^ersuade  him  to  join 
the  expedition.  Wasiiixgtox  would  not  consent  to  go  in 
any  other  capacity  than  as  a  volunteer  aid-de-camp.  The 
result  of  this  campaign  need  not  here  be  i)articnlarized. 
He  saved  the  shattered  remnants  of  the  line  army,  and 
brought  them  off  the  field,  w^here  Braddock  and  all  his 
chief  f)flRcers  had  fallen.  The  Virginia  Assembly  passed 
a  bill  directing  the  enlistment  of  sixteen  new  companies 
for  the  defence  of  the  province,  and  commissioned 
Wasiiixgtox  as  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  forces 
raised  and  to  be  raised,  in  the  Colony,  with  authority 
to  appoint  his  own  officers.  The  next  three  years  were 
years  of  many  disappointments  to  Colonel  Washixgtox. 
The  British  Government  sent  over  Lord  Loudox  to  be 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in  the  Colonies. 
Wasiiixgtox  laid  before  liim  a  detailed  account  of  the 
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()|icr:ili(iii^  lliiis  I'-AV  iimli-riiikrii  :i;:;iiii>t  tli.-  l-'u-iicli  «iu  tin* 
Oliio,  ;iiiil   spccilif'd    tlir  (•.•iiiscs  of  tln-ir  failinf.      lie  u !•;,'<( I 
:iti    iiclivf    t;mi|i;ii::ii    witli     Imi'i^ci'    lurcos.      l/oid     |/«»i  |mi\ 
would  iidt  li>l<ii  l(.  his  pl,.;i.     "  (':iii:i(l:i  "  Ik*  said,  "waslln* 
I'oiiit   to  111-  :il  I;icl\i'd,"'  ;iiid    so  far  w ;is  he  from  ^iviii^  :m y 
aid  lo  I  lie  N'irniiiia  ])ro\  iiicial  Iroojis.  ihai  Ix-sidos  n-cjiiirin;; 
from   lliciu    tlu-ir   fidl   (piota    foi'  tli'-   iiortliiM-n  cxiicdilioii, 
lie  ordered    tlirm    to    in-oicci    ilnir    own    fr»»iitici',   and    to 
send  aid    to   Soiiili  Carolina,  against    Indian    raids   in    that 
colony.      W  A>iii  N(;  loN,  almost  in  dr.spair.  ni.i^rd  upon  lli<' 
\'irui!ua    -VsscniMx     tlif   enactment    of    a    more    st liiiireii! 
militia    law,  niul  :i   lari;('  increase    in    the    number   of    ln-r 
rei:ular  troops.     Tliese  measures  the  Assemhly  was  unuil 
liim- to  _i:raiii,  and  he  was  coiu])elled   to  (h'f<'nd   an    Indian 
frontier  of  a)»out    foui-   hundu'd  miles,  with   a    \ei-vinadt'- 
(luate  force.      In  1  TTiT,  Cieu.  A  1!i:i:ci;om  ni  i:  succeeded  I^ord 
Lornox,  wlu)  had  accomiilished  uothinu'.    The  m^w  <ieneral 
couiniitted  tlieconirol  of  the  Middle aiul  Southern  Provinces 
lo  Gen.  FoKHKs,  wlio  decided  to  undertake  an  expfdilion 
auainst  Fort  Duquesne.     \Vasiiix(;tox  ur<xed  a  (]uick  ad- 
vance over  tlu:*  old  J^raddock  road,  and  an  eaily  campaii.'n. 
liul  (ien.  l''oi:i'.i;s  detei-min«Ml  to  construct  a  new  road  far- 
tliei' noitli  in  Pennsylvania,  much  loULrer,  and   so  dillicult 
of  construction  that  the  army,  which  had  started  in  April, 
did  not  reach   its  rendezvous  in  the  Allei,diany  Valley  till 
late  in  November.     Wa^iii.xotox  and   his  ]>rovincials  led 
the  advance,  and  liis  forces  took  possession  (d'  the  ruins  of 
Fort    Ducpiesne,    NovcMnber  2."),   17r)8,    (he   Fren(di    having 
evacuated  and  l)U)ned  the  foi't  the  idirht  before.     Wasii- 
ixoTox  chann;ed  its  name  to  Foit  Pitt,  and  having  repaired 
the  fort,  and  left  two  hundred  (d'  his  r(\L:iment  to  garrison 
it.   marched  the  otheis  back  to   \Vin(diester,  and  himself 
l)roceeded  to  Williamsbuig,    \:i..  to  take  his  j;eat  in   (he 
General  Assend)ly,  of  which  In-  had  bfen  elected  a  niem- 
hev.     As  Indian  liostilities  liad  ceased,  with  (he  expnlsji<)n 
of  the  French  from   the  Ohio,  Wasiiixcvtox  resigned  hia 
Commission  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  \iiginia  forces, 
determined    to    devote    lurnself    thencefor(h    to    a    civil 
career.     Soon  after  resiirning  his  Commission,  he  married, 
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January  17,  1759,  Mrs.  Martha  (Da^^dridge)  Custis, 
a  young  and  beautiful  widow  lady  of  great  wealth, 
(the  Martha  AYasiiixgtox  of  a  later  period,)  and  for  the 
next  fifteen  years  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation,  en- 
largement and  improvement  of  his  magnificent  estate  of 
Mount  Vernon,  interrupted  only  by  his  annual  attendance 
in  winter  upon  the  sessions  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  at 
Williamsburg.  This  season  of  rest  was  diligently  improved 
by  AVasiiixgtox,  in  careful  study  of  every  department  of 
military  science,  till  the  gallant  Colonel  of  the  frontier 
service,  in  1754-1758,  had  qualified  himself  thoroughly  for 
much  higher  commands  in  the  vrar,  which  he  felt  was  soon 
to  come.  In  the  Legislature  of  the  Colony,  too,  he  had 
constantly  urged  the  enlargement  and  thorough  drilling  of 
the  militia. 

The  first  premonitions  of  the  coming  conflict  came  from 
the  North.     Thus  far,  Virginia,  under  her  Royal  Governors, 
had  had  little  experience  of  oppression,  while  ^''ew-York 
and   Boston,    especially   the  latter,    liad  been  grievously 
wronged,  and  subjected  to  gross  and  cruel  insults  and  out- 
rages.   These  culminated,  in  1774,  in  the  closure,  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  of  the  port  of  Boston.     Washingto?^  was  the 
leader  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  and  as  he  foresaw  that 
the  rod  of  the  oppressoi-,  if  unresisted,  would  soon  be  laid 
on  the  backs  of  all  the  Colonies,  he  showed  the  Legislature 
and  the  people  of  Virginia,  that  '>the  cause  of  Boston  was 
their  cause.*'     Virginia  led  the  way  in  calling  a  Congress 
of  all  the  Colonies  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  September  5, 
1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties,  if  possible,  by  peace- 
ful means.     Li  this  Congress,  George  Washixgtox  rep- 
resented Alrginia  as  her  first  delegate.     Its  remonstrances 
and  appeals  exhibited  the  highest  abilities,  as  well  as  the 
loftiest  patriotism.     In  October,   the  Congress   dissolved, 
but  recommended  the  Colonies  to  send  delegates  to  another 
Congress  in  the  spring  of  1775.     Meantime,  several  of  the 
Colonies  had  felt  it  necessary  to  raise  local  bodies  of  troops 
to  repel  the  insults  and  aggressions  of  the  British  forces, 
of  which  considerable  bodies  were  stationed  in  or  near  the 
larger  seaport  cities.     The  battles  of  Concord  and  Lexina-. 
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t'lii   Imd   Ii.'fii    fiiiiulit.  .iinl   tilt'  fvidt'iicfs   tli:it  tli«' I^rilisli 
C.iliiiu't    w.'ii'    d.-irrniiiK'il    to    foicf  :i   l.iitcr  ctdillict    were 

<i\  flW  llrlluillU'.     AllliiIlU-  tin-  ••:il  lirst    .-Hts  nf   lliis  S«M"()I|(1  Coll- 

Ui-t'ss,  wliicli  iiKl  M.iy  I".  \',~'k  :iii(1  <if  which  \\'.\.s|IIN<;T(»N 
\\;is  .main  ;i  im'inlx'r,  wiis  thf  t«t'l»'ctinii  (tf  ;i  ('nriiiM.'iii(l«'r-iii- 
Chief  (if  thi'  Coloiiiiil  fMices.  Tliis  hiuh  iiiid  rcsporisiltlo 
of  lice  w.is  uiKiiiiiiKHisly  coiifcrird  ii|)(iii  ( J  i:ni;(,i:  AVa>iii  Nc- 
1  <'\.  I'lilly  lomprfhciidiiiu'  tlir  ]tiTil.  s.-icrilic*'  anil  l.iltor  it 
iii\  (il\  I'll.  Ill-  ;icccj»tt'd  it..liiii<'  I'.Mh,  177.">,  luit  iiiiun  ih" 
i'xpi'.'^s  ciiiidiiidii  lh:it  hi'  ^ll<mld  ii-cci\.'  no  s.'darv.  Hi* 
Would  ki'i'ii  ail  exact  account  of  his  txpt'iulit urcs,  and 
rxjicct  (^oiii^ress  to  pay  thi-iii.  and  nothiiiir  more.  He 
I'epaii'cd  iiiiiiH'diati'ly  to  I'listoii,  ni'ar  which  the  liatth-  of 
I'liiikei- Hill,  lictwecii  the  British  troojisand  I  h«' hesie^in;:: 
jn'oviiicials.  had  hern  foiiuht.  .Iiine  17.  177.").  (.leneral  Gagk 
Avas  occiipyiiiu,-  Pxtsfoii  witli  a  larii,e  force.  AV.\siiin(;t<»N" 
\vas  ii(»r  in  a  eoiidition  to  attein[»t  an  active  sie^n- of  tin' 
city,  bnt  it  was  an  excellent  (»i>p()itiinity  to  tliorongldy 
train  and  discipline  his  army  for  fntnre  effective  actif)n, 
and  he  fidlv  imiiroved  it.  'J'lie  ireneral  feelint;  amoni;  th<' 
American  people  was,  that  the  British  (Tovernment.  finding 
th(Mn  a  unit  in  their  resistance  to  the  attempted  ojtpressivo 
measures,  would  recede  from  them,  and  that  the  old  con- 
dition of  amitv  and  i)eace  would  he  rtvstored.  Vei-v  few  \:\ 
the  snniiiii'r  and  aiitiiiiin  of  1  77.'>,  believed  that  a  i-cvoln- 
lion  woiihl  lie  necessary.  ]^)iit  the  British  Cabinet  and 
Pai'liament  seemed  bent  on  diix  in-  the  colonists  to  inde- 
pendence. They  wdnld  not  receive  the  petition  of  Con- 
gress ;  they  ordered  the  b.ombardment  of  the  town  of  Fal- 
mouth, (now  Portland,  ^b'.  :)  they  prohibited  trade  with 
th«^  Colonies,  and  authorized  the  cai)tine  of  their  vessels  ; 
they  seized  and  impressed  into  their  navy,  Anu'i'ican  seamen 
in  great  nund)ers  along  the  American  coast,  and  in  every 
Avay  sought  to  goad  them  into  open  revolt.  Thus  pro- 
voked and  insulted,  the  American  leaders  soon  began  to 
consider  whether  independence  was  not  desirable.  Even 
Wasiiin'GTox.  calm,  cool  and  self-juiised  as  lie  usually 
was,  wrote  from  the  head  of  the  army,  in  May,  177<i :  *'  A 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  is  im[»ossible.     When  I 
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took  command  of  tlie  army,  I  abliorred  tlie  idea  of  independ- 
ence, but  I  am  now  fully  satisfied  tliat  nothing  else  "will 
save  ns.''  While  Wasiiixgton  did  not  dare  to  assanlt 
the  British  troops  in  Boston,  he  compelled  them  to  evacu- 
ate that  city  in  March,  1776,  by  a  masterly  blockade  of  all 
their  sources  of  suj^ply.  General  Howe  made  Ms  way 
toward  New- York,  which  he  occupied  about  September  1st, 
after  defeatincr  the  American  armv  in  the  battle  of  Lono- 
Ishmd,  August  27,  1770.  He  also  occupied  the  Lower 
Hudson  soon  after,  and  AVasiiixgtox  was  obliaed  to  retire 
behind  the  Delaware  River,  with  a  small,  ill-provided  army  ; 
but  by  the  surprises  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,  lie  regained 
much  of  his  lost  ground  in  Xew-Jersey.  How  he  kept  his 
army  in  the  tield — so  ill-clothed,  ill-fed  and  ill-paid  were 
they — is  a  mysterj-  not  easily  solved.  There  was  no  cen- 
tral government,  having  authority  to  raise  men,  provisions 
or  money.  In  1777-78,  the  sufferings  of  the  army  were 
terrible.  At  A'allev  Forge,  only  a  day's  march  north  of 
Philadelphia,  they  were  in  need  of  all  things,  and  Wasii- 
iXGTOx's  private  fortune  was  heavily  drawn  n^Don  to  sup- 
ply their  imperative  needs.  Yet  in  the  former  year 
occurred  the  successful  battle  of  Bennington,  the  two 
battles  of  Saratoga,  and  the  capture  of  Burgoyxe's 
army  ;  and  during  the  latter,  Sir  Henry  Clixtox  was 
compelled  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  and  the  severe  but 
indecisive  battle  of  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  was  fought.  Later 
in  the  year,  the  British  captured  Savannah.  In  1770  and 
1780,  the  fortunes  of  war  were  against  the  American  Com- 
mander, especially  at  the  South.  Xortli  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Georo-ia  were  overrun  and  held  bv  the 
British  troops,  while  Bexedict  Arxold's  treachery  had 
nearly  cost  Wasiiixgtox  the  control  of  the  strongholds  on 
the  Hudson.  But  the  campaign  of  1781  restored  the  pres- 
tige of  American  arms.  Tarletox  was  defeated  at  Cow- 
pens,  S.  C.  ;  CoRXWALLLS  Avas  crippled  at  Guilford  Court 
House,  and  defeated  at  Eutaw  Springs  ;  Mariox  and  his 
p)artisans  cleared  jN'orth  Carolina  and  most  of  South 
Carolina  of  British  troops,  and  Corxwallts,  coming  north 
to  join  Sir  Hexry  Clixtox,  was  hemmed  in  at  Yorktown, 
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sill  Tt'iulfl-  his  \\||(>|.'  fciici'.  ;ilw>Ul  S.OIIO  III. Ml.  (  )i-t«tlirr  11*, 
17SI.  Tliis  viilii;i11_\  .-ipIimI  lli.-  uar.  On  .N..\.-iiiImt  :{<», 
ITS'J,  ;i  pr.'limiiiMiy  II'mIv  of  |H-:irr  \v:i>^  :iir;iiii:»Ml  :il  Pjiiis  ; 
tlie  <l<'rmitiv.'  li-.-:iIy  was  siuMH'd  SrpirinlM-r  :{,  I7s:{,  ainl 
betwiMMi  .1  iil\ ,  1 7S-j.  Mini  NovrinlnT.  \1>'A.  I'll  lilt'  <'ili«'s  orcii- 
piod  l>y  I'ritisli  troMps  wcii' '-x  acnai''!.  Ntw  \..j-U  City  last. 
,,f  :il|.  On  l),M("iiil».-i-  1,  its:',,  al  Fkmnck.s'  'ra\.Tii,  (siiJl 
stamlinu-  nil  lilt'  ccriKT  cf  I'load  and  r<'arl  Stn-cts,  l\'\>- 
niai;  .  18'Jl).)iii  llii^  <ity,  W  \-'iii  n<- i  "N  l'>',k  l.-av.-  (.f  Ids 
(.liir.'s  ill  an  address  rtill  (.f  alV.'d  i(«n  and  pal  i  i«.iivj|i,  :iii.| 
on  h.'ccinbt'r  '2'M  lie  r»'si;:ii''d  Ids  rMmiiiissidii  l(»  ('(Hi.lmi'.s.s, 
tli.':i  ill  session  at  Annapolis.  Md..  and  i%'iir.'«l.  wiihout 
reui'iT,  to  his  beloved  home  lit  Mount  \  fiiioii. 

lb'  had,  befori^  resiirnini;  his  coniiiiission,  addivss.d  ;i 
cij-ciilar  lett'.'i- to  the  Governors  of  the  st.-veral  States,  rail- 
ing,- iheir  attention  to  the  necessity  of  some  (djaiiLies  in  the 
Constitution,  iind(M-  \vhi(di  t!ie  war  lia<l  I'^m  carried 
on.  Tliis  was  tlie  old  Arti(des  (d  ('onredei-:iti(tn  uhi<di 
nil  proved  so  inqierfect  a  reliance,  diirin.L:  the  sev«-n 
vears  of  eoiillict.  It  wa.s  for  the  niodilicatioii  of  lliis 
thai  WAsinxcrrox  was  so  anxious;  and  diirin.L^  the  thi-ee 
or  four  years  that  followed  the  close  of  the  wai-,  his 
correspondence  on  this  subject  was  very  extensive,  and  he 
was  niiich  ,<;ratiHed  when,  on  February  -Jls!.  1787,  Confess 
called  upon  the  St'ites  to  seinl  delegates  to  a  convention  at 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revisin.-r  the  Articl.'s  of 
Cimfederation,  "to  render  the  Federal  Constiliition  ade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  and  the  presr-r- 
vatiou  of  the  Union." 

This  Convention  m-t  M;iy  1  I.  17S7.  and  continiK'.l  its 
sessions  till  September  17.  Wasiiixcjtox  was  a  deh-gate, 
and  was  unanimously  chosen  President.  The  nienibers 
were  the  most  eminent  statesmen  in  thec.mniiy.  It  was 
decided  to  have  an  entirely  new  Constitution,  ratlier  tlian 
to  attempt  to  revise  the  old  Articles  of  Confederation. 
Two  parties  were  develoi>ed  in  this  Convention,  botli 
equally  patriotic,  but  differing  widely  in  their  views  in 
regard  to  the  organization  and  powers  of  the  nation.     One 

17 
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partj^  wanted  a   strong  Central    Government,  and  would 
have  been  willing  to  strip  the  States  of  all  powers,  exce^ot 
those   of  merely  local   administration  ;    the   other  party 
desired  only  a  very  slightly  modified  Confederation,  with 
plenary  powers  for  the  individual   States.     Both  parties 
were  extremists,  and  their  advocates  were  obliged  to  make 
concessions,  until  the  juste  milieu  was  arrived  at  iii  the 
present  Constitution  and  its  earlier  amendments.     Wasii- 
IXGTOX  presided  with  impartiality,  and.  though  inclined 
to  a  strong  government,  he  was  so  just  and  judicious  that 
while  he  exerted  a  powerful  influence  over  the  action  of 
the  Convention,  he  disarmed  all  hostility,  and  secured  a 
unanimous  adoption  of  the   Constitution  by  the  eleven 
States  represented  in  the  Convention.     On  its  adjournment 
the  harder  task  remained,  of  securing  its  ratification  by  at 
least  nine   States,  which  number  was   necessarv  for  its 
adoption.     In  this  v\-ork  Wasiiixgtox  labored  zealously, 
Avith  voice  and  pen,  yet  with  such  patriotism  and  delicate 
regard  for  the  feelings  and  rights  of  others,  that  he  won  all 
hearts.     In  the  autumn  of  1788  eleven  States  had  given  in 
their  adhesion  to  the  new  Constitution  ;  and,  by  Act  of 
the   old   ConoTess,  the  flrst  Wednesday   of  January  was 
designated  for  the  election  of   the  new  Congress  and  the 
Electoral  College  ;    the  first  Wednesday  of  February  for 
the  College  to  meet  and  choose  the  new  Executive  ;  and 
the  first  Wednesday  of  March  as  the  time,  and  Xew-York 
City  as  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  Congress  and  the 
inauguration  of  the  first  President. 

For  the  first  President  it  would  have  seemed  treason  to 
the  people  to  mention  any  other  name  than  Washington's, 
and  he  was  unanimously  elected.  Of  his  inauguration,  which 
did  not  take  place  till  April  30,  1789,  we  have  had  every 
possible  detail  narrated,  in  the  recent  Centennial  Anniver- 
sary in  our  City  in  April,  1889.  His  first  term  as  President 
was  largely  devoted  to  the  perfecting  of  the  details  of  the 
new  organization,  and  passing  the  necessary  statutes  for 
putting  it  in  complete  operation,  the  establishment  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  creation  of  the  Departments 
of  State,  Finance,  War,  Xavv  and  Justice.     There  were 
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till'   ixcrcisc    of    till'    vcio   ]u»\vi'r.      Noitli    (':ir*>Iiii:i    :m«l 
Jllidde  Ishiiul  liot li  :icc'('ptt'(l   iIh-  ('(insliiuiidii  in   17'."*.  "tt 
wliich  events  W  \  -iii.N<;'r«»N  lieiirlily  <'()ii;iinliil:ile<l  ('in 
:iiii|  I  111'  rotiiil  ry. 

!ii  17S>1\  :ii  lli(3  second  eleciion  for  President,  lie  w.'is 
ilesiioMs  of  lelirJMi::,  but  iIm-  jx'ople  would  henr  of  no  oilier 
name,  and  li<'  yieldiMl  lo  iIh-  uiiiveisal  wish,  and  was  :i;;:un 
elocteil  bv  the  iinaninioits  voio  of  every  Klecloral  Co!le<n', 
T)niin,u-  the  two  teiiiis,  178'.)  IT'.IT.  three  States.  Vei-nionf, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  were  ad(h'd  to  the  rnion,  and 
thei(>  was  ixreat  urowtli  and  deve](ii»nient  in  all  the  Stales, 
while  there  were  no  discoi'ds  to  mar  iIp'  harnidny  of  the 
new  Ke])ublic. 

Ai  theijiird  eleciion,  in  17. '(i.  \\'a-I!I.\(;to\  was  a^^iin 
most  nri^ently  entreated  to  take  the  Presidential  chair,  but 
positively  refused.  lie  felt  that  two  teims  were  sndicient, 
and  he  lonu'ed  for  the  (juiet  and  rest  of  private  life.  For 
fortv-livc  years  of  his  actiye  life  he  had  been  .almost  con- 
stantly  eniiaired  in  theseryieeof  his  counliv,  his  State  or 
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his  Colony. 

In  September,  17'.>r.,  just  before  the  election,  he  issned  to 
liis  countrymen  his  nienioi-able  "  Farewell  Adihvss," 
Ayhich,  in  lan^uaire,  sentiment  and  jiatriotism,  was  the 
most  admirable  leirncy  In^  could  haye  left  to  the  nation  lie 
liad  created.  ]n  Maich,  17'.i7.  he  returned  to  Mount 
Vernon  to  s])end  his  remaininu-  days  in  a  well  earned  quiet 
and  peace.  Ilis  administration  of  the  iioyerninent  for  these 
two  terms  liail  lieeii  far  more  successful  than  eyen  the 
most  san.uuine  friends  of  the  new  Eepublic  had  dared  to 
lio]ie.  The  linances  of  the  country  Inid  been  relieyed  from 
embariassment,  the  public  credit  was  fully  restored  ; 
every  department  of  industry  was  quickened  into  uow  life  : 
the  levenue  derived  froiii  imports  had  i>royed  a  bond  of 
union  to  the  whole  country,  and  had  produced  nstonishini: 
results  upon  thetradennd  cf)nimerceof  all  the  States.  The 
exports  from  the  Union  had  lisen  from  nineteen  million.s 
to  oyer  fifty-six  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  while  the 
imports  had  increased  in  a  like  proportion.     The  progress 
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of  tlie  States  in  tlieirnew  career,  in  self-government,  intelli- 
gence and  edncation,  was  exceedingly  encouraging,  not 
only  to  the  friends  of  liberty  in  this  country,  but  to  tlieir 
symj^atliizing  allies  abroad. 

Once  more  was  the  nation's  hero  called  from  his  well 
earned  repose  at  Mount  Vernon,  to  serve  his  country,  and, 
patriot  that  he  was,  he  accepted  the  trust.  In  1798,  a  war 
with  France  seemed  imminent,  and  he  was  called  by  Con- 
gress to  take  command  of  all  the  United  States  forces,  with 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General.  He  had  just  commenced 
to  oi'ganize  his  troops,  when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  signed 
between  the  two  nations,  and  put  an  end  to  all  further 
action.  Wasiiingto?^  died  at  Mount  Vernon,  after  a  short 
but  severe  illness,  December  14,  1799,  in  the  sixtv-eiobth 
year  of  his  age.  The  whole  country  was  enshrouded  with 
gloom,  by  the  sad  intelligence  of  his  death.  The  mourning 
was  universal.  Men  of  all  parties  in  politics  and  of  all 
creeds  in  religion,  not  only  in  all  States  of  the  Union,  but 
in  foreign  lands,  united  in  paying  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  man  who  was  "first  in  war,  first  in  joeace,  and  first  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  His  remains  were  deposited 
in  a  family  vault  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  estate  has 
since  become  the  property  of  the  natiou. 
•  We  close  this  sketch  with  the  following  extract  from  the 
eloquent  address,  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Ciiauin'cey  M. 
Depew,  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  April  30, 1889  : 

"Xo  man  ever  stood  for  so  much  to  his  country  and  to 
mankind,  as  Wasiiixgtox.         '^        *        *        *  ^     -•■ 

"  He,  with  unerring  judgment,  was  always  the  leader  of 
the  people.  Miltox  said  of  Cromwell  :  '"^That  war  made 
him  great,  peace  greater.'  The  superiority  of  Wasiiixg- 
ton's  character  and  genius  were  more  conspicuous  in  the 
formation  of  our  government,  and  in  putting  it  on  inde- 
structible foundations,  than  in  leading  armies  to  victory, 
and  conquering  the  independence  of  his  country.  'The 
Union  in  any  event,"  is  the  central  thought  in  his  farewell 
address,  and  all  the  years  of  his  grand  life  were  devoted  to 
its  formation  and  preservation.  He  fought  as  a  youth 
with  Braddock,  and  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Duquesne,  for 
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tl"'  I'l  Kii'ci  ioii  111"  ill.'  w  |io|««  ruimiry.  A  -  (!oiiiiii:iiul<M'-ili- 
<'lii<'l"  «'t'  iIh'  ('nil! iiiciii;il  .\iiii\.  Iii-' <-..iiiiiiissi<>ii  was  from 
I  III'  ( 'oiiiii't'ss  (if  I  III'  I  iiiiid  ( 'oldiiicN.  ||f  iiis|iir<Ml  (he 
iii<"\  ••nuiii  li'i  ill-'  lli'piilijir,  \v:is  IM-csidciil  :iiii|  •loiiii- 
ii;int  spirit  ..|'  iln-  ( 'diui'iii  imi  wjiirli  iV.'iiiK'd  its  (JoiiMtitu- 
tii>ii.:iiii|  J!^  rrcsjdciii  liiii'iuiii  yt-ars,  ;iii<l  ;:iii(l«'fl  itscoiii-sn 
iiiiiil  >:ilistii'(|  tli:it  iii(»\iiiL:'  siifi'ly  :il(»ii;;  llif  l)ni:>(l  lii;ili\vay 
cf  liiiK'.  ii  wixilil  III' siii'i'ly  :iscfiiiliiiu- luwiird  llii*  rn>(  |ilac<» 
niiiiuiL!,  ilii'  iKitioiis  of  ilic  world,  llie  a.sylum  «»f  lije 
oppressed.  I  111'  lioiiic  (»r  the  free/' 


MOSES  TAYLOR. 

Moses  Tavloi:,  foi-liftv  years  a  Tiiei-cliaiit  and  hanker, 
was  1)0111  in  Xi'\v-Yiirl<  Cilw  al  the  corner  of  I'roadwav 
and  ^Iiniis  Stirei,  January  I  llli.  ISOfJ.  lie  was  of  FaiLrlisli 
smmR  ;  his  u,ieat  uiandralher.  who  horc  fln'  sanif  name, 
iia\  inu'  einiii'rated  from  Ijondon  in  17:5(i.  Mr.  'r\\i,oi:"s 
father.  .1  Acon  !>.  Tayi.oi;,  was  for  several  tei'ins  an  Ahh^r- 
nian  foi-  (lie  IS'inih  and  Fifteenth  W'ai'ds;  in  the  days 
wliiii  a  si'ai  in  that  body  was  regarded  as  a  hiuh  honor, 
and  a  i)Osition  to  be  soui^dit  after  by  nii-n  of  chanirter 
and  intelliiience. 

MosKS  attemli'd  the  best  schools  the  City  then  an'<>rde(i, 
but  thonuh  an  obedient  and  industrious  i»upil,  business 
had  for  liini  irreater  charms  than  study:  and,  at  the  age 
of  lirieeii,  he  became  a  chM'k  in  tlie  laige  mercantile  and 
shipping  house  of  G.  (t.  A:  S.  IIowi.am*.  IIh  imiained 
with  this  house  more  than  ten  years,  and  his  imlustry, 
inteiiiity,  energy  and  foresicrlit  ma(h3  liim  invaluabh^  to  his 
employers.  When  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  had 
accumuhited  iifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  with  this  small 
capital  lie  set  np  in  business  for  himself,  in  modest  quar- 
ters, at  Xo.  44  South  Street  ;  selecting  the  West  In«lies. 
and  particidarly  tlie  Cuban  trade,  as  his  si>ecialty.  Ilis 
business  was  prosperous  during  the  next  two  years,  but 
in  December,   1835.  occurred  iu  New- York  fh"  first  great 
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fire  of  the  century,  and  Jiis  warehouse  and  goods  were 
swept  away.  Nothing  except  his  books  of  accounts  was 
saved.  He  opened  an  office  tlie  same  day,  in  the  basement 
of  his  house  in  Morris  Street,  and  soon  after  procured  tem- 
porary quarters  in  Broad  Street,  and  resumed  business 
with  speedy  success.  He  also  made  arrangements  with 
his  landlord,  while  the  ruins  were  yet  smouldering,  for  the 
re-building,  on  a  larger  scale,  of  the  warehouse,  No.  44 
South  Street,  which  he  subsequently  purchased,  and  occu- 
pied for  nearly  fifty  years. 

In  lS5o,  Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  President  of  the  City 
Bank  of  New- York,  which  office  he  held  up  to  his  death. 
Under  his  control  the  afi"airs  of  the  Bank  were  managed 
with  great  financial  skill,  and  it  safely  outrode  the  panics 
which  seriously  embarrassed  many  other  banking  institu- 
tions. Mr.  Taylor  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Associated  Banks  of  the  City  of  New- York,  which,  in 
1861-62,  made  large  loans  to  the  Government  to  sustain  its 
credit,  then  greatly  imperilled.  Securities  exceeding  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  value  passed  through  the 
hands  of  this  Committee,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  their 
prompt  support  that  the  nation  was  saved  from  threatened 
financial  disaster.  Mr.  Taylor  v.as  untiring  in  his  efforts 
to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  his  advice 
was  sought  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  many 
trying  occasions. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Company 
that  laid  the  first  Atlantic  Cable,  and  its  Treasurer.  He 
was  largely  interested  in  the  coal  lands  of  the  Wyoming 
and  Lehigh  Valleys,  Penn.,  and  the  owner  of  large"^  blocks 
of  the  mining  and  railway  stocks  of  that  region.  He  was 
President  of  the  Lackawanna  Coal  and  Hon  Company,  and 
held  a  considerable  interest  in  the  Manhattan  Gas  Com- 
pany, of  this  City ;  was  connected  with  the  Georo-ia 
Central  Railroad,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
the  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Company  and  other  financial 
institutions.  He  died  in  this  City  May  23d,  1882,  in  the 
77th  year  of  his  age.  His  immense  fortune  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  estimated  at  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
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^r A.ioi:  Gkxkkai,  1?(M:i:i:i'  11.  VnTii:i:  was  tli**  ^>>]\  «.f 
Aimn/o  INriTKi:,  liislio]!  ol"  l'rimsylv:mi:i,  :in<l  S\i:mi 
iMAiMA,  (iMimlittT  <»r  !'-i.i  I'liAiJi  .N<»i  r,  l*n'si<lc!it  <tf  riji<iii 
Collt'i;**,  N.  V.  Il(>  was  I»(»rn  :il  J'ostnii.  wIkt*' liis  i»:ir<'nts 
wt'ii' at  that  time  fciniHiraiily  rcsidiiiLr.  in  .Inly,  ^s^}'^.  :m<l 
(li.'d  at  Newport,  K.  I.,  iM-hniary  lOlli,  Kss7.  Jvlucat.-d  at 
Union  ('ollcLTr.  tiio  brealvinij:  "'if  "f  tlio  war  found  liini  ru 
gnijed  in  a  <lianil)er  ))ractice  of  the  law.  He  at  on«'o  Ih'itmii 
a  liainini;  Tor  tlic  inililary  scrviro,  and  attaclied  liinis**!!' 
to  a  rt'uimt'nt  ;  joining-,  under  tli<'  tlircc  years'  call,  the 
''  Shepard  1-illes,''  -\\  liieli  was  shortly  consolidated  with 
other  similar  oruanizations  into  the  TUst  N<'W-York  N'olun- 
teers.  Youui:;  Po'nKu  was  mustered  Major  of  this  reujiniejii 
on  the  11th  ()ett)l)er,  I^Cl.  At  Annajjolis.  to  wliicli  th<-y 
were  sent,  the  reLdment  oriranizafion  was  completed  1)V  (he 
aitpointment  of  Kdwako  Fi:i:i:i:i:o  as  Colonel,  1*otti:i: 
as  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Cuaki.ks  W.  Lk  (Ikndim:,  m 
French  .L::(Mitleman,  resident  in  America,  as  Major. 

This  ivi;inient,  from  the  fact  of  Pottkii's  ronnertjfm 
with  it,  iK'came  the  special  charge  of  tlie  merehants  of 
New- York.  A  (.'ommittee  was  formed,  wliose  head«pinrters 
Avere  in  the  rooms  of  the  Chamher  of  Commerce,  whicli, 
bv  the  sums  of  monev  foi-  extra  l)r)un(ies  raised  amoni;  the 
merchants  and  hankers  of  N«'w-York,  kei)t  its  rnid\s  fidl 
from  its  marchinu'  to  its  dishandment  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  a  procedme  by  whicdi  its  officers  were  maintained 
in  the  servici^  :  and,  one  after  the  otlier,  in  turn  prnnotrd 
to  Brigade  and  Division  command- 
In  February,  ]S(52,  the  ]5rigade  to  which  the  Hist  was 
attached  was  embarked,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  1?kno.  for  service  on  the  Cnndina  coast.  In  tliat 
month  tliey  attacked  Roanoke  Island,  and  Poitki:  h'd  liis 
men  first  over  the  Confederate  works.  In  March  he  j-'i 
ticii^ated  in  tlie  capture  of  Newbern,  where  he  fell  siiot 
through   the   body.     In   the  same  engagement  Major   hi: 
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Gendee  Avas    dangerously  hurt    by  ii  ball   tlirougli   the 
mouth. 

In  May,  Pottee  retnrned  to  his  regiment  as  Colonel  ; 
Feijeeeo  having  been  promoted  Brigadier-General,  In 
Jnly  the  51st  was  assigned  to  the  ]S'inth  Army  Corps, 
BuiJisrsiDK  commanding.  In  Angust,  Reno's  command, 
with  Pottee' s  regiment,  was  sent  to  re -en  force  Pope  in 
Virginia,  and  was  constantly  in  service  till  the  second  Bull 
Run. 

On  the  re-organization  of  the  array  under  McClellais^, 
the  Ninth  Corps,  under  Reko,  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  in  September  were  engaged  with  Lee 
at  South  Mountain  ;  Pottee' s  regiment  forming  the  head 
of  the  attacking  column.  In  this  engagement  Reno  fell. 
Following  the  enemy's  line  of  retreat,  Pottee  led  his  men 
in  person  across  the  Antietam  Bridge.  In  December  he, 
with  his  regiment,  were  engaged  at  Fredericksburg  in  sup- 
j)ort  of  a  battery,  and  so  exposed  that  they  lost  a  iifth  of 
their  number  in  ten  minutes. 

In  March,  li'^GS,  Colonel  Pottee  was  promoted  Brigadier- 
General  for  gallant  service  at  Fredericksburg,  and  ordered 
to  the  Dei)artment  of  the  Ohio,  which  Buexside  com- 
manded, with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati.  Here  Pottee 
Avas  named  President  of  the  Commission  which  tried  and 
convicted  Yallandigiiam,  for  treasonable  conduct  within 
the  lines.  In  June,  General  Pottee  marched  with  Paeke 
into  Kentucky,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  Division.  Le  Gendee,  now  its  Colonel,  had  Joined 
his  regiment.  In  July,  his  superior  ofhcers  being  too  ill 
for  service.  General  Pottee  found  himself  in  command  of 
the  JNinth  Corps,  and  made  his  headquarters  at  Lexing- 
ton. Marching  to  Knoxville,  he  was  appointed,  in  general 
orders,  to  the  command  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  which  was 
already  virtually  under  his  orders.  In  the  defence  of 
Knoxville  he  was  especially  distinguished,  both  by  his 
manoeuvres  in  the  field  against  Longsteeet's  column  of 
relief  and  in  the  seige,  the  brunt  of  which  fell  on  his  com- 
mand. 

After  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  Pottee  joined  Buenside 


in  I  lie  l"';ivi  iiiid  riiL;;i^t'(l  in  I  In*  ifcmit  ill;;  (if  t  li»*  Mi  nth  ( '«»r|»'^, 
in  wliicli  Pui'irii  srcur.-il  ih.-  :iiil  df  his  many  fri'Mids  in 
I  in-  ( 'h.'iniliiT  i>l*  ( "(Uninficf,  i  h<'  New- Vuik  Sjurk  l-'.xrhaii:-'' 
nnd  the  N«'u-Y()ik  Trotliioe  Kx<'hjm;;('.  Ih-  was  i 
assiuiw'il  to  ihf  (ominnnil  of  ihM  Sorond  Jiri|xa(h?  of  th«* 
Second  i>i\i--iiin  oT  iliis  (mi|is,  Imt  in  consccjiuMic*' «>f  ihc 
illness  of  (iriinid  r\i;Ki,  r<'iii:i:  held  ih--  coniniaml  <if 
liiis  division,  lii^i  liy  M-nioiily.  ;ind  hitfi-  hy  a>i!si^nnM'nf, 
(ill   I  ht'  close  of  the  w  ai'. 

He  was  jiotlx  cnuai;('d  dnrini:-  ihf  hanlcsof  the  W'ihlcr- 
ness,  in  one  of  which  ('ohmel  Iji;  (ii;Niti;i:  received  a  dan- 
n;(^i-(>ns  wound  in  tlie  lace.  lo^iD^  an  eye.  r<ci  ri:i:'s  di\  j. 
sioii  folhiwed  the  inoveiiieiil  to  the  sonih  <d'  the  .lames 
l\i\er,  and  was  p(»sted  in  ad\aiicc  wiihin  eiLrhty  yards  (if 
the  enemy's  line  at  Petershuri^'.  Ii  was  his  command  that 
was  enu'aired  in  i  lie  Mine  of  Ceineiery  Hill  I'oit,  and  <»n  th«' 
Conil  Maiiiai  w  hich  sat  on  I  his  nnt'oi'tunate  alTaif  he  was 
the  oidy  ollicer,  of  all  en,i!:a,i;e(l,  who  wasexenipted  fntm  cen- 
sure. In  the  close  eni^ai^ements  whieli  fojloweil  he  was 
constantly  inaction.  In  tiie  linal  attack  on  the  Petershur^ 
lines,  in  March,  jxiri,  he  cafiied  the  woiks  o))])osite  to  his 
command  by  a>sault,  and  was  refoi'inin;^- his  line,  w  lien  he 
fell,  sho;  Ihi'ouudi  the  l)odv  l>v  .'i  hall  from  ;i  shiai>nell 
shell.  lie  was  taken  to  the  .lones  J  louse,  where,  as  lie  lay 
between  life  and  death,  he  was  visited  hy  President 
Li\((>i.\.  then  oil  his  way  from  ('ity  Point  to  Peierslnir^, 

In  .lidy,  Ib'C).").  on  the  disbandmeiit  of  the  Ninth  Corjis, 
General  PoiTi.n  was  assiirned  in  the  new  ananirenieiits  to 
the  command  nf  tin-  di^stiici  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Ishnnl.  with  lieadipiarters  at  Newpoii.  On  the  day  of  ids 
(second  I  maiiiaut'  he  was  conimissi(»ned  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Mr.  Sr\\io\.  full  Major-Geneial.  In  January. 
1800,  he  was  "honoiably  mustered  ont  of  the  service  <»f 
theUnited  States. ■■  lie  wassubsequently  a  j)i)ointed  Colonel 
of  the  Forty-nintli  liegiiuent  <d'  Infajitry,  U.  S.  A.,  but 
declined. 

General  11an<  <>(  k  said  to  the  author  of  tliis  .sketcli, 
'"  that  General  Pottkr  was  one  of  the  twelve  best  officei*s  in 
the  United  States  service— AVest  Point  irraduntcs  included.*' 
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General  Giiaat,  in  his  Memoirs,  speaks  of  him  in  terms  of 
praise. 

At  tlie  close  of  his  service  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Railroad,  a  position  of 
the  highest  responsibility  and  trnst.  At  the  end  of  this 
engagement  he  passed  several  years  in  Enrope,  endeavoring 
to  recrnit  his  shattered  health.  The  close  of  his  life  was 
S23ent  at  JSTewport,  where  he  died. 

As  a  soldier  he  was  brave  and  dashing  to  a  fanlt,  always 
ready  to  lead,  and  with  a  coolness  nnder  fire  which  never 
failed  him.  He  was  in  ^nivate  life  a  charming  companion, 
kind  of  heart,  and  accomplished  in  varied  ways. 

It  is  because  of  his  intimate  relations  with  the  mer- 
chants of  Xew-York  that  his  bust  finds  a  snitable 
place  in  tlie  Art  Gallery  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
The  bust  is  the  work  of  Willia:\i  Clarke  jSToble,  of 
Newport,  R.  I.,  from  measurements  taken  from  the  face 
after  death,  with  the  aid  of  a  sketch  and  photographs, 
and  is  considered  by  his  family  and  friends  a  highly 
satisfactory  representation  of  this  distinguished  officer 
in  the  vigor  of  his  health.  It  was  presented  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  February,  1890,  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  officers  of  the  army,  members  of  the  New- York 
Bar,  to  which  he  belonged,  and  merchants,  members  of  the 
Chamber. 
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